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By Mr. WILSHIRE: The petition of citizens of Faulkner and Pu
laski Countie , Arkansas, for a post-route from Little Rock to Mount 
Vernon, Arkansas, to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post
Roads. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the third district 9f Arkansas, for 
the repeal of the specie r nmption act of January 14, 18i5, there
tirement of national bank -currency, and the conversion of the national 
bonded debt into 3.65 bonds, interconvertible with legal-tender paper 
money at the plea ore of the holder, to the Committee on Banking 
ann Currency. 

Also, the memorial of a delegation of Creek Indians, for the pay
ment of funds to the "Creek orphans," due theu:~o. under the Creek 
Treaty of 1832, to the Committee on In<lhm Affairs. 
' By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of Mrs. M. Janet Burleson, Emmarilla 
Carr, Collien~ville Masonic Lodge, and Lucinda :McGuire, for use, occu
pation, and destruction of property by the United States Army, to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the memorial of H. F. Farnsworth, for a 
refund of money paid as a fine, to the same committee. 

IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 21, 1876. 

The Chaplain, Rev. BrioN SUNDERLAND, D. D., offered the follow
ing prayer: 

Almighty and everlasting God, the only elf-immol'tal, who dwellest 
in light unapproachable and full of glory, we bless and adore Thy 
name, and give Thee hearty thanks. Though we are mortal men and 
have our habitation in the dust, living under inevitable change, the 
years rolling over us so that we sink into the grave, yet ha t Thou 
for us kindled amid this gloom the light of hope. As Thy servants 
turn a ide this day to remember him who so late presided in this 
Cbamb r, we beseech Tbee let the heavenly assurance fall upon them, 
as it did upon him, that Thou rut their Father, Jesus their Saviour, the 
Holy Ghost their s:1nctifier, heaven their glorious heritance and last
ing home, and all the host .of angels and of the general assembly and 
of souls redeemed the bright aml ble ·sed company of their associa
tion finally and forever. Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Journal of ye terday's proceedings' as read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

'l'he PRESIDENT pro tempore pre euted the memorial of St.anley 
Mathews and other gentlemen compo ing a committee of the national 
railroad convention held at St. Louis, Missom'i, November 23 and 24, 
1875, setting forth the :ulvn.ntages of certain thoroughfare<~; which 
was refeiTed to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the memorin.l of Captain William Chandler, 
formerly an officer in the Navy, praying the difference between the 
"leave pay" of a lieutenant ruld that of a commander from Sept-em
ber 14, 1855, to December 22, 1858; which was referred to the Com
mittee on Naval A:ffaim. 

Mr. ALCORN presented the petition of Samuel J. Gholson, of Mis
sissippi, praying the removal by Congre s of his political disabilities; 
which was refeiTed to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

1\ir. LOGAN presented the petition of William H. Akins and Jacob 
D. Felthouser, praying compensation for inventing new 110d useful 
improvements in sewing-machines; which was referred to the Com
mittee on Patents. 

He also presented the petition of McKnight n.nd RichardSon, pray
ing payment of a balance of $9,102.50, with interest from May, 1 61, 
due on vouchers issued for supplies furnished to the Army in May, 
1 61; which was referred to the Committee sm Claims. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of citizens of Ohio, praying 
that the postal route from Chillicothe to Piketon be extended to Jas
per, in that State, so as to give to that part of the State the advan
tages of a daily mail; which was referred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr:P AD DOCK presented the petition of L. H. Col bey, a.nd others, 
members of the bar and citizens of the State of Nebra ka, pra~ing for 
the enactment of a law for the holding of one or more terms of the 
United States district court each year at the city of Lincoln, the capital 
of the State; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BOGY presented the petition of Fleming Crump and William 
Williamson, only surviving soldiers of th Yellowstone expedition of 
1824, praying to be allowed a pension for services rendered in that ex
pedition; which was refeiTed to the Committee on Pensions. 

REPORTS OF CO fMITI'EES. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from t)le Committee on Finance, to whom was re
ferred the bill (S. No. 124) to provide for a commission on the subject 
of the alcoholic liquor traffic, reported it with an amendment. 

!ir. CONKLING, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
refeiTed the bill (S. No. 304) to amend section 4130 of the Revised Stat
utes of the United States, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 305) to change the location of the consulates at .A.ix-la-Cha
pelle, and at Omoa and Truxillo, reported it without amendment. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. ALCORN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 318) to remove the political disabilities of Sam
uel J. Ghol on, a citizen of the State of Mississippi; which was read 
twice by its title, refeiTed to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EATON asked, and by una.nimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 319) for extension of patent to Thorna-s A. 
·weston; which wa-s read twice by its title, referred to the Commit
tee on Patent.s, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LOGAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 320) to reduce the number and increa e the 
efficiency of the Medical Corps; which was read twic Ly it title, 
r·eferred to the Committee on Military Affair , and ordered to be 
printed. 

1\ir. HARVEY a ked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce 11 bill (S. No. ~21) for the relief of certain persons sufferers 
from Indian depredations; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to t.L.e Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtn.iued, leave to intro
duce a bill (S. No. 322) to amend an act entitled "An act to amend an 
act to construct a railroad and telegraph line from the :Missouri River 
to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure the Govemment the use of the 
same for postal, military, and other purpo es," approved July2, 1864; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 323) to amend chapter 256 of the Revised 
Statutes, approved June 8, 1H74; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was 
Ordered, That Edward S .. Myer have leave to withdraw his petition and papers 

from the files of the Senate. 

PUBLICATION OF UNNECESSARY DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. SHERMAN submitteu the following re olution; which was con
sidered by unanimous consent, rtnd agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printina inquire into and report what legisla
tion is necessary to prevent the publication of documents of no practica.l value. 

ADJOUR..~l\1ENT TO :MO~A Y. 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate <1.djourns to·day it be to meet on .Monday next. 

DEATH OF VICE-PRESIDENT WILSON. 
Mr. BOUTWELL. Mr. Pre iclent, I rise to present and to a k for. 

the immediate consideration by the Senate of resolutions in honor of 
the late Vice-President of the United States. 

The PRESIDE~"'T pro tempore. The resolutions will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: • 
Resolved, That the Senate has receive«! with profoun<l soiTowthe announcement 

of the death of RENnY WILSOY, bte Vice .. President of the United States, and Pre..si· 
dent of the Senate, and who had been for eighteen years of consecutive ervice a 
member of this bocly. · 

Resolved, That business be now suspended, that the fiiends and associate of the 
deceased may pa.y fitting tribute to hi.S J?Ublic and private virtues. 

Resolved, That the Secret.uy commurucate tht<se resolutions to the House of Rep
resentatives. 

The resolutions were agreed to unanimously. 
The PRESIDENT p1·o tempm·e. The Chair will lay before the Senate 

the tribute to the memory of HENRY WILSON, late Vice-President, 
paid by American residents in Berlin, transmitted through the Secre
tru·y of State, which the Secretary will now report. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 
At a meeting of Americans resident in Berlin, holden at the American chapel on 

Tha.nksgiving Day, November ll5, lo75, :Mr. Nicholas Fish in the chair, it was 
Resolved unanimously1 That we have heard with the most profound sorrow of the 

death of the Vioo..Presiuent of the United States, RENnY WILSON, and as a trilmte 
to his memory we tlesire to record our appreciation of the high qua.liti,e..s which 
distinguished him as a man and of the emment and faithful services which in a. 
long public career he has rendered the countrv by his undeviating devotion to the 
cause of the Union and adherence to the great p1·inciple of human liberty. That 
copies of these resolutions be transmitted to the Prcsi«lent :mtl to the Senate of the 
United States. 

The committee on resolutions: H .. Kreismann, chairman; W\llia.m C .. Eastlack, 
Herm Rose, Jos. P. Thompson, A. H. Sylvester .. 

To Hon. THOl\IAS W. FERRY, 
P-rti8ident of the Senate of the United States, Washington, D .. 0. 

Mr. BOUTWELL. Mr. Pre ident, it iS a sati8fnction which tbe 
presence of death even cannot extmgui~h nor qualify that we may 
record the testimony which we are dispo ed to give concerning the 
character and virtues of those with whom we have been a sociatoo. 

The late Vice-President of the United States was a member of the 
Senate for the period of eight.een years, an<.l for nearly three years he 
was its Presiding Officer. No man was better known to the Senate, 
and, of his contemporaries no one was better known to the country. 
For more than a third of a century be bad been in the public service of 
the State of Massachusetts or of the United States. The nature of his 
service was always the same. He was, at various time and by repeated 
elections, a member of each branch of the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
and for two ~ars. he was the president of its senate. This training 
was the best preparation which ow· S:'stem furnishes for service in 
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the legislative branch of the National Government. In this service 
and for twenty years he gained constantly in the good opinion of the 
people of the State and of the country. Such a career was not au 
accident, nor was it due to what is called, usually, fortune or favor
ing circumstances. Indeed, there was no man of distinction among 
his contemporaries to whom fortune had denied as much. His pa
rentage was honorable, and his ancestry for many generations, and 
without interruption on either side, was of New Hampshire blood 
and lineage; but they possessed neither wealth nor careful cul
ture. The training of a child born into a family of wealth and high 
culture, without p1·etension or pedantry, is of more value for the af
fairs of the world than the education of schools and colleges. 

Mr. WILSON had not the benefits of either, while many of his con
temporaries enjoyed the advantages of cultured homes, cultured so
ciety, and the training and discipline of school, college, and univer
sity. 

Others again, to whom these advantages were denied as to Mr. WIL
SON, were blessed witl;l. the tokens of genius, distinguishing them at 
once from the ma.ss of men as worthy of eminence and crowning 
them in anticipation without apparent effort for themselves. 

Mr. WILSON was not an orator; he had not the gift of eloquence; 
he had not the power of logical reasoning so as to command the as
sent of unwilling hearers, nor had he extra-ordinary aptitude for 
scholarly pursuits. By training and long-continued practice he 
became a clear, self-contained, convincing writer and speaker . • At 
times he was more than this, and he exhibited occasionally something 
of the power and quality of the orator. His stren~th was chiefly, 
however, in the depth and earnestness of his convictiOns and in his 
knowledge of the subjects that he discussed. 

The denial to him of the advanta.ges of early careful training, either 
in his home or in society or in school, of high special gifts or unusual 
faculties in any of the qualities es ential to the successful oratoF or 
writer, forces upon us the grave question, to what special :form of 
genius, power of nature, or accomplishment of art was he indebted 
for t he capa-city for lea{}ership in the great moral and political strug
gle of historical times f This question and its answer concern the 
American people, who raised him to the rank of a leader and trusted, 
honored, and sustained him as a leader, more than they concern the 
reputation or even character of Mr. WILSON as an historical person
age. First, he was endowed by nature with an heroic resolution, 
which at once urged him to acquire knowledge and sustained him in 
his ceaseless efforts to accomplish whatever he undertook. The ability 
to labor was his second great endowment. As he had more obstacles 
to overcome than any other man that we have known, so he had 
more abundant means for overcoming the obstacles that were in his 
way. Resolution to work and ability to work are a substitute for 
·everything except genius, and often they become even the rival of 
genius itself. The same restless, untiring spirit that he exhibited 
among men in the open day upon questions and topics of public 
political concern, whether of peace or wru·, animated. him in his efforts 
to overcome the •defects of early life, and finally to contribute to the 
history of the country a faithful narrative of the great contest in 
which he had a{}ted so important a part. 

But above all and over all as the chief of his endowments was his 
fearless, conscientious devotion to duty in political public affairs. He 
came into public life as a member of the whlcr party, but as the rep
resentative and exponent of the views and wishes of the workingmen. 

The slavery question was soon forced upon us in the project for the 
annexation of Texas. The success of that project was followed by 
o\her measures designed to strengthen, protect, or foster the institution 
of slavery. To all these schemes Mr. WILSON was always and every
where opposed. He used parties, he destroyed parties, and he organized 
parties, and all to prevent, first, the spread of slavery, and then to 
overthrow it. From the year 1tWO, when I first met him, he was the 
unwavering opponent of slavery. If other men made larger contri
butions to the intellectual and moral forces engaged in the war against 
slavery, he was chief over all the · chiefs in the work of combining 
and organizing those forces for the political contests of 1850, 1851, 
and 1852 in Massachusetts, and for the national contests of 1856 and 
1860, which gave the welcome triumph of freedom to a slavery
accursed Republic. His power in this respect was due solely to his 
capacity to present to others the moral and political considerations 
which ought to.guide them. . . 

As a member of the republican party, he was a str1ct party man. 
He believed in its principles, respected its opinions, exulted in its 
power for good, and ~loried in its history. Ambitious personally he 
never allowed his pnvate interests or wishes to interfere with the 
pro pects of his party. No. man yielded more readily to the opinions 
of his friends or subordinated local and personal claims to the general 
welfare. 

During the entire war he occupied one of the most important posts 
in the Senate, and in that post be was first of all in the character 
and value of the services rendered to the War Depa1tment and to the 
armies in the field. When the war ended, he asked only that those 
who had been in arms should a{}cept in good faith the new Constitu
tion and the emancipated bondmen as citizens and equals in theory 
and in fact. If he had not the most prominent part in amending the 
Con titution and in providing le~almeans for the reconstruction of 
the Government, no other man dia as much to remeve t he prejudices 
of the people, to encourage the timid, to arouse the indifferent, and, 

in fine, to render those great measures acceptable to the country. In 
this protracted and weary work he thought less of himself than of 
his party and less of his party than of his country ; but he identi
fied himself with his party in the interests solely of his party, and he 

· vindicated his pa.rty as the only means of saving his country. Time 
and history will justify him in these particulars. 

He was a politician, a party man, and a statesman as well. Of the 
political anti-slavery men of this country he is of the first and very 
mall clas, and history may, with justice to all, a ign him a leading 

place even in that small class. When we consider the magnitude of the 
updertaking by which slavery was overthrown, the military opera
tions attending it, in which he bore a conspicuous and honorable part 
in the public councils, the difficulties that waited upon ever attempt 
to re-organize the Government, which he as much as any other man 
assisted in removing, and all crowned in his own life with full suc
cess, can his right to be co\Ulted among the statesmen of America be 
denied t 

The preservation of this Government from 1861 to 18G5 was a more 
difficult work than the maintenance of the Declaration of Independ
ence from 1776 to 1783, anu its re-organization was a more delicate task 
than the formation of the Constitution and the establishment of tho 
Union in 1787 and 1789; nor can I doubt that these later events will 
contribute more largely to the welfare of the human race. 

While slavery existed our example wa shunned by many who 
otherwise would have been the advocates of republican institutions 
in other countries. Slavery has disappeared, and no argument can 
be drawn from our Constitution, and I trust · that hereafter no argu
ment will be drawn from our conduct or policy, calculated to prevent 
the spread of republican ideas. 

As men prefer truth to falsehood, so they will prefer. freedom and 
equality to -authority and subserviency, and therefore we may -pre
dict the spread of republican ideas and the advance of republican . 
institutions in other lauds. · 

For these results and ends Mr. WILSON labored, and these results 
and ends, when realized, will be a better eulogy upon his life, chai·
acter, and services than any pronounced in pulpit or Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, until st very recent hour I did not ex
pect to participate in the proceedings of the Senate on this occasion, 
and I rise now for the purpose of seconding the resolu tiona submitted 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, and in a very few words to pay 
that personal tribute to the memory of our late Vice-President of which 
he and the work of his life are so eminently worthy. 

In every age and in every country of the world homage has been paid 
to the great and the good; and still more appropriately has the custom 
obtaineu of paying a just tribute to the heroic and meritorious dead. 
The chisel of the sculptor .and the pencil of the artist have been in
voked to preserve their form and feu,tures for other times. 

It is well, then, that we pause amid the stirring scenes that provoke 
discussion and sometimes bitterness in this Hall, now shrouded with 
the drapery of mourning, to pay a just and fitting testimonial to him 
who was so long a member of this body and so recently its presiding 
officer. 

HENRY WILSON, thou~h of obscure origin, neither learned nor elo
quent, will justly stand m the history of our country as one of its re
markable men. Struggling under all the disadvantages of obscurity 
and poverty, and embarrassed in a position which would have de
terred most men, step by step he advanced, until he occupied a seat 
in the Senate, and thence to the position of its presiding officer. No 
ordina1·y man could achieve that result; and it furnishe a striking 
example which illustrates the theory of our Government, and it should, 
nay, it will, afford a stimulus to others in their exertions for worthy 
and honorable advancement. 

I became acquainted with Mr. WILSON when he took his seat in the 
Senate in February, 1855. I had known of him as a public man whom 
the State of Massachusetts bad honored before that tjme, but I hall 
not made his acquaintance personally until he came to be a Senator; 
and from that time until his decease our relations were of the most 
intimate character. 

In running my eye over this body I find no Senator save myself 
who then occupied a seat on this floor. • 

What shadows we are, and what shadows we pursue. 

It was one of the last statements made by the late Vice-President, 
that more than eighty Senators with whom he had served had pre
ceded him in death ; and for the impressive lesson which it teaches 
us I may, perhaps, be excused for saying that during the time that I 
have been connected with the Senate as a Senator and it pre iuing 
offi,cer more than one hundred and thirty persons with whom I have 
served and associated officially and personally as Senators have P< otl 
from earth. 

Here 1\Ir. ·WILSON won the respect of all, and by his zeal and indu -
try succeeded in establishing the reputation of a wise and able st a t . -
man. Statesman he may be called. It is statesmanship that achieve~ 
results which promote the best interests of the country, and that Mr. 
WILSO:N did. Durincr the dark hours of the war, a chairman of the 

.Military Committee, his ervices were invaluable in preparing anu car-
rying through the Senate all measures for raising, equipping, and mar-

·shaling our armies in the field. H e was quick to see the wants of tl.w 
Goverument and always prompt and ready to supply the remedy . 
Tile people of our country can hardly appreciate how much they ai' 
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indebted to him for the faithful performance of the onerous duties 
that then devolved upon him, nor have I a doubt that the cause of that 
disease to which his stmng frame at last surrendered can be traced 
to his excessive labors at that time. Of the valuable services ren
clered by Senator WILSON during the short session of 1 61 General 
Scott paid him the high compliment of saying, "He had done more 
work in that short session than all the chairmen of the Military Com
mittee had done for the last twenty years." It may with equal truth 
be said that his labors of tha.t session were only a true index of sub
seqnent and continued industry to the end. In the enerO'y and un
tiring diligence with which he discharged every duty devolving upon 
him he had no superior in this body. To do right a's he saw the right 
was his rule of action. Inured to toil from early life, to poverty and 
to privation, he was a most fitting representative of the Stat.e which 
he honored in his position; and 1t often occurred to me during the 
long years through which he held a seat here his State was most ap
propriately represented in her two Senators, the one of its labor and 
the other of its le:unin'g. His life was devoted to the welfare and 
elevation of our people, morally, socially, and politically. His able 
vindication of the free laborers of the country when they were as
•ailed and stigmatized as the mud-sills of society demonstrates his 
sympathy witli those who toiled, and upon whose work rested the pros
perity of the country and by which alone can its permanency be ma.in
tained. 

During his whole life he was an earnest and consistent advocate of 
temperance, which he made evident in his pra-ctical life, and was for 
several years president of the Congressional Temperance Society. 
The knowledge of the good works by him accomplished in this noble 
cause extends far beyond the limits of our country. The grand work 
of his life is to be found in his long and persistent efforts to break the 
shackles of tho slave and let the oppressed go free. In the providence 

·of God he lived to see the mighty work fulfilled; and for h~s efforts 
to this end, and in behalf of all the great measures to preserve the life 
of the nation his name will be recorrled in imperishable history: while 
millions will cherish his memory. He was a Christian gentleman, and 
bis life was adorned by Christian virtues, and in_ honesty and integrity, 
even in times like these, he stood unassailed and unassailable. 

An honest man's the noblest work of God. 

ltlr. CRAGIN. Mr. President, the emblems of mourning that darken 
this Chamber, and nJl the public buildings in this capital city, have 
reminded us for more than a month past that a man in high position~ 
and one greatly loved by the people, bas departed. One who ba<1 
occupied a seat on this floor for more than twenty years as Senator 
and Vice-President was not here on the opening day of this session. 
He came here after the leaves had fnJ.len, ru;td a few weeks in :Ulvance 
of some of us, to be ready to enter anew upon his duties; but the in
vi ible angel of death came into this Capitol with him, and laying 
a cold hand upon the Vice-President claimed him for the grave. A 
struggle of a few days' dtuation went on in a room near by this Cham
ber, and hope tantalized us all, but the insatiate conqueror who never 
knew defeat prevailed, and our friend was numbered with t.he dead. 
The form so long familiar to many of us is no longer seen among men; 
the voice that has so often echoed a.long these gilded w:ills in earnest 
and eloquent t.ones of protest against wrong, and of sympathy for the 
lowly and oppressed, is hu bed forever. HENRY WILSON is dead! 
And we set apart this day to crown his memory, and t,o honor his 
character and services. What has happened to him is no uncommon 
thing, but rather the certain and common lot of all mankind. The 
dead many times outnumber the living, and the living must all die. 

More than eighteen hundred years apo St. John described a great 
multitude of dead, "which no man coUld number." Tens of millions 
have been added every yen.r since, till the imagination staggers in the 
attempt to comprehend the vast and constantly increasing number 
who sleep in the vnlley of death. 

The battle of our life is brief
The aL'trlll, the struggle, the r elief ; 
Then sleep we side by side. 

My acquaintance with Mr. WILSON began more than twenty years 
ago, and I soon learned to respect and admire him for his many good 
qualities, both of bead ann heart. He was a good man, in that he 
_cherished love for all m:J,nkind and always obeyed the impulses of a 
kind and generous nature. He was not a great man in shining qual
ities, but he was great in real, solid qualities. He was great in hon
est earnest purpose; in sa~acity, in practical knowledge, and common 
sense. He was powerfulm the advocacy of truth, and the rights of 
the people. He was a humane, sincere man, always leaning to the 
side of the weak and friendle s. He always espoused the cause of the 
masses, and labored faithfully and earnestly for everything that tended 
to elevate the character n,nd better the conclition of his fellow-men. 
He instinctively scorned a mean action, and the man is not living or 
~eacl whom he ever inten~ionally wronged. A. man's character, phys
Ical, mental, and moral, IS molded largely by the climate, occupa
tion, society, and other circumstances of his early life. Our lamented 
friend wa..s born in the obscure and humble walks of life, and his path
way through childhood and youth was one of extreme poverty and 
toil. He learned by bitter experience the trials and wants of the 
poor, and to the day of his death he was the true :tnd trusted friend 
of the people. He ln.bo+ec;l wit4 tl!-e farlller jn tilling tl!-e soil1 ;:mel 

with the mechanic in the workshop, and here he became lo_arned in 
common things and laid the foundation for that wonderful common 
sense for which he was distinguished. 

We have seen him here many years with a learned colleague whose 
mind was trained and filled with the thoughts of other men, and yet 
in practical ability and common wisdom, which comes to minds atten
tive to their own thong hts, he wa..s more than the equal of C b aries Sum
ner. His early life was not wholly given to physical toil; his younl? 
mind wa..s hungry for intellectual food, and found it to some extent. A 
good friend loaned him books, and he read many after daylight had 
faded into night. But, after all, t.he great book from which he learned 
most was the book of nature-a book full of all knowledge and one 
that no man has or ever can fully read or understand. This book is the 
work of the Infinite Author of creation, and is the fountain from which 
finite men gather materials for books and inspirations for thoughts. It 
is filled with the choicest -poetry, music, prose, and the demonstration 
of a.Il science and art. It is accessible alike to the rich and poor, and 
espooially to the poor, and is to be found wide open in the field, in the 
forest, in the workshop, in the moving waters, in t e singing of birds, 
in the habits of animals and the speech of men, in the earth below and 
the starry heavens above. Its language is universal, and be who can 
read it well and take in its great truths ia not only a learned man but 
n. CHristian. 

In after life ' and through his long public career lli. WILSON was a 
student. He read a.nd studied books, mostly of a practical kind, and 
closely observed men and things. He rea-d less of poetry and fiction 
a-nd more of history and biography. He was specially familiar ·with 
tbe history of all great struggles for freedom and human rights in 
modern times, and became a prominent actor in the contest that re
sulted in giving freedom to four million slaves and placing them upon 
the high plane of American citizenship. He was emphatically a, self
made man, and like most men who have come up under adverse cir
cumstances, and t-o whom God has given great powers, be was a strong 
man. He wa..s strong in simplicity, strong in sincerity, s~ong in pu
rity, and stron~ in earnestness. He wa..s clear in his convictions, and 
bold and effective in maintaining them. 

He wa..s not an omtor in the common understanding of that term, 
but he was a very able public speaker. He had the power to hold 
the attention of his hearers, and to carry conviction to their heads 
and hearts. This is the purpose and effect of true eloquence. He 
made many political speeches, and always with great effect. He 
never soared in imagination np among the stars to get lost in the 
"milky way," or strangled or bewildered his hearers in sentences a 
mile long. He spoke to the common understanding. He carried 
conviction by c.onviction. He pleased by his candor and truthful
ness even those who differed from him in opinion. He built upon 
facts, and the structure stood after the sound of his voice had ceased. 
He interested his hearers by the honest utterance and honest faith 
of an honest man. He believed what he said, and a zeal which only 
comes from devotion to truth kincUed corresponding fires in the 
hearts of his hearers. His purity of character was a great element 
of his strength. He wore no garment to conceal a deformity, but 
he wa.s simple, pla.in, and honest in his every-day life. He wa..s em
phatically one of the people, and he studied the wi hes, the interests, 
and the condition of the toiling millions with a heart always in ac
cord with them and with an honest purpose to serve them. He knew 
their mode of reasoning and their wants with wonderful accuracy; 
he therefore become one of the best judges of popular feeling and 
popular dm;nand in this country. 

