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TABLE 1—TAKE ANALYSIS—Continued

: Authorized Percent

Species take 1 Abundance 2 abundance
LT ESTTo I =T o] o] SRS 0 3,764 n/a
Melon-headed whale .. 0 7,003 n/a
Pygmy killer whale ... 0 2,126 n/a
False killer whale ..... 0 3,204 n/a
Killer whale ........cccoc...... 0 267 n/a
Short-finned PIlot WhalE ...........oi ettt ettt e b eeneeas 0 1,981 n/a

1Scalar ratios were not applied in this case due to brief survey duration.

2Best abundance estimate. For most taxa, the best abundance estimate for purposes of comparison with take estimates is considered here to
be the model-predicted abundance (Roberts et al., 2016). For those taxa where a density surface model predicting abundance by month was
produced, the maximum mean seasonal abundance was used. For those taxa where abundance is not predicted by month, only mean annual
abundance is available. For Rice’s whale and the killer whale, the larger estimated SAR abundance estimate is used.

3The final rule refers to the GOM Bryde’s whale (Balaenoptera edeni). These whales were subsequently described as a new species, Rice’s

whale (Balaenoptera ricei) (Rosel et al., 2021).

4Modeled take of one decreased to zero. For rough-toothed dolphin, use of the exposure modeling produces results that are smaller than the
average GOM group size (i.e., estimated exposure value of 1, relative to assumed average group size of 14) (Maze-Foley and Mullin, 2006).
NMFS’ typical practice is to increase exposure estimates to the assumed average group size for a species in order to ensure that, if the species
is encountered, exposures will not exceed the authorized take number. However, given the very short survey duration and small estimated expo-
sure value NMFS has determined that it is unlikely the species would be encountered at all. As a result, in this case NMFS has not authorized

take for this species.

5Modeled take of 13 increased to account for potential encounter with a group of average size (Maze-Foley and Mullin, 2006).

Based on the analysis contained
herein of Echo’s proposed survey
activity described in its LOA
application and the anticipated take of
marine mammals, NMFS finds that
small numbers of marine mammals will
be taken relative to the affected species
or stock sizes (i.e., less than one-third of
the best available abundance estimate)
and therefore the taking is of no more
than small numbers.

Authorization

NMEF'S has determined that the level
of taking for this LOA request is
consistent with the findings made for
the total taking allowable under the
incidental take regulations and that the
amount of take authorized under the
LOA is of no more than small numbers.
Accordingly, we have issued an LOA to
Echo authorizing the take of marine
mammals incidental to its geophysical
survey activity, as described above.

Dated: May 23, 2024.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public hybrid meeting of
Herring Committee to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: This hybrid meeting will be held
on Friday, June 14, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.
ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held at
the Hilton Garden Inn, 100 High Street,
Portsmouth, NH 03801; telephone: (603)
431-1499.

Webinar registration URL
information: https://nefmc-org.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN Fwh9UPgZSk-
JKW65KOn12Q.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cate
O’Keefe, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Committee will meet to discuss a
summary of Amendment 10 public
comments received during the scoping
period. They will receive an update
including the timeline for Atlantic
Herring Specifications for 2025-2027.
The Committee will discuss an example
of in-season estimates regarding River
Herring and Shad Catch Caps and will
make recommendations, as appropriate.
Other business will be discussed as
necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained on the agenda may come

before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency. The public also should be
aware that the meeting will be recorded.
Consistent with 16 U.S.C 1852, a copy
of the recording is available upon
request.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Cate
O’Keefe, Executive Director, at (978)
465—0492, at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 23, 2024.
Diane M. DeJames-Daly,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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