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of the purposes of the Act. Rather, the
Exchange believes that the proposed
rule change will result in additional
investment options and opportunities to
achieve the investment and trading
objectives of market participants seeking
efficient trading and hedging vehicles,
to the benefit of investors, market
participants, and the marketplace in
general. Specifically, the Exchange
believes that GLD options investors and
traders will significantly benefit from
the availability of finer strike price
intervals above a $200 price point. In
addition, the interval setting regime the
Exchange proposes to apply to GLD
options is currently applied to SPY,
IVV, QQQ, IWM, and DIA options,
which are similarly popular and widely
traded ETF products and track indexes
at similarly high price levels. Thus, the
proposed strike setting regime for GLD
options will allow options on this an
actively traded ETF with index levels at
corresponding price levels to trade
pursuant to the same strike setting
regime. This will permit investors to
employ similar investment and hedging
strategies for each of these options.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

Written comments were neither
solicited nor received.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Because the foregoing proposed rule
change does not: (i) significantly affect
the protection of investors or the public
interest; (ii) impose any significant
burden on competition; and (iii) become
operative for 30 days from the date on
which it was filed, or such shorter time
as the Commission may designate, if
consistent with the protection of
investors and the public interest, the
proposed rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A)(iii) of the Act?® and Rule
19b—4(f)(6) thereunder.®

A proposed rule change filed
pursuant to Rule 19b—4(f)(6) under the
Act10 normally does not become
operative for 30 days after the date of its

815 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(iii).

917 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6). In addition, Rule 19b—
4(f)(6) requires a self-regulatory organization to give
the Commission written notice of its intent to file
the proposed rule change, along with a brief
description and text of the proposed rule change,
at least five business days prior to the date of filing
of the proposed rule change, or such shorter time
as designated by the Commission. The Exchange
has satisfied this requirement.

1017 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6).

filing. However, Rule 19b—4(f)(6)(iii) 11
permits the Commission to designate a
shorter time if such action is consistent
with the protection of investors and the
public interest. The Exchange has
requested that the Commission waive
the 30-day operative delay so that the
proposal may become operative
immediately upon filing. The Exchange
states that its proposal is substantively
identical to a proposal filed by another
exchange that the Commission recently
approved,2 and that a waiver of the
operative delay would permit the
Exchange to implement the proposal
immediately, thus fostering competition
among GLD options throughout the
industry. The Commission believes that
the proposed rule change presents no
novel issues and that waiver of the 30-
day operative delay is consistent with
the protection of investors and the
public interest. Accordingly, the
Commission hereby waives the 30-day
operative delay and designates the
proposed rule change operative upon
filing.13

At any time within 60 days of the
filing of the proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act. If the
Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
under Section 19(b)(2)(B) 14 of the Act to
determine whether the proposed rule
change should be approved or
disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
SAPPHIRE-2024—-06 on the subject line.

1117 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6)(iii).

12 See Securities Exchange Act Release No.
100447 (June 28, 2024), 89 FR 55293 (July 3, 2024)
(SR-ISE-2024-17).

13 For purposes only of waiving the 30-day
operative delay, the Commission has also
considered the proposed rule’s impact on
efficiency, competition, and capital formation. See
15 U.S.C. 78c(f).

1415 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)(B).

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.
All submissions should refer to file
number SR—-SAPPHIRE-2024-06. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for website viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549, on official
business days between the hours of 10
a.m. and 3 p.m. Copies of the filing also
will be available for inspection and
copying at the principal office of the
Exchange. Do not include personal
identifiable information in submissions;
you should submit only information
that you wish to make available
publicly. We may redact in part or
withhold entirely from publication
submitted material that is obscene or
subject to copyright protection. All
submissions should refer to file number
SR-SAPPHIRE-2024-06 and should be
submitted on or before September 4,
2024.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.15

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024—-18070 Filed 8-13-24; 8:45 am]|
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1517 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12), (59).
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100 F Street NE, Washington, DC
20549-2736.

