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By Mr. WILSHIRE : The petition of citizens of Faulkner and Pu-
laski Counties, Arkansas, for a post-ronte from Little Rock to Mount
Vernon, Arkansas, to the Committes on the Post-Office and Post-
Roads.

Also, the petition of citizens of the third district of Arkansas, for
the repeal of the specie resumption act of January 14, 1875, the re-
tirement of national bank-carreney, and the conversion of the national
bonded debt into 3.65 bonds, interconvertible with legal-tender paper
money at the pleasure of the holder, to the Committee on Banking
and Currency.

Also, the memorial of a delegation of Creek Indians, for the pay-

ment of funds to the “ Creek orphans,” due them, under the Creek
Tmntijfi 1832, to the Committee on Indian Affairs.
" By Mr. YOUNG : The petition of Mrs. M. Janet Burleson, Emmarilla
Carr, Colliersyille Masonic Lodge, and Lucinda McGuire, for use, occu-
pation, and destruction of property by the United States Army, to the
Committee on War Claims,

Also, papers relating to the memorial of H. F. Farnsworth, for a
refund of money paid as a fine, to the same committee.

IN SENATE.
FRrRIDAY, January 21, 1876,

The Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D, offered the follow-
ing prayer:

Almighty and everlasting God, the only self-immortal, who dwellest
in light unapproachable and full of glory, we bless and adore Thy
name, and give Thee hearty thanks. Though we are mortal men and
have our habitation in the dust, living under inevitable change, the
years rolling over us so that we sink into the grave, yet hast Thoun
for us kindled amid this gloom the light of hope. As Thy servants
turn aside this day to remember him who so late presided in this
Chamber, wé beseech Thee let the heavenly assurance fall upon them,
as it did npon him, that Thou art their Father, Jesus their Saviour, the
Holy Ghost their sanctifier, heaven their glorious heritance and last-
ing home, and all the host of angels and of the general assembly and
of sounls redeemed the bright and blessed company of their associa-
tion finally and forever. Through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Jonrnal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the memorial of Stanley
Mathews and other %futleuwu composing a committee of the national
railroad convention held at St. Louis, Missouri, November 23 and 24,
1875, setting forth the advantages of certain thoroughfares; which
was referred to the Committee on Railroads.

Mr. CRAGIN presented the mewmorial of Captain William Chandler,
formerly an officer in the N praying the difference between the
‘“leave pay ” of a lientenant H:i that of a commander from Septem-
ber 14, 1855, to December 22, 1858 ; which was referred to the Com-
mitfee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. ALCORN presented the petition of Samunel J. Gholson, of Mis-
sissippi, praying the removal by Congress of his political disabilities ;
whieh was referred to the Committee on the Jundiciary.

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of Williamn H. Akins and Jacob
D. Felthouser, praying compensation for inventing new and useful
improvements in sewing-machines; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Patents.

He also presented the petition of MeKnight and Richardson, pray-
ing payment of a balance of $9,102.50, with interest from May, 1861,
due on vouchers issued for supplies furnished to the Army in May,
1861 ; which was referred to the Committee pn Claims.

Mr, SHERMAN presented a petition of citizens of Olio, praying
that the postal route from Chillicothe to Piketon be extended to Jas-
per, in that State, so as to ﬁriva to that part of the State the advan-
tages of a daily mail ; which was referred to the Committee on Post-
Offices and Post-Roads.

Mr."PADDOCK presented the petition of L. H. Colbey, and others,
members of the bar and citizens of the State of Nebraska, praying for
the enactment of a law for the holding of one or more terms of the
United States district court each year at the city of Lincoln, the capital
of the State; which was refe to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. BOGY presented the petition of Fleming Crump and William
Williamson, only surviving soldiers of the Yellowstone expedition of
1824, praying to be allowed a pension for services rendered in that ex-
pedition ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (8. No. 124) to provide for a commission on the subject
of the aleoholie liquor traffic, reported it with an amendment.

Mr. CONKLING, from the Committee on Commeree, to whom was
referred the bill (8. No. 304) to amend section 4130 of the Revised Stat-
utes of the United States, reported it without amendment.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill
(8. No. 305) to change the location of the consulates at Aix-la-Cha-
pelle, and at Omoa and Truxillo, reported it without amendient.
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BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. ALCORN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 318) to remove the political disabilities of Bam-
uel J. Gholson, a citizen of the State of ﬁ?sui.ssippi ; which was read
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and
ordered to be printed.

Mr. EATON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 319) for extension of patent to Thomas A.
Weston ; which was read twice by its title, referred to the Comnit-
tee on Patents, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. LOGAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 320) to redunce the number and increase the
efficiency of the Medical Corps; which was read twice by its title,
referred to the Committes on Military Affairs, and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. HARVEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 221) for the relief of certain persons sufferers
from Indian depredations; which was read twice by iis title, referred
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
duce a bill (8. No. 322) to amend an act entitled “An act to amend an
act to construct a railroad and telegragh line from the Missouri River
to tl:oaf Pn-ci&;:al Ocealn, and u‘}l uefhm'e the Gov,emmcut t}lg ‘im,ad 8:;3]-11.6
same for postal, military, and other purposes,” approved July 2, 1864 ;
which was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Publie
Lands, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 323) to amend chapter 256 of the Revised
Statutes, approved June 8, 1574 ; which was read twice by its title,
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

PAPERS WITHDRAWN.

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was

Ordered, That Edward 8. Myer have leave to withdraw his peti
from the files of the Senate, 7 B e

PUBLICATION OF UNNECESSARY DOCUMENTS,

Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following resolution ; which was con-

sidered by nnanimous consent, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing inquire into and report what legisla-
tion is necessary to prevent the publication of documents of no practical value.

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY.
On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, it was
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet on Monday next.

DEATH OF VICE-PRESIDENT WILSON.

Mr. BOUTWELL. Mr. President, I rise to present and to ask for.
the immediate consideration by the Senate of resolutions in honor of
the late Vice-President of the United States.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolutions will be read.

The Chief Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: »

Ived, That the Senate has received with profound sorrow the announcement

R
of the death of Hexny WiLsox, late Vice-President of the United States, and Presi-
dent of the Senate, and who had been for eighteen years of consecutive service a

member of this body.

Resolved, That busi be now led, that the friends and associates of the
deceased may pay fitting tribute to his public and private virtues.

Resolved, the Secretary comm te these resolutions to the House of Rep-
resentatives,

The resolutions were a, 1 to unanimonsly.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will lay before the Senate
the tribute to the memory of HENRY WiLsoN, late Vice-President,
paid by American residents in Berlin, transmitted through the Secre-
tary of State, which the Secretary will now report.

The Chief Clerk read as follows:

At a mee of Americans resident in Berlin, holden at the American chapel on
Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1875, Mr. Nicholas Fish in the chair, it was

Resolved unanimously, That w-:bnvc heard with the most;?pmfoand sorrow of the
death of the Vice-President of the United States, HEXkY WILsoN, and as a tribute
to his memory we desire to record our appreciation of the high qualities which
distinguished him as a man and of the ent and faithful services which in a
long public career he has rendered the country by his undeviating devotion to the
canse of the Union and adherence to the great principles of human liberty, That
copies of these resolutions be transmitted to the President and to the S of the
United States.

The committee on resolutions: H. Kreismann, chairman; Willism C. Eastlack,
Herm Rose, Jos. P. Thompson, A. H. Sylvester.

To Hon, THOMAS W RY,

i af the Senate of the United S‘tum Washington, D. (.

Mr. BOUTWELL. Mr. President, it is a satisfaction which the
presence of death even cannot extingnish nor qualify that we may
record the testimony which we are disposed to give concerning the
character and virtues of those with whom we have been associated.

The late Vice-President of the United States was a member of the
Senate for the period of eighteen years, and for nearly three years he
was its Presiding Officer. No man was better known to the Senate,
and, of his contemporaries no one was better known to the country.
For more than a third of a century he had been in the public service of
the State of Massachusetts or of the United States. The nature of his
service was alwaysthe same. He was, at various timesand by repeated
elections, a memberof each branch of the Legislature of Massachusetts,
and for two years he was the president of its senate. This training
was the best preparation which our system furnishes for service in
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the legislative branch of the National Government. In this service
and for twenty years he gained constantly in the good opinion of the
people of the State and of the country. Sucha career was not an
accident, nor was it due to what is called, usually, fortune or favor-
ing circumstances. Indeed, there was no man of distinetion among
his contemporaries to whom fortune had denied as much. His pa-
ren was honorable, and his ancestry for many generations, and
without interrnption on either side, was of New Hampshire blood
and lineage; but they }ilossetmed neither wealth nor careful cul-
ture. The training of a child born into a family of wealth and high
culture, without pretension or pedantry, is of more value for the af-
fairs of the world than the education of schools and colleges.

Mr. WiLgoN had not the benefits of either, while many of his con-
temporaries enjoyed the advu.ntqi.rea of cultured homes, enltured so-
ciety, and the training and discipline of school, college, and univer-

sity.

gt.hm ain, to whom these advantages were denied as to Mr. WiL-
SON, were blessed with the tokens of genius, distinguishing them af
once from the mass of men as worthy of eminence and crowning
them in anticipation without apparent effort for themselves.

Mr. WiLsON was not an orator; he had not the gift of eloquence;
he had not the power of logical reasoning so as to command the as-
sent of unwilling hearers, nor had he extraordinary aptitude for
scholarly pursuits. By training and long-continued practice he
became a clear, self-contained, convineing writer and speaker. K At
times he was more than this, and he exhibited occasionally something
of the power and quality of the orator. His strength was chiefty,
however, in the depth and earnestness of his convictions and in his
knowledge of the subjects that he discussed. ; .

The denial to him of the advantages of early careful training, either
in his home or in society or in school, of high ial gifts or unusnal
faculties in any of the qualities essential to the successfnl orator or
writer, forces upon us the grave question, to what special form of

mius, power of nature, or accomplishment of art was he indebted

or the capacity for leadership in the great moral and political strug-
ﬁﬁof historical times? This question and its answer concern the
erican people, who raised him to the rank of a leader and trusted,
honored, and sustained him as a leader, more than they concern the
reputation or even character of Mr. WILSON as an historical person-
First, he was endowed by nature with an heroic resolution,
mch at once urged him to acquire knowledge and sustained him in
his ceaseless efforts to accomplish whatever he undertook. The ability
to labor was his second great endowment. As he had more obstacles
to overcome than any other man that we have known, so he had
more abundant means for overcoming the obstacles that were in his
way. Resolution to work and ability to work are a substitute for
‘everything except genius, and often they become even the rival of
genius itself. The same restless, untiring spirit that he exhibited
among men in the open day upon questions and topics of public
political concern, whether of peace or war, animated. him in his efforts
to overcome the ‘defects of early life, and finally to contribute to the
history of the country a faithful narrative of the great contest in
which he had acted so important a part.

But above all and over all as the chief of his endowments was his
{earless, consecientious devotion to duty in political publie affairs. He
came into public life as a member of the WME party, but as the rep-
resentative and exponent of the views and wishes of tsu; workingmen.

The slavery question was soon forced upon us in the project for the
annexation of Texas. The success of that project was followed by
other measures designed to strengthen, protect, or foster the institution
of slavery. To all these schemes Mr. WiLSON was always and every-
whereopposed. Heused parties, he destroyed parties, and he organi
parties, and all to prevent, first, the spread of slavery, and then to
overthrow it. From the year 1840, when I first met him, he was the
lmwavariniopponent of slavery. If other men made larger contri-
butions to the intellectnal and moral forces engaged in the war against
slavery, he was chief over all the chiefs in the work of combining
and organizing those forces for the political contests of 1850, 1851
and 1852 in Massachusetts, and for the national contests of 1856 an
1860, which gave the welcome trinmph of freedom to a slavery-
aceursed Republic. His power in this respect was due solely to his
capacity to present to others the moral and political considerations
which ought to guide them.

As a member of the republican party, he was a strict party man.
He believed in its principles, respected its opinions, exulted in its
power for good, and gloried in its history. Ambitious l-Fermxmlly he
never allowed his private interests or wishes to interfere with the
prospects of his party. No.man yielded more readily to the opinions
of 111}3 friends orsubordinated local and personal claims to the general
welfare.

During the entire war he occupied one of the most im&orbant posts
in the Senate, and in that post he was first of all in the character
and value of the services rendered to the War Department and to the
armies in the field. When the war ended, he asked only that those
who had been in arms should aceept in good faith the new Constitu-
tion and the emancipated bondmen as citizens and equals in theory
and in fact. If he had not the most prominent part in amending the
Constitution and in providing legal means for the reconstruction of
the Government, no other man did as much to remeve the prejudices
of the people, to encourage the timid, to aronse the indifferent, and,

in fine, to render those great measures acceptable to the country. In
this protracted and weary work he thought less of himself than of
his party and less of his party than of his country; but he identi-
fied himself with his party in the interests solely of his party, and he
vindicated his party as the only means of saving his country. Time
and history will justify him in these particulars,

He was a politician, a party man, and a statesman as well. Of the
political anti-slavery men of this country he is of the first and very
small class, and history may, with justice to all, assign him aleading
place evenin that small class. When weconsider fhe magnitude of the
lwdemkinlig by which slavery was overthrown, the military opera-
tions attending it,dn which he bore a conspicuons and honorable part
in the public councils, the difficulties that waited upon every attempt
to re-organize the Government, which he as much as any other man
assisted in removing, and all crowned in his own life with full suc-
01?8_, a(&a'n his right to be counted among the statesmen of America be
aeni

The preservation of this Government from 1861 to 1865 was a more
difficult work than the maintenance of the Declaration of Independ-
ence from 1776 to 1783, and its re-organization was a more delicate task
than the formation of the Constitution and the establishment of the
Union in 1787 and 1789; nor can I doubt that these later events will
contribute more largely to the welfare of the human race,

While ala.var{ existed our example was shunned by many who
otherwise would have been the advocates of republican institutions
in other countries. Slavery has diaup}!earcd, and no argnment can
be drawn from our Constitution, and I trust that hereafter no argu-
ment will be drawn from our conduct or policy, calculated to prevent
the spread of republican ideas.

Asmen prefer truth to falsehood, so they will prefer freedom and
nality to authority and subserviency, and therefore we may pre-
dict the spread of republican ideas and the advance of republican .

institutions in other lands.

For these results and ends Mr. WiLsoN labored, and these results
and ends, when realized, will be a better eulogy upon his life, char-
acter, and services than any pronounced in [)quit or Senate,

Mr. HAMLIN, M. President, until a very recent hour I did nof ex-
pect to participate in the proceedings of the Senate on this occasion
and Irise now for the purpose of seconding the resolutions submitted
by the Senator from Massachusetts, and in a very few words fo pay
that personal tribute to the memory of our late Vice-President of which
he and the work of his life are so eminently worthy.

In every age and in every country of the world homage has been paid
to the great and the good; and still more appropriately has the custom
obtained of paying a just tribute to the heroic and meritorious dead.
The chisel o t{ll:sculptor and the pencil of the artist have been in-
voked to preserve their form and features for other times.

It is well, then, that we pause amid the stirring scenes that provoke
discussion and sometimes bitterness in this Hall, now shrouded with
the drapery of mournin%,eio pa{u: ust and fitting testimonial to him
wﬁl]m was so long a member of thi y and so recently its presiding
officer.

HENRY WILSON, though of obscure origin, neither learned nor elo-
quent, will justly stand in the history of onr country as one of its re-
markable men. Struggling under all the disadvantages of obscurity
and poverty, and embarrassed in a position which wonld have de-
terred most men, step by step he advanced, until he occupied a seat
in the Senate, and thence to the position of its presiding officer. No
ordinary man could achieve that result; and it furnishes a striking
example which illustrates the theori of onr Government, and it should,
nay, it will, afford a stimulus to others in their exertions for worthy
and honorable advancement.

I became acqunainted with Mr. WiLsoX when he took his seat in the
Senate in February, 1855. I had known of him as a publie man whomn
the State of Massachusetts had honored before that time, but I had
not made his acquaintance personally until he came to be a Senator;
and from that time until his decease our relations were of the most
intimate character.

In running my eye over this body I find no Senator save myself
who then occupied a seat on this floor. )

What shadows we are, and what shadows we pursue.

It was one of the last statements made by the late Vice-President,
that more than eighty Senators with whom he had served had pre-
ceded him in death ; and for the impressive lesson which it teaches
us I may, perhaps, be excused for saying that during the time that I
have been connected with the Senate as a Senator and its presiding
officer more than one hundred and thirty ms with whom I have
served and associated officially and personally as Senators have passed
from earth.

Here Mr. WiLsoN won the respect of all, and by his zeal and indus-
try succeeded in establishing the reputation of a wise and able states-
man. Statesman he may be called. It is statesmanship that achieves
results which promote the best interests of the country, and that Mr,
WiLsox did. m-inﬁ the dark hours of the war, as chairman of the
Military Committee, his services were invalnablein preparing and car-
rying throngh the Senate all ineasures for raising, equipping, and mar-
shaling our arnies in the field. He was quick to see the wants of the
Governmnent and always prompt and ready to supply the remedy.
The people of onr counfry ean hardly appreciate how much they are
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indebted to him for the faithful performance of the onerous duties
that then devolved npon him, nor have I a doubt that the cause of that
disease to which his strong frame at last surrendered can be traced
to his excessive labors at that time. Of the valuable services ren-
dered by Senator WiLsoN during the short session of 1861 General
Scott paid him the high compliment of saying, “ He had done more
work in that short session than all the ehairmen of the Military Com-
mittee had done for the last twenty years.” It may with equal truth
be said that his labors of that session were only a true index of sub-
sequent and continued industry to the end. In the energy and un-
tiring dili%ance with which he discharged eve dugy devolving upon
him he had no superior in this body. To do right as he saw the right
was his rule of action. Inured to toil from early life, to poverty and
to privation, he was a most fitting representative of the Is'tute which
he honored in his position ; and it often occurred to me during the
long years throngh which he held a seat here his State was most ap-
propriately represented in her two Senators, the one of its labor and
the other of its learning. His life was devoted to the welfare and
elevation of our people, morally, socially, and politically. His able
vindication of the free laborers of the country when they were as-
sailed and stigmatized as the mud-sills of society demonstrates his
sympathy with those who toiled, and npon whose work rested the pros-
[N!l'ité.\&.nf the country and by which alone can its permanency be main-
tain

During his whole life he was an earnest and consistent advocate of
temperance, which he made evident in his practical life, and was for
several years president of the Congressional Temperance Society.
The knowledge of the good works by him aceomplished in this noble
cause extends far beyond the limits of our country. The grand work
of his life is to be found in his long and persistent efforts to break the
_shackles of the slave and let the oppressed go free. In the providence
of God he lived to see the mighty work fulfilled ; and for his efforts
to this end, and in behalf of ﬂ-ﬁ the t measures to preserve the life
of the nation his name will be recorded in imperishable history, while
millions will cherish his memory. He was a Christian gentleman, and
his life was adorned by Christian virtnes, and in honesty and integrity,
even in times like these, he stood nnassailed and unassailable.

Amn honest man's the noblest work of God.

