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1 42 U.S.C. 300mm–51. 

in any given CONUS location, Federal 
executive agencies can request that GSA 
review that location. Please review 
questions six and seven of GSA’s per 
diem Frequently Asked Questions page 
at https://www.gsa.gov/perdiem for 
more information on the special review 
process. In addition, the Federal Travel 
Regulation (FTR) allows for actual 
expense reimbursement as provided in 
§§ 301–11.300 through 301–11.306. 

For FY 2024, two new non-standard 
area (NSA) locations were added: 
Charles Town, West Virginia (Jefferson 
County), and Huntsville, Alabama 
(Madison County). Maximum lodging 
allowance rates in some existing per 
diem localities will increase and the 
standard CONUS lodging rate will 
increase from $98 to $107. The M&IE 
per diem tiers for FY 2024 are 
unchanged at $59–$79, with the 
standard M&IE rate unchanged at $59. 

Other than the changes posted on the 
GSA website, notices published 
periodically in the Federal Register now 
constitute the only notification of 
revisions in CONUS per diem 
reimbursement rates to agencies. 

Krystal J. Brumfield, 
Associate Administrator, Office of 
Government-wide Policy. 
[FR Doc. 2023–17204 Filed 8–17–23; 8:45 am] 
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GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY 
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Comptroller General’s Advisory 
Council on Government Auditing 
Standards 

AGENCY: U.S. Government 
Accountability Office. 
ACTION: Notice of meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Comptroller General’s 
Advisory Council (Council) on 
Government Auditing Standards will 
hold a meeting on Thursday, September 
14, 2023, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
to provide input and recommendations 
on revisions to Government Auditing 
Standards, also known as the Yellow 
Book. The purpose of the meeting is to 
discuss proposed revisions and updates 
as a result of comments received on the 
January 2023 Yellow Book Exposure 
Draft. The agenda and discussion 
materials for the meeting will be 
available at https://www.gao.gov/ 
yellowbook approximately one week 
before the meeting. 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
Thursday, September 14, 2023, from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office, 441 G Street NW, Washington, 
DC 20548, in the Staats Briefing Room 
(7C13). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information on the meeting or the 
Yellow Book, please contact Michael 
Bingham, Assistant Director, Financial 
Management and Assurance, 
BinghamM@gao.gov or (202) 512–2886. 
To request a reasonable accommodation 
(RA) for this meeting, email GAO’s RA 
office at ReasonableAccommodations@
gao.gov. Please request all 
accommodations at least five business 
days prior to the event (by September 7, 
2023). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In the 
afternoon, members of the public will 
have an opportunity to briefly address 
the Council on matters directly related 
to the proposed revisions. Any 
interested person who plans to attend 
the meeting as an observer must contact 
Michael Bingham, Assistant Director, at 
(202) 512–2886, before September 7, 
2023. To obtain access to the GAO 
building for the meeting, a form of 
picture identification must be presented 
to the GAO Security Desk. Please enter 
the building at the G Street entrance. 
The meeting agenda will be available 
upon request one week before the 
meeting. 

Authority: Pub. L. 67–13, 42 Stat. 20 
(June 10, 1921). 

James Dalkin, 
Director, Financial Management and 
Assurance, U.S. Government Accountability 
Office. 
[FR Doc. 2023–17801 Filed 8–17–23; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS). 
ACTION: Request for information; 
extension of comment period. 

SUMMARY: CDC’s National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) is extending the public 
comment period for a request for 
information (RFI) that published April 
26, 2023, regarding a World Trade 

Center (WTC) Health Program research 
cohort for future studies on health, 
social, and educational impacts among 
persons exposed to the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks who were aged 21 
years or younger at the time of their 
exposures. An organization interested in 
responding to the RFI asked CDC to 
extend the comment period to allow 
more time to submit comments. With 
this notice, the comment period is 
extended an additional 60 days, to allow 
interested parties additional time to 
respond. 

DATES: Comments must be received by 
October 23, 2023. 
ADDRESSES: Comments may be 
submitted through either of the 
following two methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http:// 
www.regulations.gov (follow the 
instructions for submitting comments), 
or 

• By Mail: NIOSH Docket Office, 
Robert A. Taft Laboratories, MS C–34, 
1090 Tusculum Avenue, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45226–1998. 

Instructions: All written submissions 
received in response to this notice must 
include the agency name (Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, HHS) 
and docket number (CDC–2023–0027, 
NIOSH–350) for this action. All relevant 
comments, including any personal 
information provided, will be posted 
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Rachel Weiss, Program Analyst, 1090 
Tusculum Ave., MS C–46, Cincinnati, 
OH 45226; Telephone (404) 498–2500 
(this is not a toll-free number); Email 
NIOSHregs@cdc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The WTC 
Health Program was established by title 
I of the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Act of 2010, Public Law 
111–347, as amended by Public Law 
114–113, Public Law 116–59, and 
Public Law 117–328, adding title XXXIII 
to the Public Health Service (PHS) Act 
(codified at 42 U.S.C. 300mm–300mm– 
62). All references to the Administrator 
in this document mean the Director of 
the NIOSH within CDC, or his or her 
designee. 

The WTC Health Program conducts 
research among its members receiving 
monitoring or treatment in the Program 
and in sampled populations outside the 
New York City disaster area (NYCDA), 
as defined in section 3306(7) of the PHS 
Act, in Manhattan as far north as 14th 
Street and in Brooklyn.1 
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2 Public Law 117–328 (Dec. 29, 2022). 
3 WTC survivors include individuals who lived, 

worked, went to school, or attended child or adult 
day care in the NYCDA on September 11, 2001, or 
in the following days, weeks, or months and those 
otherwise meeting the eligibility criteria in 42 CFR 
88.7 or 88.8. 