It is inevitable that such a man should become a favorite of the 
people. They honored, loved, and trusted him. I never realized this 
so fully as when his dead body recently passed throngh the city of 
New York on its way to Massachusetts. I rode in tho funeral proces
sion from Jersey City to Madison Square, a distance of sev(lrahidles, 
and the sidewalks on each side of Broadway :md all the streets lead
ing into that great thoroughfare, the steps, balconies, windows, and 
roofs of buildings along thew hole line, were c:tenselypacked with people. 
The proce sion wa..s late in starting, and many thousands had stood 
for an hour in the cold to see the body of the people's friend pass. I 
never before saw any sight like it, :mel it was proof of the a.ffection 
and confidence of the people which could not bo mistaken. It was 
estimated that more than two hundred thousand men, women, and 
children witnessed the grand and solemn ceremony. It was agreed 
on all hands that nothing like this outpouring of the people had been 
seen in that cit.y since the body of the lamented and inlmortal Lincoln 
passed to its final resting-pla-ce. 

HEJ\"'"RY WILSON was a native of New Hampshire, and her people 
were ever proud of him. I mingle my own personal o-rief with theirs 
on this solemn occasion, and deplore the loss not oniy of his native 
State but of the whole nation in the death of this great and gooa 
man. I commend his character and noble example to the young men 
of my own and other States, in the hope that the Republic may long 
live through the int.elligence of the people and a like patriotism, 
ability, and purity of its public men. 

Within a little more than three years four natives of New Hamp
shire who have made honorable places for themselves in history 
have obeyed the summons which no man can resist, and gone the 
way of all the earth. The first in order of time was Horace Greeley, 
the great journalist. He never held any high official position, except 
a seat in t4e F{otH?e of Eepresel\t;l.tive~ for a sbort time, but for a long 
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time he was the head of the leading newspaper of the land, and 
wielded ·a. power and influence unequaled by that of any other man 
on the continent. His head and heart were both large, and the world 
is much better for his having lived. Then Salmon P. Chase, Senator, 
governor, Secretary of the Treasury, and Chief Justice of the United 
States, passed to his final home. His was au honorable career, and 
history will record his great deeds. Next fell John P. Hale, my im
mediate predecessor in this body. For sixteen years he was a mem
ber of the Senate, and displayed great powers of genius. I have not 
fo.rgotten, and the country will never forget, the time when he stood 
here, with Sumner, Seward, Chase, Wade, WILSON, Collamer, and 
Foot, all champions of a great cause, the cause of liberty and human 
rights. The la t of the four to depart was HENRY WILSON, the late 
Vice-President, whom we honor and mourn to-day. No State can 
point to four nobler, purer, abler men who have served their country 
longer or better. -

Of all the Senators who occupied seats in this Chamber when I first 
entered here as a member only five, including myself, remain. :rwo 
others who had been Senators before that time soon returned again 
and are now members. 

Since the 4th of March, 1 65, I have served with one hundred and 
sixty-nine different Senators-ninety-eight of them are no longer here 
-and I recall twenty-five who have passed over the dark stream of 
death. Such have been the changes irrthe membership of this body, 
and such the work of death among those who were or had been mem
bers in ten short years. 

Every seventh man has closed his earthly record. So it has been, 
and so it must always be. 

Ever since the world began the lessons of death have been taught. 
Man is here to-day and gone to-morrow. 

Our brief journey here ends in the tomb, but faith points to eternal 
life beyond. 

Art is long, and Time is fleeting, 
And our hearts, though stout and brave, 
Still, like muflled druins, are beating 
Funeral marches to the grave. 

Hr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, the memory of a 
man dying in possession of a great place, endowed with high mental 
force, true to his convictions of right, and earnest in the discharge 
of duty, is a study which always commands respect and honor; and 
such a man was the late Vice-President. Of his devotion to his 
principles it may be truthfully said that this began at a period, and 
was displayed on a theater, where it required more t.han ordinary en
thusiasm to keep the devotee unfaltering, and more than the average 
courage to keep him firm. But in his long public career no evidence 
occurs to insinuate that HENRY WILSON lacked either the en thusia.sm 
or the courage required for his work; and that is saying much. But 
that which makes his pathway in life most interesting to me is the 
humbleness of his 01igin, the energy he displayed in raisin(J' himself 
to a higher level of life, and the blessed surroundings wlrici; enabled 
the poor, unfriended, but ambitious lad to mount from his native 
obscurity to the second place in the civil magistracy of a republic of 
forty millions of free, enlightened and discriminating people. Of the 
earlier struggles and the cruel s;;ierings of his youth those who know 
intimately their particulars have spoken, an flit is an important matter. 

My knowledge of the dead Vice-President. began after all the e had 
been successfully overcome and passed. .And I speak only of the acts 
of his vigorous prime and his public life. In the hotly-contested 
slavery agitation he was known, not as the earliest champion of uni
versal freedom, but as the product of that determined polemical w1u 
that surged about him in his youth. His political bonds and party 
predilections were not strong enough to keep the natural enthusiasm 

_ of the young man in leading-strings; for, breaking away from these, 
he followed the dictates of his conscience rather t han the teachings 
of mere political leaders. .And so he came to this Senate the uncom-

-promising representative of a cause many-perhaps a majority-of 
his supporters did not consider of primary importance at the time they 
concentrated their votes to send him to W a-abington. Like his great 
colle3.oO"Ue he was chosen a Senator becan e the moving forces of that 
avalanche both did so much to precipitate had already divided the 
minds of men in both the old political partjes in New England, so that 
neither could concentrate on men who opposed or ignor~cl free-soil 
and its consequence, the abolition of slavery. Whether the coalition 
that sent HENRY WILsON to the Senate knew precisely what sort of 
man .they were choosing, I cannot tell. But if they did not, then 
they builded wi er than they knew. He entered into the war of opin
ions like a true knight, and fought gallantly and faithfully. 

AB time wore on the great issue came to a head. The civil war 
broke on the land, and all political barriers were broken down for a 
time. Called on to take a somewhat active part in that tremendous 
struggle, I found it a matter of profound interest to study the char
acters of the public men on who e fo1·titnde and steady devotion the 
successful pro ecution of the war for the Union depended; for by the 
laws of Congress, passed to strengthen the hands of the Administra
tion, only could the Administration act. And in that anxious pene
tration to discover uncompromisin~ supporters, the late Vice-President 
was quickly set down as one in w nom there WitS "no shadow of turn
ing." In every measure desi~ed to bring back peace by the only 
methods then po ible to us, .l)fr. WILSON upheld the executive au
thority with an eager industry which left him IlQ tim for criticism 
or carping. 

The first rever e to our arms caused many to pause, and orne to 
doubt and fear. The answer from HENRY WILSON to that elisa ter was 
a reque t by him to the then Secretary of War for authority to raise 
a regiment for three years. This was eagerly given. And in a very 
brief time a splendid body of men came trooping along Penn ylvania 
avenue, a.s t.Q.oroughly armed and equipped as any regiment the world 
ever saw. His influence, seconded by the tireless energy of Governor 
John A. Andrew, supplied this excellent force; and then the colonel 
laid down his commission to re ume his seat in the Senate, where his 
be t services could be given to the country, leaving his second officer 
to lead the regiment in the field-a work for which he was especially 
fitted and carefully chosen. What followed is a part of the history 
of the nation HENRY WILSON o steadfastly loved. His patriotic 
constituents again returned him to this body. .And then the country 
demanded of Massachusetts the son she had delighted to honor, that 
he might be yet further exalted. The grateful Republic placed him 
at the head of the body in which his life hall been so us ful and so 
honorable. .And now we turn aside from the cares and duties of the 
hour to record, however feebly and imperfectly, our tributes to his 
patriotism, his d votion, his courage, and his purity. The patriot 
has gone to his reward, and we may gather le sons of wisdom from 
his successful and useful life. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. :Mr. Pre ident, HENRY WILSON wa.s 
early removed from parental guidance, but he fortunately possessed a 
resolute ·will and a sober sense of duty, which led to the pursuit of 
that course of life which to him, bound to hard labor, seemed best and 
which promised the mot advantage to the growth of a young man 
who e habits had not been rooted in the precious memories of home 
example_, and who e culture, in the land of chools, had been conspic
uously omitted. His curiosity for reading appears to have been very 
early aroused and to some extent gratified, though in a desultory man
ner. The story of man in all ages, of peace and war, of liberty and 
despot.ism, of civilization and barbarism, and of his own relations to 
his maker and to his fellow-men, engaged his attention, and thus, 
while yet in obscurity, he laid the foundations for leader hip among 
men upon the broad principles of democratic equality and upon the 
livin~ sentiment of universal human liberty, which subsequently won 
for him national renown. 

The late Vice-President belonged to the class of men mo t commonly 
described a.s self-educated, which, in this instance, a in many others, 
mean that he had be~n endowed by nature with somethlng more 
than a moderate share of brain-power, energetically supported by 
bone and muscle, but had received in his youth little or no artificial 
aid from schools. Of this outfit, however, he wasted nothing. Shun
ning no labor, his stock of useful information was ever increasing. It is 
no . louder encomium upon HENRY WIL ON that, as the successor here 
of the most cla ic orator of New England, of one who might have 
been called the finished product of culture and learning, he filled the 
place of Senator o well that he was never humilia-ted by unfavorable 
comparisons; and, whatever his de:ficiencie of schola tic learning 
may have been, his merits as a man and Senator were so plainly to 
be seen that Ma u,chusetts, not without other ambitious resources, 
four times returned him to this body a.s the right man in the right 
place. With a long term still before him here, at the command of 
the nation he took the higher eat of Vice-President. 

HENRY WIL o.._ loved his whole race, and served the race next to 
his God. He sought t.heir acquaintance-their approbation-and, 
when elevated him elf to high positions, gladly mixed with common 
people, opening to them a great heart full of sympathy, and they 
admired and loved him in return. Rising from the mechanic's bench, 
and as much as St. Paul the master of a trade, he re peoted labor, 
and laborers first saluted him with honors. He poke to t hem and for 
them, and they were proud of him. If he exalted their destiny he 
did not refrain from exposing their faults. If they w r intemperate 
he denounced, not them, but intempemnce. If they were idle, he et 
them an example of unflagging industry. If they were laboring for 
stinted wages, he urged employers to a more equitable clivision of 
profits. If they were illiterate, he showed how some knowl dge could 
be gained by the evening blaze of tallow candles and by the light 
which breaks through the cr vices of the early morning. Wh n he 
lashed slavery he had at the same time pity for the slave-holder as 
well as the slave. When he lauded freedom he failed not to count the 
cost, and knew that it could only be sustained by an increa ed demand 
on the virtue and intelligence of both rulers and people. 

In his speeches he never wa betrayed into any ambition u e of 
language, and eldom decorated anything with borrowed crap·. It 
was enough if he was squarely understood, but he was ambitious to 
set forth such facts as would surely find a lodgment in the hearts of 
his hearers, and he never grew weary in the utterance of generous 
sentiments in behalf of the poor and the lowly. 

In politics be belonged to the party of movement, and believed noth
ing politically right which to him seemed morally wrong, or that wa.s 
susceptible of improvement. He would have men in high places 
teach by example. His patriotism was of the broadest character and 
alwaJ:S ablaze, and for those who had served their country a ·oldim'S 
or ailors there were no wages too high, no pensions not earned, and 
no bountieM unde erved. 

HENRY WIL ox was not a philosopher thonglltfully guided by pro
found re earch and tmyielding logic, nor a wit who urpri d and 
captivat-ed his hearers with brilliant thoughts, nor was he eminen 
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in any special branch of knowledge, and it cost him very little to 
change his opinion in matters of mere expediency if he found him
self in error, or if he found later and better supports for a different 
opinion; but when once fully identified with any measure of princi
ple, or with any matter that touched the tender sensibilities of his 
heart, he never deserted it, and had all the courage required to lead 
even a forlorn hope. If he was incapable of great essays on great 
subjects, he never la-cked enthusiasm in a great cause, nor the will in 
such a cause to offer himself as " the man of all work," and he came 
to the frou t in shaping and pushing forward events. He was not only 
the earnest adherent of all measures for the advancement of the wel
fare of mankind, but he made his earnestness contagious. He was · 
for thirty-five years conversant with public men and public affairs, 
and this crave elevation to his character and dignity to hls career. 
Ho quiekfy fathomed the general sentiment of the public, and knew 
how to organize success . Officially he hardly aspired to be great, or 
to shine in the routine di charge of his duties, but as ever-stirring 
HEJ.'\TRY WILSON he wa~ great; great in his confiding simplicity, his 
homespun integrity, his unbounded love of country, and his knowl
edge of men and their opinions. True, he sought office, but not for 
its trappings and emolument.s; he sought it because he honestly be
lieved, with the leverage of power to be obt.ained, he could be useful 
to his country, and seldom has the country been called to mourn the 
loss of a more unselfish public servant, a more courageous champion 
of human rights, or a more devoted lover of his country. 

He was on the side of those who won in the contest for the eman
cipation of a race, and the result mark t.hc age and satisfies a Chris
tian world; but he never exulted over those who lost, and carried no 
trophies of the contest in his belt and no unspent anger in his bosom. 
All he asked wa~ that no 'step backward should be taken, and that 
freemen should have the rights of freemen. 

Little qualified as he might be supposed to have been for the work of 
a historian, yet, having selected t.he great theme of "The Rise and Fall 
of the Slave Power in America," he fortuna,tely was able here to con
ccnt.rate his life-thoughts and t.o marshal the large array of facts 
which had long crowded his memory, or which he gathered with tire
less industry, in so creditable a manner, so full and so fair, as possi
bly to make t·hls, t.hough left incomplete, the most prominent work 
of his life, and the one which may serve longest to perpetuate his 
memory and give the most enduring luster to his name. 

He wa· a peace-maker. Careful himself not to give offense, he was 
pained when any strife arose among his associates, and made haste to 
oLt.a,in, if possible, explanations leading to a restoration of ha.rmony 
and good-will. If successful, he at least was made happy. He was 
not a ·harned of his poverty, and yet never failed to dilat.e with pride 
upon the amplitude of the wealth of his native land. He died poor, 
Lut rich in the greatest of estates-the affections of his countrymen. 

Senators, we are witnesses that all of his capabilities, whether of 
uatnre or nurture, were ever a-ctively employl3d- no fragment of his 
strength nor of his time rau t.o waste. If, as it occurs to most busy 
puulic men traveling toward the undiscovered country, his tired hand 
left unfinished some share of his projected work, we know he passed 
away in fnll faith that he was summoned to higher work, and, what
ever he might here leave unwritten, that he would find his own name 
in the Book of Life written by a hand divine. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. President, I ha,ve listened with interest tq 
the eloquent tributes of respect to the memory of the distinguished 
dead which have been offered by the Senators who have preceded me. 
J<'rom their stand-point little could be added to their pathos, to their 
beauty, or to their justice; and yet I should feel that my duty were 
but half performecl if I did not on this occasion tender to the people 
of Massachusetts the heartfelt sympathy and condolence of the Com
~onwealth of Kentucky upon the sad bereavement which, in remov
ing from our midst the Vice-President of the United States, deprives 
that venerable Commonwealth of one of her most distinguished sons. 

The life of HENRY WILSON is full of instruction. It is wonderful 
in its incidents; it is novel in its results. Its success is a just and 
beautiful commentary on American institutions. It is an example 
of their excellence; it unfolds their beneficence; it illustrates most 
grandly their equality. 

His self-exertion was the key to his success. He was born in ob
scurity amid the wilds a,nd snows of New Hampshire. Without 
friends, without in:flnence, extreme poverty forced him at an early age 
into a close companionship with daily manua,l tillage of New Hamp
shire's sterile soil. He was cheerful, healthy, manly, contented, and 
industrious. His early years were spent in the Spartan simplicity 
and purity of New England life. Without books, he coveted knowl
edge. This very want created that very independence of thought 
which afterward became so prominent. au element in his life. Self
wrought, self-reliant, HENRY WILSON was molded in that massive 
New Hampshire manhood of which Woodbury, and Chase, and Web
ster were the grander and more conspicuous types. 

Subsequently agricultural labor was exchanged for the manufac
ture of shoes. In 1855, by self-cnltlll'e and industry and study, the 
shoemaker of Massachusetts becomes the representative of Massachu
sett-s in this Representative Chamber of equals. Seventeen years lat.er 
and the humble cobbler of Natick by popular acclaim becomes Vice
President of the United States. What a struggle! What an issue! 
What a triumph! What inc~:ptives to virtlious and lofty exertion 

do the incidents of HE11.'RY WILSON's life hold out to the industrious 
and friendless youth throughout the length and breadth of this broad 
land! And, as homage is paid to virtue asanincentivetoit, how just, 
how meet, how proper, that the good, the great, and the noble should 
be honored and their names preserved! 

This is not the time nor am I the person to enter into the consiuer
ation of the public character and services of HENRY WILSON, inter
woven as they have been wit.h the history of our coun~y during periotls 
of intense sectional excitement, including as they do a gigantic bloody 
civil W¥. HENRY WILSON was in my judgment more of an enthusiast 
and of a politicia,n than of a clear, philosophical, well-balanced states
man. Liberty to him was an extravagant day-dream! Its very ex
cess, without limitation, without restriction, in violation of law, wa~ 
with him an accomplishment most earnestly, most constantly, and 
most sincerely desired. 

Could HE~ RY WILSON ha,ve known it there were other states
men in southern portions of the old thiTteen States who, could they 
have willed it, would have gladly removed slavery. There were 
others, too, sta.tesmen ancl patriots, bright luminaries in the State in 
which HENRY WILSON was born, and the State in which he subse
quently lived, and where he now sleeps, who would have rejoiced to 
have seen slavery removed. But these wise men would have been 
regulated by law. They would have taken no step which did not 
find its sanction in the Constitution. Such statesmen were part and 
parcel of the brave men who won our liberties and then intrenched 
them in a system of self-government, binding together in a bond 
of constitutional brotherhood the glorious old thirteen States, that 
revered American Union which is reflected above us with the stand
ard, shield, and insignia of every State always above us- that Union 
which wa~ born of and created by the Constitution of the United 
States; that Union which its founders from every State of the origi
nal thirteen solemnly declared and pledged themselves should be per
petual, but in which the na cent zeal of some of their descendants, I 
lament to say, did not concur. But I forbear. The life, public char
a.cter, and statesmanship of HENRY WILSO:N will be on another oc
casion and a.t another time intrusted to other bauds. Be mine the 
privilege on this mournful occasion to speak only of tmits in the 
character of the departed which commanded my admiration, and upon 
which, now that he is gone, I shall long dwell upon with melancholy 
pleasure. 

[ knew HE:NRY WILSON for eighteen years. When I entered the 
Honse of Representatives in 1857 Mr. WILSO:N had taken his seat in 
this Cba,m ber but a short time before. M v intercourse was formal but 
friendly. When I subsequently entered the Senate in 1871 he received 
me with a. kindness and a cordiality which I can never forget. The 
officia.l conduct of :Mr. WILSON was always unexceptionable. As a 
Senator, he was dignified, urbane, kind, and respectful. As its pre
siding officer he was just, honest, and impartial, and sought always 
to do right. No man could have been more simple and more unosten
tatious in his tastes, or, as it seemed to me, more self-denying and 
frugal in his expenditures. But it is just to s'l.y that my intercourse 
with Vice-President WILSON extended only to public and personal in
tercourse in these halls. I nover followed him into those closer circles 
of domestic life where all the virtues and all the affections of the 
human heart blossom and entwine themselves around the lovetl and 
dear ones who constitute that charmecl circle of home. So far as I 
know- so far a~ I believe- HENRY WILSO:N was uprigbt, virtuous, 
temperate, just, and, in the latter pa,rt of hls life, when the meridian 
beats of party strife had given way to those clearer and more genial 
tints of the descending autumnal sun, his heart seemed to expand, 
and, as he more than once told me, its love extended to every section 
of the country. He said that he was tired of the strife and discord 
and sectional alienation with which the Congress of the United States 
ha.cl of late so much abounded. 

But, Mr. President., he is gone- gone from u fore veT! He died sud
denly. He died in the Capitol. He died with the harness on. His sun 
went clown without :1 cloud upon its disk. Its laHt rays were clear and 
bright and tranquil. His spirit, we would fain hopo, intrepid and 
unterrified, resting with faith upon his Saviom a,nd on his God, was 
borne safely through the dark valley of the sha.dow of death. Peace 
to his ashes. . 

Senators, death it seems to me, of late years is entering oftener and 
more rapidly into this Cham her. Year by year the monitory messages 
of death addressed to our frail individual humanity come oftener and 
quicker, and they all bear to us but one sad, unwelcome truth-

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

Mr. INGALLS. · Mr. President, it has been common to allude to the 
history of men like HE RY WILSON as peculiarly American, and to 
declare that such careers are po sible only under republican institu
tions. Nothing could be further from the truth. The world has had 
few leaders who were born to an inheritance of power. Its real kings 
have not been the .sons of kings. Its acknowledged monarchs havo 
not descended from monarch . The founders of its philosophies have 
not been the children of philosophers, nor of Hs dynasties the heiTs 
of emperors. The framers of the creeds, the inventors of the faiths 
and religions of the human race have come from the manger, the 
forge, the carpenter's bench, and not from the church. The great 
leaclers of its armies have not sprung from warriors; and those who 
have writt~n the d.r~a;s ancl.rronou.nced the orations that are immor-



536 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. JANUARY 21, 

tal have not inherited their passion nor 1.1teir eloquence. A pedigree 
may l;>e gratifying to pride, but it is not consoling to ambition. 

The choicest products of nature are developed in her valleys, and 
not on her summit-s; and in the lower social strata we find the origin 
of the most successful men. 

In the profession of public affairs or statecraft, it may be that the 
operation of this universal law is more apparent under a political sys
tem like ours, where the hard restrictions and limitations of custom, 
precedent, a,nd convention do not prevail; but our history give ample 
illustration of its truth. To discriminate amon(J' the living would be 
ungra{Jious, but if we inquire who among the illustrious set-vants of 
the Republic in the past have most ineffaceably stamped their idea 
and purposes upon the institutions and irrevocably shaped t.he desti
nies of the nation, tho answer would designate those who had not 
been favored by birth or fortune. Jackson and Lincoln among the 
President , Webster, Clay, and Dougla-s among the statesmen, are im
perishably as ociated with the :first century of the Republic. Emerg
ing from an obscurity more profound than either of these, and r ach
ing an elevation that gives him a permanent position in our his tory, 
HENRY WILSON demands to-day the la t formal recognition·and trih
ut,e that his country can extend to his acts (l,nd his fame. 

The story-of his life ha been told by his succes or, whose powerful 
delineation of his character and services haa left nothing to be re-
counted save the lessons of his marvelous career. · 

It is perhaps not too much to say that he sncceecled less in spite of 
his disadvantages than because of them. The defects of his training 
and scholarship, the laborious poverty of his youth, the humble avo
cations of his early manhood, were favorable to his fortunes. They 
kept him on a level with the masses of the people and enabled him to 
interpret their purposes with prophetic accuracy. It was by reru on 
of this that he became a popular orator without being eloquent, that 
he became a voluminous author without the advantages of prelimi
naryeducation, that the men of Massachusetts ignored their patricians 
and sent the Natick cobbler to the Senate, and finally to die in the 
Capitol of the nation. · . 

He possessed in an eminent degree that peculiar assemblage of phys
ical, men tal, and moral qualities that are requisite to political success 
'in a popular government. He was from and of the people pre-emi
nently; not alienated from them by extraordinary endowment-s or 
great wealth or superior culture, but exhibiting only a higher degree 
or a more vigorous activity of the virtues and powers th<Lt are com
mon among men, industry, diligence, patienco, and scrupulous integ
rity. So that the groat body of citizens in snpporting him seemed to 
be indirectly paying a tribute of respect to themsAlves, and not yield
ing either a willing or reluctant obedience to a superior or ruler. 

But no public man, whatever may be his qualifications, can succeed 
unless he identifies himself with some idea or conviction exi ting in 
the minds of the people. He who· would lead must follow. And in 
this respect the Vice-Pre ident wa-s especially fortunate. He entered 
public life at the comencement of that great revolt of the national 
conscience against human slavery, and thenceforth he devoted all his 
energies to its extinction. He became one of the great exponents and 
representatives of this idea. It gave form, substance, and complexion 
to all his efforts. He ma.stered its etatistics, defined its purpo e , and 
in the great contest that followed he bore a notable and conspicuous 
part. He gave expression to the resolve of the loyal milions that in 
the country of Washington the creed of human liberty should not be 
an unmeaning formula nor the brothcrhoocl of man an empty drean1. 

This is the measure of his work an(l its reward. 

Mr. BOGY. Mr. President, I met Mr. WILSON for the :first time in 
March, 1873, when he administered to me the oath as a Senator. A few . 
days afterward I called on him at his lodgings to pay him my re pects, 
and a short time after this he returned me the visit. This wa · the ex
tent of ourintercoufile, be ides exchanging a few friendly words on the 
floor of this body. I therefore cannot claim to have known him per
sonally very well; but his history as a public man is not unknown to 
me, and it is in this character that I desire to speak of him on this oc
ca-sion. His career was certainly very remarkable, and both suggest
ive and instructive. He was born inNewHampshire, lmtitis as a child 
of the old State of Massachusetts that he is known to the world. We ;ou-e 
informed that he was born in the humblest station and ha,d .no advan
tages of early education, compelled at the outset of life to learn a trade 
so a-s to earn his livelihood. 