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) is soliciting comments
on the collection of information
summarized below. The Commission
plans to submit this existing collection
of information to the Office of
Management and Budget for extension
and approval.

Form 1-U (17 CFR 239.93) is used to
file current event reports by Tier 2
issuers under Regulation A, an
exemption from registration under the
Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C 77a et
seq.). Form 1-U provides information to
the public within four business days of
fundamental changes in the nature of
the issuer’s business and other
significant events. We estimate that
approximately 1,502 issuers file Form
1-U annually. We estimate that Form 1-
U takes approximately 5.0 hours to
prepare. We estimate that 85% of the 5.0
hours per response is prepared by the
company for a total annual burden of
6,384 hours (4.25 hours per response X
1,502 responses).

Written comments are invited on: (a)
whether this proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden imposed by the collection
of information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; and (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology. Consideration will be given
to comments and suggestions submitted
in writing within 60 days of this
publication by October 15, 2024.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid
control number.

Please direct your written comment to
Austin Gerig, Director/Chief Data
Officer, Securities and Exchange
Commission, ¢/o Oluwaseun Ajayi, 100
F Street NE, Washington, DC 20549 or
send an email to: PRA_Mailbox@
sec.gov.

Dated: August 9, 2024.

Vanessa A. Countryman,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-18166 Filed 8—13—24; 8:45 am]
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Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”),? and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?2
notice is hereby given that on August 1,
2024, Cboe EDGX Exchange, Inc. (the
“Exchange” or “EDGX”) filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(“SEC” or “Commission”) the proposed
rule change as described in Items [, II,
and III below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

Cboe EDGX Exchange, Inc. (the
“Exchange” or “EDGX”’) proposes to
amend its Fees Schedule. The text of the
proposed rule change is provided in
Exhibit 5.

The text of the proposed rule change
is also available on the Exchange’s
website (http://markets.cboe.com/us/
options/regulation/rule_filings/edgx/) at
the Exchange’s Office of the Secretary,
and at the Commission’s Public
Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend its
Fees Schedule, effective August 1, 2024.

The Exchange first notes that it
operates in a highly competitive market
in which market participants can
readily direct order flow to competing
venues if they deem fee levels at a
particular venue to be excessive or
incentives to be insufficient. More
specifically, the Exchange is only one of
17 options venues to which market
participants may direct their order flow.
Based on publicly available information,
no single options exchange has more
than 12% of the market share.? Thus, in
such a low-concentrated and highly
competitive market, no single options
exchange possesses significant pricing
power in the execution of option order
flow. The Exchange believes that the
ever-shifting market share among the
exchanges from month to month
demonstrates that market participants
can shift order flow or discontinue to
reduce use of certain categories of
products in response to fee changes.
Accordingly, competitive forces
constrain the Exchange’s transaction
fees, and market participants can readily
trade on competing venues if they deem
pricing levels at those other venues to
be more favorable.

The Exchange assesses fees in
connection with orders routed away to
various exchanges. The Exchange notes
that its current approach to routing fees
is to set forth in a simple manner certain
sub-categories of fees that approximate
the cost of routing to other options
exchanges based on the cost of
transaction fees assessed by each venue
as well as a flat $0.15 assessment that
covers costs to the Exchange for routing
(i.e., clearing fees, connectivity and
other infrastructure costs, membership
fees, etc.) (collectively, ‘Routing
Costs”’). The Exchange then monitors
the fees charged as compared to the
costs of its routing services and adjusts
its routing fees and/or sub-categories to
ensure that the Exchange’s fees do
indeed result in a rough approximation
of overall Routing Costs, and are not
significantly higher or lower in any area.
The Exchange notes that another
options exchange currently assesses
routing fees in a similar manner as the

3 See Cboe Global Markets U.S. Options Monthly
Market Volume Summary (July 30, 2024), available
at https://markets.cboe.com/us/options/market
statistics/.
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