In December 2022, the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2023 2 amended 
section 3341 of the PHS Act to direct the 
Administrator, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Education, to establish a 
new research cohort. The cohort must 
be of sufficient size to conduct future 
research studies on the health and 
educational impacts of ‘‘exposure to 
airborne toxins, or any other hazard or 
adverse condition, resulting from the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
including on the population of 
individuals who were 21 years of age or 
younger at the time of exposure, 
including such individuals who are 
screening-eligible WTC survivors or 
certified-eligible WTC survivors.’’ 3 The 
new WTC Health Program youth 
research cohort is referred to as ‘‘WTC 
Youth.’’ In accordance with section 
3341, the cohort of WTC Youth must: 

• Be of sufficient size to conduct 
future research studies on the health 
and educational impacts of 9/11 
exposures; 

• Include in this group sufficient 
representation of individuals who were 
21 years of age or younger at the time 
of exposure; and 

• Include in this group individuals 
who are screening-eligible WTC 
survivors or certified-eligible WTC 
survivors. 

The cohort may also include 
individuals who were 21 years of age or 
younger on September 11, 2001, who 
were located outside the NYCDA and in 
Manhattan not further north than 14th 
Street; or anywhere within the borough 
of Brooklyn. Additionally, the cohort 
may include age-appropriate control 
populations as needed for research 
purposes. 

In response to these new 
requirements, the Administrator, 
following consultation with the 
Secretary of Education, will engage the 
public for input on a multi-phased 
approach for establishing the youth 
cohort. At this time, the Administrator 
seeks initial comments on the following 
approach: 

1. Phase I: Community Engagement: 
Gather sufficient information from 
educators, scientists, and community 
members on options for establishing a 
youth cohort that will efficiently 
support future research. 

2. Phase II: Options Development: Use 
the information gathered in Phase I to 
develop a set of options for moving 

forward with establishing the youth 
cohort. 

3. Phase III: Options Ranking: Engage 
community in ranking the options 
developed in Phase II. 

4. Phase IV: Option Selection and 
Implementation: Use the information 
from Phase III to select the preferred 
option(s) for establishing the youth 
cohort. 

Request for Information 
In this request for information 

published in the Federal Register (88 
FR 25406) on April 26, 2023, NIOSH is 
soliciting information from any 
interested party, including educators, 
researchers, clinicians, community 
members, WTC Health Program 
members, treatment providers, and 
government agencies at all levels 
(Federal, State, Territorial, local, and 
Tribal), regarding the proposed 
approach to establishing the WTC 
Health Program youth cohort. 

In particular, NIOSH seeks comments 
on the following items regarding the 
general approach to assembling the 
cohort, as described above: 

1. Whether the four-phased approach 
for establishing the youth cohort is 
comprehensive and adequately 
incorporates community involvement in 
selecting a preferred approach for 
establishing the youth cohort. 

2. Any potential partnerships for 
future actions for establishing the cohort 
of WTC Youth. 

NIOSH also seeks information on the 
following scientific parameters, best 
practices, and approaches for 
assembling a research cohort that is best 
suited for future research of WTC 
Youth: 

3. Ideas regarding outreach, 
recruitment, retention, community 
involvement, and project oversight. 
NIOSH is interested in descriptions of 
any anticipated barriers to the project 
and propose potential risk mitigation 
strategies. 

4. Health conditions and potential 
social and educational impacts (i.e., 
adverse effects of interest) that may be 
priorities for future research on WTC 
Youth. In light of these adverse effects 
to be researched, NIOSH is interested in 
descriptions of the cohort characteristics 
believed necessary to support future 
research, including recommendations 
on data collection requirements, such as 
describing methods for and frequency of 
contact with prospective cohort 
members. 

5. The recruitment and retention of 
appropriate control group(s) for future 
observational studies of WTC Youth. 
For example, recruitment methods may 
differ between exposed and control 

groups given expected differences in 
participation rates. These differences 
may lead to a selection bias. A selection 
bias may also arise given the long period 
of time between exposure and 
recruitment (i.e., a survivorship bias). 
NIOSH is interested in comments 
regarding selection of controls using 
methods that reduce the potential for 
bias in future research. 

Commenters are encouraged to offer 
information and insights into the 
specific topics described above, or any 
other aspect of this activity. 

NIOSH received a request to extend 
the comment period from an 
organization interested in commenting 
on the RFI. CDC is extending the 
comment period to allow more time to 
comment. Accordingly, the comment 
period is extended through October 23, 
2023. 

Disclaimer 

This notice is intended for planning 
purposes; it does not constitute a formal 
announcement for comprehensive 
applications. In accordance with 
Federal Acquisition Regulation 48 CFR 
15.201(e), responses to this notice are 
not offers and cannot be accepted by the 
Government to form a binding award. 
NIOSH will not provide reimbursement 
for costs incurred in commenting on 
this notice. 

NIOSH will not respond to individual 
public comments or publish publicly a 
compendium of responses. An 
informational submission in response to 
this notice does not create any 
commitment by or on behalf of CDC or 
HHS to develop or pursue any program 
or ideas discussed. 

John J. Howard, 
Administrator, World Trade Center Health 
Program and Director, National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, Department 
of Health and Human Services. 
[FR Doc. 2023–17770 Filed 8–17–23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4163–18–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services 

[CMS–3440–FN] 

Medicare and Medicaid Programs: 
Application From the Joint 
Commission for Continued CMS 
Approval of Its Critical Access Hospital 
Accreditation Program 

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS), HHS. 
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