The State in which his lot was cast is known for its wealth, social re
finement, high education; for its numerous men of distinction in all the 
professions, and also for it large number of di tingnished public char
actel'B, many of whom have been known to the couutry as men of the 
most exalted abilities. It was among such men and in such a society 
and under such circumstances that he had to make his way, from way 
down, up to fame and to di:stinction, and yet he successfully secured 
both. Was this the re ult of accident, of what is vulgarly called 
luck, or wa-s it the reward of great intellectual gifts' It was neither. 
Mere luck will not secure such a prize. Yot there must have been 
something in his character to have enabled him to accompli h what 
he did accomplish. Luck or favorable circumstances alone will a~
complish nothing. 

But the existence of favorable circum tance , which exist at some 
time or other for all men, in aH countrif's, in all ages, and under all 
forms of government, wis6ly and intelligently lUlder tood and :firmly 

and with a fixed purpose taken advantage of, will lead to fame orfor
tune as may be desired. Menof action-Imean by this thatclassofmen 
who acquire either political or military fame-never have acquired or 
ever can acquire distinction withou~favorable circumstances . . Wash
ington would have lived as an intelligent and good farmer in Virginia, 
and never have been known to the world, without the cil:cumstance of 
the American Revolution; yet this circumstance was not of his c1·eation. 
It may be safely said that other men did more at the outset to bring 
it about than he did; yet he wisely took advantage of it, and it en
abled him to secure a name and fame without a parallel in the worlti. 
So it may be said of Cromwell. Without the English revolution he 
wonld have died unknown; yet, tn.king advantage of it, he ruled not 
only the destine · of England but of Europe, and, mdeed,·of the world 
for a time. So it may be s::tid of Napoleon. Without the French revo
lution, with the beginning of which he wa.s in no way connected, he 
would have lived and died on the island of Corsica; yet, the circum
st-ance of this great uprising of the French people occurring, he took 
ativantage of it, and he too for a time ruled the destinies of his coun
try and of Europe, and acquired a name for military genius and broad 
statesmanship unequaled by any one in auy age of the world. 

The circumstance which pre nted itself to Mr. WILSON was the 
slavery question. He saw a he believed-and as e ents have turn d 
oat, he did so with a, remarkable pre cience-that it would become the 
great question of his day, particularly in his ection. H early iclen
tified him elf with it, and as it acquired strength and popularity he 
rose with it. Showing at the outset an intelligent comprehension of 
the question, and exhibiting purpo e and :firmness to rise or fall with 
it, its success w~ hi success ; and so it may be said of the three great 
characters :first mentioned. Had the great events with which they 
had linked their de ·tinics failed, they too would hav failed. 

Thu , Mr. Pre ident, it is seen that it is not mere brilliant genius 
and high intellectual endowments which secur the largest prize in 
fame's lottery; but purpose, will, manhood, courage, all presided 
over by intelligence, although this intelligence may be infinitely be
low that of Lord Bacon. Hence I say that the life of Mr. WILSON is 
instructive to the millions of poor a.nd obscure boys, however humble, 
who are scattered throughout this broad land, and smely none can 
start from a humbler position than he did; and a-s he attained fame 
and di tinction, and died holding the second office in this Government, 
to which he had been called by a majority of his countrymen, why 
may not many other poor and obscure boys do the arne! Th y 
need not fear the want of favorable circumstances; they in some shape 
or under orne peculiar condition exist always in each and every gen-
eration . . 

Our epocl;t will be marked in history for having given birth to three 
men, each one of whom was born in such lowly condition as to be 
nearly beyond the power of full realization. Yet one of the e men 
became by election the Pre ident of this country, and \he two others 
were elected to the second highest office- Lincoln, Johnson, and WIL
SON-all contemporaries, all in public life at the same time. Many 
years ago, in a debate in the House of Repre entatives some one 
said that General Jackson h:.td no educ:J,tion. Mr. Randolph of Roan
oke replied that this perhaps waa true, but that Jack on knew how 
to make his mark. So it may be said of the e three men; they had no 
education, or at leoot·no perfect education, being all self-taught, but 
each aud all have made their mark in indelible characters upon the 
pages of our history. 

This occasion is suggestive to me of another great fact-the march 
of empire, the spread of our grand system of free government, which 
opens its portals wide and broacl to all the youths of this country, re
gardless of the advantages of family, wealth, or high ocial position. 
Mr. "'WILSON was a child of New England. At the time of his birth, 
my native State, which I in part have the honor to represent on this 
floor, was the out boundary of the Republic, the home of a few French 
Canadian , who e forefather hn<l penetrated more tha.n a hundred 
years before the vast wilderness of theW e t as hunters and trapper -
the true pioneers of the valley of the Mis i · ippi. Mis ouri wa-s then 
in what is known as the :first grade of territorial government, and had 
within its extended bonndarie less than thirty thousand inhabitant . 
Now it has a population of two millions. The ecret of this rapid 
growth, this vast extension, is to be found iu the beneficent ystem of 
republican government, which tells in language not to be mi taken to 
all the youths of this country, the rich and t he poor, the high and t he 
low, the perfectly educated and the self-educated, that the rewards 
a.nd honors of the great Republic belong to all, and will be awarded to 
the mo t meritorious. Like the contest in the garden of the Reaper
ides, the race is open to all-Athenians, Spn.rtan.s, Breotians, and Mace
doniaus. He who shall prove the swifter in the race will secure the 
golden apple. 

Mr. President, in conclusion I will say that it is my nature-perhaps 
the effect of the circumstance which surrounded my own early life in 
the wilderness of the We t, among the rugged but hone t and bravo 
pioneers of that countr_y-to entertain a profound admiration for such 
charactel'S a Lincoln, Johnson, and WILSuN-men who were the archi
tects of their own fortunes, and who relied alone on their own brave 
hearts and strong arms and a beneficent Government for the fame and 
name which they achieved. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I have had no time or opportunity to 
prepare a fitting eulogy; and I can only utter those thoughts that are 
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uppermost in my mind in regard t o·HENRY WILSON. He was a man 
of very marked characteristics, and his public career in some respects 
stands out from all the statesmen of his day. Born in poverty, a-s 
has been said, having no advanta~e-s of early euucation, without riches 
and influential friends to push him forward in the world, he was the 
architect of his own fortunes, and it may be aid in a very peculiar 
sense he fought his battles alone. He had no partisans. He cared 
little for public :patronage; but he relied upon the strength of public 
opinion and the principles which he advocated. His great strength 
was in his convictions. He was a man of iueas, and relied upon idea-s 
for his su.cce . He was a man of courage. lie dared to follow his 
convictions wherever they led him, and he was brave enough to refuse 
to fight a duel in this capital at a time when the sp~rit of duelling 
ruled here and heaped ridicule upon every man who refused to acknow 1-
euge the tt code." ' 

The world will acknowledge hereafter that HF.NRY WILSON wa-s 
right u:pon all great questions affecting human liberty and the prog
ress of the age. His political career wa-s cast at a time when there 
was more attention paid to the discussion of the fundamental princi
ples of our Government and the rights of man than to mere economic 
questions; and it wa in the consideration of such que-stions that he 
derived his fame. He was not a man of brilliant or showy talents, but 
he was a man of great talents, if we can judge by results accomplished. 
Many acquire reputation for great talents who never achieve any
thing; but HENRY WILSON, without having that reputation, did 
achieve great results. 

He was essentially a pra{}tical man. I was a sooia:ted with him on 
this floor for six years as a Sena.tor, and during all that time I never 
knew him to advertise an effort; I never knew him to speak for the 
applause of the galleries. He spoke only to convince the Senate and 
to accomplish the purpose he had in view. But, sir, it is doubtful 
whether any man of his time had more influence upon public opinion 
than had HENRY WILSON. The country had confidence in his devo
tion. He was right upon the great questions, and the country will 
come to believe that. He was a quarter of a century in advance of 
his time. 

There is one respect in which the character of HENRY WILSON a-s a 
statesman will stand out from the men of his time, and that is as the 
representative of the workingmen. Of humble origin, brought up to 
lubor, all his sympathies were identified with that class of our coun
trymen. Respecting scrupulously the rights of property and of cap
ital, yet it. was always his purpose and seemed to be his aim to elevate 
the laboring men. He desired their education and sought in every 
way in his power to alleviate their condition, both male and female. 

His life was somewhat lonely, especially the last years of it, going 
into society sometime , but never fondly. He preferred his studies, 
and his great object was to complete the work upon which he wns en
gaged, The Rise and Fall of the Slave Power. He did not quite 
succeed in that purpose. Had he been spared a few monthA, perhaps 
a few weeks longer, the work would have been finished. I have fre
quently heard him speak of it fondly, and of his great desire to com
plete it. He wanted to leave that as the literary record of his life. 

He was kind hearted. I believe he never entertained malice. I do 
not remember that I ever heard him speak unkindly of any one, and 
while earnestly maintaining the Union and zealous in suppres.':"ling the 
rebellion, he seemed to ntertain no malice toward the men who orig
inated the rebellion and carried it on. He seemed to believe his work 
was done when slavery Wl;l>S abolished and the rebellion was suppressed. 
Taking a deep interest in reconstruction, he seemed to believe that 
that was a thing to follow a a matter of course, and that victory was 
won in the destruction of slavery and suppre sion of the rebellion. 

A man of simple character, utterly indifferent to display, and seem
in~ly indifferent to fame, yet undoubtedly keenly alive to the good 
opmion of his countrymen, he has left behind him a memory that 
ought to be cherished, and, as has just been said, he is an example to 
the youth of our country of what can be accomplished by sound sense, 
by industry, by patient devotion to study. • 

He wa-s emphatically a self-made man. No man this country has 
evor produced was more clearly entitled to that distinction. As I 
before said, he fought his battles almost alone; he fought without 
tho e aids that often elevate men to power and distinction. He has 
won a great name that will grow brighter and brighter as time passes 
on. 

I cherished for him a warm friendship. I met him first in 1855, in 
the State of Indiana. It was abO"Ut the first appearance I had made 
in the political ,field. A public meeting was held in the city of In
dianapolis on the occasion of the aniversary of the ordinance of 1787; 
I think it was on the 13th of July. I heard him make a speech there, 
and it was myprivilegeto follow him in a short address, andhespoke 
to me on that day words of kindness and of encouragement that I 
shall never forget. A friendship began then which grew stronger and 
stronger until he was taken away. I shall personally revere and 
cherish the memory of HENRY WILSON, and so, I believe, will all 
who knew him well. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 1\Ir. President, it was well said by my friend from 
Kentucky that t.b e life of HENRY WILSON forms a chapter of American 
history full of instruction; it is full < f cheerful instruction, full of 
hope to languid patrioti m, full of encouragement to ingenuous youth. 
In hi d~ oljl.t~ and unprot cted childhood, in the early struggles, 

through which his faculties developed into strength and his virtues 
hardened into consistency, in the steadfast purpose and the great 
results of his manhoodhwe have n,n illustration and a vindication of 
free institutions. Wit no advantages of birth or connection, he 
outstripped, in the career of life, those who started with him in the 
enjoyment of them aiL The strength that he acquired in overcoming 
obstncles that friendly hands had removed from the paths of others 
enabled him to meo.t, with greater vigor, those obstacles which every 
man must encounter for himself. Without assistance, at the age when 
assistance is most needed, with little sympathy, till he had won a 
po ition that mada him independent of it, he raised himself to the 
second place in the Republic, and, in the minds of many, was designated 
for the first. 

I do not purpose to delineate his character, or to recount the story 
of his life. I should only repeat what has been better said, here and 
elsewhere, by those to whom the grateful duty was most appropriate. 
Enough that, in an age too much devoted to tbe pursuit of wealth, he 
carried his contempt for money to a fault; thatinatime when the lux
uriousness of private life invaded the purity and threaten eel the safety 
of society, he preserved the simple habits that best become a repub
lican magistrate ; that as he had borne adversity without murmuring 
and with unconquerable determination, so he boresucces with modera
tion; and that in all his high employments, the possession of power 
never provoked him to insolence in the exerci Q of it. I will not adduce, 
among the evidences of his merit, that his personal character mainly 
escaped calumny, for the best men in public life are not the least 
vilified, and political malignity seeks not the justice but the occasion 
of as alllt. But even thut mali~nity could find little upon which to 
fa-ston its fangs in one whose chief use for money was to give it to 
others, and whose only use of power was for the public good. 

Nor was the occa-sion of his death inappropriate to his life. It ha-s 
been lamented that the inevitable hour found him away from his 
home, and without the tender ministrations of woman. In this regret 
I do not share. Where should the patriot warrior die rather than on 
the field of battle or on the slippery deck, with the flag of his country 
victorious over him T Where shollld the patriot statesman whose life 
has been devoted to freedom die rather than in the Capitol, whose 
uplifted Dome bears aloft the vindicated statue of Liberty. 

And home he ha{]. none. No man shared more largely in the affec
tions of the American people; no man was more beloved by his im
mediate constituency; but those pleasures which the greatest of 
American orators placed above all the other immeasurable blessings of 
rational existence, above the treasures of science and the delights of 
learning and the a pects of nature, even above good ~overnment and 
religious liberty, "the transcendent sweets of domestic life," were no 
more for him. Those relations which nature intended for the joy and 
the rapture of our youth, for the happiness and the embellishment of our 
maturer years, for the comfort and consolation of age, had been sev
ered by the remorseless shears of fate. No eye grew brighter when 
he raised the latch that held his lonely dwelling; no outstretched 
arms of wife, no ringing laughter of children, welcomed his returning 
footsteps when he crossed the threshold over which all that had given 
life, and joy, and beauty to that simple abode, and had lighte<I. it up 
with a glory not of palaces, ha-d been borne never to return. · He had 
nothing left to love but his country. It wa proper, then, that he 
should die here, here where his greatest work had been wrought, here 
where his great-e t triumphs had been achieved, here where his voice 
had been raised, till the outer corridors had ·echoed back his words, for 
truth, for justice, for right. 

It wa-s proper that from yonder Chamber, to which the suffrages of 
his fellow-citizens had carried him, he was borne to his final place of 
rest. He entered that town, for the first time, a friendless lad, all his 
posse sions carried in a bundle which swung lightl3r in his hand. He 
entered it, for the la-st time, accompanied by the pageantry of a 
nation's woe, with muffled drums, and arms reversed, and banners 
draped in black; from a thousand heights the flag of his c01mtry 
drooped at half-mast; from fort and arsenal and dock-yard the boom
ing of a single gun, at solemn intervals, announced the progress of 
the sad procession. Tender and loving hands received him; friends 
and neighbors, who loveu him because he was good, even more than 
they admired him because he }Va-s great, stood tearfully around his 
open grave. The bleak winds of a New England winter came down 
from his native hills, and moaned his requiem through the leafless 
trees. And there, with swelling hearts, but with unfaltering trust in 
the eternal promises of God, they laid his manly and stalwart form 
to mingle with tho dust of his kindred. 

l'lfr. DAWES. .Mr. President, the life and work of the late Vice
Pre ident were in all respects so remarkable thu,t they challenge the 
stucly and n.dmiration of the American people. The biography of 
distinguished men, the richest of a natioi,t's trea ures, will yield 
large space to the one, and the record of f?Teat and noble achieve
ments, a. nation's proudest monument,· will comprehend the full 
measure of the other. Ancl yet, to the most intimate friend and com
panion, the lesson is not easy. That life so fitly clo ed in the Capitol 
of the nation to whose salvation and glory it was consecrated, and 
that work so graciously terminated at the goal of all his de ires, have 
neither prototype nor parallel. Each stands out alone uy itself, and 
is unlike any other that bas gone before or survived it. He liveu from 
infancy to the end a-s no other man has lived. He worked, from his 
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first entrance into :public life till his departure, a-s no man ever worked 
before him. He was a creation, a specialty, a force all by itself, and 
yet ever in the midst and always :potent. No one could tell how he 
had attained to this individuality, and yet no one would correctly cal
culate the resultant of the ever multiplied and conflicting influences 
lJ nding political opinion who ignored this factor. 

Of so obscure and humble an origin thatwheneverfriendless pov
erty sought for a type or representative, his name was spoken before 
any other; of a public life so pure and upright amid temptation and 
in that hls example was h~ld up for imitation before all others; de

prived of opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge as no other 
in youth or manhood, he nevertbele s sought ont or created them, and 
availed himself of a breadth of study far more than others to whom 
opportunities come unbidden and among whom learning scatters her 
trca. nres with the most lavish band. He studied men more than 
books, and his education came from personal contact with the practi
cal affuirs of life, and not from the study of other men's acquisitions 
in knowlellge. His whole life bore unmistakable evidence of the 
·chool in which its les ons were learned. Tested by the standard of 
t.bo e the world calls learned he was no scholar, but tried by that 
which the world calls safe, pmctical, useful, he was wise beyond his 
generation. While he read books some and profited much by their pe
rusal, he read men more and thereby gathered a larger knowledge of 
the pra.<Jtical duties of life than it was possible for him to have ac
quired in any other way. 

He had not genius, but be bad what is more certain of succese., in
do try and fidelity, and their rewards crowned his endeavors. No one 
can understand or properly e timate his character or career except by 
a study of the elements which formed the one and furnished the instru
mentalit ies which wrought out the other. It was impo sible t.b.a.t be 
t>lwuld be liko other men, becau e the very food which was his nece -
sity the multitude of men shun or escape. And thus it is that only 
by a :proper study of the school in which the heart and head of HENRY 
WJLSo... were developed can be found the key to that remarkable life 
and noble work who e sublime termination we seek by these cere
monies this day to commemorate. 

The world upon which he first opened his eyes was an utterly bar
ren waste, and nowhere, in all his journey through it, did any green 
thing glallden his sight which his own hands did not plant and his 
own fidelity water till it bore itB legitimate fruit; nowhere an oppor
tunity for improvement or work, nor an in trumentality for thf:' ac
complishment of good, which hi own courage and mdomita ble will 
did not pluck from the very jaws of an adverse fate. And thus he 
wa never educated for his life-work, but only in and by it, a.nd be 
grew to fitness for it, and to a marvelous power in it, just a-s the right 
arm of the blacksmith grows strong throu~h the very blows it strike . 

When taste led him into politics in 184u he wa without education 
in public affairs, without experience as a speaker or any of the natural 
gifts of an orator. ·But he had convictions. He believed that, under 
a Government by and for all, it was the duty of all to study and to 
under. ·tan<l their relations to it and their duties and obliga.tions under 
it, and in that sense to be politicians-honest, earnest, aggressive :poli
ticians. And in teaching others he taught him elf1 till he became one. 
of the most efficient political teachers and leaders in his generation. 
Tho logic of the schools and the arts of the rhetorician he never 
studied and never knew, but of the logic of events and the eternal 
fitne ·s of things he seemetl to have intuitive knowledge, and in the 
enforcement of their les8ons be waB remarkably effective. He had 
tho courage of his convictions, and he followed them, sometime , 
thougll eldom, into the wrong, but still he followed them fearle ly, 
aero s party line , into strn.nge company, into seeming inconsistencies, 
and into danger if need be. 'Vherever they led there he followed. 

Mr. WIL ON was a hater of slavery and every sort of oppre sion 
and infringement on human rights from his boyhood. He could not 
have been otherwise without being false to himself and all the expe
riences of his lif . War on the e wrongs became to him a mission, 
aml he took upon himself its work with vows and covenants, never 
faltering so long a there was work to do. Ho subordinat-ed to it all 
party ties and relations, keeping company with political a-'3sociates 
and acknowledging fealty to :political organizations only so long as 
thi · higher purpose of his life could, in his opinion, be :promoted 
tlwreby. This led him to uecome a di t nrbing element, disorganizin~ 
old parties and organizing new ones. He wa.s a revolutionist in poll
tics, and bore a conspicuous part in every great politicaJ. revolt exist
ing organizations have encountered in his time. He :tirst came upon 
t!te t.u.ge as a young whig orator in the great political revolution of 
1 '40 a.nd participated activ ly and efficiently in the memorable cam
pn.ign which in that year brought the whig party into :power. With 
more zeal, a he grew in years and in streugth, did he lead in 1 4 in 
the organization of the fr e- oil party for the destruction of both tho 
whig and democratic partie . In 1851 and1852 he was the master
spirit of a coalition between the free- oil and democratic parties in 
his own Stat.e in a successful campaign against the whig party of 
that State, dislodging it from power and dividing the offices between 
the allies, placing Mr. Sumner in the Senate and a democrat in the 
governor's chair. In 1tl54, he wa,s one of tho leaders in the organiza
tion of the Americanpartyo'f that day, which overwhelmed in a, eom
mon defeat the whig, democratic, and republican :parties, carrying 
down, by his own efforts, his own name at the he:td of the republican 
ticket for governor of the State. By this party he was himself elected 

to the Senate of the United States. In 1 55, he again led, in the 
councils of that same American party at Philadelphia, a revolt which 
dismembered and disbanded it on its first attempt to control national 
politics ; and in the following year he was found earnest and fore
most in the work of organizing and preparing the present national 
republican party for its ultimate triumph in 1860. With this party 
in its avowed work he· continued to act during the remainder of his 
life. He had often in those years to answer the charge of vacilla
tion and inconsistency and a desire for office and power regarille s of 
the means used for their attainment. He met all these accu ations 
with the bold announcement tha.t, with him, neither place nor power 
nor party was anything but means to an end beyond and above them 
all, and that he would never eek nor serve either except for the at
tainment of that end. He outlived many yea.rs the adverse criticisms 
and enmities this course engendered; and, as in later years, amid the 
great events in which be bore so prominent a part, his untiring zeal 
and absolute devotion to the political elevation of the down-trodden 
stood out to be read of all mon, the general :public judgment accorded 
to him a sincerity, agacity, and statesmanship in these frequent 
chan~es of political relations which were not universally conceded at 
the time of their occurrence. 

Mr. WILSON rose rapidly from his first entrance into public life in 
1840. He was a member of the lower bon e of the Ma sachu etts 
Legislature by repeated elections, four times a senator, and twice the 
presiding officer of that body. He wa-s also a leading and influential 
member, among the able tmen of the State, of the constitutional con
vention of 1853. He wa evoral times candidate of the party with 
which he acted for governor of the tate and for Repre entative iu 
Congress. In 1855, m one of tho ·e remarkable poliiJical revolutions 
before alluded to, be was elected Senator of the nited State and 
took his seat in thi body in February of that year. By repeatod 
and nearly unanimous re-election he held the office of enator eight
een years, and resigned it only to a ume the dutie of the office of 
Vice-Pre ident, to which he had been elected in 1872, and whicll he 
held till his death in the National Capitol on the morning of the 22d 
of November last. 

How be acquitte!l himself in the many positions of public trru;t 
and responsibility to which be was repeatedly called by bjs own State 
the people of Massachusetts bear testimony to-day in the sincere 
mourning which tills all heart , and in the universal feeling of irrop
arn.ble loss which finds expre ion in all her borders. How ho bore 
him elf in this broader field and under the weightier responsibilitios 
and graver duties which the place and the times devolved upon hint 
is personally known i.o ma.ny of you, Senator , before whom be wont 
in and out daily in the patient and elf-sacrificing performance of the 
work allotted him, and is now commended by a univer al public 
judgment. He entered this body six years before the war; years of 
civil strife and commotion ripening into rebellion; years big with tho 
great events and greater consequences of that national conflict. On 
the one side w ere arrayed Jefferson Davi, Toombs, Hunter, Butler, 
Benjamin, and their compeers, if not as yet menacing, . ertainly in
ten e, bitter, and 1mcompromi ing. 'Vith them, by party affiliation, 
thongh not in sympathy, and vainly struggling against the current of 
party policy, were Cass and Douglas. On the other side, with whom 
WIL ON took his place, were, in the early morning of the struggle, 
Clayton, Crittenden, aD<l Bell; and, all through its heat anll burden, 
Wade, Fessenden, Trumbull, Hale, and his own great colleague, Mr. 
Sumner. The world has seldom, if ever witne sed a more imposing 
array. Among the questions debat d and determined were t.he ro:peal 
of tho Mi souri compromise, the Drod Scott decision, the forcing of 
slavery into Kansas an<l a government of slave-holders upon her peo
ple, the hunting of fugitives from slavery in free States, and other 
kindred measures, involving the very exist nceof the Republic. Never 
ha-s the world listened to a debate on which were staked such mo
mentous issues. Among these great men and in these great argu
ments Mr. WILSON wa neither silent nor weak, but earned a national 
reputation He was placed at the head of the Military Committee of 
this body at the be~ing of the war, when its re ponsjbilities and 
dutie a nme<.'l. an Importance never known before. The record of 
the Senate and the contemporaneous testimony of the high officiaJs 
who leaned on this committee for support in the exigencies of tuo 
war furnish ample evidence of the great ability and marvelous in
dustry with which he met the difficult and delicate questions aud 
incessant labors of this new :position. 

