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as the Secretary refers to them for 
review and advice. 

Matters To Be Considered: Board 
members will discuss updates and 
recommendations on the ‘‘State of Sea 
Grant’’ Report to Congress as well as 
other topics that need Board feedback, 
Board participation of Sea Grant 
Network Groups, as well as discuss and 
vote on the external reviewer for the 
Evaluation Committee: https://seagrant.
noaa.gov/About/Advisory-Board. 

David Holst, 
Chief Financial Officer/Administrative 
Officer, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Research, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2024–15802 Filed 7–17–24; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice; receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the Maine Department of Marine 
Resources, 194 McKown Point Road, 
West Boothbay Harbor, ME 04575 
(Sarah Leiter, Responsible Party), has 
applied in due form for a permit to 
conduct research on marine mammals. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before August 19, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 27858 from the list of available 
applications. These documents are also 
available upon written request via email 
to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted via email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include File No. 27858 in the subject 
line of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth 
the specific reasons why a hearing on 
this application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shasta McClenahan, Ph.D., or Carrie 
Hubard, (301) 427–8401. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended 
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), and the regulations governing 
the taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR parts 222 through 226). 

The applicant requests a 5-year 
research permit to study North Atlantic 
right whale (Eubalaena glacialis) 
distribution, seasonality, density, 
abundance, and habitat use in the Gulf 
of Maine. An additional 19 species of 
marine mammals may be harassed and 
opportunistically studied including the 
following ESA-listed species: blue 
(Balaenoptera musculus), fin (B. 
physalus), sei (B. borealis), and sperm 
(Physeter macrocephalus) whales. 
Research may occur year-round during 
vessel or manned aircraft surveys for 
counts, photography, video recording, 
observations, and passive acoustic 
recordings. See the application for 
complete numbers of animals requested 
by species, age-class, and procedure. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of the 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors. 

Dated: July 15, 2024. 
Julia M. Harrison, 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–15862 Filed 7–17–24; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 95 Atlantic 
Migratory Cobia Removals Webinar II. 

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 95 assessment of 
the Atlantic stock of cobia will consist 
of a series of data and assessment 
webinars. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 
DATES: The SEDAR 95 Atlantic 
Migratory Cobia Removals Webinar II is 
scheduled for August 1, 2024, from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m., Eastern. The established 
times may be adjusted as necessary to 
accommodate the timely completion of 
discussion relevant to the assessment 
process. Such adjustments may result in 
the meeting being extended from or 
completed prior to the time established 
by this notice. 
ADDRESSES: 

Meeting address: The meeting will be 
held via webinar. The webinar is open 
to members of the public. Those 
interested in participating should 
contact Julie A. Neer at SEDAR (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT) to 
request an invitation providing webinar 
access information. Please request 
webinar invitations at least 24 hours in 
advance of each webinar. 

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place 
Drive, Suite 201, N. Charleston, SC 
29405; www.sedarweb.org. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571– 
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf 
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and 
Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA 
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commissions, 
have implemented the Southeast Data, 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
process, a multi-step method for 
determining the status of fish stocks in 
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a three- 
step process including: (1) Data 
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process 
utilizing webinars; and (3) Review 
Workshop. The product of the Data 
Workshop is a data report, which 
compiles and evaluates potential 
datasets and recommends which 
datasets are appropriate for assessment 
analyses. The product of the Assessment 
Process is a stock assessment report that 
describes the fisheries, evaluates the 
status of the stock, estimates biological 
benchmarks, projects future population 
conditions, and recommends research 
and monitoring needs. The assessment 
is independently peer reviewed at the 
Review Workshop. The product of the 
Review Workshop is a Summary 
documenting panel opinions regarding 
the strengths and weaknesses of the 
stock assessment and input data. 
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