Mr. CRAGIN. Mr. President, the emblems of monrning that darken
this Chamber, and all the publie buildings in this capital city, have
reminded ns for more than a month past bmt a man in high position
and one greatly loved by the people, has departed. One who hs
oceupied a seat on this floor for more than twenty years as Senator
and Vice-President was not here on the opening day of this session.
He came here after the leaves had fallen, and a few weeks in advance
of some of ns, to be ready to enter anew npon his duties; but the in-
visible angel of death came into this Capitol with him, and layin
a cold hand upon the Vice-President claimed him for the grave. g
struggle of a few days’ duration went on in a room near by this Cham-
ber, and hope tantalized us all, but the insatiate conqueror who never
knew defeat prevailed, and onr friend was numbered with the dead.
The form so long familiar fo many of us is no longer seen among men ;
the voice that has so often echoed along these gilded walls in earnest
and eloquent tones of protest against wrong, and of sympathy for the
lowly and oppressed, is hushed forever. HENRY WILSON is dead!
And we set apart this day to crown his memory, and to honor his
character and services. What has happened to him is no uncommon
t.];i;knf, but rather the certain and common lot of all mankind. The
dead many times outnumber the living, and the living must all die.

More than eighteen hundred years ago St. John described a t
multitude of dead, “which no man could nnmber.” Tens of millions
have been added every year since, till the imagination staggers in the
attempt to comprehend the vast and constantly increasing number
who sleep in the valley of death.

The battle of our life is brief—
The alarm, the struggle, the relief ;
Then sleep we side by side.
My acquaintance with Mr. WiLsox an more than twenty years
, and I soon learned to respect and ire him for his many good
qualities, both of head and heart. He was a good man, in that he
cherished love for all mankind and always obeyed the impulses of a
kind and generous nature. He was not a great man in shining qual-
ities, but he was great in real, solid qualities. He was great in hon-
est earnest purpose ; in sagacity, in practical knowledge, and common
sense. He was powerful in the advocacy of truth, and the rights of
the people. He was a humane, sincere man, always leaning to the
side of the weak and friendless. He always espoused the cause of the
masses, and labored faithfully and earnestly for everything that tended
to elevate the character and better the condition of his fellow-men.
He instinetively scorned a mean action, and the man is not living or
dead whom he ever intentionally wronged. A man’s character, phys-
ical, mental, and moral, is molded largely by the climate, occupa-
tion, society, and other circumstances of his earlylife. Onr lamented
friend was born in the obscure and hnmble walks of life, and his path-
way through childhood and youth was one of extreme poverty and
toil. He Iearned by bitter experience the trials and wants of the
poor, and to the day of his death he was the true and trusted friend
of the people, He labored with the farmer jn tilling the soil, and

with the mechanic in the workshop, and here he became learned in
common things and laid the foundation for that wonderful common
sense for which he was distingnished.

‘We have seen him here many years with a learned colleagne whose
mind was trained and filled with the thonghts of other men, and yet
in practical ability and common wisdom, which comes to minds atten-
tive to their own thonghts, he was more than the equal of Charles Sum-
ner. His early life was not wholly given to physical toil; his youn
mind was hungry for intellectual food, and found it to some extent.
good friend loaned him books, and he read many after dn{lli%ht had

aded into night. But, after &]i,ﬂlﬁ eat book from which he learned
most was the book of nature—a book full of all knowledge and one
that no man has or ever can fully read or understand. This book is the
work of the Infinite Anthor of creation, and is the fountain from which
finite men gather materials forbooks and inspirations for thoughts. It
is filled with the choicest poetry, music, prose, and the demonstration
of all science and arf. It is accessible alike to the rich and poor, and
especially to the poor, and is to be found wide open in the field,in the
forest, in the workshop, in the moving waters, in tHe singingﬁnf birds
in the habits of animals and the speech of men, in the earth below and
the starry heavensabove. Ifs language is universal, and he who can
read it well and takein its great truths is not only a learned man but
a Clristian.

In after life-and through his long public career Mr. WILSON was a
student. He read and stndied books, mostly of a practical kind, and
closely observed men and things. He read less of poetry and fiction
and more of history and biography. He was specially familiar with
the history of all great struggles for freedom and human rights in
modern times, and became a prominent actor in the contest that re-
snlted in giving freedom to four million slaves and placing them upon
the high plane of American citizenship. He was emphatically a self-
made man, and like most men who have come up under adverse cir-
cumstances, and towhom God has given great powers, he was a strong
man. He was strong in simplicity, strong in sincerity, strong in pu-
rity, and strong in earnestness. He was clear in his convictions, and
bold and effective in maintaining them.

He was not an orator in the commeon understanding of that term
but he was a very able public speaker. He had the power to hold
the attention of his hearers, and to can"jy convietion to their heads
and hearts. This is the purpose and effect of trne eloquence. He
made many political speeches, and always with great effect. He
never soared in imagination np among the stars to get lost in the
“ milky way,” or strangled or bewildered his hearers in sentences a
mile long. He spoke to the common understanding. He carried
conviction by conviction. He pleased by his candor and truthful-
ness even those who differed from him in opinion. He built upon
facts, and the structure stood after the sound of his voice had ceased.
He interested his hearers by the honest ntterance and honest faith
of an honest man. He believed what he said, and a zeal which only
comes from devotion to truth kindled corresponding fires in the
hearts of his hearers. His purity of character was a great element
of his strength. He wore no garment to conceal a deformity, but
he was simple, plain, and honest in his every-day life, He was em-
phatically one of the people, and he stndied the wishes, the interests,
and the condition of the toiling millions with a heart always in ac-
cord with them and with an honest purpose to serve them. He knew
their mode of reasoning and their wants with wonderful acenracy;
he therefore become one of the best judges of popular feeling and
popular demand in this conntry.

t is inevitable that such a man should become a favorite of the
people. They honored, loved, and trusted him. I neverrealized this
so fully as when his dead body recently passed throngh the city of
New York on its way to Massachunsetts. 1 rodeinthe funeral proces-
sion from Jersey City to Madison Square, a distance of several miles,
and the sidewalks on each side of Broadway and all the streets lead-
ing into that great thoroughfare, the steps, balconies, windows, and
roofsof buildingsalong thewholeline, weredensely packed with people.
The procession was late in starting, and many thousands had stood
for an hour in the cold to see the body of the people’s friend pass. I
never before saw any sight like it, and it was proof of the affection
and confidence of the people which could not be mistaken. It was
estimated that more than two hundred thousand men, women, and
children witnessed the grand and solemn ceremony. It was agreed
on all hands that nothing like this outpouring of the people had been
seen in that city since the body of the lamented and immortal Lincoln
passed to its final resting-place.

HExRY WILSON was a native of New Hampshire, and her people
were ever proud of him. I mingle my own personal grief with theirs
on this solemn oceasion, and deplore the loss not only of his native
State but of the whole nation in the death of this great and good
man. I commend his character and noble example to the yonng men
of my own and other States, in the hope that the Re]{ublic may long
live throngh the intelligence of the people and a like pafriotism,
ability, and urity of its public men.

Within a {;ttle more than three years four natives of New Hamp-
shire who have made honorable places for themselves in history
have obeyed the summons which no man ean resist, and gone the
way of all the earth. The first in order of time was Horace Greeley,
the great journalist. He never held any high official position, except
a seat in the House of Representatives for a short time, but for a long
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time he was the head of the leading newspaper of the land, and
wielded a power and influence unequaled by that of any other man
on the continent. His head and heart were both large, and the world
is much better for his having lived. Then Salmon P. Chase, Senator,
overnor, Secretary of the lg'eaau.r and Chief Justice of the United
tates, passed to his final home. His was an honorable career, and
history will record his t deeds. Next fell John P. Hale, my im-
mediate predecessor in this body. For sixteen years he was a mem-
ber of the Senate, and displayed great powers of genius. I have not
forgotten, and the country will never forget, the time when he stood
here, with Sumner, Seward, Chase, Wade, WiLsox, Collamer, and
Foot, all champions of a E)mat canse, the cause of liberty and hnman
rights. The last of the four to depart was HENRY WILSON, the late
Vice-President, whom we honor and mourn to-day. No State can
int to four nobler, purer, abler men who have served their conntry
onger or better. -

Of all the Senators who occnpied seats in this Chamber when I first
entered here as a member only five, including myself, remain. T'wo
others who had been Senators before that time soon returned again
and are now members.

Since the 4th of March, 1865, I have served with one hundred and
sixty-nine different Senators—ninety-eight of them are no longer here
—and I recall twenty-five who have passed over the dark stream of
death. Such have been the changes in the membership of this body,
and such the work of death among those who were or had been mem-
bers in ten short years.

Every seventh man has closed his earthly record. So it has been,
and so it must always be.

Ever since the world began the lessons of death have been tanght.
Man is here to-day and gone to-morrow.

Our brief journey here ends in the tomb, but faith points to eternal
life beyond.

Art is long, and Time is fleeting,

And our hearts, though stout and brave,
Still, like muffled drnms, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, the memory of a
man dying in possession of a great place, endowed with high mental
force, true to his convictions of right, and earnest in the discharge
of duty, is a study which always commands respect and honor; and
such a man was the late Vice-President. Of his devotion to his
principles it may be truthfully said that this began at a period, and
was displayed on a theater, where it required more than ordinary en-
thusiasm to keep the devotee unfaltering, and more than the average
courage to keep him firm. But in his long public career no evidence
occurs to insinuate that HENRY WiLsoN lacked either the enthusiasm
or the courage required for his work ; and that is saying much. But
that which makes his pathway in life most interesting to me is the
humbleness of his origin, the enarigy he displayed in raising himself
to a higher level of life, and the blessed surronndings which enabled
the poor, unfriended, but ambitious lad to mount from his native
obscurity to the second I!Lace in the civil magistracy of a republic of
forty millions of free, enlightened, and discriminating people. Of the
earlier st.mggles and the eruel suﬂ"eri.ngs of his youth tjnm who know
intimately their particnlarshave spoken, andit is an important matter.

My knowledge of the dead Vice-President began after all these had
been successfully overcome and passed. And I speak only of the acts
of his vigorous prime and his public life. In the hotly-contested
slavery agitation he was known, not as the earliest champion of uni-
versal freedom, but as the product of that determined polemical war
that surged abont him in his youth. His political bonds and party
predilections were not strong enough to keep the natural enthusiasm

. of the young man in leading-strings ; for, breaking away from these,
he followed the dictates of his conscience rather than the teachings
of mere political leaders. And so he came to this Senate the uncom-

'Eromisiug representative of a cause many—perhaps a majority —of

is supporters did not consider of primary importance at the time they
concentrated their votes to send him to Washington. Like his great
colleague he was chosen a Senator because the moving forces of that
avalanche both did so much to precipitate had already divided the
minds of men in both the old political parties in New England, so that
neither could concentrate on men who opposed or ignored free-soil
and its consequence, the abolition of slavery. Whether the coalition
that sent HENRY WiILsON to the Senate knew precisely what sort of
man they were choosing, I cannot tell. But if they did not, then
they builded wiser than they knew. He entered into the war of opin-
ions like a true knight, and fonght gallantly and faithfully.

As time wore on the great issne came to a head. The civil war
broke on the land, and all political barriers were broken down for a
time. Called on to take a somewhat active part in that tremendous
struggle, I found it a matter of profound interest to stndy the char-
acters of the public men on whose fortitude and steady devotion the
snecessful prosecution of the war for the Union depended ; for by the
laws of Con , passed to strengthen the hands of the Administra-
tion, only could the Administration act. And in that anxious pene-
tration to discover uncompromising supporters, the late Viee-President
was quickly set down as one in whom there was “ noshadow of turn-
ing.” In every measure llesie;ned to bring back peace by the only
methods then possible to us, Mr. WiLsoN upheld the executive an-
thority with an eager industry which left him no time for eriticism
or carping.

The first reverse to our arms caused many to pause, and some to
doubt and fear. The answer from HENRY WILSON to that disaster was
a request by him to the then Secretary of War for anthority to raise
a regiment for three years. This was eagerly given. And in a very
brief time a splendid body of men came trooping along Pennsylvania
avenne, a8 thoronghly armed and equip as any regiment the world
ever saw. Hisinfluence, aeoondede% the tireless energy of Governor
John A. Andrew, supplied this excelf:ant force ; and then the colonel
laid down his cpinmission to resnme his seat in the Senate, where his
best services conld be given to the country, leaving his second officer
to lead the regiment in the field—a work for which he was especially
fitted and carefully chosen. What followed is a part of the history
of the nation HENRY WiILsON so steadfastly loved. His patriotic
constituents again returned him to this body. And then the conntry
demanded of Massachusetts the son she had delighted to honor, that
he might be yet further exalted. The grateful Republic placed him
at the head of the body in which his life had been so useful and so
honorable. And now we turn aside from the eares and duties of the
hour to record, however feebly and imperfectly, our tributes to his

atriotism, his devotion, his courage, and his purity. The patriot
gone to his reward, and we may gather lessons of wisdom from
his successful and useful life.

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. President, HENRY WILSON was
early removed from parental guidance, but he forfunately possessed a
resolute will and a sober sense of duty, which led to the pursuif of
that course of life which to him, bound to hard labor, seemed best and
which promised the most advantages to the growth of a young man
whose habits had not been rooted in the precions memories of home
example, and whose culture, in the land of schools, had been conspic-
nounsly omitted. His curiosity for reading appears fo have been very
early aronsed and fo some extent gratified, though in a desultory man-
ner. The story of man in all ages, of peace and war, of liberty and
despotism, of civilization and barbarism, and of his own relations to
his maker and to his fellow-men, engaged his attention, and thus,
while yet in obscurity, he laid the foundations for leadership among
men upon the broad prineiples of democratic equality and upon the
!i\'ing sentiment of universal human liberty, which subsequently won
for him national renown.

The late Vice-President belonged to the class of men most commonly
described as self-educated, which, in this instance, as in many others,
means that he had been endowed by nature with something more
than a moderate share of brain-power, energetically supported by
bone and muscle, but had received in his youth little or no artificial
aid from schools. Of this ontfit, however, he wasted nothing. Shun-
ning no labor, his stock of useful information was ever increasing. Itis
no slender encominm npon HENRY WILSON that, as the successor here
of the most classie orator of New England, of one who might have
been called the finished product of enlture and learning, he filled the
place of Senator so well that he was never humiliated by unfavorable
comparisons; and, whatever his deficiencies of scholastic learning
may have been, his merits as a man and Senator were so plainly to
be seen that Massachnsetts, not without other ambitious resources,
four times returned him to this body as the right man in the right
place. With a long term still before him here, at the command of
the nation he took the higher seat of Vice-President.

HexrY WiLsox loved his whole race, and served the race next to
his God. He sought their acquaintance—their approbation—and,
when elevated himself to high positions, gladly mixed with common
people, opening to them a great heart full of sympathy, and they
admired and loved him in return. Rising from the mechanic’s hench,
and as much as St. Paual the master of a trade, he respected labor,
and laborers first saluted him with honors. He spoke to them and for
them, and they were proud of him. If he exalted their destiny he
did not refrain from exposing their fanlts. If they were intemperate
he denounced, not them, but intemperance.  If they were idle, he set
them an example of unflagging industry. If they were laboring for
stinted wages, he urged employers to a more equitable division of
profits. If they were illiterate, he showed how some knowledge conld
be gained by the evening blaze of tallow candles and by the light
which breaks throngh the crevices of the early morning. When he
lashed slavery he had at the same time pity for the slave-holder as
well as the slave. When he lauded freedom he failed not to count the
cost, and knew that it could only be sustained by an increased demand
on the virtue and intelligence of both rulers and people.

In his speeches he never was betrayed into any ambitions use of
langunage, and seldom decorated anything with borrowed scraps. I
was enongh if he was squarely understood, but he was ambitious to
set forth such facts as would snrely find a lodgment in the hearts of
his hearers, and he never grew weary in the ufterance of generous
sentiments in behalf of the poor and the lowly.

In politics he belonged to the party of movement, and believed noth-
ing politically right which to him seemed morally wrong, or that was
susceptible of improvement. He would have men in high places
teach by example. His patriotism was of the broadest character and
always ablaze, and for those who had served their country as soldiers
or sailors there were no wages too high, no pensions not earned, and
no bounties nundeserved.

HENXRY WILSON was nof a philosopher thonghtfully guided by pro-
fonnd research and unyielding logie, nor a wit who surprised and
captivated his hearers with brilliant thoughts, nor was he eminent
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in any special branch of knowledge, and it cost him very little to
change his opinion in matters of mere expediency if he found him-
gelf in error, or if he found later and better supports for a different
opinion ; but when once fully identified with any measure of prinei-

Ye, or with any matter that touched the tender sensibilities of his
];eart, he never deserted i, and had all the courage required fo lead
oven a forlorn hope. If he was incapable of great essays on great
subjects, he never lacked enthusiasm in a great cause, nor the will in
such a caunse to offer himself as the man of all work,” and he came
to the front in shaping and pushing forward events. He was not onl
the earnest adherent of all measures for the advancement of the wel-
fare of mankind, but he made his earnestness contagiouns. He was
for thirty-five years conversant with public men and public affairs,
and this gave elevation to his character and dignity to his career.
He quickly fathomed the general sentiment of the public, and knew
how to organize suceess. Officially he hardly asEired to be great, or
to shine in the routine discharge of his duties, but as ever-stirring
HeNrY WiLsox he was great; great in his confiding simplicity, his
homespun integrity, his nnhounded love of country, and his knowl-
edge of men and their opinions. True, he sought office, but not for
its tmppiu%s and emoluments; he songht it becanse he honestly be-
lieved, with the leverage of power to be obtained, he could be useful
to his country, and seldom has the country been called to mourn fhe
loss of a more unselfish public servant, a more courageous champion
of human rights, or a more devoted lover of his country.

He was on the side of those who won in the contest for the eman-
cipation of a race, and the result marks the age and satisfies a Chris-
tian world; but he never exnlted over those who lost, and carried no
trophies of the contest in his belt and no unspent anger in his bosom.
All he asked was that no step backward should be taken, and that
freemen should have the rights of freemen.

Littlequalified as he might be supposed to have been for the work of
a historian, yet, having selected the great theme of “The Rise and Fall
of the Slave Power in America,” he fortunately was able here to con-
centrate his life-thoughts and to marshal the large array of facts
which had long erowded his memory, or which he gathered with tire-
less industry, in so creditable a manner, so full and so fair, as possi-
bly to make this, thongh left incomplete, the most prominent work
of his life, and the one which may serve longest to perpetuate his
memory and give the most enduring luster to %ﬁs name.

I{e was a peace-maker. Careful himself not to give offense, he was
pained when any strife arose among his associates, and made haste to
obtain, if possible, explanations leading to a restoration of harmony
and good-will. If successful, he at least was made happy. He was
not ashamed of his poverty, and yet never failed to dilate with pride
upon the amplitude of the wealth of his native land. He died poor,
but rich in the greatest of estates—the affections of his countrymen.

Senators, we are witnesses that all of his capabilities, whether of
nature or nurture, were ever actively employed—no fragment of his
strength nor of his time ran to waste. 1f, as it oceurs to most busy
public men traveling toward the undiscovered conntry, his tired hand
left nnfinished some share of his projected work, we know he passed
away in full faith that he was snmmoned to higher work, and, what-
ever he might here leave unwritten, that he would find his own name
in the Book of Life written by a hand divine.

Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. President, I have listened with interest to
the eloquent tributes of respect to the memory of the distingnished
dead which have been offered by the Senators who have preceded me.
From their stand-point little conld be added to their pathos, to their
bheauty, or to their justice; and yet I should feel that my duty were
but half performed if I did not on this oceasion tender to the people
of Massachusetts the heartfelt sympathy and condolence of the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky upon the sad bereavement which, in remov-
ing from our midst the Vice-President of the United States, deprives
that venerable Commonwealth of one of her most distinguished sons.

The life of HENRY WILSON is full of instruetion. It is wonderful
in its incidents; it is novel in its results. Its success is a just and
beautiful commentary on American institutions. It is an example
of their excellence; it unfolds their beneficence ; it illnstrates most
grandly their equality.

His self-exertion was the key to his success. He was born in ob-
scurity amid the wilds and snows of New Hampshire. Withont
friends, withount inflnence, extreme poverty foreed him at an early age
into a close companionship with daily mannal tillage of New Hamp-
shire’s sterile soil. He was cheerful, healthy, manly, contented, and
industrions. His early years were spent in the Spartan simplicity
and purity of New England life. Withont books, he coveted knowl-
cdge. This very want created that very independence of thought
which afterw. became so prominent an element in his life. Seclf-
wrought, self-reliant, HENRY WILSON was molded in that massive
New Hampshire manhood of which Woodbury, and Chase, and Web-
ster were the grander and more conspicuons types.

Snbsequently agricultural labor was exchanged for the manufac-
ture of shoes. In 1855, by self-culture and industry and study, the
shoemaker of Massachusetts becomes the representative of Massachii-
set1s in this Representative Chamber of equals. Seventeen years later
and the humble eobbler of Natick by popular acelaim beecomes Vice-
President of the United States. What a struggle! What an issue!
What a trinmph! What incentives to virtuous and lofty exertion

do the incidents of HENRY WILSON'S life hold ont to the industrions
and friendless youth thronghont the length and breadth of this broad
land! And, as homage is paid to virtue as an incentive to it, how just:
how meet, how proper, that the good, the great, and the noble should
be honored and their names preserved ! :

This is not the time nor am I the person to enter into the consider-

ation of the public character and services of HENRY WILSOX, inter- -

woven as they have been with the history of our country during periods
of intense sectional excitement, incinding as they do a gigantie bloody
civil war., HENRY WILSON was in my judgment more of an enthusiast
and of a politician than of a clear, philosophical, well-balanced states-
man. ige y to him was an extravagant day-dream! Itsvery ex-
cess, without limitation, without restriction, in violation of law, was
with him an accomplishment most earnestly, most constantly, and
most gincerely desired.

Could HENRY WiLsoN have known it there were other states-
men in southern portions of the old thirteen States who, could they
have willed it, wonld have gladly removed slavery. There were
others, too, statesmen and patriots, bright luminaries in the State in
which HENRY WILSON was born, and the State in which he subse-
quently lived, and where he now sleeps, who wounld have rejoiced to
have seen slavery removed. Buntf these wise men would have been
regulated by law. They wounld have taken no step which did not
find its sanction in the Constitution. Such statesmen were part and
parcel of the brave men who won our liberties and then intrenched
them in a system of self-government, binding together in a bond
of constitutional brotherhood the glorious l:)l(lg thirteen States, that
revered American Union which is reflected aboveus with the stand-
ard, shield, and insignia of every State always above ns—that Union
which was born of and created by the Constitution of the United
States ; that Union which its founders from every State of the origi-
nal thirteen solemnly declared and pledged themselves should be per-
petual, but in which the nascent zeal of some of their descendants, I
lament to say, did not coneur. ButI forbear. The life, public char-
acter, and statesmanship of HENrRY WiLsoN will be on another oc-
casion and at another time introsted to other hands. Be mine the
privilege on this mournful occasion to speak only of traits in the
charaeter of the departed which commanded my admiration, and upon
“ihich, now that he is gone, I shall long dwell upon with melancholy
pleasure.

: I knew HENRY WiLsON for eighteen years. When I entered the
Honse of Representatives in 1857 Mr, W;Irwrox had taken his seat in
this Chamber but a short time before. My interconrse was formal but
friendly, When I subsequently entered the Senate in 1871 he received
me with a kindness and a cordiality which I can never forget. The
official conduct of Mr. WILsoN was always unexceptionable. Asa
Senator, he was dignified, urbane, kind, and respectful. As its pre-
siding officer he was just, honest, and impartial, and sought always
to do right. No man could have been more simple and more unosten-
tatious in his tastes, or, as it seemed to me, more self-denying and
frugal in his expenditures. But it is just to say that my intercourse
with Viee-President WiLso~ extended only to public and personal in-
terconrse in these halls. I neverfollowed himinto those eLmr circles
of domestic life where all the virtues and all the affections of the
human heart blossom and entwine themselves around the loved and
dear ones who constitute that charmed circle of home. So far as I
know—so far as I believe—HENRY WrsoN was upright, virtuous,
temperate, just, and, in the latter part of his life, when the meridian
heats of party strife had given way to those clearer and more genial
tints of the descending autumnal sun, his heart seemed to expand,
and, as he more than once told me, its love extended to every section
of the conntry. He said that he was tired of the strife and discord
and sectional alienation with which the Congress of the United States
had of late so much abounded.

But, Mr. President, he is gone—gone from us forever! He died sud-
denly. Hediedin the Capitol. He died withtheharnesson. Hissun
went down without a cloud upon its disk. Its last rays were clear and
bright and tranquil. His spirit, we would fain hope, intrepid and
unterrified, resting with faith upon his Saviour and on his God, was
borne safely through the dark valley of the shadow of death. Peace
to his ashes. :

Senators, death it seems tome, of late years is entering oftener and
more rapidly into this Chamber. Year by year the monitory messages
of death addressed to our frail individnal hnmanity come oftener and
quicker, and they all bear to us but one sad, unwelcome truth—

The paths of glory lead but to the grave.

Mr. INGALLS. * Mr. President, it has been common to allude to the
history of men like HEXRY WILSON as peculiarly American, and to
declare that such careers are possible only under republican institu-
tions. Nothing could be further from the truth. The world has had
few leaders who were born to an inheritance of power. Its real kings
have not been the sons of kings. Its acknowledged monarchs have
not descended from monarchs. The founders of its philosophies have
not been the children of philosophers, nor of its dynasties the heirs
of emperors. The framers of the ereeds, the inventors of the faiths
and veligions of the human race have come from the manger, the
forge, the carpenter’s bench, and not from the church. The great
leaders of its armies have not sprung from warriors; and those who
have written the dramas and pronounced the orations that are immor-




536

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

JANUARY 21,

tal have not inherited their passion nor their eloquence. A pedigree
may be gratifying to pride, but it is not consoling to ambition,

'the' choicest products of nature are developed in her valleys, and
not on her summits; and in the lower social strata we find the origin
of the most successful men.

In the profession of public affairs or statecraft, it may be that the
operation of this universal law is more apparent under a political sys-
" tem like ours, where the hard restrictions and limitations of custom,

precedent, and convention do not prevail; but our history gives ample
illustration of its truth. To discriminate among the living wouald be
ungracious, but if we inquire who among the illustrious servants of
the Republic in the past have most ineffaceably stamped their ideas
and pu upon the institutions and irrevocably shaped the desti-
nies of the nation, the answer would designate those who had not
been favored by birth or fortune. Jackson and Lineoln among the
Presidents, Webster, Clay, and Douglas among the statesmen, are im-
perishably associated with the first century of the Republic. FEmerg-
ing from an obscurity more Emfound than either of these, and reach-
ing an elevation that gives him a permanent position in our history,
HENRY WiILsoN demands to-day the last formal recognition and trib-
ute that his country can extend to his acts and his fame.

The story of his life has been told by his successor, whose powerful
delineation of his character and services has left nothing to be re-
counted save the lessons of his marvelous career, y

It is perhaps not too much to say that he sncceeded less in spite of
his disadvantages than becanse of them. The defects of his training
and scholarship, the laborious poverty of his youth, the hnmble avo-
cations of his early manhood, were favorable to his fortunes. They
kept him on a level with the masses of the people and enabled him to
interpret their purposes with prophetic acenracy. It was by reason
of this that he became a popular orator without being elognent, that
he became a voluminous author without the mlvanmti:aﬂ of prelimi-
nary education, that the men of Massachusetts ignored their patricians
and sent the Natick ecobbler to the Senate, and finally to die in the
Capitol of ?!1-;& nation. ‘3 i i i ot

@ posse, in an eminent degree that peculiar assemblage of phys-
ical,mental, and moral qualities that are requisite to politigal BLLCCESS
in a hPOpnlM vernment. He was from and of the people pre-emi-
nently; not alienated from them by extraordinary endowments or
great wealth or superior culture, but exhibiting only a higher degree
or a more vigorous activity of the virtues and powers that are com-
mon among men, industry, diligence, patience, and sernpulons integ-
rity. So that the great body of citizens in snpporting him seemed to
be indirectly paying a tribute of respect to themselves, and not yield-
ing either a wilfi-lng or reluctant obedience to a superior or raler.

Eut no public man, whatever may be his qualifications, can succeed
unless he identifies himself with some idea or conviction existing in
the minds of the people. He who would lead must follow. And in
this respect the Vwe-%reaidcnt was especially fortunate. He entered
publie life at the comencement of that great revolt of the nationul
conscience against human slavery, and thenceforth he devoted all his
energies to its extinetion. He became one of the great exponents and
representatives of thisidea. It gave form, substance, and complexion
to all his efforts. He mastered its statistics, defined its purposes, and
in the great contest that followed he bore a notable and conspicnous
part. He gave expression to the resolve of the loyal milions that in
the country of Washington the creed of human liberty should not be
an unmeaning formula nor the brotherhood of man an empty dream.

This is the measure of his work and its reward.

Mr. BOGY. Mr, President, I met Mr. Wirson for the first time in
March, 1873, when he administered to me the oath as a Senator. A few
days afterward I called on him at his lodgings to pay him my respects,
aud a short time after this he returned me the visit. This was the ex-
tent of our intercourse, besides exchanging a few friendly words on the
floor of this body. I therefore cannot claim to have known him per-
sonally very well; but his history as a public man is not nnknown to
me, and if is in this character that I desire to speak of him on this oc-
casion. His career was certainly very remarkable, and both suggest-
ive and instruetive. Hewas born in New Hampshire, but it is as a child
of the old State of Massachusetts that he is known to the world. We are
informed that he was born in the humblest station and had no advan-
tages of early education, compelled at the outset of life to learn a trade
80 as to earn his livelihood.

The State in which his lot was cast is known for its wealth, social re-
finement, high education; for its nnmerous menof distinetion in all the
professions, and also for its large number of distingunished public char-
ac many of whom have beenknown to the couuntry as men of the
most exalted abilities. It was among such men and in snch a society
and under such circumstances that he had to make his way, from way
down, up to fame and to distinction, and yet he succe&afuily secured
both. as this the result of accident, of what is vulgarly called
luck, or was it the reward of great intelloctnal gifts? It was neither.
Mere luck will not secure such a prize. Yet there must have been
something in his character to have enabled him to accomplish what
he did accomplish. Luck or favorable circnmstances alone will ae-
complish nothing.

But the existence of favorable circumstances, which exist at some
time or other for all men, in all countries, in all ages, and under all
forms of government, wisely and intelligently understood and firmly

and with a fixed purpose taken advantage of, will lead to fame or for-
tune as may be desired. Menof action—I mean by this that class of men
who acquire either political or military fame—never have acquired or
ever can acquire distinction without favorable circumstances. Wash-
ington wounld have lived as an infelligent and good farmer in Virginia,
and never have been known to the world, withount the cirenmstance of
the American Revolution ; yet this cirenmstance was not of hisereation.
It may be safely said that other men did more at the outset to bring
it abouf than he did; yet he wisely took advantage of it, and it en-
abled him to secure a name and fame without a parallel in the world.
8o it may be said of Cromwell. Without the English revolution he
would have died unknown; yet, taking advantage of if, he ruled nof
only the destines of England but of Europe, and, indeed, of the world
fora time. Soit may be said of Napoleon. Without the French revo-
lution, with the beginning of which he was in no way connected, he
would have lived and died on the island of Corsica; yet, the eircum-
stancs of this great uprising of the French people occurring, he took
advantage of 1t, and Ee too for a time roled the destinies of his coun-
try and of Europe, and acquired a name for military genins and broad
statesmanship unequaled by any one in any age of the world.

The cireumstance which presented itself to Mr. WiLsox was the
slavery question. He saw as he believed—and as events have turned
o, he did so with a remarkable prescience—that it would become the
great question of his day, particularly in his section. He early iden-
tified himself with it, and as it acqunired strength and popularity he
rose with it. Showing at the outsef an intelligent comprehension of
the question, and exhibiting purpose and firmness to rise or fall with
it, its success was his success ; and soit may be said of the three great
characters first mentioned. Had the great events with which they
had linked their destinies failed, they too would have failed.

Thus, Mr. President, it is seen that it is not mere brilliant geniua
and high intellectual endowments which secure the largest prizes in
fame's lottery ; but purpose, will, manhood, coura;io, all presided
aver by i.uf.elfigenca, although this intelligence may be infinitely be-
low that of Lord Bacon. Hence I say that the life of Mr. WILSON is
instructive to the millions of poor and obscure boys, however humble,
who are scattered thronghout this broad land, and surely none can
start from a humDbler position than he did; and as he attained fame
and distinetion, and died holding the second office in this Government,
to which he had been called by a majority of his conntrymen, why
may not many other poor and obscure boys do the same! They
need not fear the want of favorable cireumstances ; they insome shape
or under some peculiar condition exist always in each and every gen-
eration. .

Our epoch will be marked in history for having given birth to three
men, each one of whom was born in such lowly condition as to be
nearly beyond the power of full realization. Yet one of these men
became by election the President of this country, and Yhe two others
were elected to the second highest office—Lincoln, Johnson, and WiL-
soN—all contemporaries, all in publie life at the same time. Many
years ago, in a debate in the House of Representatives some one
said that General Jackson had no education, lil.t Randolph of Roan-
oke replied that this perhaps was trne, but that Jackson knew how
to make his mark. So it may be said of these three men; they had no
edneation, or at least no perfeet education, being all self-tanght, but
each and all have made their mark in indelible characters upon the
pages of our history.

This occasion is Bntﬂ.}gest,ive to me of another great fact—the march
of empire, the spread of our grand system of free government, which
opens its portals wide and broad to all the youths of this country, re-
ﬁ:.rdleus of the advantages of family, wealth, or high social position.

r. WiLsoN was a child of New England. At the time of his birth,
my native State, which I in t;mrl; have the honor to represent on this
floor, was the onthoundary of the Republic, the home of a few French
Canadians, whose forefathers had penetrated more than a hundred
years before the vast wilderness of the West as hunters and trappers—
the true pioneers of the valley of the Mississippi. Missouri was then
in what 18 known as the first grade of territoria Fovurmnent, and had
within its extended boundaries less than thirty thousand inhabitants.
Now it has a population of two millions. The secret of this rapid
growth, this vast extension, is to be found in the beneficent system of
mll)uhlican government, which tells in langnage not to be mistaken to
all the youths of this eountry, the rich andthe poor, the high and the
low, the perfectly educated and the self-educated, that the rewards
and honors of the great Republic belong to all, and will be awarded to
the most meritorious. Like the contest in the garden of the Hesper-
ides, the race is open to all—Athenians, Spartans, Beotians, and Mace-
donians. He who shall prove the swifter in the race will secure the
golden apple.

Mr. President, in conclusion I will say that it is my nature—perhaps
the effect of the circumstances which surrounded my own early life in
the wilderness of the West, among the rugged but honest and brave
pioneers of that country—to entertain a profound admiration for such
charactersas Lincoln, Johnson, and WiLsoN—men who were thearchi-
tects of their own fortunes, and who relied alone on their own brave
hearts and strong arms and a beneficent Government for the fame and
name which they achieved.

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I have had no time or opportunity to
prepare a fitting eulogy ; and I can only utter those thoughts that are
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n?permmt in my mind in regard to HENRY WiLsoN. He was a man
of very marked characteristics, and his public career in some respects
stands ouf from all the statesmen of his day. Born in poverty, as
has been said, having no advantages of early education, without riches
and influential friends to push him forward in the world, he was the
architect of his own fortunes, and it may be said in a very peculiar
sense he fought his battles alone. He had no isans. He cared
little for public patronage; but he relied upon the strength of public
opinion and the principles which he advocated. His t strength
was in his convietions. He was a man of ideas, and relied upon ideas
for his success. He was a man of courage. He dared to follow his
convictions wherever they led him, and he was brave enough to refuse
to fight a duel in this capital at a time when the a‘pi_rit- of duellin
ruled here and heaped ridicule upon every man who refused toacknowl-
edge the “code.”

The world will acknowledge hereafter that HENRY WILSON was
right upon all great questions affecting human liberty and the prog-
ress of the age. His political career was cast at a time when there
was more attention paid to the discussion of the fundamental prinei-
ples of our Government; and the rights of man than to mere economic
questions; and it was in the consideration of such questions that he
({erived his fame. He was not a man of brilliant or showy talents, but
he was a man of great talents, if we can judge bﬂ results accomplished. §
Many aequire reputation for great talents who never achieve any-
thing; but HENrRY WILsoN, without having that reputation, did
achieve great results.

He was essentially a practical man. I was associated with him on
this floor for six years as a Senator, and during all that time I never
knew him to advertise an effort; I never knew him to speak for the
applause of the ﬁallerioa. He Bﬁ(llie milrf to convince the Senate and
to accomplish the Fu.rpme he in view. But, sir, it is doubtful
whether any man of his time had more inflnence upon public opinion
than had HENRY WiLsoN. The country had confidence in his devo-
tion. He was right upon the great questions, and the country will
ix_amtq to believe that. He was a quarter of a century in advance of

1i8 time,

There is one respect in which the character of HENRY WILSON as a
statesman will stand out from the men of his time, and that is as the
representative of the workingmen. Of hnmble origin, brought up to
labor, all his sympathies were identified with that class of our coun-
trymen. Respecting sernpulously the rights of gzo and of cap-
ital, yet it was always his purpose and seemed to is aim to elevate
the laboring men. He desired their education and songht in every
way in his power to alleviate their condition, both male and female.

His life was somewhat lonely, ?ecia.ll‘y the last years of it, going
into society sometimes, but never fondly. He preferred his studies,
and his t object was to complete the work nupon which he wasen-
gaged, The Rise and Fall of the Slave Power. He did not quite
succeed in that purpose. Had he been spared a few months, perhaps
a few weeks longer, the work would have been finished. I have fre-
quently heard him speak of it fondly, and of his great desire to com-
plete it. He wanted to leave that as the literary record of his life.

He was kind hearted. I believe he never enfertained malice. Ido
not remember that I ever heard him speak unkindly of any one, and
while earnestly maintaining the Union and zealous in suppressing the
rebellion, he seemed to entertain no malice toward the men who orig-
inated the rebellion and carried it on. He seemed fo believe his wor
was done when slavery wasabolished and the rebellion was suppressed.
Taking a deep interest in reconstruction, he seemed to believe that
that was a thing to follow as a matter of course, and that victory was
won in the destruetion of slavery and su!:pmmion of the rebellion.