The close of the war brought to Mr. WIL ON no release from activo 
puhlic service. He supported earnestly and most efficiently that 
eries of great mea ures r ndered neces ary in the rehabilitation of 

the r bel States, and which ultimately wrought tho e gra.nd changes 
in the organic law of the land that will ever mark this period as an 
epoch in the world' history. Some of the mo t important of these 
mea ures originated with him, and in the final shape and roacll of 
others may be traced the wise and practical coun el, never stumuling 
over forms nor missing the substance, which so characterized all his 
work. The completo history of tlle Republic during the eventful yea:rs 
of his serv.ice here-a history not•yet written-will alone do justice 
to the indefatigable endeavors and the broad and patriotic statesman
ship of HENRY WILSON, and to its judgment his name and fame rna 
be afoly eommitted. · 

Tho 'Personal character of fr. WILSON was full of noble-qualiti , 
endearing him to his friends while living and making his m~mnry ~ 
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constant delight. Kindness of heart seemed to mellow his whole 
nature. There was in him neither selfishne s, nor envy, nor hate, and 
only generosity, charity, and good-will. He wonld empty his pockets 
and borrow of his neighbor to relieve suffering humanity stretching 
out its hands at the corners of the streets. He would toil and travel, 
day and night, without recompense or hope of reward, if thereby he 
could contribute to lift the humble and the lowly to manho~d and its 
opportunities. With physical strength and mental vigor was spent for 
others his substance also, and when he died he left in all less than 
the value of one year's salary. Underneath all the. e gentle qualities 
there lived a personal comage which never quailed in the face of 
danger. When, under a dispensation now, t.hauk God, forever pas ed 
away, his distinguished colleague, for words spoken in debate, fell 
upon the floor of the Senate Chamber beneath the bludgeon of one 
mad with the fury of the times, 1\ir. WILSON, though one of the 
young t Senators in erv·ice, and yet hardly known to those among 
whom he stood, denounced in his place the assault as "brutal, mur
derou , and cowardly." .And then, in answer to a challenge from the 
a sailant himself, he had the O'reater courage to defy both him and 
t.he barbarous code behind whlch such men skulk in words which 
will live as long as the history of those dark times and dMker deeds 
shall be read of men. From that hom till the day broke upon a 
regenerated Republic he carried his life in his hand; but never, to save 
that life, did he deviate. hair's breadth from t.he line of his duty. 

The gratitude of the Commonwealth whose commission in the pub
lic service he bore so long and with such signal fidelity and ability, 
and her grief at his Joss, wonld bid me speak many things I must 
leave unsaid. A personal admiration of his life and work, joined 
with an uninterrupted and confiding friendship of many years, has 
already extended the language of enlo(J'y beyond the proper limits of 
this occasion. The rest must be left to the history of the times in 
which he lived, and of the Republic to whose true glory his life was 
consecrated. 

Mr. President, it is appointed unto all men once to die, and an un
timely death overtakes no one, however inscrutable to mortal vision 
is the dispensation. But we seem to see clearly, even now, that this 
~eat change came to l\lr. WILSON in the fnllness of time. In the 
fierce battle of life he had won the victory._ The work to which he 
had set apart that life was done; for his countrymen were all free, 
were all equal before the law, and were at peace with the world and 
with one n,nother. He died full of years, of honors, and in the blessed 
hope of a glorious immortality. His mission here had indeed ended. 

We cannot turn, however, from the contemplation of alifesohumble 
and lowly in its beginning, so full of patriotic endeavor and noble 
achievement through all its progress, and so illustrious in its end, 
without reverently exclaiming, SU7·cly the toays ofntanarefashioned of 
God! 

.And now, :Mr. President, as a fmther mark of respect to the dis
tinguished dead, so recently our Presiding Officer, I move that the 
Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at two o'clock and fifty-one min
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 21, 1876. 

'J'he House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
I. L. TOWNSEND. 

The J ournn,l of yesterday was read and approved. 
PRIVATE-BILL DAY. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order is the calling of com
mittees for reports of -a private nature, and the morning hour begins 
at ten minutes after twelve o'clock. 

LEE VS. RAThTEY. 
lrlr. HARRIS, of Virginia,. from the Committee on Elections, moved 

that the papers in the contested-election case of Lee va. Rainey, from 
the first congre sional district of South Carolina, be ordered to be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
GIRLS' REFORM SCHOOL, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

1\Ir. HAMILTON, of New Jersey, from the Committee on Appropria
tions, moved it be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 718) providing for purchase of site and construction of 
buildings for the Girls' Reform School in the District of Columbia, 
and the same be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

The motion was agreed to 
BOUNTY TO DRAFTED MEN. 

Mr. WELLS, of 1\Iissouri, from the arne committee, moved that it 
be discharged from the further consideration of a bill (H. ·R. No. 723) 
directing the payment of the same bounty to drafted men as to volun
teers under section 12 of an act mn,king appropri:1tions passed July 28, 
1 866, and the same be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion wa.s a!ITeed to. 

J, C. CLENDENIN. 
Mr. SINGLETON, from the arne committee, moved it be di charged 

from the fmther consideration of a communication from the Sixth Au
ditor of the Treasury concerning the claim of J. C. Clendenin for carry
ing the United States mail in North Carolina, and the same be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. · 

The motion was agreed to. 
REFUNDING COTTON TAX. 

~Ir. BLOUNT, from the same committee, moved it be discharged from 
the futher consideration of the memorial of the Legislature of Arkan
sas, asking Congress to pass an act refunding the cotton tax, and the 
same be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The motion was agt·eed to. 
SHEPHERD & ROHRBAUGH. 

Mr. HALE, from the same committee, moved it be discharged from 
the fmther consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 32 . ) for the relief of Shep
herd & Bohrbaugh, and the same be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 
EXPENSES OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

Mr. HALE also, from the same committee, reported back adversely 
a bill (H. R. No. :~55) making appropriations for the expense of the con
stitutional convention of Colorado Territory, and moved the same be 
laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

laid on the table; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. AINSWORTH, from the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads, reported back the following bills; and the eommittee 
were clischar~ed from the further consideration of the same, and they 
were referrea to the Committee on Claims: 

The bill (H. R. No. 305) for the relief of Timothy Baker, of Saint 
John's, Michigan; 

The bill (H. R. No. 818) for the relief of Samuel Grove, postmaster 
at Mexico, Missouri; 

The bill (H. R. No. 7f57) to authorize ·an allowance of 6,842.15 in 
settlement of the accounts of James S. Dunning, decea ed, late post
master at Atlanta, Georgia; 

The bill (H. R. No. 422) for the relief of 'Villiam Mcindoe, post
ma-ster at Lonaconing, Alleghany County, Maryland; and 

The bill (H. R. No. 146) for the relief of the heirs of Chauncey :M. 
Lockwood, contractor for carrying the United States mails. 

JUDGE WIL ON M'CANDLESS . 
1\Ir. KNOTT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back, 

with the 1·ecommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 219) to 
permit the judge of the district court of tho United States for the 
western district of Pennsylvania to retire. 

The bill was read. It extends and makes applicable the provisions 
of section 714 of the Revised Statutes to Ron. Wilson 1\IcCandle ·s, 
judge of the district court of tho United States for the western district 
of Pennsylvania, in consequence of his physical disability, notwith
standing he has not attained the age of seventy years. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That bill ought to go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Ca-lendar. All bills which propose to increase 
expenditme shonld be first considered in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Indiana make that point 
of order! -

Mr. HOLMAN. I withhold the point of order, if I may do so, until 
an explanation is made by the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. KNOTT. I desire, .Mr. Speaker, to say only a few words in ex
planation of this bill. As gentlemen are aware, under the provisions 
of the seven hundred and fourteenth section of the Revise<l Statutes 
any judge of the United States who has served ten years and attained 
the ago of seventy years may retire from office, and receive for the 
remainder of his natural life the same salary as that tow hich he may 
be entitled at the date of his resignation. Judge McCandle s, for 
whose benefit this bill has been introduced, has not yet attained the 
a..,.e of sevent.y years, being only, I believe, sixty-six years of age. 
He has nevertheless been in the public service for over twenty years, 
during all of which time he has distinguished himself for his fidelity, 
for his pmil:iy, and for the ability with which he has dischar..,.ed the 
duties of his office. For over a year, however, he has been laboring 
under paralysis, which has affected his speech to that extent that it is 
almost impossible for him to discharge the duties of his office. 

I have recently had the opportunity of speaking ·with the judge of 
the circuit court, with the marshal of t.hat district, and -with a L.·trge 
majority of the members of the bar. They unanimously urge the 
passage of this bill as an act of justice to a long-tried and faithful pub
lic servant, who has worn himself out in the service of the Govern
ment, and who must perforce retire, and that upon but limited means. 
I hope there will not be a dissenting voice from t.he passage of this bill. 

Mr. CONGER. How long has he served as judge' 
Mr. KNOTT. For over twenty years, as I am informed. 
:Mr. CONGER. In the same ppsition T 
Mr. KNOTT. In the eame position, as judge of the dil:ltrici. court 
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for the western district of Pennsylvania. I am informed that the 
bill passed t.he House unanimously at the last session, but failed for 
want of time in the Senate. 

Mr. LA. WRENCE. I dislike very much to say anything in opposi
tion to a bill of this de cription. I would not do so if ·I did not con
ceive that it would be making a very bad precedent, one which might 
be very troublesome hereafter. We have a g neral law which pro
vides that judges who have served teB years and have reached the age 
of seventy may retire upon a pension or salary for life. I voted against 
that bill when it was pending in Congress because I thought it very 
dangerous that we should begin the work of pensioning civil officers 
The British government has a very large amount of pensions on its 
civil list, and it has become enormously expensive to that government. 

Until recently we have never pensioned any civil officer. Thc1t gen
eral law, however, did pro-vide for cases of that sort. Since that time 
we have passecl some sp cial bills pensioning particular judges. I 
have deemed it my duty to vote against every one of them. I do not 
doubt the faithful services of the gentleman whom this bill proposes 
to retire npon a pension; but I simply desire to invite the attention 
of the Hou e to it a-s a precedent which may become dangerous and 
as ono which I think we ought not to establish. I hope the bill will 
nQt pass. 

.OMr. STEVENSON. I ask that the bill may be again read. 
The bill wa again road. 
Mr. KNOTT. A.s I remarked before, the majority in Congress a. 

few years ago deemed it wise to make a provision that the judges of 
the United States upon reaching the age of seventy years might re
tire upon their pay after having served ten years. If that was jnst, 
if that was wise, it is impossible for me to conceive of the injustice 
or the want of wisdom in passing this bill for the relief of a faith
ful servant who has served us over twenty years, and who lacks but 
three or four years at the outside of reaching the age prescribed by 
the statute. 

What can be attained by rejecting the bill J We either force him 
to retire from his po ition now in poverty or to remain in the judge's 
place four years longer, to the great detriment of the public interest. 
A.s to 1he propriety of a civil pension-list, this side of the House is 
not responsible. We have it upon our statute-books already, and the 
pre ent bill is simply to extend its benefit to one who, if any judge 
ih the United States has ever merited that benefit, i::; cert::tinly enti
tled to it. I ask for the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope, iJefore the gentleman calls the previous 
question, he will allow me a. moment. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I would like to inquire the age of J udge McCand
less and how long he ha-s held this position. 

Mr. KNOTT. I have already said that he has served for twenty 
years or more as district jud~e of the western district of Pennsylva
nia. He is now sixty-six, or m his sixty-sixth year, as I am ihformed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the gentleman will now allow me a moment. 
Mr. KNOTT. Certainly. 
Mr. HOLl\IA.N. I think, Mr. Speaker, that no act ever passed Con

gress so entirely opposed to the genius of our Government as this one 
authorizing a civil-pension list. In the early days of the Republic 
such 1egi lation was really deemed impo ible, u.s the history of the 
country shows. Thi act was pa · ed a few years ago ; it sprang up 
in that unsettled period of our legislation at the instance of the other 
side of the Chamber. Now, that measure, o full of serious objection, 
is proposed to be extended in its effects, when most gentlemen believe 
that the original law wa.s wrong and all believe it to be excessively 
liberal in its provisions. This is, I think, the first instance-it may ue 
possibly the second- where the law has been made more liberal than 
its original terms were. .A.ga.inst this I object. Having been opposed. 
to the ori~inal measure, I trust that no private consideration, no per
sonal motives, em:1nating from high character and excellence, shaH be 
allowed to extend a bau law, an unwise measure, further than its 
original provisions went. I am aware, ir, that very few gentlemen 
have held po itions on the Federal bench with more honor to them
solve and credit to the country than the judge of the western district 
of Pennsylvania.. This is conceded by all. But I do regret that an 
attempt is now made to extend the provisions of th:1t law ueyond its 
original term . I regret it, and for one I shall feel compelled to vote 
against this bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. I yield now for a. moment to my colleague on the 
committee from Maine, [1\lr. FRYE.] · 

:Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say just one word in answer 
to the gentleman from Ohio, [l\ir. LAWRENCE,] for the purpo e of in
dicating that the republicans on the Judiciary Committee do not unite 
or accord with him in relation to this proposition, and also one word 
in reply to the gentleman from Indiana. 

l\Ir. L.A. WRENCE. It is not a party question at all. 
Mr. FRYE. Since I have been in the Congre of the United State , 

at each session of Congre a 1)roposition has been ma<le and nrged 
vehemently that the sala.rie of judges of district courts should be 
raised ; that they were uot sufficiently paid for the service rendered. 
The question has been presented before the :Judiciary Committee, and 
my impression is that an increase of salary ha been reported on fa
vorably by that committee. The oppo ition to the bill was this: To 
be sure the alaries are not high. But when the. e judges arrive at 
the age of seventy years they retire with a rea onable alary, a rea
sonable provision ma~e for them. That answer ha-s been considered. 

sufficient by the House, and the pmposition to increase the sala1·ics of 
these judges bas been defeated. Now here, sir, is a judge of fine 
abilities, as I understand, who has served for twenty-three years, and 
now, in his old age, wit.hout any property whatever, he is incapa
ble of further service by a visitation of God of paraly is. He is now 
compelled to retire. If he retires to-day, he ha.s been receiving a al
ary jus~ sufficient to support him and hi family, and he get no 
advantage from the pension provided for judges who retire at sev
enty years of age. He goes out of office without anything to support 
him elf and his family. I submit to the Ron e that there is no dan
ger in a precedent like this. This man is entitled to his pension as 
though he had served up to the day he were seventy; and I hope the 
House will vote in favor of the propo ition. of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and relieve this man and give him his salary. ' 

Mr. KNOTT. I yield now for a moment to the gentleman from 
Penn ylvania, [Mr. HOPKINS.) · 

Mr. HOPKINS. I de ire, sir, to say but a few words in favor of the 
pa 1age of this bill. I have known the distinguished gentlemen men
tioned in tbe bill from my boyhood. For twenty-odd years I have 
practiced before him. And I am glad. to know that his reputation for 
integrity and ability ha extended throughout our broad Union. But 
I desire to add one further remark to all that has been aid. The im
mense amount of 1aborthatha.sbeen imposed uponJudgeMcCandl ·, 
no gentleman, perhap , out ide of his district can realize. The enor
mous number of bankrupt cases and internal-revenue cases coming 
before him have surpa ed almost any di trict in the United States. 
Judge McCandlef'ls has literally worn him elf out in the service of his 
country, and is without any fortune. He has given the be t year of 
his life to the ervice of the Unitecl States, and I think it would be an 
ungracious thing to turn -him out in his advanced years with his phys
ical infirmities, without the provision maue for tho. e who, at a cer
tain age, whether eli a bled or not, have ample provi ion made for them 
by the United States. A.s was said by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[.Mr. KNoTT,] this bill pas ed the House during the last Congre with
out opposition, and it would have passed the Senate, but Judge Mc
Candless, hoping that his"physical<li abilities would be removed, and 
that he would still be able to serve the Government, wrote to the Sen
ators from our State begging them to prevent the pa sage of the uill. 
He now feels, sir, that he is unable t,o discharge his dnti , and hence 
he hopes that this bill will pa-ss, and I tmst that it will pa s by a unan
imous vote. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman from Kentucky to yield to me 
for a moment. 

Mr. KNOTT. I will do so. 
Mr. CONGER. There is this consideration in regard to tho bn i

ne of this district which perhaps may have orne weight with the 
House : Under the law as it now exists thi judge is not compelled 
either to resign or to retire, and there is no one to perform the duties 
of that office in that di trict unle s other di trict judges volunteer to 
perform them or the circuit judge is able to do so. I think that this 
consideration in thi ca e should have some weight with this House. 
This bill should pass in order that this judge may be enabled tore
tire and some other judge be appointed who can perform the dutie 
of the district. 

Mr. K;NOTT. I now call the previous que tion on the engros ment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were-ayes 113, 
noes 40. 

So the previous question was seconded. 
The question was then taken upon ordering the main question; and 

upon a division there were-ayes 97, noes 42; no quorum voting. 
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. KNO'IT and l\Ir. HOLMAN were ap

pointed . 
The House again divided; and the tellers reported that there were

ayes 112, noes 4 . 
o the main question was ordered, which was upon ordering the 

uill to be enCTrossed and read the third time. 
l\ll". HAMiLTON, of New Jersey. I ask for the yeas and nays on 

thi question. I want to record my vote a~aiust a civil-pension list. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I would suggest .that tne yeas and nays l.le taken 

upon the pa~sage of the bill . 
Mr. HilfiLTON, of New Jersey. I do not object to that. - . . 
The bill was then ordered _to be en~os ed and. read a third time; 

and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. · 
The question was upon the passage of the bill. 
lr. H..AJ\ffi,TON, of New Jersey. I now call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken; and there were- yeas 145, nays 101, 

not voting 44, as follows : 

YEAS-Messrs. Ain worth, .A.Rhe, .A thins, Georue .A. Bagley, William H . .Baker, 
Banks, Banning, Barnum, Bass. Blackburn, Blaine, Blair, Blis , Boone, Bradley, John 
Young Brown, \Villiam R. Brown. Buckner, IIoratio C. Burchard, ama l D. Bur
chard, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, Caulfield, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, Jobn B. 
Clark, jr., of Mi omi, Clymer, UocbranE.'I, Collins, Conger, Cook, Uowan, Danford., 
Darrell, Davy, Dunnell, ])urham, Eames, Egbert, Ellis, Evans, Farwell, l!'oster, 
Franklin, Freeman, Fro t, Frye, Garfield, Gauee, Gib on, Goofle, E ·tle, JI'U'al on, 
Benjamin W. HaiTis, Hathorn, Hendee. Hereford, Abraham . Hewitt, Hoar, Hogo, 
Hopkins, Hoskin , House, Hubbell, Hurlbut llyman, Thoma L . .Tone , Kasson , 
K ehr, K elley, K etchum, King, Knott, Lamar, Georgo .l\I. Landers, Lano, Levy, 
L ewi , Luttrell, Lynch, Lyncle, Levi .A.. Mackey, Maish, MeDin, Metcalfe, Money, 
Mom-o , Morey, Morgan. Mutchler·, Nash, Norton, O'Brien, 0 ' eill, Pa~o, l'arsuna, 
Payne, John~. Philipll, Piper, Pl.ai ~1 Platt, Vowe:V, P~tt, B,.tiner, .John Rdll 1 
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Rice, John Robbins, P..ouerts, Robinson, Sobieslri Ro s, Rusk, Samp on, Sayler, 
Schleicher, Seelye, Shea1doy, Sinn.iokson, Slomons, Smalls. Starkweather, Strait, 
Stenger, Throckmorton, Martin I. Townsend, Washing:ton Townsend, Turney, Van 
Vorht>s, John L. Vance, W:uldell, Alexander S. Wallace, John W. Wallace, War
r en, Erastus Wells, G. Wiley Wells. White, Wigginton, Wike. Andrew Williams, 
Alphens S. Williams, Cha.1=ies G. Williams, J eremiah N. Williams, William B. 
Williams, Ala.n Wood, jr., WoodbUI'll, and Yeates-145. 

NAYS-Messrs. Adam ·~;lllllerson, Bagby, .Tohn H. B~ley, .ir., John H. Baker, 
Ballou, Bell, Blonnt, Braa.rord, Bnrlei.,.h, Cabell, John .tl. Caldwell, William P. 
Caldwell, Candler, Cate, Chapin, Cox, Cronnse, Culberson, Cutler, Davis, De Bolt, 
Dibrell, Douglas, Eden, Faulkner, Felton, Forney, Fort, Fuller , Glover, Goodin, 
Gnnter, Andrew H. Hamilton, Robert Hamilton, Hardenber~rh, Henry R. Harris, 
John T. Harris, Harrison, Hartridge, Hartzell, Haymond, Render on, Goldsmith 
\Y. Hewitt, Holman, Hooker, Frank Jones, Joyce, FI:anklin Landers, Lapham, Law
r ence, Magoon, McFarland, McMahon, MilleT, Milliken, Mills, eal, 1ew, Oliver, 
Phelps, Wllliam A. Phillip , Poppleton, Potter, Randall, Rea, Reagan, Riddle, Will
iam M. Robbins, Miles Ross, Savage, Scales, Singleton, A. Herr Smith, William E. 
Smith, Southard, Sparks, pringer , Stevenson, Stone, Tarbox, Teese, T erry, Thomp
son, Thomas, Thornbnrlth, Tufts, Robert B. Vance, Waltlron, Walling, Whitehouse, 
Wbitin_~;, Whitthorne, willard, James Williams, James D. Williams, Willis, Benja
min Wi1son, James Wilson, F ernando Wood, and Yonng-101. 

NOT VOTING-Messrs. Beebe, Bland, Bright, Campbell, Chittenden, Crapo, 
Denison, Dobbins, Durand, Ely, Hancock, Hatcher, Hays, Herrkle, Hill, Hnnter, 
Hnnton, Hurd, J enks, Kimball, Leavenworth, Lord, Edmnnd W. M. Mackey, Mac
Dougall, McCrary, Meade, Morrison, Odell, Packer, Pierce, Pnrman, James B. 
Reilly, Schumaker, Stowell, Swann, Tucker, Charles C. B. Walker, Gilbert C. 
W'"alker, Walls, Walsh, Ward, Wheeler, Wilshire, and Woodworth-44. 

So the bill was passed. 
During the call of the roll1 
Mr. HENDEE said: I desrre to state that my colleague, Mr. DEN

ISON, is absent on account of sickness. 
Mr. ~E moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. · 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDEl\TT. 
A message in writinJt from the President of the United States was 

communicated to the House by Mr. L. P. LUCKEY, his Private Secre
tary, who al o informed the House that the Presiuent had approved 
and signe.d bills of the Hou e of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 282) to declare the road leading from Concordia, 
Kentucky, to Mooleyville, Kentucky, a post-road; and · 

An act (H. R . No. 283) to change the name of the steamboat Tom 
Jasper, of Saint Louis. . 

3.65 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BONDS. 
Mr. RANDALL. I desire to make a report which under the call of 

committee this morning would not have been strictly in order. It 
is a matter of great importance, and I desire to submit it now to the 
House. I am instructed by the Committee ou Appropriations to re
port back, with a negative recommendation, House bill No. 815, for 
the payment of the interest of the 3.65 bonds issued under the act of 
Congre , approved June 20, 187 4, entitled "An act for the government 
of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes." In connection 
with this negative report I desire to state that it comes from the com-
mittee without any dissent. . 

The committee are of opinion that the Government of the United 
States--

Mr. BURCHARD, of lllinois. Will the gentleman allow the ques
tion to be stated from the Chair, so that we may know what action is 
asked of the House f 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RAN
DALL,] chairman of th~ Committee on Appropriations, reports back, 
by order of that committee, with an adverse recommendation, the bill 
of the House on the subject of the payment of the 3.65 bonds of the 
District of Columbia. 

Ml·. WOOD, of New York. I hope it will be reported before the 
gentleman proceeds. -. 

1\Ir. CONGER. I make the point that thia bill must go to the Com
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RANDALL. It is too late to make that point. 
Mr. CONGER. This is the first time there has been an opportunity 

to raise the point. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
~·. RANJ?ALL. I hope the gentleman will not insist on the point. 

Th1Sl8 an Important matter to a great number of persons, and its 
considemtion will take but a moment. The committee make a neO'a
tive recommendation; but they desire that I should make a statem~nt 
so tJ;Iat b;r our action the value of these bonds may not be in any man
ner rmparred, but that on the contrary, by what passes here in refer
ence to this subject, tho credit of the District may be stre~~thened. 

Mr. HOAR. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will consent 
to let this matter go over till Monday. I understand that there will 
be considerable debate on it. . 

Mr. RANDALL. If gentlemen had allowed me to go on with my 
statement I should have been through by this time. 

Mr. HOAR. There are other gentlemen, I understand, who wish to 
speak on the question. 

Mr. CONGER. I insist on my point of order. 
Mr. RANDALL. I withdraw the report. 

HARB.OR OF VERl\ITLLION, OHIO. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous con ent, laid before the House a com

muuica;tion from the Secretary of ~ar, transmitting, in response to a 
resolntwn of the House of the 12th mstant, the report of Lieutenant-

Colonel C. E . Blunt, Unitefl States Engineers, on fu~ harbor of Ver
million, Ohio; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication from 

the secretary of the Washington National Monument Societ.y, trans
mitting a petition, signed by 15,000 citizens of the United States, for 
the completion of the monument; which wru:~ referred to tho Commit
tee on the Centennial Celebration and the proposed National Census 
of 1 75. 

WASHINGTO~ AND GEORGETOWN RAILWAY. 
The SPEAKER also , laid before the House a communication from 

the president of the Washington and Georgetown Railway, transmit
ting, in compliance with section 16 of the act of incorporation, a report 
of the operations of the company for the year ending December 31, 
1875; which wa-s referred to the C()mmittee on the District of Co
lumbia. 

UNITED STATES AND CUBA. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a me age from the Presi

dent of the United States, transmitting, in answer to are olution of 
the House of the 17th instant, a report from the Secretary of State, in
closing con spondence between the Government of the United States 
and Spain in relation to the island of Cuba; which was refened to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

CAROLINE M. PURVIANCE AND FRANCIS WYETH. 
. On motion of Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, the bill (S. 
No. 191) for the relief of Caroline M. Purviance and Francis Wyeth 
was taken from the Speaker's table, read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

DEATH OF HENRY WILSON. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of their clerks, com

municated to the House the resolutions of the Senate on the announce
ment of the death of HENRY WILSO~, late Vice-President of the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct that the me sage received 
from the Senate in regard to the death of the late Vice-President be 
now read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask unanimous consent that during the consiuer
ation of the resolutions from the Senate, now about to be brought to 
the attention of the House, the privileges of the :floor be extended to 
the delegation of editors from Incliana who are now visiting this Cap
itol. I believe this is in conformity with precedent. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 
The Clerk read as follows : 

lN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
January 21, 1876. 

Resolved, That the Senate has received with profound sorrow the annonncement 
of the <leath of HENHY WILSON, late Vice-President of the united States anu Pres
ident of the Senate, who had been for eighteen years of consecutive service amem
ller of this body. 

Resolved, That business be now suspended that the frientls and associates of the 
deceased may pay fitting tribute to his public and private virtues. · 
res~~hl~s~hat the Secretary communicate these resolutions to the House of Rep-

Mr. WARREN. Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the resolu
tions which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That the Honse of Representatives has received with profonnd sorrow 

the annonncement of the death of HE.llffiY WILSON, late Vice-President of the 
United States. • . 

Resolved, That business be now suspended to allow fitting tributes to be paid to 
his public and private virtues ; and that, as a further mark of respect to the 
memory of the deceased, the Honse at the close of such r~arks shall adjourn. 

Mr. W AR~EN. Mr. Speaker, again, and seemingly all too soon, 
Massachusetts calls upon the Hou es of Congre to pause in their cus
tomary labors and join her in paying tribute to the memory of one of 
her departed statesmen. This time she has to mourn the los of him 
who had been honored by the highest office in the Federal Govern
ment attained by any of her citizens during the la.s.t half century 
HENRY WILSON, the eighteenth Vice-President of the United State . 

Born at Farmington, in the State of New Ramp hire, on the 16th 
day of February, 1812, his early life was passed in uncoasinO' toil. Yet 
from childhood he had such a thirst for· knowledge that ~hen at his 
maturity he left his birth-place, he bad not only r ad but had stored 
in h is memory, where it remained ever after available for instant use 
whatever the best authorities upon Eng1ish and American history up 
to that time bad written. 

In 1833 Mr: WILSON removed to Natick, in MUBsachusett , and made 
that place his home. There he was married, and there hi remains 
now repos~ with those of his w_ife ~d son. His busine life, perhaps 
the least nnportant part of hlS history, was confined entirely to the 
manufacture of boots and shoes, a branch of industry then in its in
fancy in the part of Massachusetts in which he resided. But in bu i.
ness he a1 ways exhibited the same patience of labor and faithfulness 
in performance which ?haracterized all his un~ertaJti;ngs. He was by 
no means the least effiment among those whose rngenmty and exertions 
bron~ht that manufacture up to its present vast proportions. 

. It IS, however, in his pub1ic life that we are more peculiarly inter
ested. He took an active part in the canvas of 1 40, which resulted 
in the election of Genera~ Harrison to the Presidency, and was himself 

• 
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elected in that year to the Massachusetts house of repre entatives. 
From that time forward his name has never been disconnected from 
the history of Massachusetts politics, except so . far as it is more in
timately associated with the politics of the whole country. Once de
feated, he wa in1 44 a member of the State senate, and wa re-elected 
in 1845. In this latter year he presided over a convention as em bled 
to oppose the a-dmission of Texas into the Union. In 1846 he returned 
to the house of repre entatives, having declined a renomination to 
the senate. In 184 he was a member of the national convention which 
nominated General '.ray lor. This nomination was effected against the 
strenuous opposition of Mr. \VILSON, who felt that Mr. Webster should 
have received the honor. He consequently was zealous iu opposing 
the election of General Taylor, and took part in the calling and organ
izing of the Buffalo convention which nominated :Martin Van Buren 
for President and Charles Francis Adams for Vice-President. He wns 
chairman of the free-soil State eommittee in 1849. In 1 50 ho again 
sat in the State bon e of repre entatives, and was the candidate of his 
party for speaker. In the full of that year he was one of the origi
nators and chief supporters of the coalition between t.he free-soil aud 
democratic parties, which elected Mr. BoutwelJ governor, ])fr. WILSO ' 
himself to the State .senate and made him pre ident of that body, and, 
after a severe contest, sent Charles Sumner to the Senate of the United 
States. In 1852 he was a delegate to the national convention of the 
free- oil party held at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; wa.s chairman of the 
national free-soil committee; failed of an election to Congre by less 
than a hundred votes, and was again president of the Massn.chosetts 
senate. His address of welcome to Louis Kos nth, made the same year 
as chairman of a legislative committee, won the applause of all parties. 
In 1 53 he was a member of and took a prominent part in a convention 
called to revise the constitution of the Commonwealth. Here he made 
his influence felt, although the convention contained the ablest men 
in the State of every party. In the same year he was the candidat-e 
of his party for governor, and again in 1854, but was never elected to 
that office. In the latter year he was actively engaged in organizing 
the opposition to the repeal of the Missouri compromise. In that year, 
al o, he joined the native American or know-nothing party, as it was 
called, which elected its canuitiate for governor and a l:uge majority 
in both branches of the Legi11lature. That Legislature met in January, 
1855, and, on the resignation of Mr. Everett, elected Mr. WILSON to the 
United States Senate. He took his seat in that body on the lOth day 
of February, 1855, and continued to occupy it until he assumed the 
office of Vice-President, March 4, 1873. 

Time would fail me were I to attempt to recount his labors as a 
member of the Senate. Suffice. it to say that when the history of its 
memorable doings, for the last twenty memorable years, shall come 
to be written, there will be no chapter of the whole record that will 
not perforce mention the name and speak of the labors of HENRY 
WILSON, of Mas achusetts. And the history of the party to which 
he belonged, and at whose birth he assisted, will make mention of no 
man who did more to lead that party from its early adversity and de
feattoitsfinaltriumph andlongtenureof power; no man who labored 
harder, throu~h good and through evil report, with brain, and t-ongue, 
and hand in tne cause to which he was devoted; no man who was 
keener in fore!3eeing and surer in taking the precise step in which the 
people were ready to follow ; no man who understood better how to 
lead forward his party from position to po ition until, through their 
support, every mea ure of policy which he deemed essential wa-~; finally 
e tablished, than HENRY Wn. ON, of Massachusetts. And so it hap
pened that before, and during, and since our civil conflict he was all 
the time one of the foremost leaders, one of the most trusted advisers 
among the men who in those periods in the main shaped the destiny 
of our people. 

With this brief sketch of the wonderfully uccessful career of Mr. 
Wn. ON I might pause. But were I to do o I might leave the im
pre ion that his life was hardly an exceptional one in this new and 
growing country. '.rhere are, it is true, iunum rable instances in each 
succeeding generation of men who, from poverty and deprivation, have 
worked their way upward to high position, and meanwhile have edu
cated themselves sufficiently to be enabled to bear off their honors 
bravely and do cr dit to themselves and the State. But. lli. WILSON 
had to contend against no ordinary odds. His was not the lot of him 
who in a new country, by simple force of chara,cter, energy, and in
dustry, becomes a leader among the hardy pioneers who surround him. 
He went a self-taught youth from his rustic home into the mo t popu
lous portion of one of the oldest_ States in the Union. He took up his 
abode in the immediate vicinity of our most ancient seat of learning. 
He chose as his political associates a party comprising probably two
thirds of the people of Massachusetts and an equal proport.ion oft hose 
who might truly be called the educated and cultivated men in a com
munity behind none on this continent in intelligence and refinement. 
It was with the picked men in such a community and in such a party 
tllat he was brought into com pari on and finally into competition. 
And it seems to me the great succes of his life that he took a. front 
rank among such competitors and finally superseded the foremost of 
them in the leadership of his party. 

He must then have been possessed of some unusual qualitie besides 
mere intellectual power, general knowledge, the gift of eloquence, or 
personal chara-cter. These were possessed in sufficient degree by hun
dreds of his compeers. True, he was not lacking in energy; be shrunk 
from no labor; his mind worked easily and he rarely failed to detect 

the vulnerable point in his adversary's position; he had no dearth of 
general information, and even in his early days his style of oratory 
was far above the average. But over and above all this he had in a 
pre-eminent degree two e pecial qualifications for political1 adership. 
These were, first an intimate acquaintance with all the fact of our pa t 
and current political history. A memory naturally tenaciou had been 
trained and crammed to bold this knowledge of political facts always 
at comma~d. This kind of knowledge has not of late b en common 
in Ma achusetts. One effect of the cour e of euucation iu that tate 
during the last third of a oentury, combined doubtles with oth r 
causes, has been to produce a distaste for political life among m n of 
the highest education, and an aversion to any great familiarity with 
the details of American political history. · 

In the second place, Mr. WILSON had no uperior a.s a party organiz r. 
'fhere may be orne who will deem the po e ·iou of th faculty for 
organizing men into a compact and formicl<bble body a not a ubject 
for eulogy. Such is not my opinion. English and American history 
for centuries has been the history of part.ies. Nootherinstrnmental
ity bas been, none is likely to be devised which will supplant them u.s 
the rea-dy and necessary means for molding the policy of the state. 
In a country where new questions are constantly arising and former 
ones becoming obsolete the orgauizer is scarcely, if at all, le impor
ta.nt than the thinker. The stuuent will pend llis life in the ~:~eclusion 
of his clo et; the orator, bo he eyer so impa ·ioned and eloquent, will 
arouse only discord and ifi-temper, until he appea1·s who can transform 
their speculations and declamation into a body ofmeasru'es to the up
port of which he can bring a potent array of his fellow-men. H was 
only through the organizing kill of IliDiiRYWlLSON that it became pos
sible for Charles Sumner to pass from a pri ate tation to the Senat 
of the United States. If those who claim to be leaders of thought and 
to possess superiority in culture and knowledge in our commuuity de
sire or expect hereafter to re ume that goidance an'l control over our 
affairs which they have of late been wont to complain are not con
ceded to them, thoy" mnst, first, in knowledge of and familiarity with 
national and local politics, and secondly, in learning how to orga.nize 
nnd direct masses of men, take ale son from the life of HENRy; WILSoN, 
of Massachu etts. 

With all these qualifications, however, continued success would 
rarely fall to the lot of any man who ha-d not some grea.t purpose to 
accomplish. Knowledge of affairs and skill in party organization 
would be acquirements dangerous to the public weal unle s accom
panied by a high sense of honor and unselfish devotion to a noble 
cause. In the cnse of Mr. Wn. ON no one needs to be told that the 
sentiment that controlled him was the anti-slavery sentiment, which 
he shared in common with almost all the people of his State and sec
tion. But while 'vith most it wasfor a long time only a sentiment, 
with him it became the pivot on which his political conduct turneu. 
And without even an allusion to the measures and events which have 
for many years been uppermost in the minds of us all, without spec
ulating upon what might have been done or what avoideU, it is not 
too much to say that at this time and in this place, where the peollle 
of every State in the Union are once again fully representeu, there is 
no man who will hesitate to do full ju&tice to the pmity of motive, 
the sincerity of conviction, and the elevation of sentimeut of the ear
lier New England anti-slavery men. 

But it is the crowning glory of Vice-Pre ident WILSON'S life that 
while be never wavered in his ho tilityto an institution which in his 
view wa.s a violation of human rights and a sta.nding insult to th dig
nity of labor, he never permitted himself to cherish any bitterne s of 
feeling toward his political antagonists, even after the angry conflict 
of arms had for a time almo~t obliterated all kindly feelings between 
the divided sections. Many and many are the men in all parts of the 
South who in their hour of distress have fouml in him a. friend and 
benefactor, and here alinost within reach of my ha.nd are tho" who 
bear cheerful te timony to hi efforts in their behalf ' hereby their 
prison doors were opened aud they themselves returnetl to their homes 
and friends. 

And so in a more public manner in the last year of his life, wh n he 
felt that his effort in behalf of human freedom and the elevation of 
labor (for he always united the two in his thou~hts) had rea-ched their 
full fn1ition, he set himself at work to ascertam what might be done 
to alleviate the distresses of the southern people. Forgetting the poli
tician and the partizan, he remembered only that he was a man ami a 
Christian. And thus it happened that when he came to die he left 
behind no personal or political enemy, but was at peace with a.ll ID!bn
kind. A re-united nation iu mourning sympathy followed his morta.l 
part to its final resting-place, and to-day expre es a common griflf,in a, 
common loss. He died on the 23d of November, within tho walli of 
the Capitol-a mo t fitting place. Bereft of wife and child, he coulu 
claim kindred but with the Republic, and, as it were, in her embl'ace 
he sank to sleep. Upon him, elf-taught, self-tra.ined, but who had 
attained nearly all the honors his native land could bestow, speak
ing, however unworthily, forthe district in which he lived, and for the 
university which is its pride and boast, I can fr ely bestow tha.t m ed 
of praise which the greatest of Roman orators :was constrained to ren
uer to the foremost of Roman soldiers, "Fwit in illo ingcniwrn, 1·atio, 
numwria, literatm·a, cogitatio, diligentia." 

And speaking for no single district, nor yet for any single country, 
lmt in the name of our common humanity, I can with the common 
consent, place a still higher tribute, which Roman orator and Roman 
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soldier knew not of, tht1 crown of that Cluistian cba.rity which "suf
fereth luug and is kind, en vieth not, vannteth not it elf, is not puffed 
up, doth uot beha.vo itself unseemly," which "thinketh no evil, re
joiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth," charity which 
"never faileth," upon the tomb of HENRY WILSON, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachu ett . I rise to second the resolutions in 
honor of HENRY WILSON, late Vice-President of the United States, 
which have just been presented to this House by my friend and col
league from Mas acbusetts, and in a few words to urge their adoption. 

Standing here, l\1r. Speaker, in the presence of so many distin
guished ~entlemen who had the privilege of familiar social, private, 
and public intercomse with Mr. WILSON, who learned his ambition, his 
aspiration, and his hopes, who saw him in his daily walks and heard 
his conversation, I know how feeble will be the tribute which I must 
pay to him. Nevertheless I bring my humble offering to his grave. 

He was, as has been already said, a man of the people. He rose 
from the humble walks of life by grea.t energy, by great intelligence, 
to the highest position in the country save one. He died in the pos
session and enjoyment of the second honor of the Republic. 

Mr. WILSON understood the people. The people under tood him. 
He seemed to understand the voice of the people and their judgment 
before it was uttered. He stood for many years a.s if with his hand 
upon the popular pulse. He felt every heart-beat of the people and 
announced their coming judgment. 

Mr. WILSO:\' wa-s a man of whom ! ,think it may be said that he was 
unsurpassed in private virtue. As a citizen for the purity of his pri
vate life, as a politician for the purity of his pmpo es, he had no supe
rior. However men may differ from him in the views which he enter
tained; however bitter at times may have been the contests in which 
he engaged, I think to-day there are no persons within the sound of 
my voice who will say they do not believe that he was sincere and 
honest in every public and private act. 

No man can peak of HENRY WILSON without making reference to 
the relations which he occupied to party and to the Republic. To 
speak of him otherwise than as an advocate of liberty and as an ad
versary and opponent of human lavery would be to do injustice to 
his memory. He commenced early in his political career as an advo
cate of the slave. At first he only sought to prevent the extension of 
human slavery. At last when war burst upon the country he· became 
the determined advocate of the abolition of that institution. I would 
not rater to any act of his which might call back one bitter thought 
to any gentleman upon this floor, but he believed that the Constitu
tion of his country was a free Constitution, and, with Washington and 
J e:fferson, that the institution of slavery was contrary to the genius 
of the Republic. And for many years he battled faithfully, a-s he be
lieved, in the cause of the human race. 

He saw, Mr. Speaker, nothing in the Constitution which needed 
amendment, and could his voice have been heard-could those gen
tlemen in the South who to-day are willing to pay tlibute to the mem
ory of HENRY WILSON; could they have heard his voice when he urged 
gradual emancipation; could they have believed him then; could they 
have found in him then, as they do now, the faithful and honest roan
the change which had been decreed by the Almighty power would 
liave come without shock or disaster, but with benefaction alike to 
master and slave. 

. l\1r. WILSO-" , as a politician, pres 'ed his views upon the public with 
persistency and zeal, but I do not think he could properly be called a 
belligerent man. lie did not so much undertake to convince and con
vert his enemi~ as to concentrate and combine his friends and sym
pathizers into one grand power, with which to execute his purposes. 
He, therefore, bad .few personal controversies in his life, few personal 
encounters. I think I may say he had as few personal enemies as any 
1mblic man of his time. Imleed I doubt whether he can be said to 
have had any personal enemies. 

When Wal' burst upon the country, Mr. WILSO:\' left nothing undone 
or unattempted which he believed "ould lead up to the triumph of 
the Govei'nment and i:Jle ruwies of the country. He was not a trifler 
in war or·peace, and when war did come, it was with him war to 
the knife. But when the Wal' was over, he was kind, forgiving, and 
affectionate. To the poor victims of war his heart overflowed with 
pity; ·with the tenderness of a woman he wept as he staunched the 
wounds and as uaged the woes of war. 

After the clo o of that sad period he proved to the people of theN orth 
and South that he had no hostility to the men whom he believed 
the institution of slavery had mused. For them he ha.cl nothing but 
kindness and affection. He welcomed them back, asking only, when 
they retUTUed to live with him under a redeemed and purified Con
stitution, that they would come with a sincere determination hon
estly and zealously to work with him for the glory of the country. 

Mr. WILSOX died in the Capitol of his country; a most fitting place. 
He died after probably having accomplished all that wa-s left to him 
to accomplish. He died; ancl I think he receives to-day the fittest 
eulogy from the people of the country, the people of his own cla s, 
the humble-for Mr. WIL 0:\' never forgot that he was from the poor, 
thathis originwa amongthepoor andthehumble-andtheproude t 
eulogy which goes up is that incense which rises from the hearts of 
the humble antl the poor. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, lest I shall trespass too long upon the House, I 
hasten to conclutle. I have spoken of HENRY WILSON only as a na-

tioual man. l\Iassachu etts to-day mourns HENl~Y WlL o , and Mas
sachusetts, Mr. Speaker, has cause for orrm.Y. John A. Andrew, 
Charles Sumner, and now HENRY \VIL · o~ ; HENRY \-YIL o ... , the last 
of the grand trio. HE:\'RY WILSON had the contitlence of the people 
of Massachusetts. He had their love, antl they bore him upon their 
arms into the office of the Vice-President of the United States. He 
wa-s their representative, and spoke their voice; and as they gather 
his remains to their final resting-pl:tee they tr~asure his memory, and 
they will transmit his f~ir example to their sons, and point to it as 
worthy of imitation and emulation for the humble and the poor, aud 
for their inspiration. 

?11r. Speaker, John A. Andrew, at t.he opening of the war, during the 
struggle, and at its clo e, was the governor of that State. Charles 
Sumner and HENRY WILSON spoke her voice in the Senate of the 
United States. And I think, sir, it is no arrogance to say that the ut
terance of those three of her noble sons, now all departed, the utter
ance of those three was the true utterance of the CommoBwealth of 
Massachusetts, of the nation, and of the age in which they lived. 
Charles Sumner passed away at the most fitting and proper periocl, 
perhaps, for his death. He had arrived at the highe t honors. He 
had accomplished all ther was for him to do and he passed away; 
but, l'r1r. Speaker, not until he lifted his voice to welcome back to the 
protection of the Constitution and into the fold of the Republic every 
man who had left it during the war of the rebellion. John A. Andrew 
before his death announced with his ringing voice his desire that ever. 
person in the Republic should come back again and enjoy the privi
leges and the franchises of t~e Republic; and HENRY vVIL ON before 
his death had shown to all the people that his voice was for reconcil
iation, for peace, for amnesty. 

Mr. Speaker, now as Massachusetts gathers to her bo om the re
mains of her chosen son, what is the message, what is the voice that 
she utters in the ears of the nation f It is not the voice of hate, it is 
not the voice of hostility, it is not that: it is the voice of love, fra
ternal feeling, and concord. May she not say '' The e were the men 
who spoke my voice; you have heard it, and after all was it not a 
voice in favor of 'peace on earth and good-will to men f "' 

Mr. KELLEY. M.r. Speaker, with whatever warmth of maternal af
fection Abigail Colbath welcomed the boy who was born to her in 
Farmington, New Hampshire, on the 16th of February, 1812, then} was 
naturally a feeling throughout the family that he wa not a wel
come guest. The event doubtless evoked the sympathy of friends aml 
neighbors, for they knew that the chilling shadow of poverty dark
enetl the household; that want was to sit by the cradle of the little 
one, and that it wa.s probable he would at times ask for bread when the 
mother would have none to give. Could, however, Abigail and Win
throp Colbath have penetrated the eCI'ets of the futUTe, they would 
have been exalted with joy and a novel consciousne of pride. They 
would have seen that, though poverty was to attend his infancy and 
poorly-requited labor be his lot in youth and early manhood, their 
child was destined to be a positive and bE>nefi.cient force during one of 
the great epochs in his country's history, and that, after a life closctl 
in the "sere and yellow leaf," his remains would be borne from the 
Capitol of his country by a grateful and sonowing people to the State 
he had so long served· and which in recognition of his services had 
honored him as it had few of its citizens . 

I have heard men say that HENRY WILSON was not a great man. 
Thi may be true; but, if it be, it proves that a good pirit is a more 
potent social agent than great parts. HENRY WIL ON, by his fidelity 
to conviction, by his freedom from selfish ambitions, by his powers 
as an organizer, his capacity to combine for common objects those 
who, diftering widely on incidental points, agreed only on the leading 
purpose of the day, and by his almost cea-seless and seemingly nn· 
wearying labor, exercised during the last quarter of a centmy an influ
ence as powerful and wide-spread as any among the most .gifted of 
his fellow-citizens. 

I remember his advent to the politics of Massacbnsett.., as the Na
tick cobbler, in 1840, shortly before which date I had ceased to be a 
working jeweler in Boston, whither I had gone in the winter of 1834-'35, 
in pursuit of employment, which the severity of a fin:mcia.l crisis d6-
nied me in my native city. The earnestness of the mau, the simplicity 
and directness of his character, his knowledge of facts, his clearness 
of statement, and the language in which he clothed thought and fact 
gave promise of a potential futme, antl his position in the politics of 
Ma sachusetts was at once assured. Mr. vVILSON and I were then 
members of opposing parties; he was a whig, I a democrat. Having 
returned to my home and engaged in other pursuits tha.n those for 
which the labors of my youth had fi.ttecl me, I had uot observed his 
progress in connection with public affairs, and he next came specially 
under my notice in 1852, when he had been a delegate to the national 
convention of the free-soil pa,rty, held at Pittsbmgh in 1852, and 
been called to preside over that botly, and also made chairman of 
the national committee of that party. From Pitt bmgh he came to 
Philadelphia. I met him soon after his arrival, antl the interest wo 
ea~h felt in preventing the extension to the Territories of a sys:.em 
of unpaid l21bor and to the creation of more slave States had removed · 
the political differences that had divided us twelve years before. 
From that time we were to be co-workers and frienus, ancl our meet
ings were frequent, for thenceforward it seemed impossible to cou
ductacampaiguin Pennsylvaniawithoutthe aid of HENRY WILSON's 
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prudent counsels and .popular appeals. As a public speaker be was 
welcomed to every part of our State, and I do not exaggerate when 
I say that he addressed more people in Pennsylvania than any other 
man who never resided within her limits. In parts of the State he 
was loved as he was by the reformatory and progre si ve people of 
Massachusetts. His name never failed to attract a large audience 
or his addresses to inspire with courage and the purpose of deter
mined and effective labor those who heard him. 

We shall hear his voice no more on our mountain sides and in our 
beautiful valleys, but he ha-s not ceased to be an influence for good 
among us. The good men do lives after them. The story of HENRY 
WILSONs youth, if fitly written, will be clothed in pure monosyllabic 
Saxon, th8.t untaught children may understand its full import. Nor 
do the incidents of his maturer life need rhetorical settinn-. They 
speak for themselves with such force and directness that his biog
rapher who shall attempt by literary effort to add to their force will 
mar the influence of his example. To produce its ju t effect the state
ment of the means by which he rose, step by step, from the shoemak
er's seat to the Legislature of :Massachusetts, to the position of next 
to the senior member of the .Senate of the United States, ::md subse
quently to the Vice-Presidency, should be made in his own simple and 
direct style. His example of frugality and abstinence from the use 
of all hurtful stimulants, his habit of personal economy, his indiffer
ence to worldly wealth, his sympathetic generosity to the poor and 
affiicted, his unceasing labors, and the honors that attended them are 
inspiring examples to every gifted child of poverty. Invaluable as 
the story of HENRY WILSON's life is to us of the North, now that the 
tenible apprehension of servile revolt and of arbitrarily enforced social 
equality between the races, which filled m:wy minds after war had 
emancipated the slaves, that hung like threatening clouds over south
ern society, has vanished, it is far more valuable to the South, among 
whose people are so many who will be benefited by learning how a 
poor and almost friendless boy can find plea-sure in books n,nd by their 
friendly assistance mount from helpless ob curity to personal power 
and possible distinction. But not to the humble alone does the life 
of HENRY WILSON speak, for, properly considered, its great lesson is 
to those whose lot in life is happier, whose privilege it is to legislate 
for and govern others. In his career they will find proof that energies, 
which. neglected or trained in vicious ways would be dangerous to 
society, if turned toward self-cultme and directed to noble purposes, 
will add not only to the power but to the glory of the State. 