A man of simple character, utterly indifferent to display, and seem-
ingly indifferent to fame, yet undoubtedly keenly alive to the good
opinion of his conntrymen, he has left behind him a memory that
ought to be cherished, and, as has just been said, he is an example to
the youth of our country of what can be accomplished by sound sense,
by industry, by patient devotion to study. .

He was emphatically a self-made man. No man this country has
evor produced was more clearly entitled to that distinction. AsI
before said, he foughti his battles almost alone; he fought without
those aids that often elevate men to power and distinetion. He has
won a great name that will grow brighter and brighter as time passes

Ol

I cherished for him a warm friendship. I met him first in 1855, in
the State of Indiana. It was about the first appearance I had made
in the political field. A public meeting was held in the city of In-
dianapolis on the occasion of the aniversary of the ordinance of 1757;
I think it was on the 13thof July. Ih him make a speech there,
and it was my privilege to follow him in a short address, and he spoke
to me on that day words of kindness and of encouragement that I
shall never forget. A friendship began then which grew stronger and
stronger until he was taken away. I shall personally revere and
cherish the memory of HENRY WiLsON, and so, I believe, will all
who knew him well.

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, it was well said by my friend from
Kentucky that the life of HENRY WILsSON forms a chapter of American
history full of instruetion; it is full «f cheerful instruction, full of
hope to languid patriotism, full of encouragement to ingennous youth.

In his desolate and nuprotected childhood, in the early struggles,

through which his faculties developed into strength and his virtues
hardened into consistency, in the steadfast purpose and the great
results of his manhood, we have an illnstration and a vindication of
free institutions, With no advantages of birth or connection, he
outstripped, in the career of life, those who started with him in the
enjoyment of themall. The strength that he acqnired in overcoming
obstacles that friendly hands had removed from the paths of others
enabled him to meet, with greater vigor, those obstacles which every
man must encounter for himself. Without assistance, at the age when
assistance is most needed, with little sym athy, till he had won a
position that made him independent of if, Rﬂ raised himself to the
second place in the Republic, and, in the minds of many, was designated
for the first.

I do not purpose to delineate his character, or to reconnt the story
of his life. I should only repeat what has been befter said, here and
elsewhere, by those to whom the grateful duty was most appropriate.
Enough that, in an age too much devoted to the pursunit of wealth, he
carried his contempt for money to a fault; that ina time when the Iux-
uriousnessof private life invaded the purity and threatened the safety
of society, he preserved the simple habits that best become a repub-
lican magistrate; that as he had borne adversity without murmuring
and withunconquerable determination, so he bore success with modera-
tion; and that in all his high employments, the possession of power
never provoked him to insolence in the exerciscof it. Iwillnot adduce,
among the evideuces of his merif, that his personal character mainly
escaped calumny, for the best men in public life are not the least
vilified, and political malignity seeks not the justice but the occasion
of assault. But even thut malignity could find little upon which to
fasten its fangs in one whose chief use for money was to give it to
others, and whose only use of power was for the public good.

Nor was the occasion of his death inappropriate to his life. It has
been lamented that the inevitable hour found him away from his
home, and withont the tender ministrations of woman. In this regret
I do not share. Where should the patriot warrior die rather than on
the field of battle or on the slip deck, with the flag of his country
victorious over him ! Where a]ggn d the patriot statesman whose life
has been devoted fo freedom die rather than in the Capitol, whose
uplifted Dome bears aloft the vindicated statue of Liberty.

And home he had none. No man shared more largely in the affec-
tions of the American people; no man was more beloved by his im-
mediate constitnency; but those pleasures which the atest of
American orators placed above all the other immeasurable blessings of
rational existence, above the treasures of science and the delights of
learning and the aspects of nature, even above ernment and
religious liberty, * the transcendent sweets of domestic life,” were no
more for him. Those relations which nature intended for the joy and
therapture of our youth, for the happinessand the embellishment of our
maturer years, for the comfort and consolation of age, had been sev-
ered by the remorseless shears of fate. No eye grew brighter when
he raised the latch that held his lonely dwelling; no ontstretched
arms of wife, noringing laughter of children, welcomed his returning
footsteps when he crossed the threshold over which all that had given
life, and joy, and beauty to that simple abode, and had lighted it up
with a glory not of palaces, had been borne never to return. * He had
nothing left to love but his country. It was proper, then, that he
should die here, here where his test work had been wrought, here
where his greatest trinmphs been achieved, here where his voice
had been raised, till the outer corridors had echoed back his words, for
truth, for justice, for right.

It was proper that from yonder Chamber, to which the suffrages of
his fellow-citizens had carried him, he was borne to his final place of
rest. He entered that town, for the first time, a friendless lad, all his
possessions carried in a bundle which swung lightly in his hand. He
entered it, for the last time, accompanieﬁ by the pageantry of a
nation’s woe, with muffled drums, and arms reversed, and banners
draped in black ; from a thousand heights the flag of his country
drooped at half-mast ; from fort and arsenal and dock-yard the boom-
ing of a single , at solemn intervals, announced the progress of
the sad procession. Tender and loving hands received him; friends
and neighbors, who loved him because he was good, even more than
they admired him becanse he was greaf, stood tearfully around his
open ve. The bleak winds of a New England winter eame down
from his native hills, and moaned his requiem through the leafless
trees. And there, with swelling hearts, but with unfaltering trust in
the eternal promises of God, they laid his manly and stalwart form
to mingle with the dust of his kindred.

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the life and work of the late Vice-
President were in all cts so remarkable that they challenge the
stndy and admiration of the American pml'ale. The biography of
distingnished men, the richest of a nation’s treasures, will yield
large space to the one, and the record of at and noble achieve-
ments, a nation’s proudest monument, will comprehend the full
measure of the other. And yet, to the most intimate friend and com-
panion, the lesson is not easy. That life so fitly closed in the Capitol
of the nation to whose salvation and glory it was consecrated, and
that work so graciously terminated at the goal of all his desires, have
neither prototype nor parallel. Each stands out alone by itself, and
is unlike any other that has gone before or survived it. He lived from
infancy to the end as no other man has lived. He worked, from his
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first entrance into publie life till his departure, as no man ever worked
before him. He was a creation, a specialty, a force all by itself, and

et ever in the midst and always potent. No one counld tell how he
iml attained to this individuality,and yet no one would correctly eal-
culate the resultant of the ever multi'illie(l and conflicting influences
bending political oHinion who ignored this factor.

Of so obscure and humble an origin that whenever friendless pov-
erty songht for a type or representative, his name was spoken before
any other; of a public life so pure and upright amid temptation and
sin that his example was held up for imitation before all others; de-

wrived of opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge as no other
in youth or manhood, he nevertheless songht ont or ereated them, and
availed himself of a breadth of study far more than others to whom
opportunities come unbidden and among whom learning scatters her
treasures with the most lavish hand. He stndied men more than
books, and his eduecation came from personal contact with the praeti-
eal aftairs of life, and not from the study of other men’s acquisitions
in knowledge. His whole life bore unmistakable evidence of the
school in which its lessons were learned. Tested by the standard of
those the world calls learned he was no scholar, but tried by that
which the world calls safe, practical, useful, he was wise beyond his
generation.  While he read books some and profited much by their pe-
rusal, he read men more and thereby gathered a larger knowledge o
the practical duties of life than it was possible for him to have ac-
quired in any other way.

He had not genins, but he had what is more certain of success, in-
dustry and fidelity, and their rewards erowned his endeavors. No one
can understand or properly estimate his character or career except by
a study of the elements which formed the one and furnished the instru-
mentalities which wrought out the other. It wasim ible that he
should be like other men, because the very food which was his neces-
sity the multitude of men shun or escape. And thus it is that only
by a proper study of the school in which the heart and head of HENRY
WiLsox were developed can be found the key to that remarkable life
anid noble work whose sublime termination we seek by these cere-
monies this day to commemorate.

The world npon which he first opened his eyes was an utterly bar-
ren waste, and nowhere, in all his journey throngh it, did any green
thing glaii(len his sight which his own hands did not plant and his
own fidelity water till it bore its legitimate fruit; nowhere an oppor-
tunity for improvement or work, nor an instrumentality for the ac-
complishment of good, which his own courage and mdomitable will
did not pluck from the very jaws of an adverse fate. And thus he
wias never educated jfor his life-work, but only in and by if, snd he

w to fitness for it, and to a marvelous power in it, just as the right
arm of the blacksmith grows strong throngh the very blows it strikes.

When taste led him into polities in l&g he was without education
in publie affairs, without experience as a speaker or any of the natural
gifts of an orator. But he had convictions. He believed that, under
a Government by and for all, it was the duty of all to study and tfo
understand their relations to it and their duties and obligations under
it, and in that sense to be politicians—honest, earnest aﬁgremives poli-
ticians. And in teaching others he tanght himself, till e became one
of the most efficient politieal teachers and leaders in his generation.
The logic of the schools and the arts of the rhetorician he never
studied and never knew, but of the logic of events and the eternal
fitness of things he seemed to have intuitive knowledge, and in the
enforcement of their lessons he was remarkably effective. e had
the courage of his convictions, and he followed them, sometimes,
thongh seldom, into the wrong, but still he followed them fearlessly,
across party lines, into strange company, into seeming inconsistencies,
and into danger if need be. Wherever they led there he followed.

Mr. WirsoN was a hater of slavery and every sort of oppression
and infringement on human rights from his boyhood. He counld not
have been otherwise without being false to himself and all the expe-
riences of his life. War on these wrongs became to him a mission,
and he took upon himself its work with vows and covenants, never
faltering so long as there was work to do. He subordinated to it all
party ties and relations, keeping company with political associates
and acknowledging fealty to political organizations only so long as
this higher purpose of his life could, in his opinion, be promoted
thereby. This led him to become a disturhing element, disorganizing
old parties and organizing new ones. He was arevolutionist in poli-
tics, and bore a conspicuous part in every great political revolt exist-
ing orgamzations have encountered in his time. He first came upon
the stage as a young whig orator in the great political revolution of
1840 and participated actively and efficiently in the memorable cam-
paign which in that year brought the whig party into power. With
more zeal, as he grew in years and in mtranth, did he lead in 1848in
the organization of the free-soil party for the destruction of both the
whig and demoecratic parties. In 1851 and 1852 he was the master-
spirit of a coalition between the free-soil and democratic parties in
his own State in a successful campaign against the whig party of
that State, dislodging it from power and dividing the offices between
the allies, placing Mr. Sumner in the Senate and a democrat in the
governor’s chair. In 1854, he was one of the leaders in the organiza-
tion of the American party of that day, which overwhelmed in a com-
mon defeat the whig, democratic, and republican parfies, carrying
down, by his own efforts, his own name at the head of the republican
ficket for governor of the State. By this party he was himself elected

to the Senate of the United States. In 1855, he again led, in the
couneils of that same American party at Philadelphia, a revolt which
dismembered and disbanded it on its first attempt to control national
politics ; and in the following year he was found earnest and fore-
most in the work of organizing and preparing the present national
republican party for its ultimate trinmph in 1860. With this party
in its avowed work he continued to act during the remainder of his
life. He had often in those years to answer the charge of vacilla-
tion and inconsistency and a desire for office and power regardless of
the means used for their attainment. He met nrl these accusations
with the hold announcement that, with him, neither place nor power
nor party was anything but means to an end beyond and above them
all, and that he would never seek nor serve either exeept for the at-
tainment of that end. Heontlived many years the adverse criticisms
and enmities this course engendered ; and, as in later years, amid the
great events in which he bore so prominent a part, his untiring zeal
and absolute devotion to the political elevation of the down-trodden
stood ont to be read of all men, the general pnblic judgment accorded
to him a sincerity, sagacity, and statesmanship in these frequent
changes of politicaf relations which were not universally conceded at
the time of their oceurrence.

Mr. WiLsox rose rapidly from his first entrance into publie life in
1240. He was a member of the lower house of the Massachusetts
Legislature by repeated elections, four times a senator, and twice the
presiding officer of that body. He was also a leading and influential
member, among the ablest men of the State, of the constitutional con-
vention of 1853. He was several times candidate of the party with
which he acted for governor of the State and for Representative in
Congress. In 1855, in one of those remarkable political revolutions
before alluded to, he was elected Senator of the United States, and
took his seat in this body in Febrnary of that year. By repeatod
and nearly unanimous re-efections he held the office of Senator eight-
een years, and resigned it only to assume the duties of the oftice of
Vice-President, to which he had been elected in 1572, and which he
held till his death in the National Capitol on the morning of the 22l
of November last.

How he acqunitted himself in the many positions of publie trust
and responsibility to which he was repeatedly called by his own State
the people of Massachusetts bear testimony to-day in the sincere
monrning which fills all hearts, and in the universal feeling of irrep-
arable loss which finds expression in all her borders. How he bore
himself in this broader field and nnder the weightier responsibilitics
and graver duties which the place and the times devolved ullmn him
is personally known io many of yon, Senators, before whom he went
in and ont daily in the patient and self-sacrificing performance of the
work allotted him, and is now commended by a universal public
jndgment. He entered this body six years before the war; years of
civil strife and commotion ripening into rebellion ; years big with the
great events and greater consequences of that national conflict. On
the one side were arrayed Jefferson Davis, Toombs, Hunter, Butler,
Benjamin, and their compeers, if not as yet menacing, . ertainly in-
tense, bitter, and nuncompromising. With them, by party affiliation,
thongh not in sympathy, and vainly struggling against the current of

warty policy, were Cass and Douglas.  On the other side, with whom
WiLsoN took his place, were, in the early morning of the struggle,
Clayton, Crittenden, and Bell ; and, all through its heat and burden,
Wade, Fessenden, Trombull, Hale, and his own great colleagune, Mr.
Snmner. The world has seldom, if ever, witnessed a more imposing
array. Among the questions debated and determined were the repeal
of the Missouri compromise, the Dred Seott deeision, the foreing of
slavery into Kansas and a government of slave-holders upon her peo-
Ele, the hunting of fugitives from slavery in free States, and other

indred measures, involving the very existence of the Republic. Never
has the world listened to a debate on which were staked such mo-
mentons issnes. Among these great men and in these great argn-
ments Mr. WILSON was neither silent nor weak, but earned a national
reputations He was placed at the head of the Military Committee of
this body at the beginning of the war, when its responsibilities and
duties assnmed an importance never known before. The records of
the Senate and the contemporaneons testimony of the high officials
who leaned on this committee for support in the exigencies of tho
war furnish ample evidence of the great ability and marvelons in-
dustry with which he met the difficult and delicate questions aud
incessant labors of this new position.

The close of the war bronght to Mr. WiILsoN no release from active
public service. He supported earnestly and most efficiently that
series of great measures rendered necessary in the rehabilitation of
the rebel States, and which ultimately wronght those grand changes
in the organie law of the land that will ever mark this period as an
epoch in the world’s history., Some of the most important of these
measures originated with him, and in the final shape and reach of
others may be traced the wise and practical counsel, never stumbling
over forms nor missing the substance, which so characterized all his
work. The complete history of the Republic during the eventful years
of his service here—a history not-yet written—will alone do justice
to the indefatigable endeavors and the broad and patriotic statesman-
ship of HENRY WILsoN, and to its judgment his name and fame ma
be safely committed.

The personal character of Mr. Wirsox was full of noble qualities,
endearing him to his friends while living and making his memory a
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constant delight. Kindness of heart seemed to mellow his whole
nature. There was in him neither selfishness, nor envy, nor hate, and
only generosity, charity, and good-will. He wounld empty his pockets
and borrow of his neighbor to relieve soffering humanity atrﬁt.chinF
out its hands at the corners of the streets. He would toil and travel,
day and night, without recompense or hope of reward, if thereby he
conld contribute to lift the humble and the lowly to manhood and its
opportunities. With physical strength and mental vigor was spent for
others his substance also, and when he died he left in all less than
the value of one year's salary. Underneathall these gentle qualities
there lived a personal courage which never quailed in the face of
danger. When, under a dispensation now, thank God, forever passed
away, his distinguished colleague, for words spoken in debate, fell
upon the floor of the Senate Chamber beneath the bludgeon of one
mad with the fury of the times, Mr. WiLsoN, though one of the
youngest Senators in service, and yet hardly known to those among
whom he stood, denounced in his place the assault as * brutal, mur-
derous, and cowardly.” And then, in answer to achallenge from the
assailant himself, he had the ater courage to defy both him and
the barbarous code behind which such men skulk in words which
will live as long as the history of those dark times and darker deeds
shall be read of men. From that hour till the day broke npon a
regenerated Republic he carried hislife in his hand ; but never, to save
that life, did he deviate a hair’s breadth from the line of his duty.

The gratitude of the Commonwealth whose commission in the pub-
lie service he bore so long and with such signal fidelity and ability,
and her grief at his loss, would bid me speak many things I must
leave unsaid. A personal admiration of his life and work, joined
with an nninterrupted and confiding friendship of many years, has
already extended the language of eulogy beyond the proper limits of
this occasion. The rest must be left to the history of the times in
which he lived, and of the Republic to whose true glory his life was
consecrated.

Mr. President, it is appointed unto all men once fo die, and an nn-
timely death overtakes no one, however inscrutable to mortal vision
is the dispensation. But we seem to see clearly, even now, that this

t change came to Mr. WiLson in the fullness of time. In the
ﬁ('.me battle of life he had won the victory, The work to which he
had sef apart that life was done; for his countrymen were all free,
were all equal before the law, and were at peace with the world and
with one another, He died full of years, of honors, and in the blessed
hope of a glorions immortality. His mission here had indeed ended.

‘We cannot turn, however, from the contemplation of alife sohumble
and lowly in its beginning, so full of patriotic endeavor and noble
achievement throngh all its progress, and so illustrions in its end,
\&"iiih:mt reverently exclaiming, Surcly the ways of man are fashioned of

And now, Mr. President, as a further mark of respect to the dis-
tinguished dead, so recently our Presiding Officer, I move that the
Senate adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and (at two o’clock and fifty-one min-
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

FRIDAY, January 21, 1876.

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
L. L. TOWNSEND.
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.
PRIVATE-BILL DAY.

The SPEAKER. The first business in order is the calling of com-
mittees for reports of a private nature,and the morning hour begins
at ten minutes after twelve o'clock.

LEE V8. RAINEY.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, from the Committee on Elections, moved
that the papers in the contested-election case of Lee vs. Rainey, from
the first congressional district of South Carolina, be orde to be
printed.

The motion was agreed to.

GIRLS' REFORM SCHOOL, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. HAMILTON, of New Jersey, from the Committee on Appropria-
tions, moved it be discharged from the further consideration of the
bill (H. R. No. 718) providing for purchase of site and construction of
buildings for the Girls’ Reform School in the District of Columbia,
and the same be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds.

The motion was agreed to

BOUNTY TO DRAFTED MEN.

Mr. WELLS, of Missouri, from the same committee, moved that it
be dia{:hm'ied from the forther consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 723)
:limutin%t e payment of the same bounty to drafted men as to volun-
teers under section 12 of an act making appropriations passed July 23,
1866, and the same be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

The motion was agreed to,

J. C. CLENDENIN.

Mr. SINGLETON, from the same committee, moved it be discharged
from the further consideration of a communication from the Sixth An-
ditor of the Treasury concerning the claim of J.C.Clendenin for carry-
ing the United States mail in North Carolina, and the same be referred
to the Committee on Claims.