Mr. KNO'IT. Mr. Speaker, it is no part of my purpose to pronounce 
a studied panegyric upon either the genill8 or the public -services of 
the distinguished mn.n to the memory of whose virtues we would pay 
a becoming tribute of respect, and the recollection of whose frailties, 
if any he had, we would bury with his moldering dust forever be
yond our view. I seek, sir, to add but a single leaf to the garland we 
would hang upon his tomb. I rise simply to express the unfeigned 
and heart-felt admiration of my people as well a.s my own high appre
ciation of that genuine manliness and true nobility of soul exhibited 
by the illustrious decensed in one of the most unostentatious yet to my 
mind one of the most singularly beautiful and touching acts of his 
whole life. 

But a short time previous to his death Mr. WILSON had occn.sion to 
visit the metropolis of my native State, whe1·e he was welcomed with 
that cordial, open-handed, warm-hearted hospitnlity which lam proud 
to say ha-s always charn.cterized its generous people. All cla.sses, irre
spective of political prejudices and party affiliations, vied with each 
other in extending to him the evidences of that high consideration 
due to one of the most distinguished citizens of the country, and espe
cially to the high position be occupied as Vice-President of the United 
States, No attention which could possibly render his stay agreeable 
was omitted by those into whose midst he had come. And no one 
was better able to appreciate their courtesy than their illustrious 
visitor. But while he wa.s in the full enjoyment of those amenities 
which were so genial to his own warm and generous nature, cheered 
on every' band by friendly greetings, welcomed, honored, and enter
tained in circles of the highest refinement and culture, where all was 
joy and happiness and peace, a far different scene was presented in 
:m unpretendinO' Kentucky home a little over a hundred mile away. 
There, around the hearth-stone of one whom be bad known in former 
years as an able and determined political opponent, one from whom 
be bad been long separated by the fierce conflict of party strife and the 
still fiercer clash of war, were gathered the wan specter of anxiety and 
anguish and sorrow; for there the proud form which had challenged 
t he admiration of thousands in the forum, upon the rostrum, in tho 
Senate, and amid the cra.sh of battle, stricken and prostrate by dis
ea e, was wa.sting rapidly away. There one of the grandest spirits 
that ever illustrated the dignity and maj~ty of our ra-ce was pluming 
its pinions for its final flight to brighter climes. Breckinridge the pro
scribed-the exile in his own native land-the alien in the midst- of 
his own people, who loved him as a brother, lay dyincr. When the sad 
intelligence was communicated to the great man whose memory we 
mourn to-day, he threw aside all the fascinations of the most refined 
and elegant hospitality, and with his great heart full of friendship 
and fraternal feeling hastened to the bedside of the dying statesman, 
who in the calm dignity of his own majestic soul had borne for years 
the ban of proscription, there to tender his sympathy and testify his 
warm personal regard for one whom be had formerly recognized as 
the exponent &nd champion of principles which be him elf bad made 

it the great mission of his life to oppose in every legitimate manner 
and with all the earne tness and fervor of his own zealous and deter
mined nature. Ah, Mr. Speaker, what a scene was that! The Vice
President of a proud and powerful people, with every f eature of his 
benevolent face beaminCT with the kindest entiments o:!: friendship and 
brotherly love, as he heid the ema-ciated hand of the dying hero in hi 
own warm and cordial grasp I What an example to tho emulation of 
the genuine American everywhere; what a total ab ence of every 
trace of that bitter, unforgiving, relentless, remorsele s hate tha t 
clings alone to the ignoble soul. What a sublime spectacle of that ex
alted magnanimity which always belongs to a noble nature. 

Mr. Speaker, that simple act of manly com-te y secured for om· 
dead Vice-President a warm place in the heart of every true Ken
tuckian. From that hour there was a total oblivion of everything 
like prejudice that they may have entertained against him. From 
that hour there was not a household in my native State in which 
HRNRY WILSON would not have been bailed as a welcome and au 
honored guest. For, sir, that simple, touching, uno tentatious inci
dent proved him to be a generous, warm-hearted, high- ouled, noble 
man, and an honor to the proud old Commonwealth that· gave him 
birth. And, sir, when the lightning-winged me enger whisp r d 
over this land the melancholy tidings of his peculiarly momnful 
death it nowhere touched a more responsive chord, nor will his mem
ory be anywhere more tenderly enshrined than in the gratefulhearts 
of Kentucky. 

"?.Ir. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, dming my brief service in this body 
the Common wealth of l\Iassa-cbusetts has been chief mourner among 
the States. Her great Senator Charle Sumner was first summoned to 
his account, and then in quick succes ion Alvah Crocker, Samuel 
Hooper, and James Buffinton, members of this Honse dtrring the last 
Congres , each honored and distinguished and all beloved by tho 
who knew them, entered the dread portal! Now again she is sorely 
stricken I One who had long and faithfully served her in her own 
councils and in those of the nation, one whom she had given to the 
Republic to occupy the position next highest in dignity and power, has 
passed away, and her sister Commonwealths may not fail to a ·sure her 
of their common sympfl.tby in this hour of her new and sad bereave
ment. 

It is my regret that the voice of Pennsylvania is not heard through 
one who knew him more intimately than my elf, and if I fail to ju tly 

Tecord his personal virtues or to place a proper e timate on his ~blic 
services, I pray it may be attributed to the absence of those intimate 
personal relations which alone ena.ble us to thoroughly appreciate and 
understand the motives and actions of men. 

Born in obscurity and reared in poverty, he early exhibited tha t 
indomitable and unceasing energy which so strongly marked his ub
sequent career. Amid the drudgery .of his life, when bound apprentice 
to a farmer and when learning the trade of a boemaker, he was as idu
ons in his efforts to acquire knowledge, and of him it may be truly 
said that be was "a self-made man," for all his early scholastic traiil
ing wa.s acquired by his own unaided exertions, under the most diffi
cult and often the most disheartening circumstances. 

His thirst for knowledge was intense, and his mind was too vigor
ous and acute to be blind to the fact that mere untutored and uncnl-· 
tured genius is of little avail when brought into contact with t rain ll 
and disciplined intellect. The friendl condition of his boyhood, 
the grave and pressing necessities of his early manhood, his constan t 
struggle with poverty, his unyielding determination to rise abo ve 
the condition in which he was born, all tended to develop in him a 
"sturdy independence of thought and action which wns clearly exhih· 
ited at the very threshold of his public life. Sprung from the oil, 
knowing well its bard condition, allied by his antecedent with the 
sons of toil, never failing to recognize their rights, and ever ready to 
defend their wrongs, be did not hesitate in their interc t s to break 
political alliances, then all-alluring and most powerful, to asse1t the 
individuality of his convictions and the sincerity of his motive . 
Added to this independence of thought and adion, be had that which 
is so necessary to great achievements, implicit faith in him elf and in 
the soundness of his own judgment, giving directne s, force, and sim
plicity to his character. 

In him there was, too, a large-hearted Qharity, a deep human sym
pathy born of his early adversity, which impelled him dm·ing his 
whole life to befriend the poor and lowly, to lift up and succor tbe 
weak, to cheer and encourage the struggling, and to defend and pro
tect the friendless and oppressed. And, sir, a.s I look back upon t h e 
clouds and darkness from whic'h we have emerged and consider what 
sacrifices he made, what obloquy he endured, what labor he performed 
in order that this charity, this human sympathy, might find expr -
sion, I may not fail to avow my profound admiration for his sincerity, 
retaining, nevertheless, my own convictions as to the justice and pro
priety o:f the means by which he sought to accomplish re ults. 

It. wa.s this same catholic spirit which caused him, when the civil 
war was euded, to devote all his energies to healing its wounds, t o 
drying up its tears, and to rebuilding its places made wa-ste and de o
late. In him there was no bitterness ; his heart concealed no vengeance; 
"Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord," was his childlike, 
Christian faith, and in the la..st public act of his long career he placed 
it ou record for all coming time ; since, it was at his sngge tion a.n<.l 
by, his d~ ire and advice that the State convention of his party in 



1876. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 545 
Massachusett , held at 'Vorcesteron the 29th day of September, 1875, 
-<>ver which he presided, adopted the following resolution : 

Th:~.t the r publicans of Massachusetts welcome all aug1uies and eVidences 
that the centennial of American Independence will be celebra,ted by the complete 
;restoration of fraternity, a,nd they express the opinion tha,t the time hat:~ come for 
<the remova,I of all remaining political disabiliti~s. 

Had he lived to-day we may believe that the spirit of this resolu
tion would have received unanimous indorsement here as it did dur
ing the last Congress. That it has not is not the fault of him, bein<Y 
dead, nor of the people of the great Commonwealth who so loved and 
honored him. 

To others I cheerfull,y leave the task of recounting with partic
nhtrity his labors in the Senate during his Ion~ and eventful serv
ice. It is enough for me to say that, being ot robust mental and 

• physical nattue, he was capable of great labor; t.hat he was a worker 
in its true and best sense, anu that during the war his name is con
nected either as author or advocate with nearly or quite all the mil:. 
itary legislation of the tJeii.od. His presence and official service were 
given to every public duty unselfishly and freely. 

As a humanitarian he WM abreast of, if not in advance of, public 
sentiment on every moral question, and he never shrank from the 
public advocacy of his views, whatever might be the efi'ect on his po
litical fortunes. 

In contemplating his public. life, the impulse is irresistible to con
trast it with that of Charles Sumner, his colleague during the eight
een years of his senatori..'tl career. To him he was most unlike, 
and yet he was no le s u eful. The one the pat1·ician, educated in the 
groves of the ac. demy; the other-the plebeian, who, groping amid toil 
and penury, sought knowledge and fonnd it by his own unaided 
efforts. Sumner was a man of books; WILSON, of men; Sumner, of 
ideas; WILSON, of deeds; Sumner, of t:Ueorie ; WILSO:N, of action; 
Sumner lived and moved in the unreal world of thought; WILSO:N 
moved and acted among men. Each had strong convictions. Sumner 
sought and would have his in paths chosen by himself; WILSON 
would accept results offered him by fortune or won in modes he did 
not prefer. As statesmen, Sumner acted in profound inui:fference, if 
not contempt, of the actual forces which existed, looking confidently 
to the end some time to come; -WILSON laboreu in the light of and 
molded the influence which surrounded him subordinating all mi
nor matters to the object he desired to accomplish. As a result, Sum
ner theorized much, aud-left as memorials many splendid phrases; 
WILSO:N spoke much and i<lentified himself with all the distinguished 
measures of his speech. Widely different in origin, tMtes, thought, 
and action, the e two men supplemented and complemented each 
other, in a way o rare and yet so admirable that the great Common
wealth w:Uich ever honored herself by honoring them may fail to find 
in long years to come two men who shall so truly reflect all of her 
that is gootl anu true, manly and geneJ·ons, learned and refined. No 
shadow fell upon their fii.entlship in life, and they will go into his
tory so linked together by the unity of their service and so bound 
together by the very uissimilarity of their training and a-ction that 
the one may never be mentioned without remilling the honored name 
of the other. 

In seeking for the cause which so strongly bound these two men 
together in spite of the obvious dissimilarity which existed, it may 
be found in that absolute and perfect personal integrity which so 
clearly marked the conduct of each. And if the late Vice-President 
had no other claim to the respect and a-dmiration of the age in which 
he lived, it would shed a halo of glory around his name in all time 
to come to have it said of him with truth that, having served State 
and nation for more than a quarter of a century, he died poor. The 
statement of the fact is its own commentary. Amitl the license of 
civil war; with pnblic conscience blunted; when cupidity was ex
cited by opportunity; when unmeasw·ed wealth might have been 
and often was wrung fi·om the very necessities of a stricken land 
without challenge and without reproof, he, leading a life of almost 
Spartan simplicity, stainless and pme, died, as he had lived, an honest 
man. 

There was, sir, something very touch-tug and sad in the manner of 
his death. It did not come to him unheralded. Long before the final 
stroke the wru·ning me enger was by his side, and for months it fol
lowed him silently a a shadow. releutle sly as fate! Ever afterward 
he went about the land deeply solicitous for the common welfare, 
hearing me ages of fi·aternal love, of peaae, of good-will to all of 
every section. Walking daily in t:Ue very presence of death, envy, 
hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness found no home in his breast; 
and as he ever prayed for mercy and forgiveness, so too would he 
have extended the ·erich blessin()'s to every one everywhere. 

Weeks before the meeting of Congress in December, he came here 
in restless anxiety to complete the work which is to be the record of 
his life ::mel times. And here, in his chamber of state, in high seren
ity, su tained by his faith and willing to be juugetl by his motives 
and works, he 1·eceived the final summons, and, gathering his robes 
about him, he fell a leep under the shadow of the Dome of the Capitol. 
It was a :fitting place for him to die. 'Vifeless, childless-the light 
had gone out from his own house; all wa-s dreary darkness there
and ~oming to this the home of the uation he entered it as of right 
by virtue of his ~reat office, and from its portal passed away forever, 
to find his last nome in t.he bo om of the State he had loved and 
served ~o well, deplored anu respected by the people. 

IV-35 

Full of years and ladeJ). with honors, the most extravagant l)Olitical 
dre~ms of his youth and m::mhood more than verified; with hnt one 
possible ambition unsatisfied-who m:ty say he was not fortunate in 
his death f 

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, the representative men of a great bis
torioal era are pa-ssing rapidly from this sphere of their dn ties. Ouc by 
one, while the country proudly recognizes in them tit . ouvenirs of its 
latest glory, they sink beneath that tide which overflows all mortal 
distinction. Lincoln, Winter Davis, and Chase, Fessenden, Griwes, 
and Sumner, leaders in the forefront of th~ late gigantic battlo be
tween hostile ideas, bad already passed from among us before reach
ing the usual limit of human life. Again unwilling to wait for the 
ripeness of age, death has summoned 3Jlother of the historic company 
to join his old associates in the laud beyond the sun. Heaven .seems 
to have grown avaricious, to seize so soon, aml in the very vigor of 
hilS years, another living staT from the visible coronet of the Repub
lic. We complain that the divine sickle coultl not wait for all this . 
human harvest until the whitened and bending heads should incline 
with the weight of years toward the aarth which was destined tore
ceive them. 

When HENRY WILSON, Vice-President of the Unitec1 Stn.t.es, receivecl 
biB summons, his form was still round ancl erect, his eyes beaming 
with sympathetic intelligence, his bearing open to every sound, his 
complexion fresh; his voice retained its earnest tone., his mind its 
vigor, and his heart its pati·iotism. The ea.rs of his countrymen in 
all parts of the Union were still listening to his counsel, while their 
understandings were informed by his practical wisdom. 'Ve ju tly 
pronounce his departure from public life a nationallo s. It is the 
occasion of gdef to kindred, to neighbors, to friend , to associates, 
and to patriots. Kindred and neighbors about his bumble home on 
thateasterncoastof Massachusetts to whichhis du twas committ.ed, 
remember and celebrate his kindly 1)rivate virtue. · and affections. 
There remain to us who have been his comra-des in ton:ny times the 
recollection and celebration of those loftierpublicqualitie , which bore 
him from such lowly beginnings to his exalted office, and which wou 
for him the large influence which he wielded at the time of his death. 

Sir, the two extreme forms of human government, de potism and 
deJllocracy, touch each other at va1i.ous points iu spirit and in action. 
Both are willful, full of force, and delight in surprise , alternating in 
action between selfishness and generosity. Despoti m sometimes 
surrounds itself with the splendors of high birth and tlle culture of 
learning and the refinements of the arts anu civilization; and a~ain 
indulges it elf with the overthrow of all inherited rights and all 
claims of distinction, and elevate , instsad, some unheralded and un
known servants, some Daniel or Joseph, from the humblest ranks to 
the governing places of the state. . 

So the limited democracy of America has indulged its will at one 
time in elevating the well-bred dignity and worth of Washington and 
of Adams, the polished culture of Jefferson, anu the well-trained logic 
of :Madison. Again, it has taken the ruder strength of J"ackson, and 
the soldierly simplicity of Taylor. Later still, with au awakened con
science, it chose a great-hearted, undisciplined child of the people, 
and sent Lincoln suddenly to the ruling place. Democracy in him . 
manifested a grandeur of character which was much sooner compre
hended by the earnest hearts of the common people, at home and 
abroad, than by the more cultivated intellects of the world, who have 
.since hastened to crown his nnclassic brow with the laurel of history. 
It was ill this era, when ow· republican democracy wa-s listening to 
its new-found consoienee, that it nurtured, watched, and developed 
another of its unheralded childTe,n, amid the trials of poverty and 
the struggle-s for even an incomplete t>-ducation. 

I trust, Mr. Speaker, that it is not too early to claim for the late 
Vice-President the impartial and unimpassioned judgment of the citi
zens of all parts of the restored Union. In the decade wbich has 
elapsed since the fires of civil war were extinguished, the inflamed 
minds of men have also become more cool and dispassionate. Cer
tainly a thoroughly restored balance of judgment cannot be regained · 
suddenly, on the morrow of such a conflict. When we remember how 
many years the pMsions were growing, how at la t they ripened into 
blood, how many sacrifices were emlw·ed on both sides before the fever 
departed and the wounued nation rose to its feet once more, we find 
cause for congratulation th:.tt the balance is so far redressed as we find 
it to-day. For thirty years it was a contest of opposingideasrospect
ing the proper constitutional organization of American society. . These 
ideas were the invisible combatants, which finally incarnated them
selves for fight and waged their warfare till the earth trembled 
under their clashing. In th~ intellectual struggle Mr. WILSON early 
engaged, and on the side of that small minority which seemed at the 
time to be a mere faction, hopeless of the confidence of even a single 
State. When t:Uat faction grew into a party, and the party increased 
to a majority, and the majority obtained control of the State, then, in 
1855, the libe1·ty-loving artisan replaced in the United States Senate 
that polished scholar and orator whom Ma sachusetts found unequal 
to the demand of the coming crisis. Ir1 that body, and in its high 
debates, he was to be compared or contrasted, by friend and foe, with 
such distinguished associates as Cass and Seward, Chase and Douglas, 
Sumner and Mason, Crittenden ·and Slidell, with whom he was to dis
cuss the most vital questions of the Union. 

When Mr. WILSON left the plow for the bench of the artisan, and 
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a.bandoned that bench for the forum of public debate, he had small 
store of learning, but a great sympathy for all his brethren-the 
children of labor. The fielcl of his knowledge did not include the 
couTses of the planets, the discoveries of science, the _TU}es of art, nor 
the philosophy of antiquity, nor evel;l the hi tory of. older nations. 
But his mind, with remarkable vigor, grasped and comprehended the 
wants of his race on this continent. His knowledge of American 
needs was at first more the result of a sympathetic experience than 
of careful study. He never separated himself, nor sought to separate 
himseU, from the grOlmd of his early experiences. That ground was 
hard fact. 'fhroughout -his career he dealt with facts. Th9 genius 
of his childhoocl endowed him with no gifts of ima.ginat.ion or of ar
tistic invention, aml the wings of culture were wanting to his fancy. 
He coulcl neither soar to the ze.nit.h, nor de cend to the nadir; but 
always moved along the line of the visible horizon. There was no 
fever in his spe cb. Its most vigorous pulsations manifested only the 
glow of great earne. tness. Without soaring, the movement of his 

· eloquence wa a strong stride, every footfall of which struck the solid 
gronnc.l and gave vigor to the next step. His whole political land
scape was marked by solid metes and bounds. In the realm of Ameri
canfact he was king, and in this realm he was rarely, if ever, worsted 
in debate. Untrained in the law, be wa not much ~iven to theorie 
of constitutional con truction, uut was thoroughly liD lmed with the 
spirit of that barter of American liberty. Wherever there might 
seem to be a confl.~ct of its provi ioos, its grand guarantees of the 
rights of persons were vastly more important, in his judgment, than 
it guarantees of the ri~bts of property. He interpreted it always as 
illuminated by the divmer light of the Declaration of Independence. 

If ever his rhetoric touched the borders of enthusiasm, if ever he 
seemed to have drank at orne spring of oratorical inspiration, it was 
when he as erted the right of labor to freedom, and the right of free
men to labor without degradation. Then, filled with reDl.iniscences 
of hi own early stmggle , :1lld expanding them to take in the trials 
of millions like him elf, and rerupmbering those a"pirations which 
gilded the dark clouds of his laborious youth, he kindled a fl.ame .in 
the hearts of his toiling cotmtrymen which was not destined to die. 
It was the harp of universal humanity whose chords he struck; and 
such music once heard is never forgotten. It sounds and resounds 
from one home and hamlet of the toiling millions to another, and. its 
echoes will never cease till the divine edict for the earning of bren.d 
shall be revoked. 

Hear him for a moment in the Senate Chamber, in those tempestu
ous times when labor was clamoring t.o be released from the degra(l
ing thraldom of personal slavery. A Senator from South Carolina hac.l 
just called the manual la.borers of the North "hirelings," "essentially 
slaves,"" galled by their degradation," and the" mud-sills" of society. 
HENRY WILSON, impatient and glowing, ta.kes up the word as if all 
the hills of New England were ready to burst with resenting speech. 
He said: 

This language of scorn and conttlmpt is addressed to Senators who were not 
nursed by a slave ; whose lot it was to toil with their own hands; to eat bread 
earned, not by the sweat of another's brow but by their own. Sir, I am the son of 
a hireling manual laborer, who, with the frosts of seventy winters on his brow, 
lives by daily labor. I, too, have been a biJ:·eling manual laborer. Poverty cast its 
dark and chilling hadow over the home of my Childhood; and want was there, an 
unbidden guest. At the ag of t en years, to aid him who gave me being in keepino
the gaunt specter from the hearth of the mother who bore me, I left the home o'f 
ib:!~lJ.~:rd and went to earn my bread by daily labor. Many a weary mile ha.ve 

"To beg a brother of the earth 
To give me leave to toil." 

Sir, I have toiled as a "hireling laborer" in the field and the workshop, and I tell 
the Senator from South Carolina that I never "felt galled by" my" degradation." 
No, sir; never. * * • Iwasconsciousofmyma.nhood. IwaRthepeerofmyem
ployer. * * * I knew, too that the world was before me; that its wealth, its 
garnered treasures of knowletlge, its honors, the coveted prizes of life, were wit.hln 
tbe grasp of a. brave heart and a tireless hand ; and I accepted the responsibilities 
of my position, aJl uncon ious that I wa-s a "slave." * * * In every position 
of pnvateand publiclife arc our associates who were but yesterday "hireling labor
ers." "mud-sills," "slaYes." In every department of human eftort are noble men 
who sprang from our ranks-men whose good deeds will be felt and will live in the 
grateful memories of men when the stones reared by tbe hands of affection to their 
Jionored names shall crumble into dust. Our eyes glisten and our hearts throb 
over. the bright, glowing, and ratliant page of our histo"Y that record the deeds of 
patriotism of the sons of New England who sprang from our ranks and wore the 
badges of toil While the names of Be1.1jamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, Nathanael 
Greene, and Paul Revere live on the bi~gbest pages of our history, the mechanics 
of Massachusetts and New England will never want illustrious examples to incite 
them tq noble aspii·ations and noble deeds. 

So spoke this champiori of free labor. The same sentiment ex
pre ed by the rhymes of Robert Burns has echoed over two conti
nent , and still ·warm the hearts of all the English-speaking races. 
Sir, had this splendid assertion of indignant manhood come down to us 
on orne venerable parchment which preserved the sayings of Greek 
or Roman orators, our high-bred youth would echo it in all our schools 
and universities as belonging to the most vigorous days of ancient 
civilization. It would have ranked 'vith the protest of St . Paul when 
he asserted hi~ rights as a Roman citizen and appealed to Cresar for 
their recognition, as ·wiLSON appealed to the Senate and to the Repub
lic. No prouder, manlier utterance was ever heard on the fl.oor of the 
Senate or from a trilmne of the people. It presents the inner life, 
better than any words of my invention, of him whose funeral-rites we 
celebrate. 

Of all the speeches of this eminent man of the people known to me, 
this, from which I borrow an extract, in reply to the challenge, im
ported from the drawing-room into the politics of that day, and flung 
into the face of free labor, is the most characteristic, as it wa.s, 11er
haps, the mo~;t effective. Its wide ci1·culation in our valley of thf' 
Mississippi roused strong emotion in the breast and nerved th,. arm 
of toil. It was in 1 58 that the worth of free lauor was thus vindi
cated in the preliminary war of the conflicting ideas of our social 
organization. Two years later free white labor vindicated its own 
dignity by electing one of its own children to the first place of i:J.atiomtl 
honor, and again·a few years later, having destroyed the adverse sys
tem, it elevated another of its family, its champion and the author of 
this speech, to t.he seconc.l place of national dignity. 

Mr. Speaker, often in reading the history of nation we 11I'e sur
prised and awed by some sf.riking evidence of divine intervention in • 
the adjustment of human affairs. The wealthy, the wise, the mighty, 
overtaken by some improbaule event, di appear from the stage, and 
their places are filled by those who had been the scorned or oppre sed 
victims of their power; and the result was not fore een of human con
trivance. But in no country, except in France, have the events of any 
quarter of a century of modern history been more surprising n.nd 
dramatic than in our . That political philo ophy and thorough-bred 
intellect which prevailed here and rendered the chamber of this Capitol 
illustrious thirty year ago have pa eel from thi theater \vith mnch 
of the 'visdom of that epoch which made them illustrious. Political 
theorists and theories, doctrinaires and their doctrines, though crys
tallized in solemn re olutions, d dicated to the names of powerful 
state , ~ud drawn by mighty political logician , hav.e gone down be
fore an enemy which never sleep and always advance . The rio-ht 
of humanity, the idea of its progre , have gra<lually conquered or 
swept away all ob tructions in the way of its orzanized march, and 
we have begun a ne~Y era. which demands extraordinary for ight and 
vigilant care. It is a halt in t.he march of our d tiny, while the new 
order is established. We are in the double peril of reaction and of 
rash action. 

The counsel of the man we mourn to-day would have been beyond 
price during this haltin~ decade of American politics and ociety. He 
was one of the few liVl.Dg links betwe~n the public life of twenty· 
years ago and that of the passing day. His mental comprehension of 
the country, both of its intere ts and of its sentiments; his unimpas
sioned judgment; his conciliatory regard for all citizens of the restored 
Republic; his greater love of peace than of violence; hiH in cere pat
riotism-all these were qualitie which gave him a rare endowment 
of utility for our times. A.s I review his career, o early and so con
stantly and so admirably devoted to liberty and to the state, it eems 
that he must have been gifted at birth with the entiment which Per
icles uttered in his oration at the celebration of the funeral rites in 
Athens. Said the Greek orator to the Athenians, "You must con
stantly· keep before your eyes the powers of the state, and must love 
them. Look for happiness in libertry, and for liberty in your own cour
age." 

Mr. Speaker, if the Congress of the United States were to direct an 
inscription upon marble to portray in the fewest and fittest words the 
essential sentiment of HENRY WILSON'S career, they would borrow it 
from Pericles; and would cut deep in the hard rock the words: "He 
constantly kept before his eyes the powers of the state, and he loved 
them. He sought for happiness in liberty, and for liberty in his own 
courage." · 

[Mr. BANKS addressed the House. His remarks will appear in the 
Appendix.] 

1\Ir. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, not long since the sad intelligence was 
fl.ashed from one end of the country to the other that HENRY WILSON, 
late Vice-President of the United States, was dead. This sad news 
carried a pang of sorrow and g~·ief to the heart of every lover of his 
country and to every friend of liberty and justice. I shall not at
tempt to clo justice to the memory of this great and good man. I shall 
refer more e pecially to hi achievements as a public mao-as a rep
resentative man. 

Mr. WILSON was known and recognized throughout the civilized 
world as a man of acknowledged ability and a.dmitted capacity. The 
period in which he lived was one that enabled him to make for him
self a record that is in every re pect worthy of emulation. He was a 
man of broad, liberal, and conservative view upon public questions. 
As was said· of Henry Cl~y. it can also be said of HENRY WILSON: 

IDs s:vmpathies embraced all; the African slavt"1 the creole of Spanish America, 
the chlldren of renovated clas!lic Gre ce-all families of "men, without respect to 
color or clime-found in his expanded bosom and comprehensive int.ellect a frienll 
of their elevation and amelioration. uch ambition as tb.at is God's implantation in 
the human heart for raising the down-trotlden na.tions of tb earth, and. fitting them 
for regen~rat 3d existence in politics, in morals, and religion. 

In the person of HE....~Y WILSON the poor have loAt n. true and con
sistent friend, the oppre ed an able advocate, and the country a. 
faithful public servant. He dedicated hi entire life to the cause of 
liberty, justice, and equal rights. He regarded the institution of 
slavery as a foul blot upon our system of government, our civiliza
tion, and our Christianity. Recoguizing the fact a he dic.l, that tb 
tree of liberty had been planted upon American oil and watereu with 
the precious blood of thousands of patriotic advocate of freeclom, 
that we coul.d not consistently tolerate and s~tain an in titutiou that 
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was more aggravating anu di graceful than that of which the found
ers of our Government complained, and against which they were jus
titiell in rebelling, he did not entertain any feeling of ill-will toward 
tho e who did not agree with him in his views, nor toward tho e who 
were personally interested in perpetuatin~ the existence of that in
stitution which he regarded as a national dlSgrace, and to the destruc
tion and abolition of which he devoted!\ long, useful, and succes ful 
life. But he was actuated by higher, nobler, and purer motives. He 
reganled the toleration of an institution which recognized t.he right 
of property in man as not only destructive of our system of govern
ment, subversive of true democracy, and a.s having a tendency to de
moralize society, disturb the labor of the country, corrupt the morals 
of the rna ses, and retard the progress, happiness, and material pro -
perity of the people, but he also regarded it as contrary to the laws 
of Deity and at war with true Christian civilization. Throughout his 
useful and eventful life he never failed to mise his voice, to use his 
pen, and to cast his vote in the defense of those principles which he 
so consi tently and persistently advocated. For his labors in the 
c:m e of hnmanity and justice the name of HENRY WILSON will be 
gratefnlly remembered by generations yet unborn. 

During the memorable contest of 185U over the admission of Kansas 
a a State in the Union, with the friends of freedom upon one side 
aud the advocates of slavery upon the other, HE ffiY ·WILSON was one 
of the few members of the United States Sen<t.te at that time who 

' took a bold, independent, outspoken positiou in favor of freedom for 
the slave. He did not oppose slavery simply from a stand-point of 
political expediency, but because he believed it to be morally and 
religiously wrong, as will appear from the following quotation from 
one of his great speeches that was delivered when the Kan as ques
tion wa before the Senate : 

This question of slavery in America. is the grand central illea. of the country and 
of this ago. If Senators ima~ine that anythlng that can be done in- this or the 
other House of Congress, at th1s ession or at any session, is to make peace in this 
country between tlie great contending power of freedom upon the one siue and 
slavery upon the other, they are greatly mistaken; they do not comprehend the 
vastness and extent of the issues. 

* * * 
When we adopted the Constitution of the Unitell States we were not responsible 

for slavery anywhere. II I had time, I could pa son from 171?9 n:p to this time and 
show you act after act, under almo t eYery administration, in wbwh you have con
nectetl us with and made us responsi"Yle for slavery. This legislation has been 
in violation of the policy adopted by the fJ-am ers of the Constitution and the men 
who inaugurated this Goverument. Go back and Ulldo this ; dh;connect us from 
slavery; put norespon..'!ibiliLy on us; and then our consciences and our judgments 
will be clear. If slavery is w1·ong, n I believe it to be-and I believe it to be a 
crime against man and a sin toward God, and I believe that to be the sentiment of 
the free States-it is not our crime, it is not our sin. 

HENRY WILSON was n,n ardent and devoted lover of his country. 
A£, chairman of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs during the 
late war he displayed such remarkable abilit.Y as to make his power 
n,nd influence felt., acknowledged, and respected throughout thecoun
tJ.·y. His advice and conn el were often sought by the Government, 
and eldom if ever rejected. His admonitions and remonstrances were 
seldom disregarded but often heeded, and never disrespected. He wa-s 
ju tly looked upon by the country as one of the chief pillars of the 
Government during that important period of our country's history. 
His able speeches, his patriotic utterances, his statesman-like declara
tions, had the effect of giving renewed life and vigor to the cause of 
the Union and of strengthening the Union soldiers upon the :field of 
battle. The Union soldier knew that in the person of HENRY WILSON 
be had a true friend, an able advocate, and a, strong defender. 

Since the beginning of reconstruction HENRY \VILSON has occu
pied a very conspicuous position. He was among the first to advo
cate the adoption of a broad, liberal, and comprehensive syst.em of 
reconstrnction. I well remember his pathetic appeals to the old-line 
whigs ~f Virginia, shortly after the adoption of the congressional 
plan of reconstruction, to join with the newly enfranchised element 
of the grand old Commonwealth in rehabilitating their State gov
ei·nment upon a :firm, lasting, and solid foundation. He appealed to 
them to lay aside their passions and prejudices of race, the existence 
of which is known and generally admitted to be the result of the 
toleration of slavery and not from natural canses, and join in with 
this new element that ha-d been incorporated in the body politic of 
the Commonwealth in recon tructiug their State government upon a 
bn,sis that would prevent a repetition of previous mistakes. His ad
vice to the old-line whigs of Virginia was no less applicable to thi:l 
same element in every one of the States similarly sitnat.ed. It is 
doubtless a source of serious regret to thousands of those he ad
dressed that his advice was not accepted by them. They now recog
nize the fact that his object wa~ to prevent the formation of parties 
upon the race issue. He could foresee the disastrous results that 
would follow a bitter political contest between antagoni tic element , 
whether it be based upon race, religion, or nationality. He could 
fore ee that, if reconstruction was made an accomplished fact upon 
the basis of antagonism between the two great elements of which 
sout.hern society is compo ed, passion and prejudice would take the 
place of reason and argument, and that the material interests of the 
people, the development of the resources of the country, and the cul
tivation of friendly relations between the Mections would be made 
subordinate .to the ambition of unscrupulous politicians. The results 
that have ;followed the rejection of Mr. Wn~SON'S advice by those to 
whom it was given have very clearly demonstrated the wisdom of 
his position. The serious apprellensions entertained by him as to the 

disastrous results that would be likely to follow the adoption of any 
other course have been unfortunately realized to an extent that is 
almo t irreparable. It cannot be denied by those who are at all 
familiar with southern politic that the present unfortw1ate condi
tion of affairs in that section of our country is due more to*the ex
istence of this antagonism between the two great elements in the 
South than to the faults and shortcomings of local, temporary, and 
periodical administrations. I believe there are but few who will uot 
agree with me in asserting that had the views of HENRY WILSON 
been accept-ed and generally acquiesced in, the Southern States wouhl 
be in a prosperous and flourishing condition to-clay. 

During the la-st two or three years of l\fr. ·wiL O~ 's life he saw prope1· 
to advance a few ideas upon what may be called the ·onthern ques
tion which subj ected him to a little unfavorable criticism on the part 
of a few of those who are identified with the same political organiza
tion of which he was a distinguished leader; hut they evidently dill 
not understand his purposes nor appreciate his motives. Tho e who 
knew HENRY WILSON, who have carefully watched his career siuce 
the beginning of reconstruction, could see in l:ris recent utterances 
upon that subject the same con i tent determination to bring about, 
if pos.<~ible, a un.ion of the best elements n·om the two great masses of 
which southern society is compo ed. They could see the s:1IIle mani
festations of an extreme anxiety on his part to bring about ha.rmony 
and a 1·eciprocity of feeling between the two races in the South, which 
all must admit is the most effectual if not the only remedy for the 
evils complained of in southern politics. . 

HENRY \VILSON was a conscientious public man and a trne Cru·is
tiau . His character for honesty and integrity could never be ques
tioned. His public ca.reer, though long and eventful, was one that 
was particulal'ly free from everything that was impure or eveu su -
picious. His example is one that is in every particular worthy of em
uln.tiou . The only thing that is consolin~ !n the death of this great 
and good man is the fact that he left bellind him a glorious record, 
and that, having liveu the life of a pure and clevoteu Christiau, he 
was enabled to say, "I have fought a good :figut, I have .finishe!l my 
course, I have kept the faith." Let us hope, fr. Speaker, that we 
may live the life that "\\TILSON lived, and die the death be died. 

l\fr. HURLBUT. I shall not undertake, Mr. Speaker, to touch the 
details of the life of HENRY WILSON, to delineate his chara.cter, nor 
to do more thn.n refer to his eminent public service. That will !Je 
better done by men who stood nearer to him in his life, more cornp ' 
tent to analyze the secret springs of his success, and the real value of 
his work. I prefer to deal rather on this occasion with the general 
effect which the man himself ha produced upon the thoughtful peo}Jle 
who knew him only by the broad and general features of character 
as these framed -and molded his public course and career. 

There are two names which go traight to the heart of that grand 
nta.ss of thinkers and workers who constitute the American people. 
Abraham Lincoln and HE~Y WILSON more than all other of our 
time command the sympathy and hold the love of the people of the 
Union; both children of adver ity, both toilers from their infancy, 
both winning their way by dint of brain-work and t.he dominion of 
pure character to the high places of the Republic. Differing in many 
e~sential qualities, contrasted in many elements of power-alike in 
the capn.city of thorough conviction and of unfaltering action in t.he 
straight J.:ine of such conviction-each colored . and pervaded by the 
peculiar atmosphere of their special suiToundings, bo1ih fearlessly, 
intensely, absolutely American, uch men could only be reared in one 
country; such men could only have come to the n·ont in one epoch 
of that country. ' 

Jl.ENRY W1iso~ by the force of patient la.bor, of solid will, of fear
less belief, of effort to know the right and to do the right, clove asun
der the icy barriers which society hn,cl placed between the New Hamp
shire boy a.nd the Ma sachusetts Senator. He had the heroi m to stan(l 
by the unpopular if he believed he stood by the true-a heroism nearly 
as rare now as it was then-and he had the rare satisfaction in his 
own life-time of seeing the right thing pass from opprobrium and 
opposition to success and accomplishment. 

From his early dayA be abhorred slavery as deser-Ving curse from 
God and man, and he struck straight at the heart of the hoary in
iquity enthroned on the prejudice of customs and bnttre ·sed thou9h 
it was by unholy n,lliance of church anu st.'tt.e. His clear moral VIS
ion was clouded by no cun.u.ingly wrought veil; no device, uo subter
fuge, no cheat in word or n,ction, conlll dim the anatomic eye which 
detected v.nd exposed the loathsome lines that indicated disease aml 
death in the painted harlot who queened it over the fairest portion 
of the Republic. The strict con trnctionists of that (lay, North and 
South, denounced him. Pilate and Herod struck hands, but the brave 
heart, strong fi·om continuous struggle, flinched in no wise from the 
task self-imposed and self-sustained. He lived to see the dead car
cass of the great wrong buried forever out of the sight of men, a.nd the 
once blackened bosom ·of the nation pure again from that ancient sin. 
He lived to do his part, as a man should, in the phy ical struggle, 
the trial of colossal forces that shook our broad territory and made 

. its earth-fast foundations tremble with the step of uncounted host . 
He saw the authority of t.he Constitution aucl the supremacy of law 
vindicated; he saw those who rashly took the sword punished by the 
sword; he heard the sounding hammer-blows of a hundred battles, 
as in the white heat of the rebellion they welded the nation into 
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indi soluble unity. He h eard the glorious entiment of his great pre
uecessor, "The Union, now and forever, one and inseparable," pro
nounced as the grand result of the tremendous conflict, and wrought 
into the life and conscience of millions of his countrymen as the one, 
primal, controlling fact before which all others were dwarfed into 
insignificance. Filled himself with the largest view of this intense 

-nationality, he rejoiced that it filled the heart of the nation. 
As Senatqr, as chairman of the Military Committee, he did much val

uable work, work which the country hardly appreciates yet ; and it 
stands to his eternal credit that in the exercise of the wide discretion 
and vast power held by him in that capacity no sordid nor selfish 
nor sectional preference ever impaired the justice of his action. 

He took his part fairly and well in all the legislation which followed 
the war ; nor have I ever heard any man say that in anything done or 
said by him in all that time there was pe:r:sonal bitterness or desire 
for revenge. 

He was active as a politician, for he believed in the necessity of vig
orous and enlightened political action. He maue enemies, as all strong 
men do; but even this time in which we live, prolific in slander and 
prompt to acQnse, never charged HENRY WILSON with dishonest act 
or impure motive. • 

Not standing in the rank of our greatest men, measured by intellec
tual standards, his influence was due more to faith in his personal 
character, his devotion to right, than to pre-eminent mental stature. 

He did the work set before him to do with the same good faith and 
the same steady energy with which lie filled out the coarser tasks of 
his early manhood, and the people for whom he labored so long and 
well heartily unite in the plaudits of '' good and faithful servant," as 
they look back upon his long career of public service and feel that 
it is well with any people when from its institutions and modes of life 
and thought can spring such a life and such a character as that of 
HENRY WILSON. 

Mr. REAGAN. Some days ago it was suggested that I should take 
a part in the addresses on this occa,siou. I had then, on accmmt of 
the pressure of other duties, reluctantly to decline to do so. Until I 
saw the list to-day of those who w re to make addresses I did not 
know that it was anticipated I should say anything on this occasion, 
and what I do say shall be limited to stating an incident illustrative 
of the chacracter and virtues and the cilarity of the great man whose 
memory is this day being honored. 

My first personal acquaintance with Mr. WILSO:N was in 1857, and our 
as ociations were such as might spring up bstween two men of differ
ent ages and different positions, and differing in politics. At the close 
of the war I was made, with others, a pri oner, and was taken, with 
Mr. Alexander H. Stephens, now a member of this House, to Fort W 3.r
ren. In the fall of the year 1865, when we were released, I immedi
ately returned to the city of New York, and while spending a few days 
there I met with Mr. WILSON, wbowastheu engageu in canvassing tlie 
State of New York. We had a somewhat free conversation about the 
condition in which the country then was,a.ndespeciallyaboutthe con
dition of that section of the country in which I lived. A short time 
before that, feeling that I compreilended the condition of the country 
and what would be necessa.ry for tile future, not only of the southern 
portion but of all of it, I had addressed a communication to the peo
ple of Texas from my prison, urging them to accept promptly the in
evitable results of the war as t:he shortest and surest way to bring to 
au end the evils which had sprung from it, advising them not only 
to recognize the freedom of the slaves, but to secure to them the pro
tection of the law and to connede to them the qualified right of suf
fi·age. This Ilad been published, and had come back and been read by 
SenatorvVILso~. It becamethe subject of conversation. He asl}:ed 
my opinion a to whether the people of Texas and the South would 

• accept the policy indicated in that commlmicat.ion. I had to tell him 
that I could only express the hope they might do so; that for more 
than four years I ha.d not been in the State in which I lived or min
gled with the people of that State. He then said-and I repeat it 
now because it is in accordance with what others, his personal frienus 
and acquaintances, say of his character; for I would not if it were 
different from that speak of what was merely a private conversation
he then said he felt it was a duty I owed to Texas and the South, 
as well as the rest of t.he country, to rot urn home and m·ge the people 
to adopt the policy which I had sugge terl. He said to me at the same 
t.ime that if the people of Texas and of the South generally would for 
themselve adopt that policy he would accept it as a final basis of 
adjustment of the remaining differences between the North and the 
South, and would urge its adoption in tile enateofthe United States, 
with the exception that he would ask that the cases of one or two hun
tired of the leading men should stand over, and that in additiou to that 
which I had suggested he would urge, if they saw proper to take that 
course, that all except this one o.r two hundred he referred to should be 
at once relieved from all liability on account of having participated 
in the wa.r. 

In the condition in which I was then placed, with the feelings I 
then experienced, remembering that I was returning to a desolated 
country and a conquered people to mingle again with them, looking 
abroad and seeing the passions which t-he war had aroused, remem
bering the earnest, a-ctive part which that distinguished Senator had 
taken on the one side while he knew that I had been as earnestly en
gaged on the other, I could not but feel that there was omethlng of 

a.grand magnanimity in his conduct, something of kindness and of 
genero it.y in his expressions, which met with an earnest and sincere 
response from me. • 

I may say one other thing. He then informed me that while Mr. 
Stephens and myself were in prison at Fort Warren he hadcomefTom 
his home in Massachusetts .twice toW ashington to secure our releas , 
not on account of any application which had been made to him by us 
for that kindnes , but because be felt that there was no nece sity for
retaining us there; for he did not feel any spirit of revenge, aml, ·a. · 
was di closed in the conversation we then had, he felt, as his g.r at> 
colaborer Horace Greeley had felt, that it was not his desire in freeing 
the slaves of the South to make slaves of tho e who had been fre iu 
the South. He diu not wish to see the passions of the war protracteu, 
and urged a-s a reason why I should endeavor to secure in the portion 
of the country where I lived the policy I had indicated that the 
adoption of such a policy was the ·only thing that could avert· mili
tary government there, the consequences that would spring from it, 
and dangers which might result to the Union from having to control 
large sections of the country by military authority. 

1\Ir. Speaker, words so spoken to one situated as I was it will be un
derstood would make an impression which has gone with me from 
then till now. After my return home, when my fri nels in Texas who 
desired to be relieved at Washiiigwn, and who had no acquaintance 
here, applied to me to see if there was some per on here who would 
take an interest in their behalf, I did not hesitate on more than one · 
occas:ipn to write to Senator WILSON on their behalf, and I uev r 
WI'ote to him withon t getting a prompt and kindly answer, indicating 
a de ire to do what he could for the interf'sts of our people. ·what
ever difference in politics may have existed in the past, and how v-er 
divergent our views may have been on great questions; however ear.; 
nestly we may have struggled on opposite sides iu the days in which we 
had opposed each other, expre sions like these and kindness like this 
made me feel that these were the expressions ·and the kindness of a 
sincere and just heart, and it make me feel sincere gratification that 
I have the privilege of saying o in this pre ence on this occasion. 

I am not qualified by as ociation or information to dwell upon the 
historic features of his character, nor is it nece ary that I hould do so 
if I were, after the eloquent portraiture of his character which have 
been made upon this floor to-day. I did not rise to make an address. 
I only I'O e to speak of the e incidents, and to speak of them.as having 
ma-de me feel a sincere respect for him while living, and feeling that 
his death, occurring when it did, was a misfortune to our common 
country. A· year ago, sir, when Mr. WILSON was making a tour through 
the Southern States, the people of Texa-s in large numbers, and with 
whom I united, urgently invited him to come to Texa.s to enable us 
to testify our feeling of I'espect for his generous and manly conduct 
toward us in the hour of our calamity and misfortune. 

Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, again a dark shadow covers tlie Capi
tol and veils its lofty Dome in gloom. Relentless death has again 
entered the Senate House, and with remorseless fury struck down the 
chief. 

HE...~RY WILSON is dead. His last work has been performed, his 
lm'lt duty discharged, and he has gone to his reward. . 

To-day a nation mourns its loss and bows in grief at its bereave
ment ; from Champlain to the Gulf; fi·om Fancuil Hall to the golden 
shore , the Republic is shrouded in mourning, and its mighty heart· 
ceases for a moment its pulsations while humanity places the chap
let upon the tomb of the philanthropist, the patriot statesman, and 
the Christian. 

0, what a wealth of sorrow; what a· majesty of woe! 
Among the millions who gather in sorrow around his open grave 

to pay the last sad tribute to his memory come the brave and pat
riotic people of my own State and claim a near approach to that 
sacred spot. · 

Vermont comes to-day to add one more leaf to the garland that 
decorates his tomb. 

Outside the limits of the noble Commonwealth in which repose his 
ashes-a State so rich in historical events, in clustering memories, in 
great names, and in noble men-there is DO spot in the broad universe 
where he wa-s more loved and respected and where his memory is 
more honored and revered than in the State I have the honor in 
part to represent. · . 
- His name is as familiar a tho e of her own sons in every cottage 
ana cabin that nestles among her green hills. 

It eemell to me that it would be eminently proper that the Je
scendauts of Slade and Harrington, pioneers in the cause of civil 
liberty, silould come to the humble tomb at Natick as near mourners 
of the illustrious dea-d. 

The (loctrine of human freedom and the politica~ equality of all 
men before the law is as firmly and deeply rooted in t.he hearts of 
her people to-clay as it ~vas on the morning when Allen was dl)omed 
to an immortality of fame and Stark drove the mercenaries of King 
George, routed and bleeding, fTom the plains of Bennington. 

The whole pathway of ill tory sparkles with the names of illnRtri
oue men and the noble deeds of heroe anfl patriots; but it was 
reserved t,o the ninei.eenth century to fnrnish the most remarkable 
body of men that has ever existed in the world's annals. 

Ga.rrison, and Sumner, antlllale, and Lovejoy, and Gi<l<iings, with 
w.hom were associat~d Slade, anu Nicholson; and Pletcher, anu Shaff-
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:ter, and Marsh of my own State, were amon~ the leaders and heroes 
.of the old anti-slavery party-a party which embodied the very 
.esseuce and spirit of integrity, perseverance, independence, honest 
convictions, high ap.d exalted rnoml courage, and genuine public 
-virtue. With the e men HENRY WILSO~ was early enlisted in the 
;great work of emancipation and enfranchisement, to which he de
voted every energy of body and mind during his whole life. He es
·poused this unpopular cause when it required physical a-s well as 
:moral courage to do it. 

With Collamer and Foot he bore the heat and burdens of the day ; 
with them he bore the vexation and ignominy of a temporary: defeat, 
:and with them at last rejoiced in a complete and glorious victory. 
And the la t public act of his life wa-s an eloquent and stirring ad
·dress to Vermont's su:rvivors of the great conflict, rejoicing with 

- them in its grand results and imparting words of encouragement 
.and precepts of wisdom by which to shape the present and guide 
.them in the future. 

New Hampshire may claim the honor of his birthplace, Massachu
:setts his home and last resting-place, but his untarnished fame and 
the history of his noble life cannot be circumscribed by State lines. 
J:t is the nation's legacy and the rich herita,ge of the Republic. 

The period .of 1\fr. WILSON'S life was in some respects the golden 
:age of our country's history. It was a. time which called for men of 
iron nerv~ of settled conscientious convictions, and manly independ
. ence. 

It was a time which demanded men who were not afraid to do 
right regardless of the consequence ; who were willing to bear the 
taunts, sneers, and persecutions of the champions of an accursed in
:stitution intrenched behind power, wealth, learning, influence, and 
:religious bigotry. 

Such a man was found in HENRY WILSON; a mau fortunate in his 
·origin and useful life, and equally fortunate in the time and place of 
his death. . 