The motion was agreed to.

REFUNDING COTTON TAX.

Mr. BLOUNT, from the same committee, moved it be discharged from
the futher consideration of the memorial of the Legislature of Arkan-
sas, asking Congress to pass an act refunding the cotton tax, and the
same be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.
~ The motion was agreed to.

SHEPHERD & BOHRBAUGH.

Mr. HALE, from the same committee, moved it be discharged from
the further consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 322) for the relief of Shep-
herd & Bohrbangh, and thesame be referred to the Commmittee on Claims.

The motion was agreed to.

EXPENSES OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Mr, HALE also, from the same committee, reported back adversely
a bill (H. R. No.:155) making appropriations for the expenses of the con-
stitntional convention of Eolnmﬂo Territory, and moved the same be
laid on the table. -

The motion was agreed to. ;

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
laid on the table; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

CHANGE OF REFERENCE.

Mr. AINSWORTH, from the Committes on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads, reported back the following bills; and the committee
were :Iischarg,ed from the further consideration of the same, and they
were referred to the Committee on Claims:

The bill (H. R. No. 305) for the relief of Timothy Baker, of Saint
John's, Michigan;

The bill (H. R. No. 818) for the relief of Samuel Grove, postmaster
at Mexico, Missouri;

The bill (H. R. No. 787) to authorize an allowance of $6,842.15 in
settlement of the accounts of James 8, Dunning, deceased, late post-
master at Atlanta, Georgia;

The bill (H. R. No. 422) for the relief of Williamm McIndoe, post-
master at Lonaconing, Alleghany County, Maryland; and

The bill (H. R. No. 146) for the relief of the heirs of Chauncey M.
Lockwood, contractor for carrying the United States mails.

JUDGE WILSON M'CANDLESS.

Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee on the Jundiciary, reported back,
with the recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R, No. 219) to
permit the judge of the district court of the United States for the
western district of Pennsylvania to retire.

The bill was read. It extends and makes applicable the provisions
of section 714 of the Revised Statutes to Hon. Wilson McCandless,
Jjudge of the district conrt of the United States for the western district
of Pennsylvania, in consequence of his physical disability, notwith-
standing he has not attained the age of seventy years.

Mr. HOLMAN. That bill ought to go to the Committee of the
Whole on the Private Calendar. All bills which propose to increase
expenditure shonld be first considered in Committee of the Whole.

f’FErEI SP;:‘AKER. Does the gentleman from Indiana make that point
of order

Mr. HOLMAN. I withhold the
an explanation is made by the chairman of the committee.

Mr. KNOTT. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to say only a few words in ex-
planation of this bill. As gentlemen are aware, under the provisions
of the seven hundred and fourteenth section of the Revised Statutes
any jndge of the United States who has served ten years and attained
the age of seventy years may retire from office, and receive for the
remainder of his natural life the same salary as that to which he may
be entitled at the date of his resignation. Judge McCandless, for
whose benefit this bill has been introduced, has not yet attained the
is_{go of seventy years, being only, I believe, sixty-six years of age.

e has nevertheless been in the public service for over twenty years,
during all of which time he has distingunished himself for his fidelity,
for his purity, and for the ability with which he has discharged the
duties of his office. For over a year, however, he has been laboring
under paralysis, which has affected his h to that extent that it is
almost impossible for him to discharge the dunties of his office.

I have recently had the opportunity of speaking with the jndge of
the cirenit court, with the marshal of that district, and with a lar
majority of the members of the bar. They unanimously urge the

assage of this bill as an act of justice to a long-tried and faithfunl pub-
ic servant, who has worn himself out in the service of the Govern-
ment, and who must perforee retire, and that npon but limited means.
hope there will not beadissenting voice from the passage of this bill.

Mr. CONGER. How long has he served as judge ?

Mr. KNOTT. For over twenty years, as I am informed.

Mr. CONGER. In the same position ?

Mr. KNOTT. In the same position, as judge of the district court

int of order, if I may do so, until
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for the western district of Pennsylvania. I am informed that the
bill passed the House unanimously at the last session, but failed for
want of time in the Senate.

Mr. LAWRENCE. I dislike very much to say anything in opposi-
tion to a bill of this desﬂript.ion.“f would not (fo so if I did not con-
ceive that it would be making a very bad precedent, one which might
be very troublesome hereafter. We have a general law which pro-

- vides that judges who have served tem years and have reached the age
of seventy may retire upon a pension or salary for life. I voted against
that bill when it was pending in Congress hecause I thought it very
dangerous that we should begin the work of pensioning civil officers
The British government has a very large amount of pensions on its
civil list, and it has become enormously expensive to that government.

Until recently we have never pensiunadp;iny civil officer. That gen-
eral law, however, did provide for casesof that sort. Since that time
we have passed some special bills pensioning particular judges. I
have deemed it my duty to vote against every one of them. Ido not
doubt the faithful services of the gentleman whom this bill proposes
to retire upon a pension; but I simply desire to invite the attention
of the House to it as a precedent which may become dangerous and
as one which I think we onght not to establish. @ bill will
not pass.

Mr. STEVENSON. I ask that the bill may be again read.

The bill was again read.

Mr. KNOTT. As I remarked before, the majority in Conﬁ'mss a
few years ago deeined it wise to make a provision that the ju of
the United States upon reaching the age of seventy years migﬁsre-
tire upon their pay after h&\'in%’ served ten years. that was jnst,
if that was wise, it is impossible for me to conceive of the injustice
or the want of wisdom in passing this bill for the relief of a faith-
ful servant who has served us over twenty years,and who lacks but
three or four years at the outside of reaching the age preseribed by
the statute.

What can be attained by rejecting the bill? We either force him
to retire from his position now in poverty or to remain in the judge’s
place four years longer, to the great detriment of the publie interest,
As to the propriety of a civil pension-list, this side of the Honse is
not respousible. We have it upon our statute-books already, and the

resent bill is simply to extend its benefit to one who, if any judge
in the United States has ever merited that benefit, is certainly enti-
tled to it. I ask for the previous question.

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope, before the gentleman calls the previous
question, he will allow me a moment.

Mr.STEVENSON. Iwould like toinquire the age of Judge McCand-
less and how long he has held this position.

Mr. KNOTT. 1 have already said that he has served for twenty
years or more as distriet judge of the western district of Pennsylva-
nia. He is now sixty-six, or in his sixty-sixth year, as I am ihformed.

Mr. HOLMAN. Itrustthe gentleman will now allow me a moment.

Mr. KNOTT. Certainly.

Mr. HOLMAN. I think, Mr. Speaker, that no act ever passed Con-
gress so entirely opposed to the genius of our Government as this one
authorizing a eivil-pension list. In the early days of the Republic
such legislation was really deemed impossible, as the history of the
country shows. This act was a few years ago; it sprang up
in that unsettled period of our E‘gislat.ion at the instance of the other
side of the Chamber. Now, that measure, so full of serious objection,
is 1)1'0]]1:}51341 to be extended in its effects, when most gentlemen believe
that the original law was wrong and all believe it to be excessively
liberal in its provisions. This is, I think, the first instance—it may be
possibly the second—where the law has been made more liberal than
its original terms were. Against this I object. Having been opposed
to the original measure, I trust that no private consideration, no per-
sonal motives, emanating from high character and excellence, shail be
allowed to extend a bad law, an unwise measure, further than its
original provisions went. I am aware, sir, that very few gentlemen
have held positions on the Federal bench with more honor to them-
selves and credit to the country than the judge of the western district
of Pennsylvania. This is conceded by all. But I do regret that an
attempt is now made to extend the provisions of that law beyond its
original terms. I regret it, and for one I shall feel compelled to vote
against this bill.

Mr. KNOTT. 1 yield now for a moment to my colleague on the
committee from Maine, [ Mr. FRYE.] H

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say just one word in answer
to the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. LAW]U".‘SCE,]‘fOI‘ the purpose of in-
dicating that the republicans on the Judiciary Committee do not unite
or accord with him in relation to this propesition, and also one word
in reply to the gentleman from Indiana.

Mr. LAWRENCE. It is not a party question at all.

Mr. FRYE. SinceIhavebeen in the Congress of the United States,
at each session of Congress a proposition has been made and urged
vehemently that the salaries of judges of district courts should be
raised ; that they were not sufficiently paid for the service rendered.
The question has been presented before the Jndiciary Committee, and
my impression is that an increase of salary has been reported on fa-
vorably by that committee. The opposition to the bill was this: To
be sure the salaries are not high. But when these judges arrive at
the age of seventy years they retire with a reasonable salary, a rea-
sonable provision made for them. That answer has been considered

I hope

sufficient by the House, and the proposition to increase the salaries of
these judges has been defeated. Now here, sir, is a judge of fine
abilities, as I understand, who has served for twenty-three yoars, and
now, in his old age, without any pm{mrty whatever, he is incapa-
ble of further service by a visitation of God of paralysis. He is now
compelled to retire. If he retires to-day, he has been receiving a sal-
ary just sufficient to support him and his family, and he gets no
advantage from the pension provided for ‘i‘mlgas who retire at sev-
enty years of age. He goes out of office without anything to support
himself and his family. I submit to the House that there is no dan-
ger in a precedent like this. This man is entitled to his pension as
though he had served up to the day he were seventy ; and I hope the
House will vote in favor of the proposition.of the gentleman froms
Kentucky, and relieve this man and give him his salary.

Mr. KNOTT. I yield now for a moment to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, [ Mr. HOPKINS. ]

Mr. HOPKINS. I desire, sir, to say but a few words in favor of the
passage of this bill. I have known the distinguished gentlemen men-
tioned in the bill from my boyhood. For twenty-odd years I have
practiced before him. And I am glad to know that his reputation for
integrity and ability hasextended throughout our broad Union. But
I desire to add one further remark to all that has been said. The im-
mense amount of labor that has been imposed npon Judge McCandless,
no gentleman, perhaps, outside of his district can realize. The enor-
mous number of bankrupt cases and internal-revenue eases coming
before him have surpassed almost any distriet in the United States.
Judge McCandless has literally worn himself out in the service of his
country, and is without any fortune. He has given the best years of
his life to the service of the United States, and I think it would be an
un ions thing to turn him onf in his advanced years with his phys-
ical infirmities, withont the provision made for those who, at a cer-
tain age, whether disabled or not, have ample provision made for them
by the United States. As was said by the gentleman from Kentucky,
[Mr. KxoTT, ] this bill passed the House during the last Congress with-
out opposition, and it wounld have passed the Senate, but Judge Me-
Candless, hoping that his physical disabilities would be removed, and
that he would still be able to serve the Government, wrote to the Sen-
ators from our State begging them to prevent the passage of the bill.
He now feels, sir, that he is unable to discharge his duties, and hence
he hopes that this bill will pass, and I trust that it will pass by a unan-
imouns vote.

Mr. CONGER. 1 ask the gentleman from Kentucky to yield to me
for a moment.

Mr. KNOTT. I will do so.

Mr. CONGER. There is this consideration in regard to the busi-
ness of this distriet which perhaps may have some weight with the
House: Under the law as it now exists this judge is not compelled
either to resign or to retire, and there is no one to perform the duties
of that office in that district unless other district judges volunteer o
perform them or the circuit judge is able to doso. I think that this
consideration in this case should have some weight with this House.
This bill should pass in order that this judge may be enabled to re-
tire and some other judge be appointed who can perform the duties
of the district. =

Mr. KNOTT. I now call the previous gqnestion on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The question was taken ; and upon a division there were—ayes 113,
noes 40.

So the previous question was seconded.

The question was then taken upon ordering the main question ; and
upon a division there were—ni[r 97, noes 42; no quornm voting.

Tcll((‘:]l‘li were ordered; and Mr. KNxoTT and Mr. HorMaxN were ap-

ointed.
! The House %n divided ; and the tellers reported that there were—
ayes 112, noes

8o the main question was ordered, which was upon ordering the
bill to be engrossed and read the third time.

Mr. HAMILTON, of New Jersey. I ask for the yeas and nays on
this question. 1 want to record my vote against a civil-pension list.

Mr. HOLMAN. I would suggest that the yeas and nays be taken
upon the passage of the bill.

Mr. HAMILTON, of New Jersey. I do not object to that.- . .

The bill was then ordered to be en 1 and read a third time;
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. ;

The question was upon the passage of the bill.

Mr. l}.AMJ_LTON, of New Jersey. I now ecall for the yeasand nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The question was then taken ; and there were—yeas 145, nays 101,
not voting 44, as follows :

YEAS—Messrs, Ainsworth, Ashe, Atking, George A. Bagley, William H. Baker,
Banks, Banning, Barnum, Bass, Blackburn, Blaine, Blair, Bliss, Boone, Bradley, John
Young Brown, William R. Brown, Buckner, Ioratio C. Burchard, Ssmuel D. Buar-
chard, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, Caulfield, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B.
Clark, jr., of Missonri, Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, Conger, Cook, Cowan. Danford,
Durmllz Davy, Dunnell, Durham, Eames, Egbert, ml&, hvnml. Farwell, Foster,
Frankl Frost, Fryve, Garfield, Gauze, Gibson, Goode, Iiale, Iaralson,
Fxon,l]s:min W. Harris, Hathorn, Hendee, Hereford, Abraham 8. Hewitt, Hoar, Hoge,
Ho Hubbell, Hurlbut, Hyman, Thomas L. Jones, Kasson,
Kehr, Kelley, KmhnmL iing, Knott, Lamar, George M. Landers, Lane, Levy,
Lewis, Luttrell, Lynch, Lynde, Levi A. Mackey, Malish, MaDill, Metcalfe, Money,
Monroe, Morey, Morgan, Mutchler, Nagsh, Norton, (' Brien, O'Neill, Page, P'atrsons,
Payne, John F. Plulips, Piper, Plaisted, Platt, Powell, Pratt, Rainoy, John Reilly,
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Rice, John Robb Roberts, Robinson, Sobieski Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Sayler,
Schleicher, Seelye, Sheakley, Sinnickson, Slemons, Smalls, Starkweather, Strait,
Stenger, Throckmmorton, Martin I. Townsend, Washington Townsend, Turney, Van
Vorhes, John L. Vance, Waddell, Alexander 8. Wallace, John W, Wallace, War-
ren, Erastus Wells, G, Wiley Wells, White, Wigginton, Wike. Andrew Williams,
Alpheus 8. Willi Charles . Willinms, Jeremiah N, Williams, William B.
Wlpllmma, Alan Wood, jr., Woodburn, and Yeatea—145.

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Baghy, John H. Bnﬁle{’, iil". John H. Baker,
Ballou, Bell, Blount, Bradford, Bu.r]eigh, (’J‘ah:ll. John H. Caldwell, William P.
Caldwell, Candler, Cate, Chapin, Cox, Crounse, Culberson, Cutler, Davia, De Bolt,
Dibrell, Donglas, Edan, Faulkner, Felton, Forney, Fort, Fuller, Glover, Goodin,
Gunter, Andrew H. Hamilton, Robert Hamilton, ih.nlmborgh. Henry R. Harris,
John T. Harris, ison, Hartridge, Hartzell, Haymomd, Henderson, Goldsmith
W. Hewitt, Holman, Hooker, Frank Jones, Joyce, Franklin Landers, Lapham, Law-
rence, Magoon, MeFarland, McMahon, Miller, Milliken, Mills, Neal, New, Oliver,
Phelps, W%lii.um A, Phillips, Poppleton, Potter, Randall, 'Hdﬁﬂl.{ms;nn,lmﬂd'la, Will-
iam M. Robbins, Miles Ross, Savage, Scales, Singleton, A. Herr Smith, William E.
Smith, Southard, Sparks, Springer, Stevenson, Stone, Tarbox, Teese, Terry, Thomp-
son, Thomas, Thﬂmhnr-rh,gl'ufm, Robert B. Vance, Waldron, Walling, “_’h_lt.ehlmse.
Whiting, Whitthorne, \?ﬂ]ard. James Williams, James D, Williams, ’Wllha, Benja-
i James Wilson, Fernando Wood, and Young—101.

G—Messrs. Beebe, Bland, Bright, Campbell, Chittenden, Crapo,
Denison, Dobbins, Durand, Ely, Hancock, Hatcher, Hays, Henkle, Hill, Hunter,
Hunton, Hord, Jenks, Kimball, Leavenworth, Lord, Edmund W. M. Mackey, Mae-
I)c?ulf;nl.l MeCrary, Meade, Morrison, Odell, Packer, Pierce, Purman, James B.
Teeilly, Schumaker, Stowell, Swann, Tucker, Charles C. B. Walker, Gilbert C.
Wnlliyer, Walls, Walsh, Ward, Wheeler, Wilshire, and Woodworth—44.

So the bill was passed.

During the call of the roll,

Mr. HENDEE said: I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. DEN-
1SON, is absent on account of sickness. [ )

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.

A message in writing from the President of the United States was
communicated to the House by Mr. L. P. LUCKEY, his Private Secre-
ttug, who also informed the House that the President had approved
and signed bills of the House of the following titles:

An act (H. R. No. 282) to declare the road leading from Concordia,
Kentucky, to Mooleyville, Kentucky, a post-road; and

An act (H. R. No. 283) to change the name of the steamboat Tom
Jasper, of Saint Louis. :

3.65 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BONDS.

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to make a report which under the call of
committees this morning would not have been strictly in order. It
is a matter of t importance, and I desire to submit it now to the
House. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropriations to re-
port back, with a negative recommendation, House bill No. 815, for
the payment of the interest of the 3.65 bonds issued under the act of
Congress, approved June 20, 1874, entitled “An act for the government
of the District of Columbia, and for other ses.” In connection
with this negative report I desire to state that it comes from the com-
mittee without any dissent. 4
5 The committee are of opinion that the Government of the United

tates—

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. Will the gentleman allow the ques-
tion to be stated from the Chair, so that we may know what action is
asked of the House {

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RAN-
DALL, ] chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, reports back
by order of that committee, with an adverse recommendation, the bill
of the House on the subject of the payment of the 3.65 bonds of the
District of Columbia.

Mr. WOOD, of New York. I hope it will be reported before the
gentleman Erooeeds.

Mr. CONGER. I makethe point that this bill must go to the Com-
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. RANDALL. It is too late to make that point.

Mr. CONGER. This is the first time there has been an opportunity
to raise the point.

The SPE R. The Chair sustains the point of order.

Mr. RANDALL. I hope the gentleman will not insist on the point.
This is an important matter fo a great number of persons, and its
consideration will take but a moment. The committee make a nega-
tive recommendation; but they desire that 1should make a statement
so that by our action the value of these bonds may not be in any man-
ner impaired, but that on the contrary, by what passes here in refer-
ence to this subject, the credit of the lsishrict may be strengthened.

Mr. HOAR. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will consent
to let this matter go over till Monday. I understand that there will
be considerable debate on it.

Mr. RANDALL. If gentlemen had allowed me to go on with my
statement I shonld have been throngh by this time.

Mr. HOAR. There are other gentlemen, I understand, who wish to
speak on the guestion.

Mr. CONGE I insist on my tﬁnm of order.

Mr. RANDALL. I withdraw the report.

HARBOR OF VEEMILLION, OHIO.

The SPEAKER, by unanimons consent, laid before the House a com-
munication from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a
resolution of the House of the 12th instant, the report of Lieutenant-

Colonel C. E. Blunt, United States Engineers, on the harbor of Ver-
million, Ohio ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce.

WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication from
the secretary of the Washington National Monument Society, frans-
mitting a petition, signed by 15,000 citizens of the United States, for
the completion of the monument; which was referred to the Commit-
tee on the Centennial Celebration and the proposed National Census
of 1875,

WASHINGTON AND GEORGETOWN RAILWAY.

The SPEAKER also, laid before the House a communication from
the president of the Washington and Georgetown Railway, fransmit-
ting, in compliance with section 16 of the act of incorporation, a report
of the operations of the company for the year endjngDIJwembar 31,
1875; which was referred to the Committee on the Disfrict of Co-
lombia.

UNITED STATES AND CUBA.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a message from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of
the House of the 17th instant, a report from the Secretary of State, in-
cloging correspondence between the Government of the United States
and Spain in relation to the island of Cuba ; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

CAROLINE M. PURVIANCE AND FRANCIS WYETH.

On motion of Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, the hill (8.
No. 191) for the relief of Caroline M. Purviance and Franecis Wyeth
was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, and
referred to the Committee on War Claims.

DEATH OF HENRY WILSON.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympsox, one of their clerks, com-
municated tothe Honse the resolutionsof the Senate on the announce-
gmnt- of thedeath of HENRY WiLs0X, late Vice-President of the United

tates.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct that the message received
from the Senate in regard to the death of the late Vice-President be
now read.

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask unanimous consent that doring the consider-
ation of the resolutions from the Senate, now abont to be brought to
the attention of the House, the privileges of the floor be extended to
the delegation of editors from Indiana who are now visiting this Cap-
itol. I I%eliem this is in conformity with precedent.

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly.

The Clerk read as follows:
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
January 21, 1876,
i, That the Senate has received with profonnd sorrow the announcement
of the death of HENRY WILSON, late Vice-President of the United States and Pres-
{:iﬁt;nt of the Senate, who had been for eighteen years of consecutive service a mem-

of this body.
lned, Tha ded that the friends and associates of the

| That busi be now
decoased may pay fitting tribute to his public and private virtues.
Resolved, That the Secrotary communicate these resolutions to the House of Rep-

resentatives.

Mr. WARREN. Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the resolu-
tions which I send to the Clerk’s desk.
The Clerk read as follows:

That the House of tatives has received with
the announcement of the death of HENkY WiLsox, late Vice- ident of the

United States. -«
Resolved, be now ded to allow fitting tributes to be paid to
his public and private virtues; and that, as a further mark of respect to the
y of the d 1, the House at the close of such remarks shall adjourn.

rofound sorrow

Yonal

Mr. WARREN. Mr. Speaker, again, and seemingly all too soon,
Massachusetts calls upon the Houses of Congress to pause in their ens-
tomary labors and join her in paying tribute to the memory of one of
her departed statesmen. This time she has to mourn the loss of him
who had been honored by the highest office in the Federal Govern-
ment attained by any of her citizens during the last half ecentury,
HENRY WILSOX, the eighteenth Vice-President of the United States.

Born at Farmjngton, in the State of New Hampshire, on the 16th
day of February, 1512, his early life was passed in unceasing toil. Yet
from childhood he had such a thirst for knowledge that when at his
maturity he left his birth-place, he had not only read but had stored
in his memory, where it remained ever after available for instant use,
whatever the best authorities upon English and American history up
to that time had written.

In 1833 Mr. WiLsox removed to Natick, in Massachusetts, and made
that place his home. There he was married, and there his remains
now repose with those of his wife and son. His business life, perhaps
the least important part of his history, was confined entirely to the
manufacture of boots and shoes, a branch of industry then in its in-
fancy in the part of Massachusetts in which he resided. But in busi-
ness he always exhibited the same patience of labor and faithfulness
in performance which characterized all his undertakings. He was by
no means the least efficient among those whose ingenuity and exertions
bronght that manufacture up to its present vast proportions.

It is, however, in his publie life that we are more peculiarly inter-
ested. He took an active part in the canvass of 1840, which resulted
in the election of General I&n.n'i.son to the Presidency, and was himself
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elected in that year to the Massachusetts house of representatives.
From that time forward his name has never been disconnected from
the history of Massachusetts politics, except so far as it is more in-
timately associated with the politics of the whole conutry. Once de-
feated, he wasin 1544 a member of the State senate, and was re-elected
in 1845. In this latter year he presided over a convention assembled
to oppose the admission of Texas into the Union. In 1246 he returned
to the house of representatives, having declined a renomination to
thesenate. In 1848 he was a member of the national convention which
nominated General Taylor. This nomination was effected against the
strennons opposition of Mr. WiLsoN, who felt that Mr. Webster should
have received the honor. He consequently was zealous in opposing
the election of General Taylor, and took part in the calling and organ-
izing of the Buffalo convention which nominated Martin Van Buren
for President and Charles Francis Adams for Vice-President. He was
chairman of the free-soil State committee in 1849. In 1850 he again
sat in the State honse of representatives, and was the candidate of his
party for speaker. In the fall of that year he was one of the origi-
nators and chief supporters of the coalition between the free-soil and
democratic parties, which elected Mr. Boutwell governor, Mr. WiLsoN
himself to the State senate and made him president of that body, and,
after a severe contest,sent Charles Sumner to the S8enate of the United
States. In 1852 he was a delegate to the national convention of the
free-soil party held at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; was chairman of the
national free-soil committee; failed of an election to Congress by less
than a hundred votes, and was again president of the Massachusetts
senate. His address of welcome to Louis Kossuth, made the same year
as chairman of a legislative committee, won the applause of all parties.
In 1853 he was a member of and took a prominent part in a convention
called to revise the constitution of the Commonwealth. Here he made
his influence felt, although the convention contained the ablest men
in the State of every party. In the same year he was the candidate
of his party for governor, and again in 1854, but was never elected to
that oftice. In the latter year he was actively engaged in organizing
the opposition to the repeal of the Missouri compromise. Inthat year,
also, he joined the native American or know-nothing party, as it was
called, which elected its candidate for governor and a large majority
in botil branches of the Legislature. That Legislature met in January,
1855, and, on the resignation of Mr. Everett, elected Mr. WiLsox to the
United States Senate. He took hisseat in that body on the 10th day
of February, 1855, and continued to oceupy it until he assumed the
office of Vice-President, March 4, 1573.

Time would fail me were I to attempt to recount his labors as a
member of the Senate. Suffice it to say that when the history of its
memorable doings, for the last twenty memorable years, shall eome
to be written, there will be no chapter of the whole record that will
not perforee mention the name and speak of the labors of HENRY
WiLson, of Massachusetts. And the history of the party to which
he belonged, and at whose birth he assisted, will make mention of no
man who did more to lead that party from its early adversity and de-
feat to its final trinmph and long tenure of power; noman who labored
harder, throngh and through evil report, with brain, and tongue,
and hand in the cause to which he was devoted ; no man who was
keener in foreseeing and surer in taking the precise step in which the
people were ready to follow ; no man who understood better how to
Iam.{‘ forward his party from tion to position until, throngh their
support, every measure of policy which he deemed essential was finally
enwh!iailed, than HENrRY WILSON, of Massachusetts. And so it hap-
pened that before, and duringi, and since our civil conflict he was all
the time one of the foremost leaders, one of the most trusted advisers
among the Iimn who in those periods in the main shaped the destiny
of our e.

With thi}; brief sketch of the wonderfully snecessful career of Mr.
WiLsoN I might {nmse But were I to do so I might leave the im-
pression that his life was hardly an exceptional one in this new and
growing country. There are, it is true, innumerable instances in each
succeeding generation of men who, from poverty and deprivation, have
worked their way upward to high position, and meanwhile have edu-
cated themselves sufficiently to be enabled to bear off their honors
bravely and do credit to themselves and the State. But Mr. WiLsox
had to contend against no ordinary odds. His was notthe lot of him
who in a new country, by simple force of character, energy, and in-
dustry, becomes a leader among the hardy pioneers who surround him.
He went a self-taught ]v]outh from his rustic home into the most popu-
lous portion of one of the oldest States in the Union. He took up his
abode in the immediate vicinity of our most ancient seat of learning.
He chose as his political associates a party comprising probably two-
thirds of the people of Massachusetts and an equal proportion of 1hose
who might truly be called the educated and cultivated men in a com-
munity behind none on this continent in intelligence and refinement.
It was with the picked men insuch a eommunity and in such a party
that he was brought into comparison and finally into competition.
And it seems to me the great success of his life that he took a front
rank among such competitors and finally superseded the foremost of
them in the leadership of his party.

He must then have been possessed of some nnusual qualities besides
mere intellectnal power, general knowledge, the gift of eloguence, or
personal character. These were possessed in suflicient degree by hun-
dreds of his compeers. True, he was not lacking in energy; he shrunk
from no labor; his mind worked easily and he rarely failed to detect

the vulnerable point in his adversary’s position; he had no dearth of
general information, and even in his early days his style of oratory
was far above the average. But over and above all this he had in a

re-eminent degree two especial qualifications for political leadership.

hese were, first an intimate acquaintance with all the facts of our past
and current political history. A memory naturally tenacions had been
trained and erammed to hold this knowledge of political facts always
at command. This kind of knowledge has not of late been common
in Massachusetts. One effect of the course of education in that State
during the last third of a century, combined doubtless with other
causes, has been to produce a distaste for political life among men of
the highest education, and an aversion to any great familiarity with
the details of American political history.

Inthe second place, Mr. WILsSON had no superioras a party organizer.
There may be some who will deem the possesfion of the faculty for
organizing men into a compact and formidable body as not a subject
for enlogy. Such is not my opinion. English and American history
for centuries has been the gistory of parties. Nootherinstrumental-
ity has been, none is likely to be devised which will supplant them us
the ready and n means for molding the poliey of the state.
In a country where new questions are constantly arising and former
ones becoming obsolete the organizer isscarcely, if at all, lessimpor-
tant than the thinker. The student will spend his life in the seclusion
of his closet; the orator, be he ever so impassioned and elogquent, will
arouse only discord and ill-temper, until he anppears who can transform
their speculations and declamation into a body of measures to the sup-
port of which he can bring a potent array of his fellow-men. 1F was
only through the organizing skill of HExrY WiLSON thatit became nos-
sible for Charles Sumner to pass from a private station to the Senate
of the United States. If those who elaim to be leaders of thonght and
to possess superiority in culture and knowledge in our community de-
sire or expect hereafter to resume that gnidance and control over onr
affairs which they have of late been wont to complain are not con-
ceded to them, they must, first, in knowledge of and familiarity with
national and local golitics, and secondly, in learning how to organize
and direet masses of men, take a lesson from the life of HENRY WILSON,
of Massachusetts.

With all these gualifications, however, continned success would
rarely fall to the lot of any man who had not some great purpose to
accomplish. Knowledge of affairs and skill in party organization
would be acquirements dangerous to the public weal unless accom-
panied by a high sense of honor and unselfish devotion to a noble
cause. In the case of Mr. WILSON no one needs to be told that the
sentiment that controlled him was the anti-slavery sentiment, which
he shared in common with almost all the people of his State and sec-
tion. But while with most it wasfor a long fime only a sentiment,
with him it became the pivot on which his political condoct turned.
And without even an allusion to the measures and events which have
for many years been uppermost in the minds of us all, without spec-
ulating upon what might have been done or what avoided, it is not,
too much to say that at this time and in this place, where fhe people
of every State in the Union are once again fully represented, there is
no man who will hesitate to do full justice to the purity of motive,
the sincerity of conviction, and the elevation of sentiment of the ear-
lier New England anti-slavery men.

But it is the cmwuinf; glory of Vice-President WiLsox’s life that
while he never wavered in his hostility to an institution which in his
view was a violation of human rights and a standing insult fo the dig-
nity of labor, he never permitted himself to cherish any bitterness of
feeling toward his political antagonists, even after the angry conflict
of arms had for a time almost obliterated all kindly feelings between
the divided sections. Many and many are the men in all parts of the
South who in their hour of distress have found in him a friend and
benefactor, and here almost within reach of my hand are those who
bear cheerful testimony to his efforts in their behalf whereby their
prison doors were opened and they themselves returned to their homes
and friends.

And so in a more public manner in the last year of his life, when he
felt that his efforts in behalf of human freedom and the elevation of
labor (for he always united the two in his thoughts) had reached their
fnll froition, he set himself at work to ascertain what might be done
to alleviate the distressesof the southern people. Forgetting the poli-
tician and the partizan, he remembered only that he was a man and a
Christian. And thus it happened that when he came to die he left
behind no personal or political enemy, but was at peace with all man-
kind. A re-united nation in movrning sympathy followed his mortal
part to its final resting-place, and to-day expresses a common griefio »
common loss. He died on the 23d of November, within the walls of
the Capitol—a most fitting place. Bereft of wife and child, he could
claim kindred but with the Republie, and, as it w in her embrace
he sank to sleep. Upon him, self-tanght, self-trained, but who had
attained nearly all the honors his native land could bestow, speak-
ing, however nnworthily, for the distriet in which he lived, and for the
university which is its pride and boast, I can freely bestow that meed
of praise which the greatest of Roman orators was constrained to ren-
der to the foremost of Roman soldiers, “Fuit in illo ingenium, ratio,
memoria, literatura, cogitatio, diligentia.”

And speaking for no sing'le distriet, nor yet for any single country,
but in 1Le name of our common humanity, I can with the common
consent, place a still higher tribute, which Roman orator and Roman
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soldier knew mot of, the erown of that Christian charity which “ suf-
fereth long and is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up, doth not behave itself unseemly,” which * thinketh no evil, re-
éuicetl: not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth,” charity which
‘never faileth,” upon the tomb of HEXRY WiLsoN, of Massachusetts.

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I rise to second the resolutions in
honor of HENRY WILSON, late Vice-President of the United States,
which have just been presented to this House by my friend and eol-
league from Massachusetts, and in a few words to urge their adoption.

Standing here, Mr. Speaker, in the presence of so many distin-
guished gentlemen who had the privilege of familiar social, private,
and public intercourse with Mr. WiLSON, who learned his ambition, his
aspiration, and his hopes, who saw him in his daily walks and heard
his conversation, I know how feeble will be the tribute which I must
pay to him. Nevertheless I bring my humble offering fo his grave.

He was, as has been already said, a man of the people. He rose
from the humble walks of life by great energy, by great intelligence,
to the highest position in the country save one. ngl died in the pos-
session and enjoyment of the second honor of the Republic.

Mr. WiLsoN understood the people. The people understood him.
He seemed to understand the voice of the people and their judgment
before it was uttered. He stood for many years as if with his hand
upon the popular pulse. He felt every heart-beat of the people and
announced their coming judgment.

Mr. WiLsox was a man of whom I think it may be said that he was
unsurpassed in {i\'ute virtue. As a citizen for the purity of his pri-
vate life, as a politician for the purity of his purposes, he had no supe-
rior. However men may differ from him in the views which he enter-
tained; however bitter at times may have been the contests in which
he engaged, I think to-day there are no persons within the sonnd of
my voice who will say they do not believe that he was sincere and
honest in every public and private act.

No man can speak of HENrRY WILSON without making reference to
the relations which he occupied to party and to the Republic. To
speak of him otherwise than as an advocate of liberty and as an ad-
versary and o]gmuent of human slavery would be to do injustice to
his memory. He commenced early in his polifical career as an advo-
cate of the slave. At first he only sought to prevent the extension of
human slavery. At last when war burst upon the country he became
the determined advocate of the abolition of that institution. Iwonld
not rafer to any act of his which might eall back one bitter thought
to any gentleman upon this floor, but e believed that the Constitu-
tion of his country was a free Constitution, and,with Washington and
Jefferson, that the institution of slavery was contrary to the genius
of the Republic. And for many years he battled faithfully, as he be-
lieved, in the cause of the human race.

He saw, Mr. Speaker, nothing in the Constitution which neéeded
amendment, and could his voice have been heard—could those gen-
tlemen in the Sonth who to-day are willing to pay tribute to the mem-
ory of HENRY WILSON; could they have heard gis voice when he nrged
ﬁruﬂua.l emancipation; could they have believed him then; counld they

ave found in him then, as they do now, the faithful and honest man—
the change which had been decreed by the Almighty power wounld
have come withont shock or disaster, but with benefaction alike to
master and slave,

Mr. WILSON, as a politician, pressed his views npon the public with
persistency and zeal, but I do not think he could properly be called a
belligerent man. He did not so much undertake to convince and con-
vert his enemies as to concentrate and combine his friends and sym-
{mt.!lizers into one grand power, with which to execunte his purposes.

1e, therefore, had few personal controversies in his life, few personal

encounters. I think I may say he had as few personal enemies as any
yublic man of his time. Indeed I doubt whether he can be said to
ave had any personal enemies.

‘When war burst upon the country, Mr. WiLsox left nothing undone
or unattempted which he believed wonld lead up to the triumph of
the Government and the armies of the country. qlo was not a trifler
in war or-peace, and when war did come, it was with him war to
the knife. But when the war was over, he was kind, forgiving, and
affectionate. To the poor vietims of war his heart overflowed with
pity ; with the tenderness of a woman he wept as he staunched the
wounds and assuaged the woes of war.

After the close of that sad period he proved to the people of the North
and South that he had no hostility to the men whom he believed
the institution of slavery had eursed. For them he had nothing but
kindness and affection. He welcomed them back, asking only, when
they returned to live with him under a redeemed and purified Con-
stitntion, that they would come with a sincere determination hon-
estly and zealously to work with him for the glory of the country.

Mr. WirLsox died in the Capitol of his country ; a most fitting place.
He died after probably having accomplished all that was leff to him
to accomplish. He died; and I think he receives to-day the fittest
eunlogy from the people of the conntry, the people of his own class,
the hnmble—for Mr. WiLsoN never forgot that he was from the poor,
that his origin was among the poor and the humble —and the proudest
enlogy which goes up is that incense which rises from the hearts of
the humble and the poor.

Now, Mr. Bpeaker, lest I shall trespass too long upon the House, 1
hasten to conclude. I have spoken of HENRY WILSON only as a na-

tioual man. Massachusetts to-day mourns HExrRY WiLsoN, and Mas-
sachusetts, Mr. Speaker, has cause for sorrow. John A. Andrew,
Charles Summer, and now HENRY WiLsoN ; HENRY WILSON, the last
of the grand trio. HeNRY WiLsoN had the confidence of the people
of Massachusetts. He had their love, and they bore him upon their
arms into the office of the Vice-President of the United States. He
was their representative, and spoke their voice; and as they gather
his remains fo their final resting-place they treasure his memory, and
they will transmit his fair example to their sons, and point to it as
worthy of imitation and emulation for the humble and the poor, and
for their inspiration.