In early life he wa-s the child of poverty and domestic sorrow ; he 
was cast out upon the cold charities of the world. and left upon his 
·OWn resources; be labored and struggled, buffeting the world's ad
-verse fortunes and storms with a strong arm and an honest heart, 
:strong in his own conscious rectitude~ and in God's own good time 
was ushered at once into the public arena, to combat with intellec
t ual gla-diatorial champions scarcely excelled in the world's history. 

Manfully he bore himself in the great strucrgle, battling for the 
Tight against wealth, arrogance, and power. ~isdaining the codes 
.and dogmas of honor, falsely so called, he planted himself upon the 
·eternal principles of self-defense and personal preservation until 
-victory crowned his efforts and the voice of his country called him to 
the second position in the nation. 

1\Ir. WILSoN's industry wn.s untiring and knew no bounds. He 
.allowed himself neither recreation nor repose, but, amid all the va-st 
and multiplied labors of his official position, devoted himself with 
unfaltering courage to the second great work of his life, the gather
ing up and preserving the facts and fragments relating to the rise 
and fall of the slave power in America, in order that some future 
Bancroft may write the history of that gigantic struggle and glori
ous victory. The work he performed was immense, and a just and 
generous posterity will award him the meed of praise which is justly 
and honestly his due for his invaluable services in the cause of jus
tice and equal rights. 

Of his long and honorable career in the Nationa,l Legislatme I need 
not speak; it is a pnrt of the history of our country, and the world 
knows it by heart. · 

His Herculean labors at the head of the Senate Committee on Mili
tary .A.lf::rirs during the war for the supremacy of the Government is 
beyond description, and can l;>e fully known only by those who were 
his associates in anxious solicitude and toil. 

The great Lincoln leaned upon him in the dark hours as a fum sup
port, while every pulsation of his heart, during the whole term of 
his official life, was for the honor and welfare of the Republic, for 
human .freedom, and the emancipation and enfranchisement of the 
oppressed. 

Among the foremost. of the patriot band to whom, under God, we 
.are indebted for universal liberty, peace, and a redeemed and re-united 
-country, stoodHENRYWILSON. Heneverflinchedorfalteted; when 
the hearts of the timid quaked with fear he was always ·hopeful and 
-courageous; when others doultted and turned back he stood fum as a 

. rock in midocean until the storm had spent its fury and pea-ce again 
brooded over the face of the great -deep. 

When grim-visaged war had smoothed his wrinkled front, and the 
dark clouds which bad lowered upon our country were in the deep 
bo om of the ocean buried, he was among the first to counsel for
giveness and brotherly love; and no man ejoiced more than he did 
in the era of go.od feeling inaugurated at Lexington and Concord, 
Ticonderoga ancl Bunker Hill, at the late centennial celebration ; and 
he looked forward with a longing anxiety and joyous delight to the 
g1·eat exposition at Philadelphia, in 1876, when be hoped to witness 
the final burial of the last sad relic of the great civil strife, and the 
principles it had forever settled, and which be ·had helped so much to 
crystallize and establish, should be honestly an din good faith accepted 
by all, the nghts of all men everywhere respected, and peace and 
good-fellowship once more reign throughout the whole length and 
breadth of our favored Republic. . 

Vice-President WILSO~ was not, perhaps, great as an 01·awr, a 
scholar, or a statesman; but he was great in industry, in the power 
of intense and continued application, in toil, in courage, in assiduous, 
conscientious devotion to duty. 

He was great in honesty and integrity, in his moral courage, and in 
.the -faith and practice of Christianity. 

lie marched, by the power of his own will, his in.domitable indus
try, and his patriotic impulses, from the bench of the shoemaker to 
.the Senate of the United States; from his humble calling at Natick 
to the responsible duties at Washington. In all his conduct, both 
public and private, conscience was his constant monitor and guiding 
star. No hope of earthly reward or preferment could swerve him 
from the path of duty and no threats could silence his voice or cause 
him to abate his ardor in the great work to which he had consecmted 
his life. Amid the storms and tempests of political life, when the 
loved and .honored were suspected and shaken like a reed, he stood 
proudly forth, pure and undefiled. No stJin. of corruption ever tar
nished the luster of his bright escutcheon and no bribe ever left it 
plague-spot upon his hand. Surrounded during his official life with 
the blandishments of power and the fascinations of wealth, be pre
served his character, and died comparatively poor. ·while many of 
the gifted and mighty were swallowed up in the whirlpool of dissi
pation a.nd crime, he walked among them with a charmed life, and 
came out of the furn..<tce with not so much as the smell of fire upon 
his garments . 

Every noble cause and genuine :reform found in him an eloquent 
advocate and an ardent champion. He · repre en ted in an eminent 
degree the noble elements of our .American nationality. His life wa.':l 
the natural and generous outgrowth of om free institutions and of our 
higher and purer civilization. His character and history demonstrate 
what industry, will, determination, and integrity can accomplish, 
and show the value and advantage of steady perseverance and con
tinued and honest adherence to conscientious convictions. 

He lived to seethe great work of his life accomplished : the political 
equality of all men securely imbedded in. the organic law, and the 
emancipated and enfranchised bondmen standing n.s the honored 
representatives of American freemen in both branches of theN ational 
Legislature. 

If he had ru;obition, it was an ambition to do right, to advance the 
welfare of his fellow-men, and be reckoned among the world's bene- · 
factors. If he desired position, it was because it would enable him 
to accomplish more for humanity and render greater service to his 
country. 

His convictions were clear cut and as fum as the granite hills of 
his native State; he believed in political parties, and loved his own 
almost to idolatry; but no partisan blindness prevented his seeing 
its errors and no timid time-serving policy could deter him from 
pointing them out and demanding their correction. -

If he had faults, they were of the negative kind, and were so mixed 
up with bold and generous deeds that the world could scarce discern 
them. 

It is well that he died under the roof· and almost upon the very spot 
where he had won his earthly laurels and helped to achieve one of 
the greatest victories recorded upon the pages of human history. With 
worldly honors thick upon him and the prayers of a grateful and gen
erous nation filling the whol~ land, his spirit took its flight from the 
portals of the National Capitol, with the shackles s~uck from four 
millions of bondmen, the shining record of arwell-spent life, ;1nd a 
vital and living bith in a crucified Savior, to gain him a-dmittance 
to the golden city. Tender hands and loving hearts were there in the 
trying hour to smoot4 his pathway to the tomb and watch the pre
cious sands as they gently ebbed away. And then, as was so beauti
fully said of another o.f Massachusetts' illustrious sons : 

With solemn steps and sorrowing hearts, they bore him back to the State he served 
so faithfully and which loved him so well; and to her soil, precious with the dust 
of patriotism and of valor, of letters and of art, of statesmanship and of eloq nence, 
they have committed the body of him who is worthy to rest by the side of the noulest 
and the best of those who, in the century of her history, have made her the model 
of a free Commonwealth. · 

His last public utterance was an admonition to"those with whom 
ho had acted politically, which they will do well to observe and heed; 
it was characteristic of the man; it brea.thed a spirit of patriotic de
votion to country and an anxious solicitude for the prosperity arid wel
fare of her people. 

And to-day, as we stand around the opengraveofhim who harbored. 
no malice, butwhoseloveof countryandpureandloftypatriotism knew 
no North, no South, no East, no West, let us bury every feeling of bit
terness and sectional animosity ; let us pledge oursel>es anew to onr 
country and receive a new baptism into her service; let us all rally 
around the old flag with all its glorious histories and recollection , 
drawing our inspiration from one living fountain, and, with one heart, 
one purpose, and one impulse, press on together to a common and glo
rious destiny. 

Mr. L.A. WRENCE. I a-sk the indulgence of the House for a .few mo
ments while I pay a brief tribute of respect to the memory of the 
illustrious dead. It was my good fortune during seven sessions of 
Congress to board at the same house and sit at the same table with 
the honored ci:tizen whose demise we now mourn. During all that 
tiri:I.e, and more, I had the honor to-share his friendship. I had many 
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opportunities to know the qualities of head and heart whlch render 
his name dear to the people of every la.nd, and which have made it 
illustrious throuO'hout the world. It is well that we should pause in 
the work of legislation to express a profound respect for these, to study 
them as a means of instruction for oursel vcs, and that we may be 
inspired with an eu,rnest purpose to profit by the lessons which they 
teach. • 

It is one of the advantages of our republican form of government 
that it gives equal opportllllity to all to fill everyplace of public trust, 
to render useful services to mankind, and. to rise to the highest dis
tinction whlch private worth and public service and useful and meri
torious la.bors can give. This fact is illustrated in a remarkable de
gree by the life, character, and services of the deceased, and by the 
fruits which they have borne. These have been so fully stated, and 
are so widely known, and are so interwoven with the history of our 
times, and the great movements of nearly half a century in behalf of 
humanity, 1·ight, :tnd good government, that it is wholly unnecessary 
for me to speak of them in detail. It is well that these should be 
studied by young men and all men, that they may kn'ow the elements 
which made the life of HENRY WILSON a grand success. To some ~f 
these I may briefly allude. First of all, HENRY WILSON was "the 
noblest work of God"-anhonest man. Without this quality no man 
can rise to and maintain permanoot success. His life illustrated a fact 
which ca.nnot be to() widely known; that" there is no excellence with
out great lahor"-Nilsinentagnq vita labm·e dedit mo-rtalibtLB. Few men 
ever devoted more hours to ind11strious study, to patient investiga
tion, to laborious attention to every duty, than did HENRY WILSON. 
The results of these are before us and mankind, teachlng 1lleir lessons 
of usefulness. Hls officia.l and literary labors were immense. In 
Congress he was not a great declaimer, but he was a gre(tt omto1'. He 
spoke ably and Rtrongly for the right. Another characteristic brought 
its rewards; be always dared to do right, and trust to God and the 
sober second thought of the people to sustain him. 

When oppression and wrong sit in places of power, or for a time 
control the popular will, men who are not actuated from a sense of 
duty may bow to the storm. These are dangerous and unsafe men. 
HENRY ·wiLSON was not of this class. In all he said or did he was 
guided by the love and fear of God and a purpose to benefit man
kind. 

In all the relations of life the heart of HENRY WILSON overflowed 
with kindne s and a tender regard for the feelings of all his fellow
men. He was kindly and gentle in his nature; he never turned away 
unheard the reqnest of the most humble or lowly. 

His life and labors prove that his a~qnirements were extensive and 
varied, and these he had the natural and educated ability t·o apply 
so as t.o make them bring uccess, and to enroll his among the " im
mortal names that were not born to die." He has passed t6 his reward. 
l\fore than a nation mourns his loss. 

Tlte good he has done will live after him ; it is a part of imperish
. able hist-ory in which he bore a useful and conspicuous part. His 
monument is more durable than brass. It will be seen and known 
through the endless cycles of eternity. 

Mr. L.APH.AM. Mr. Speaker, it would perhaps become my position 
best, not having been accustomed to speak on this floor, to refrain 
from expressing a.ny of the thoughts which are crowding for utterance 
"'t the present moment. There is, however, a single view of the life, 
&haracter, and services of the late Vice-President, already referred to 
by those who have preceded me, upon whlch I wiJl dwell for a mo
ment, for I am not willing that the great State I have the honor in 
part to represent should remain entirely silent on an occasion like 
this. .. 

When, at so short a period since, that it seems but as yesterday, our 
Chief Magistrate was stricken down by the hand of an assassin, all 
the civilized nations of the earth united with us in mourning and 
sympathy for the great loss we had sustained in the tragic death of our 
patriot President. 

Now that the second officer of the Government has fallen almost as 
suudeuly by the stroke of disease, our grief is scarcely less intense. 
Snch emotions of sorrow arise not solely by reason of the exalted sta
tions from whlch these truly great men have fallen, but also from a 
remoru brance of the huru ble origin of each. Each ha,cl risen from 
obscurity and poverty to such exalted station, not by any sudden 
fortune, but by patient and steady steps of progress. Each furnished 
an example of tba£ gradual growth in greatness and goodness attain
able only under institutions of government like ours. They were em
inently the children of the Republic. 

Mr. \VILSON, amidst all the honors and blandishments of office and 
place, never lost sight of the obscure condition from which he had 
1isen. He was always full and fervent in sympathy with suffering 
and intense hatred of wrong. He lived a life of singular purity and 
of the most unswerviug fidelity to hls convictions of duty. It was this 
whlch endeared him to the masses of the American people and which 
renders his demise a source of the most profound grief. 

Although the grave covers him, and all that was visible to us is for
ever hidden from our sight, yet, sir, it is not death. The noble. exam
ple his wonuerfnlly useful liie has furnished to the young of every 
Rtation will long endure, and serve to emulate the rising statesmen of 
the Republic. 

As has been sofelicitouslywritt u hya:Ma a~husetts poet of the la.te 
distinguished colleague of .Mr. WILSON in the Senate,. so it may also 
be fitly said of him: 

Alike are life and death, 
When life in death survives, 

And the uninterrupted breath 
Inspires a thousand lives. 

Were a star quenched on high, 
For ages would its light, 

Still traveling downward from the sky, 
Shine on our mortal sight; 

So when a great man dies, 
· For years beyond our ken 
The light he leaves behind him lies 

Upon the paths of men. · 

Mr. BLAIR. The great, men whose forms we have seen and who in 
their lives have illustrated and vindicated the principles of .American 
liberty and of just government on earth, who pres~rved them by the 
great deeds of the war and crystallized the ideas evolved in the de
bates and battles of this momentous era into enduring forms of con
stit.utionallegislation, are rapidly disappearing from the cene. 
. Among them all, with one pre-eminent exception, whose apotbeo is 
was by martyrdom, there was no man who, by his early and intense 
convictions; his life-long, zealous, judicious, and unwea~d labors; 
his perennially youthful and steadfast faith in the final triumph of 
the cause of freedom in the en tire land; who, by his resources in dis a -
ter, his confidence even in seasons of ue pair, his ''rise counsels, l.ris 
sagacious perception and forecasting of the currents of thought and 
of the actual condition of the public judgment :.md of the impulses of 
the popular heart, accomplished more in his life-time for hi country and 
for mankind, no man who better deserves to be immortalized among 
the benefactors of humanity, than he whose name di~nifiecl even the 
lofty official appellation of Vice-President ofthe Uruted State , and 
whose memory draws sweet tears from the eyes of thousands of hi::; 
countrymen while over his new-made grave the frozen winds of dis
tant New England are singing their requiem to-clay. 

HE:NRYWIL ON was a great man, not alone in moral heroism, which 
was perhaps the strong aspect of his character, not alone because he 
was ever equally ready with his mo t inflexible ~ociates to uare and 
to do all things for hls principles; but mor especially in thi , that he 
more than most of them knew how to so do and dare that doing and 
daring might not be in vain. lie was a practical statesman. lie was 
great because he knew men and. uealt with them as men. He recog
nized the truth which must ever be applied by those who transmute 
abstractions into human history and transfer the dreams of the ideal 
into the concrete utilities of life, that mea.ns must be adapted to ends, 
and that the average motives of a nation must be reached and stimu- · 
lated in order to accomplish a national result. 

The industrial institutions· of a people are seldom, unle s remotely, 
affected by purely moral cause . It is only when such forces have 
taken hold of material interests that men will consent to overturn the 
existing state, and it was_given to HENRY WILSON more clearly than 
to almost any other of the great men w bo led the prevailing sentiment 
of the nation during its last and great transition to comprehend that 
practical democracy or republicanism is equality in the conditions of 
toil. His own rugged lot in early liie, when he struggled with ad
verse fate in his native New Hampshire, whose pride in his career and 
earnest love for the pure life and noble manhood of her son are the sole 
reason why myvoiceis lifted in this august pre ence to-day, enabled him 
to comprehend how real freedom is something more than mere absence 
of legal restraint; that the bonuage of the colored man was less the 
consequence of positive law than of those relations and conditions of 
society of which the positive law it elf was an outgrowth and conse
quence, and not a cause. He comprehended how all laborers, whether 
of the North or South and of whatever race, were enslaved iu a sub
stantial sense by the existence of the institution of slavery anywhere 
on the national domain, and, whether sanctioned by the laws of -the 
land or otherwise, how impossible it was and is for these opposing 
tendencies to co-exist permanently onder one common government. 

He knew, for he wa.~ instinctively a statesman, that unless the prin
ciple of a~solutely free 1.-l.bor should prevail, whatever might be the 
written law, the opposing principle would. wax stronger and stronger 
until the laboring man every where would be pra.cticalJy enslaved by 
the custom of the cotmtry. It is a gre~t mistake to imagine that all 
the slavery which existed within the limits of the Union was confined 
to the colored race and to the Southern States. The poison was in the 
atmosphere of the continent and all over the country; the white race, 
too, was in partial bo~dage, and n ither, although greatly enlarged, is 
ab olutely and pract1cally free even to-day. Ignomnce is slavery. 
Mighty prejudices, the fetters of the onl, are still unbroken, and mag
nificent victories of peace are yet to be won. We have entered upon 
a new era, wherein the tenclenciea and prevailing influences point to 
the ultimate emancipation of all men, to < period wherein every yoke 
shall be broken and the oppres eu shall some time in tile miHconial 
future be absolutely free. In this great exicrency of our generation, 
which we hope we have passed fully through in crossing the .Jor<lan 
of this triumphant transition, it was given to HENRY WILSON to march 
conspicuouly in front of the halting host for many years bearing aloft 
the standard of equality for all. It was his to tally, as with the bugle& 
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()f his native .hills, the more elevated sentiments of the nation, to large
ly aid to forge its stray convictions into a solid mass until the moral 
and material motives and forces of the people overcome all opposition 
an<.l the broad theory of absolute freedom for all has been established 
forever as the fundamental working model of the Government. In 
this great work the war wa-s but an incident, terrible to be sure, but 
inevitable; past now, thank God, but full sure to return unless its causes 
aro avoided, its fruits garnered, and its conclusions sacredly regarded; 
a nd it would methinks increase the joys of the blessed dead to hear 
the generous tributes to departed worth with which these chastened. 
walls have echoed the eloquent grief of our sunny and beloved South 
for him who Jived and died the true friend of every human being Qn 
00~ • . 

Since the termination of the strife no man has labored more stren
uously than the late Vice-President, not only to secure the enactment 
of the decision of arms into proper and enduring forms of constitu
tional law, but more especially have his broad patriotism and humane 
sentiments made him indefatigable in his endeavors to secure the full 
return of reciprocal love between the sections of our country so un
fortunately imbittere.d against each other by the unavoidable animos
ities of fratricidal war. 

Probably no man contributed more than he to the revival of these 
gentler thoughts and more ge.neroussentimentswhich are preva.iling 
to-day, and which may God grant us to cultivate more and more until 
no discordant note shall mar the joy of our centennial year. 

HENRY WILSON is dead . . His voice is hushed. His great heart is 
still. His form has vanished. To-morrow the Capitol will put away 
its badges of mourning, and history alone will know aught more of 
him on earth forever. But be has left to the patriot, the statesman, 
and the Christian the lofty example of an unsullied and illustrious 
life; to the toiling man and woman and child of every race and "Clime, 
and of all ages to come, an inspiration; to his native and to his adop
ted State, and to the whole country which he loved so well, the mem
()ry of a character most rare and exalted, a character which under the 
adverse conditions of his origin our precious institutions alone could 
have mn.de possible; and as time rolls away his fame will grow brighter 
and rise higher in the firmament of history until it shines perpetually, 
a :fixed star in the resplendent galaxy of the greatest and best of his 
generation. 

The resolutions· were then unanimously adopted, and the House (at 
five minutes to five p. m.) adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were presented 
at the Clerk's desk under the rule, and referred as stated: . 

By Mr. BASS: The petition of R. W. Clark, for pay as an employe 
of the Post-Office Department, to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BOONE: The petition of Drury Dunaway, for a pension, to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois : The petition of citizens of Illi
nois, for the repeal of the check-stamp tax, to the Committee on ·ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Missouri: The petition of J. W. Christopher and 
other citizens of Missouri, for the repeal of the check-stamp tax, to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of Luther Hall, for an extension of 
letters-patent, to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. CULBERSON: The petition of citizens of Ca-ss and Bowie 
Counties, Texas, for a post-route from Sidney to Dalby's Springs, 
Texas, to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
· Also, the petition of citizens of Cass County, for n. post-route from 
Atlanta to Wheatville, Texas, to the same committee. 

By Mr. DARRALL: The petitions of John Miller, John N. Smith 
and J. B. V. Richard, for pay for property taken by the United States' 
to the Committee on War Claims. ' 

By Mr. DAVY: Papers in the case of John Rosecrans, to the Com
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
· By Mr. DOUGLAS: The petition of Elizabeth A. Bryant, for pavfor 
property destroyed by the United States, to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of E. D. Hammer and others for 
a change in the postal laws, to the Committee on the Post-Office'and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ELKINS: The petitions of l\1. Chaves and L. Labodi for pay 
for losses by reason of Indian depredations, to the Committe~ on In
dian Affairs. 

By Mr. GOODE : The petition of Mrs. Mary A. Hughes, for compen
sation for property taken and used by the United States to the Com-
mittee on War Claims. · ' 
~Y Mr. G~ER: The peti~on of PrYor N: Lea, for pay tor res

c~mg three Urnte~ States soldiers fr~m .a sand-bar in the Mississippi 
R1ver and fOJ:' nursrng th~m and furnishing them food and medicine, 
to the Comrmttee on Clrums. · 

By Mr. HAMILTON, of Indiana: A paper relating to a post-route 
from Bluffton to Warren, Indiana, to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. . 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Papers ielating to the claim of Mary H. 
Noonan, to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia·: The petition of Agnes May, for com
pensation for loss of a leg by a shell from the United States Army, to 
the same committee. 

Also, the petition of William S. Downs, for pay for property taken 
and nsed by the United States Army, to the same committee. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of Captain Joseph Owens, for an 
increase of pension, to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812. 

ByMr.HOAR: ThepetitionoftheCongregationalchurchof Shrew
bury, Mass~whusetts, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- · 
holic liquor traffic, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of Edward Doherty, for relief, to 
the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the cl.hlm of D. W. Glassie and 
others, to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Sarah A. Turner, to the same 
committee. • 

Also, papers relating to the claim of :Martha A. Stevens, to the same 
committee. 

By 1\:lr. LEAVENWORTH: The petition of John T. Brown, for pay 
for carrying a dispatch and for acting as a spy and pilot for the United 
States Army, to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petinon of James P . Gillespie, for pay as an informer in 
revenue cases, to the Committee on Claims. . 

By 1\Ir. McFARLAND: The petition of Mary Ann Hale, for arrears 
of pension, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of H. L. Green, of Missouri, for re
lief, to the Committee on \Var Claims. 

Also, the petiti~ns of Joseph J. Browne and Alexander C. Cloud, for 
pay for property taken and destroyed by the United States Army, to 
the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Dr. Edward Dunscomb, for relief, to the Com
mittee on Claims. 

By Mr. PATTERSON: The petition of certain registers and receiv
ers of land offices in Colorado, relative to allowance for office-rent and 
fuel, to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. PHELPS : The petition of William H. Pond and others, of 
Milforci and New Haven, Connecticut, for a reduction o~ postage-rates 
on third-class mail matter, to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. · 

Also, the petition of Henry C. Miles and others, of New Haven 
County, Connecticut, against a further appropriation by Congress for 
distribution of seeds from the Agricultural Department, to the Com
mittee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of Frank M. Lovejoy and others, of New Haven, 
Connecticut, for the issue of 3.65 convertible gold bonds, to the Com
mittee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. RANDALL: The petition of the heirs of Jacob Cramer, for 
relief, to the Committee on War Claims. · . 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of Z. Parrish and other citizens 
of Madison and Grant Counties, Indiana, for a post-route from El
wood to Mandia, Indiana, to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SEELYE: The petition of citizens of Massachusetts, for the 
repeal of the check-stamp ·tax, to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. TARBOX: The petition of Cynthia H. Abbott, for a pension, 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. · 

By Mr. TEESE: Papers relating to the claims of Robert 1\I. Hen
ning and Albert Pierce, to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of citizensofTroy, 
for the repeal of the check-stamp tax, to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. . 

By Mr. VANCE, of North Carolina: Papers relating to the claim of 
Pinkney Rollins, to the same committee. 

By Mr. WADDELL: The petition of John Brown, for pay for prop
ertynsed by the United States Army, to the Commit tee on War Claims. 

Also, the memorial of John Rand, Joseph Royal, and A. T. Guthrie, 
for pay for services as light-house-keepers, to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. WALKER, of Virginia: The certificate of the secretary of 
state of South Carolina, showing the nmnber of votes cast in certain 
precincts in connection with the contested-election case of C. W. 
Buttz, contestant, against E. W. M. Mackey, to the Committee on 
Elections. 

By Mr. A. S. WILLIAMS : The petition of John Phillips, for pay for 
Indian depredations, to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. WIGGINTON: Papers relating to the Rancho Canada de 
Guadalupe la Visita~ion y Rodeo Viejo Company, to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Also, .papers relating to the Pnlgas Rancho claims, w the Commit. 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claims of James G. Moore, 
Martha M. Parker) Mary A. Somervillej W. B. Hamlin, and Benjamin 
Coleman, to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the application of Gill & Able, for a return· 
of shippmg fees, to the Committee on Claims. 

By ~:lr. ---: A paper relative to the complaint J. C. Smith, Dun
dee, Scotland, from Henry A. Smythe, addressed to the S~cretary of 
the Treasury, to the same committee. 

By Mr. --: The petition of William aqd James Vance, for pay 
for barracks at San Antonio, to the same committee. · 
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