Mr. Speaker, John A. Andrew, at the opening of the war, during the
stroggle, and at its close, was the governor of that State. Charles
Sumner and HEXrY WILSON spoke her voice in the Senate of the
United States. And I think, sir, it is no arrogance to say that the nt-
terance of those three of her noble sons, now all departed, the ntter-
ance of those three was the true utterance of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, of the nation, and of the age in which they lived.
Charles Sumner passed away at the most fitting and proper period,

perhaps, for his death. He arrived at the highest honors. He

Lnd accomplished all therg was for him to do and he passed away;
but, Mr. Speaker, not until he lifted his voice to welcome back to the
protection of the Constitution and into the fold of the Republic every
man who had left it during the war of the rebellion. John A. Andrew
before his death announced with his ringing voice his desire that every
person in the Republic should come back again and enjoy the privi-
leges and the franchises of the Republic; and HExrRY WiLsoN before
his death had shown to all the people that his voice was for reconcil-
iation, for peace, for amnesty.

Mr. 8 r, now as Massachusetts gathers to her bosom the re-
mains of her chosen son, what is the message, what is the voice that
she utters in the ears of the nation? It is not the voice of hate, it is
not the voice of hostility, it is not that: it is the voice of love, fra-
ternal feeling, and concord. May she not say * These were the men
who spoke my voice; you have heard it, and after all was it not a
voice in favor of ‘peace on earth and good-will to men 7

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, with whatever warmth of maternal af-
fection Abigail Colbath welcomed the boy who was born to her in
Farmington, New Hampshire, on the 16th of February, 1812, there was
naturally a feeling throughout the family that he was not a wel-
come guest. The event donbtless evoked the sympathy of friends aud
neighbors, for they knew that the chilling shadow of poverty dark-
ened the household; that want was to sit by the cradle of the little
one, and that it was probable he would at times ask for bread when the
mother would have none to give. Could, however, Abigail and Win-
throp Colbath have penetrated the secrets of the futurc, they would
have been exalted with joy and a novel conseiousness of pride. The;
would have seen that, thongh poverty was to attend his infancy ang
poorly-requited labor be his lot in youth and early manhood, their
child was destined to be a positive and beneficient force during one of
the great epochs in his country’s history, and that, after a life closcd
in the “sere and yellow leaf,” his remains would be borne from the
Capitol of his conntry by a grateful and sorrowing people to the State
he had so long served and which in recognition of his services had
honored him as it had few of its citizens.

I have heard men say that HENRY WILSON was not a great man.
This may be true; but, if it be, it proves that a good spirit is a more
potent soeial a%’ent than great parts. HENRY WILsSoN, by hisfidelity
to conviction, by his freedom from selfish ambitions, by his powers
as an organizer, his capacity to combine for common objects those
who, differing widely on incidental points, agreed only on the leading
purpose of the day, and by his almost ceaseless and seemingly un-
wearying labor, exercised during the last quarter of a century an infln-
ence as powerful and wide-spread as any among the most .gifted of
his fellow-ecitizens.

I remember his advent to the polities of Massachusetts as the Na-
tick cobbler, in 1840, shortly before which date 1 had ceased to be a
working jewelerin Boston, whither I had goneinthe winterof 1834-'35,
in pursuit of employment, which the severity of a financial erisis de-
nied me in my native city. The earnestness of the man, the simplicity
and directness of his character, his knowledge of facts, his clearness
of statement, and the language in which he clothed thought and fact

ave promise of a potential future, and his position in the polities of
glmchusetts was at once assured. Mr. WirLsox and I were then
members of opposing parties; he was a whig, I a demoerat. Having
returned to my home and engaged in other pursuits than those for
which the labors of my youth had fitted me, I had not observed his
progress in connection with public affairs, and he next came specially
under my notice in 1852, when he had been a delegate to the national
convention of the free-soil party, held at Pittsburgh in 1252, and
been ecalled to preside over that bofly, and also made chairman of
the national committee of that party. From Pittsburgh he came to
Philadelphia. I met him soon atter his arrival, and the interest we
each felt in preventing the extension to the Territories of a sysiem
of unpaid labor and to the creation of more slave States had removed
the political differences that had divided us twelve years before.
From that time we were to be co-workers and friends, and our meet-
ings were frequent, for thenceforward it seemed impossible to con-
duet a campaign in Pennsylvania without the aid of HeExry WiLsox's
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prudent counsels and popular :?:peala. As a public speaker he was
welcomed to every part of our State, and I do not exaggerate when
I say that he addressed more people in Pennsylvania than any other
man who never resided within her limits. In parts of the State he
was loved as he was by the reformatory and progressive pao‘rle of
Massachusetts. His name never failed to attract a large audience
or his addresses to inspire with courage and the purpose of deter-
mined and effective labor those who heard him.

We shall hear his voice no more on our mountain sides and in our
beautiful valleys, but he has not ceased to be an inflnence for good
among us. The good men do lives after them. The story of HENRY
‘WILSON'S youth, if fitly written, will be clothed in pure monosyllabic
SBaxon, that untaught children may understand its full import. Nor
do the incidents of his maturer life need rhetorical setting. They
speak for themselves with such force and directness that his biog-
rapher who shall attempt by literary effort to add to their force will
mar the influence of his example. To produce its just effect the state-
ment of the means by which he rose, step by step, from the shoemak-
er’s seat to the Legislature of Massachusetts, to the position of next
to the senior member of the Senate of the United States, and subse-
quently to the Vice-Presidency, should be made in his own simple and
direct style. His example of frugality and abstinence from the use
of all hurtful stimulants, his habit of personal economy, his indiffer-
ence to worldly wealth, his sympathetic generosity to the poor and
afflicted, his unceasing iulmrs, and the honors that attended them are
inspiring examples to every gifted child of poverty. Invaluable as
the story of HENRY WILSON'S life is to us of the North, now that the
terrible apprehension of servile revolt and of arbitrarily enforced social
equality between the races, which filled many minds affer war had
emancipated the slaves, that hung like threatening clouds over south-
ern society, has vanished, it is far more valuable to the South, among
whose people are so many who will be benefited by learning how a
poor and ost friendless boy can find pleasure in books and by their
friendly assistance mount from helpless obscurity to personal power
and possible distinction. But not to the humble alone does the life
of HENRY WILSON speak, for, properly considered, its great lesson is
1o those whose lot in life is happier, whose privilege it is to legislate
forand govern others. In his career they will find proof that energies,
which neglected or trained in vicious ways would be dangerous to
society, if turned toward self-culture and directed to noble purposes,
will add not only to the power bat to the glory of the State.

Mr. KNOTT. Mr.Speaker, it is no part of my purpose to pronounce
a studied panegyric npon either the genius or the public services of
the distinguished man to the memory of whose virtues we would pay
a becoming tribute of respect,and the recollection of whose frailties,
if any he had, we would bury with his moldarin[g dust forever be-
yond our view. I seek, sir, to add but a single leaf to the garland we
would hang upon his tomb. I rise simply to express the unfeigned
and heart-felt admiration of my people as well as my own high aEPm-
ciation of that gennine manliness and true nobility of soul exhibited
by the illustrious deceased in one of the most unostentatious yet to my
mind one of the most singularly beautiful and touching acts of his
whole life.

But a short time previous to his death Mr, WiLsox had oceasion to
visit the metropolis of my native State, where he was welcomed with
that cordial, open-handed, warm-hearted hospitality which Iam proud
to say has always characterized its genemwple. All classes, irre-
spective of political prejudices and party iations, vied with each
other in extending to him the evidences of that high consideration
due to one of the most distinguished citizens of the country, and espe-
cially to the high position he oceupied as Vice-President of the United
States, No attention which could possibly render his stay agreeable
was omitted by those into whose midst he had come. And no one
was better able to appreciate their courtesy than their illustrious
visitor. But while he was in the full enjoyment of those amenities
which were so genial to his own warm and generons nature, cheered
on every hand by friendly greetings, welcomed, honored, and enter-
tained in circles of the highest refinement and culture, where all was
* joy and happiness and peace, a far different scene was presented in
an unpretending Kentucky home a little over a hundred miles away.
There, aronnd the hearth-stone of one whom he had known in former

ears as an able and determined political opponent, one from whom
{e had been ll;l;g separated by the fierce conflict of party strife and the
still fiercer clashof war, were gathered the wan specter of anxiety and
angnish and sorrow ; for there the prond form which had challenged
the admiration of thousands in the forum, npon the rostrnm, in the
Senate, and amid the crash of battle, stricken and prostrate by dis-
ease, was wasting ra%idl away. There one of the grandest spirits
that ever illustrated the dignity and majesty of our race was pluming
its pinions for its final flight to brighter climes. Breckinridge the pro-
seribed—the exile in his own native land—the alien in the midst of
his own people, who loved him as a brother, lay dying. When the sad
intelligence was communicated to the great man whose memory we
mourn to-day, he threw aside all the fascinations of the most refined
and elegant hospitality, and with his great heart full of friendship
and fraternal feeling hastened to the bedside of the dying statesman,
who in the calm dignity of his own majestic soul had borne for years
the ban of proscription, there to tender his sympathy and testify his
warm personal regard for one whom he had formerly recognized as
the exponent and champion of principles which he himself had made

it the great mission of his life to oppose in every legitimate manner
and with all the earnestness and fervor of his own zealous and deter-
mined nature. Ah, Mr. Speaker, what a scene was that! The Vice-
President of a proud and powerful people, with every feature of his
benevolent face beaming with the kindest sentimentsof friendship and
brotherly love, as he held the emaciated hand of the dying hero in his
own warm and cordial grasp! What an example to the emulation of
the genuine American everywhere; what a total absence of every
trace of that bitter, unforgiving, relentless, remorseless hate that
clings alone to the ignoble soul. What a sublime tacle of that ex-
alted magnanimity which always belu;ﬁa to a noble nature.

Mr. Speaker, that simple act of manly courtesy secured for our
dead Vice-President a warm place in the heart of every true Ken-
tuckian. From that hour there was a total oblivion of everything
like prejudice that they may have entertained against him. From
that hour there was not a household in my native State in which
HrxrY WiLsoN wounld not have been hailed as a welcome and an
honored guest. For, sir, that simple, touching, unostentatious inci-
dent proved him to be a generous, warm-hearted, high-souled, noble
man, and an honor to the proud old Commonwealth that gave him
birth. And, sir, when the lithniug-wiu ed messenger whispered
over this land the melancholy tidings of his peculiarly mounrnful
death it nowhere touched a more responsive chord, nor will his mem-
ory be anywhere more tenderly enshrined than in the grateful hearts
of Kentucky. 3

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, during my brief service in this body
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been chief mourner among
the States. Her great Senator Charles Sumner was first summoned to
his account, and then in quick sueccession Alvah Crocker, Samuel
Hooper, and James Buffinton, members of this House during the last
Congress, each honored and distinguished and all beloved by those
who knew them, entered the dread portal! Now :.igm.n she is sorely
stricken! One who had long and faithfully served her in her own
councils and in those of the nation, one whom she had given to the
Republic to oceupy the position next highest in dignity and power, has
passed away, and her sister Commonwealths may not fail to assure her
of their common symphthy in this hour of her new and sad bereave-
ment.

Itis miregmt that the voice of Pennsylvania is not heard throngh
one who knew him more intimately than myself, and if I fail to justly
‘record his personal virtues or to place ali]mper estimate on his public
services lll‘j\;a.y it may be attributed to the absence of those intimate
parsons{ tions which alone enable us to thoroughly appreciate and
understand the motives and actions of men.

Born in obscurity and reared in poverty, he early exhibited that
indomitable and unceasing energy which so strongly marked his sub-
sequent career. Amid the drudgery of his life, when bound apprentice
toafarmer and when learning the trade of a shoemaker, he was assidu-
ous in his efforts to acquire knowledge, and of him it may be traly
said that he was “a self-made man,” for all his early scholastic train-
ing was acquired by his own unaided exertions, under the most diffi-
cult and often the most disheartening circumstances.

His thirst for knowledge was intense, and his mind was too vigor-
ous and acute to be blind to the fact that mere untutored and unenl-
tured genius is of little avail when bronght into contact with trained
and disciplined intellect. The friendless condition of his boyhood,
the grave and pressing necessities of his early manhood, his constant
struggle with poverty, his unyielding determination to rise above
the condition in which he was born, all tended to develop in him a
Sturdy independence of thonght and action which was clearly exhily
ited at the very threshold of his public life. Sprung from the soil,
knowing well its hard condition, allied by his antecedents with the
sons of toil, never failing to recognize their rights, and ever ready to
defend their wrongs, he did not hesitate in tﬁcir interests to break

litical alliances, then all-alluring and most powerful, to assert the
mdividualit; of his convictions and the sincerity of his motives.
Added to this independence of thought and actéon, he had that which
is s0 necessary to great achievements, implicit faith in himself and in
the soundness of his own judgment, giving directness, force, and sim-
plieitg to his character.

In him there was, too, a large-hearted charity, a deep human sym-
pathy born of his early adversity, which im {led him during his
whole life to befriend the poor and lowly, to lift up and succor the
weak, to cheer and encourage the struggling, and to defend and pro-
tect the friendless and oppressed. And, sir, as I look back upon the
clonds and darkness from which we have emerged and consider what
sacrifices he made, what oblogu{lhe endured, what labor he performed
in order that this charity, this human sympathy, might find expres-
sion, I may not fail to avow my profoun iration for his sincerity,
retaining, nevertheless, my own convictions as to the {ustic.a and pro-
priety of the means by which he sought to accomplish results,

It was this same catholic ﬂ:irit which cansed him, when the civil
war was ended, to devote all his energies to healing its wounds, to
alryin§ up its tears, and to rebuilding its places made waste and deso-
late. Inhimthere wasnobitterness; hisheart concealedno vengeance;
“ Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord,” was his childlike
Christian faith, and in the last public act of his long career he place
it on record for all coming time ; since, it was at his suggestion and

by, his desire and advice that the State convention of his party in
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Massachusetts, held at Worcester on the 29th day of September, 1875,
over which he presided, adopted the following resolution :

That the republi of M husett: 1 all angnries and evidencea
that the centennial of American Independence will be celebrated by the complete

restoration of fraternity, and they express the opinion that the time has come for
the removal of all remaining political disabilities.

Had he lived to-day we may believe that the spirit of this resolu-
tion would have received nnanimous indorsement here as it did dur-
ing the last Congress. That it has not is not the fanlt of him, bein
dead, nor of the people of the great Commonwealth who so loved an
honored him. -

To others I cheerfully leave the task of recounting with partic-
ularity his labors in the Senate during his long and eventful serv-
ice. It is enongh for me to say that, being of robust mental and
physical nature, he was capuable of greatlabor; that he was a worker
in its true and best sense, and that during the war his name is con-
nected either as author or advoeate with nearly or quite all the mil-
itary legislation of the period. His presence and official service were
given to every public duty unselfishly and freely.

As a humanitarian he was abreast of, if not in advance of, public
sentiment on every moral question, and he never shrank from the
}mblic advocacy of his views, whatever might be the effect on his po-

itical fortunes.

In contemplating his public life, the impulse is irresistible to con-
trast it with that of Charles Sunmer, his colleagne during the eight-
een years of his senatorinl carcer. To him he was most unlike,
and yet he was no less nseful. The one the patrician, educated in the
groves of the academy ; the other the plebeian, who, groping amid toil
and penury, sought knowledge and fonnd it by his own finaided
efforts. Sumner was a man of books; WiLsoN, of men; Sumuer, of
ideas ; WiLsox, of deeds; Sumner, of theories; WiLsox, of action;
Sumner lived and moved in the unreal world of thought ; WiLsoN
moved and acted among men. Each had strong convictions. Sumner
sought and wounld have his in paths chosen by himself; WiLsox
would accept results offered him by fortune or won in modes he did
not prefer. As statesmen, Sumner acted in profound indifference, if

- not contempt, of the actual forees which existed, looking confidently

to the end some time to come; WILsSoN labored in the light of and
molded the influences which surrounded him, subordinating all mi-
nor matters to the object he desired to nccompiish. As a result, Sum-
ner theorized much, and left as memorials many splendid phrases ;
WiLgox spoke mueh and identified himself with all the d.iﬂt.i.nguisheti
measures of his speech. Widely different in origin, tastes, thought,
and action, these two men supplemented and complemented each
other, in & way so rare and yet so admirable that the great Common-
wealth which ever honored herself by honoring them may fail to find
in long years to come two men who shall so truly retlect all of her
that is good and true, manly and generous, learned and refined. No
shadow fell upon their friendship in life, and they will go into his-
tory so linked together by the unity of their service and so bound
together by the very dissimilarity of their training and action that
the one may never be mentioned without recalling the honored name
of the other.

In seeking for the canse which so strongly bound these two men
together in spite of the obvious dissimilarity which existed, it may
be found in that absolute and perfect personal integrity which so
clearly marked the conduct of each. And if the late Vice-President
had no other claim to the respect and admiration of the in which
he lived, it would shed a halo of glory around his name in all time
to come to have it said of him with truth that, having served State
and nation for more than a quarter of a century, he died poor. The
statement of the fact is its own commentary. Amid the license of
eivil war; with pnblic conscience blunted; when cupidity was ex-
cited by opportunity; when nnmeasured wealth might have been
and often was wrung from the very necessities of a stricken land
without challenge and without reproof, he, leading a life of almost
Spartan simplicity, stainless and pure, died, as he had lived, an honest
man.

There was, sir, something very touching and sad in the manner of
his death. It did not come to him unheralded. Long before the final
stroke the warning messenger was by his side, and for months it fol-
lowed him silently as a shadow, relentlessly as fate! Ever afterward
he went about the land deeply solicitous for the common welfare,
bearing messages of fraternal love, of peace, of good-will to all of
every section. Walking daily in the very presence of death, envy,
hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness found no home in his breast;
and as he ever prayed for mercy and forgiveness, so too would he
have extended these rich blessings to every one everywhere.

Weeks before the meeting of Congress in December, he came here
in restless anxiety to complete the work which is to be the record of
his life and times. And here, in his chamber of state, in high seren-
ity, sustained by his faith and willing to be judged by his motives
and works, he received the final summons, and, gathering his robes
about him, he fell asleep under the shadow of the Dome of the Capitol.
It was a fitting place for him to die. Wifeless, childless—the light
had gone out Efmm his own house; all was dreary darkness there—
and coming to this the home of the nation he entered it as of right
by virtue of his great office, and from its portal passed away forever,
to find his last home in the bosom of the State he had loved and
served so well, deplored and respected by the people.

IV—35

Full of years and laden with honors, the most extravagant politieal
dreams of his youth and manhood more than verified ; with but one
possible ambition unsatisfied—who may say he was not fortunate in
his death ?

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, the representative men of a great his-
torical era are passing rapidly from this sphere of their duties. Oue by
one, while the country Eeroudlv recognizes in them the souvenirs of its
latest glory, they sink neath that tide which overflows all mortal
distinetion, Lincoln, Winter Davis, and Chase, Fessenden, Grimes,
and Sumner, leaders in the forefront of the late gigantic battle be-
tween hostile ideas, had already passed from amoug us before reach-
ing the usual limit of human life. Again nnwilling to wait for the
ripeness of age, death has summoned another of the historie company
to join his old associates in the land beyond the sun. Heaven seems
to have grown avaricious, to seize so soon, and in the very vigor of
his years, another living star from the visible coronet of the Repub-
lic. We complain that the divine sickle could not wait for all this,
human harvest until the whitened and bending heads should ineline
with the weight of years toward the earth which was destined to re-
ceive them.

When HENXrRY WILSON, Vice-President of the United States, received
his summons, his form was still round and erect, his eyes beaming
with sympathetic intelligence, his hearing open to every sound, his
complexion fresh ; his voice retained its earnest tones, his mind its
vifgor, and his heart its patriotism. The ears of his eountrymen in
all parts of the Union were still listening to his counsel, while their
understandings were informed by his practical wisdom. We justly
pronounce his departure from public life a national loss, It is the
oceasion of grief to kindred, to neighbors, to friends, to associates,
and to patriots. Kindred and neighbors about his humble home on
that eastern coast of Massachusetts to which his dust was committed,
remember and celebrate his kindly private virtues and affections.
There remain to us who have been his comrades in stormy times the
recollection and celebration of those loftier public qualities, which bore
him from such lowly beginnings to his exalted office, and which won
for him the large influence which he wielded at the time of his death.

8ir, the two extreme forms of human government, despotism and
democracy, touch each other at various points in spirit and in action.
Both are willful, full of force, and delight in surprises, alternating in
action between selfishness and generosity, Despotism sometimes
surrounds itself with the splendors of high birth and the eunlture of
learning and the refinements of the arts and civilization ; and again,
indnlges itself with the overthrow of all inherited rights and all
claims of distinction, and elevates, instead, some unheraldéd and un-
known servants, some Daniel or Joseph, from the hnmblest ranks to
the governing places of the state. i

So the limited democracy of America has indulged its will at one
time in elevating the well-bred dignity and worth of Washington and
of Adams, the polished culture of Jefferson, and the well-trained logic
of Madison, Again, it has taken the ruder strength of Jackson, and
the soldierly simplicity of Taylor. Later still, with an awakened con-
science, it chose a great-hearted, undisciplined child of the people,
and sent Lincoln suddenly to the rulin place. Democracy in him .
manifested a grandeur of character which was much sooner compre-
hended by the earnest hearts of the common people, at home and
abroad, than by the more cultivated intellects of the world, who have
since hastened to crown his unclassic brow with the laurel of history.
It was in this era, when our republican demoeracy was listening to
its new-found conscience, that it nurtured, watched, and developed
another of its unheralded children, amid the trials of poverty and
the struggles for even an incomplete education.

I trust, Mr. Speaker, that it is not too early to claim for the late
Vice-President the impartial and nnimpassioned judgment of the eciti-
zens of all parts of the restored Union. In the decade which has
elapsed since the fires of civil war were exth:gujshed, the inflamed
minds of men have also become more cool and dispassionate. Cer-
tainly a thoronghly restored balance of judgment cannot be regained
suddenly,on the morrow of such a conflict. When we remember how
many years the passions were growing, how at last they ripened into
blood, how many sacrifices were endured on both sides before the fever
departed and the wounded nation rose to its feet once more, we find
cause for congratulation that the balance is so far redressed as we find
it to-day. For thirty years it was a contest of opposing ideas respect-
ing the proper constitutional organization of American society. ese
ideas were the invisible combatants, which finally incarnated them-
selves for fight and waged their warfare till the earth trembled
under their iﬁﬂﬁhillg. In the intellectual struggle Mr. WiLsSON early
engaged, and on the side of that sinall minority which seemed at the
time to be a mere faction, hopeless of the confidence of even a single
State. When that faction grew into a party, and the party increased
to a majority, and the majority obtained control of the State, then, in
1855, the liberty-loving artisan replaced in the United States Senate
that polished scholar and orator whom Massachusetts found nnequal
to the demand of the coming crisis. In that body,and in its high
debates, he was to be compared or contrasted, by friend and foe, with
such distinguished associates as Cass and Seward, Chase and Douglas,
Sumner and Mason, Crittenden and Slidell, with whom he was to dis-
euss the most vital questions of the Union.

When Mr, WiLsoN left the plow for the bench of the artisan, and
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abandoned that bench for the forum of publie debate, he had small
store of learning, but a great sympathy for all his brethren—the
children of labor. The field of his knowledge did nof include the
courses of the planets, the discoveries of science, the rules of art, nor
the philosophy of antiquity, nor even the history of older nations.
Bat his mind, with remarkable vigor, grasped and comprehended the
wants of his race on this continent. His knowledge of American
needs was at first more the result of a sympathetic experience than
of careful study. He never separated himself, nor sought to separate
himself, from the ground of his early nxreriences. That ground was
hard fact. Throughout his career he dealt with facts, The genins
of his childhood endowed him with no gifts of imagination or of ar-
tistic invention, and the wings of enlture were wanting to his faney.
He could neither soar to the zenith, nor descend to the nadir; but
always moved along the line of the visible horizon. There was no
fever in his speech. Its most vigorous pulsations manifested only the
glow of great earnestness, Without soaring, the movement of his
-eloquence was a strong stride, every footfall of whieh struck the solid
ground and gave vigor to the next step. His whole political land-
scape was marked by solid metes and bounds. In the realm of Ameri-
can facts he was king, and in this realm he was rarely, if ever, worsted
in debate. Untrained in the law, he was not much given to theories
of eonstitntional construction, but was thoroughly imbued with the
spirit of that charter of American liberty. Wherever there might
seem to be a conflict of its provisions, its grand goarantees of the
rights of persons were vastly more important, in his judgment, than
its guarantees of the rights of property. He interpreted it always as
illuminated by the diviner light of the Declaration of Independence.

If ever his rhetoric touched the borders of enthusiasm, if ever he
seemed to have drank at some spring of oratorical inspiration, it was
when he asserted the right of labor to freedom, and the right of free-
men to labor withont degradation. Then, filled with reniiniscences
of his own early stinggles, and expanding them to take in the trials
of millions like himself, and remgmbering those aspirations which

ilded the dark clouds of his laborious youth, he kindled a flame.in
the hearts of his toiling countrymen which was not destined to die,
It was the harp of universal humanity whose chords he struck: and
such music once heard is never forgotten. It sounds and resonnds
from one home and hamlet of the toiling millions to another, and its
echoes will never cease fill the divine edict for the earning of bread
shall be revoked.

Hear him for a moment in the Senate Chamber, in those tempestu-
ous times when labor was clamoring to be released from the degrad-
ing thraldom of personal slavery. A Senator from South Carolina had
just called the manual laborers of the North “hirelingsi’" “essentially
slaves,” galled by their degradation,” and the *“mud-si 8" of society.
HeENrRY WILsoxN, impatient and glowing, takes up the word as if all
the hills of New England were ready to burst with resenting speech.
He said :

- - - * - - -

This of scorn and contempt is addressed to Senators who were not
nursed by a slave ; whose lot it was to toil with their own hands; to eat bread
earned, not by the sweat of another’s brow but by their own. Sir, I am the son of
a hireling manual laborer, who, with the frosts of seventy winters on his brow,
lives by daily labor. I, too, have been a bireling manunal laborer. Poverty cast its
dark and chilling shadow over the home of my childhood ; and want was there, an
unbidden guest. At the age of ten years, to aid him who gave meé being in keepin
the gaunt specter from the hearth of the mother who bore me, I left the home o
mgnlnyhuod and went to earn my bread by daily labor. Many a weary mile have

1 traveled
“To beg a brother of the earth
To give me leave to toil."

8ir, I have toiled as a “hireling laborer " in the field and the workshop, and I tell
the Senator from South Carolina that I never * felt galled by " nilj\] ** degradation.”
No, sir; never. * * * fousof m hood. Iwas the peerof my em-
ployer. * * * I knew, too, that the world was before me; that its wealth, its
gzmemd treasures of knowledge;, its honors, the coveted prizes of life, were within
the grasp of a brave heart and a tireless hand ; and T pted the responsibilities
of my position, all unconscious that I was a “slave.” * * * In every position
of private and publie life are our associates who were but yesterday ** hireling labor-
ers,” “mud-sills,” “slaves.” In every department of hinman effort are noble men
who sprang from our ranks—men whose good deeds will be felt and will live in the
teful mewories of men when the stones reared by the hands of affection to their
onored names ahall crumble into dust. Our eyes glisten and our hearts throb

overthe bright, glowing, and radiant pages of our history that record the deeds of
Batriotiam of the sons of New England who sprang from our ranks and wore the
adges of toil.  While the nmmes of Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, Nathanael

Greene, and Paul Reverelive on the brighest pages of oor history, the mechanics
of husetts and New England will never want illustrious examples to incite
them to noble aspirntions and noble deeds.

8o spoke this champion of free labor. The same sentiment ex-
P by the rhymes of Robert Burns has echoed over two conti-
nents, and still warms the hearts of all the English-speaking races.
Sir, had this splendid assertion of indignant manhood come down tous
on some venerable parchment which preserved the sayings of Greek
or Roman orators, our high-bred youth would echo it in all our schools
and universities as belonging to the most vigorous days of ancient
civilization. It would have ranked with the protest of 8t, Paul when
he asserted his rights as a Roman citizen and appealed to Casar for
their recognition, as WiLsox appealed to the Senate and to the Repub-
lic. No prouder, manlier utterance was ever heard on the floor of the
Senate or from a tribune of the people. It presents the inner life,
be{.tﬁr than any words of my invention, of him whose funeral-rites we
celebrate.

Of all the speeches of this eminent man of the people known to me,
this, from which I borrow an extract, in reply to the challenge, im-

rted from the drawing-room into the politics of that day, and flnng
into the face of free labor, is the most characteristic, as it was, per-
haps, the most effective. Its wide circulation in our valley of the
Mississippi roused strong emotion in the breast and nerved the arm
of toil. It was in 1858 that the worth of free labor was thus vindi-
cated in the preliminary war of the conflicting ideas of ounr social
organization. Two years later free white labor vindicated its own
dignity by electing one of its own children fo the first place of national
honor, and again a few years later, having destroyed the adverse sys-
tem, it elevated another of its family, its champion and the author of
this speech, to the second place of national dignity.

Mr. Speaker, often in reading the history of nations we are sur-
prised and awed by some striking evidence of divine intervention in
the adjustment of human affairs.  The wealthy, the wise, the mighty,
overtaken by some improbable event, disappear from the stage, and
their places are filled by those who had been fhe scorned or oppressed
victims of their power ; and the result was not foreseen of human con-
trivance. But in no country, except in France, have the events of any
quarter of a century of modern history been more surprising and
dramatic than in ours. That political phil(mphy and thorough-bred
intellect which prevailed here and rendered the chambersof this Capitol
illustriouns thirty years ago have passed from this theater with much
of the wisdom of that epoeh which made them illustrious. Political
theorists and theories, doctrindires and their doctrines, though crys-
tallized in solemn resolutions, dedicated to the names of powerful
states, gud drawn by mighty political logicians, have gone down be-
fore an enemy which never sleeps and always advances. The rights
of humanity, the ideas of its progress, have gradually conqucre:i or
swept away all obstructions in the way of its organized march, and
we have begun anew era which demands extraordinary foresight and
viﬁilant care. It is a haltin the march of our destiny, while the new
order is established. We are in the double peril of reaction and of
rash action.

The counsel of the man we mourn to-day would have been beyond
price during this halting decade of American politics and society. He
was one of the few living links between the publie life of twenty
years ago and that of the passing day. His mental comprehension of
the country, both of its interests and of its sentiments; his unimpas-
sioned judgment; his conciliatory regard for all citizens of the restored
Republic; his greater love of peace than of violence; his sincere pat-
riotism—all these were qualities which gave him a rare endowment
of utility for our times. As I review his career, so early and so con-
stantly and so admirably devoted to liberty and to the state, it seems
that he must have been gifted at birth witﬁ the sentiment which Per-
icles uttered in his oration at the celebration of the funeral rites in
Athens. Said the Greek orator to the Athenians, “You must con-
stantly-keep before your eyes the powers of the state, and must love
theu,l. Look for happiness in libertiy, and for liberty in your own cour-

rp

Mr. Speaker, if the Congress of the United States were to direct an
inscription upon marble to portray in the fewest and fittest words the
essential sentiment of HENRY WILSON'S eareer, they would borrow it
from Pericles, and would cut deep in the hard rock fhe words: “He
constantly kept before his eyes the powers of the state, and he loved
them. I-’I’e sought for happiness in liberty, and for liberty in his own
courage.

[M%ANKS addressed the House. His remarks will appear in the
Appendix.

Ir. LYI\JCH. Mr. Speaker, not long since the sad intelligence was
flashed from one end of the country to the other that HENrRY WILSON,
late Vice-President of the United States, was dead. This sad news
carried a pang of sorrow and grief to the heart of every lover of his
country and to every friend of liberty and justice, I shall not at-
tempt to do justice to the memory of this great and good man. Ishall
refer more especially to his achievements as a public man—as a rep-
resentative man.

Mr. WirLsoN was known and recognized thronghout the civilized
world as a man of acknowledged ability and admitted capacity. The
period in which he lived was one that enabled him to make for him-
self a record that is in every respect worthy of emulation. He wasa
man of broad, liberal, and conservative views upon pnblic questions.
As was said of Henry Clay, it can also be said of HENRY WILSON :

His sympathies embraced all ; the African slave, the creole of Spanish Ameriea,
the children of renovated classic Greece—all families of men, withont respect to
color or clime—foond in his expanded bosom aud comprehensive intellect a friend
of their elevation and amelioration. Snch ambition as that is God's implantation in
the homan heart for raising the down-trodden nationa of the earth, and fitting them
for regenerat 2 existence in politics, in morals, and religion.

In the person of HENRY WiLsoN the poor have lost a true and con-
sistent friend, the oppressed an able advocate, and the country a
faithful public servant. IHe dedicated his entire life to the canse of
liberty, justice, and equal rights. He regarded the institution of
slavery as a foul blot upon our system of government, our civiliza-
tion, and our Christianity. Recognizing the fact as he did, that the
tree of liberty had been planted upon Anierican soil and watered with
the precious blood of thousands of patriotic advoecates of freedom,

that we could not consistently tolerate and s}mt.atn an institution that
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was more aggravating and disgraceful than that of which the found-
ers of onr Government complained, and against which they were jus-
tified in rebelling, he did not entertain any feeling of ill-will toward
those who did not agree with him in his views, nor toward those who
Were pcmnnaliy interested in perpetuating the existence of that in-
stitution which he regarded as a national disgrace, and to the destruc-
tion and abolition of which he devoted a long, useful, and successinl
life. Bnt he was actuated by higher, nobler, and purer motives. He
regarded the toleration of an institution which recognized the right
of property in man as not only destructive of our system of govern-
ment, subversive of trne democracy, and as having a tendency to de-
moralize society, disturb the labor of the country, eorrupt the morals
of the masses, and retard the progress, happiness, and material pros-
perity of the people, but he also regarded it as contrary to the laws
of Deity and at war with true Christian civilization. Thronghout his
nseful and eventful life he never failed to raise his voice, to use his
pen, and to cast his vote in the defense of those principles which he
8o consistently and persistently advocated. For his labors in the
cause of hnmanity and justice the name of HENRY WiLsoxN will be
gratefully remembered by generations yet unborn.

During the memorable contest of 1856 over the admission of Kansas
as a State in the Union, with the friends of freedom upon one side
and the advoéates of slavery npon the other, HENRY WILSON was one
of the few members of the United States Senate at that time who

“took a bold, independent, outspoken position in favor of freedom for
the slave. He did not oppose slavery simply from a stand-point of
political expediency, but because he believed it to be morally and
religiously wrong, as will appear from the following quotation from
one of his great speeches that was delivered when the Kansas ques-
tion was before the Senate :

This question of slavery in America is the
of this age. If Senators imagine that anything that can be done in-this or the
other Honse of Con, at this session or at any session, is to make peace in this
country between the great contemding powers of freedom upon the one side and
slavery upon the other, they are greatly mistaken; they do not comprehend the
vastness and emEt of the i.au_l:o&

d central idea of the country and

‘When we adopted the Constitution of the United States we were not re ilble
for slavery auywhere. If I had time, I conld pass on from 1720 up to this time and
show you nct after act, nnder almost every administration, in which yon have con-
nee us with and made ns responsible for slavery, This legislation has been
in violation of the policy adopted by the framers of the Constitution and the men
who inangurated this Government. Go back and undo this; disconnect us from
slavery; put noresponsibility on ns; and then our consciences and our judgments
will be clpear‘ 1f n‘{:)\-ary is wrong, as I believe it to be—and I believe it to be a
erime against man and 4 sin toward God, and Ibelieve that to be the sentiment of
the free States—it is not our erime, it is not our sin.

Hexry WiLsoN was an ardent and devoted lover of his country.
As chairman of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs during the
late war he displayed such remarkable ability as to make his power
and influnence felt, acknowledged, and respected throughout the coun-
try. His advice and counsel were often sought by the Government,
and seldom if everrejected. Hisadmonitions and remonstrances were
seldom disregarded but often heeded, and never disrespected. He was
justly looked upon by the country as one of the chief pillars of the
Government during that important period of our country’s history.
His able speeches, his patriotic utterances, his statesman-like declara-
tions, had the effect of giving renewed life and vigor to the cause of
the Union and of strengthening the Union soldiers upon the field of
battle. The Union soldier knew that in the person of HENRY WILSON
he had a true friend, an able advocate, and a strong defender.

Sinee the beginning of reconstruction HENRY WILSON has oceu-
pied a very conspicuons position. He was among the first to advo-
cate the adoption of a broad, liberal, and comprehensive system of
reconstruction. I well remember his pathetic appeals to the old-line
whigs of Virginia, shortly after the adoption of the congressional
plan of reconstruction, to join with the newly enfranchised element
of the grand old Commonwealth in rehabilitating their State gov-
ernment upon a firm, lasting, and solid foundation. He appealed to
them to lay aside their passions andm]i\rej udices of race, the existence
of which 18 known and generally admitted to be the result of the
toleration of slavery and not from natural canses, and join in with
this new element that had been incorporated in the body politic of
the Commonwealth in reconstructing their State government npon a
basis that would prevent a repetition of previons mistakes. His ad-
vice to the old-line whigs of Virginia wis no less applicable to the
same element in every one of the States similarly sitnated. It is
doubtless a source of serious regret to thousands of those he ad-
dressed that his advice was not accepted by them. They now recog-
nize the fact that his object was to prevent the formation of parties
upon the race issue. He counld foresee the disastrous results that
would follow a bitter political contest between antagonistic elements,
whether it be based upon race, religion, or nationality. He could
foresee that, if reconstruction was made an accomplished fact upon
the basis of antagonism between the two great elements of which
southern society is composed, passion and prejudice would take the
place of reason and argnment, and that the material interests of the
people, the development of the resources of the conntry, and the enl-
tivation of friendly relations between the sections would be made
subordinate 4o the ambition of unscrupulous politicians. The resulis
that have followed the rejection of Mr. WILSON'S advice by those to
whom it was given have very clearly demonstrated the wisdom of
his position. The serious apprehensions entertained by him as to the

disastrous results that would be likely to follow the adoption of any
other course have been unfortunately realized to an extent that is
almost irreparable. It cannot be denied by those who are at all
familiar with southern politics that the present nnfortunate condi-
tion of affairs in that section of our country is due more to‘the ex-
istence of this antagonism between the two great elements in the
Sounth than to the faults and shortcomings of loeal, temporary, and
periodical administrations. I believe there are but few who will not
agree with me in asserting that had the views of HENHY WiLsoN
been accepted and gunernl.l:y acquiesced in, the Southern States would
be in a prosperous and flourishing condition to-day.

During the last twoorthree yearsof Mr. WiLsox’s life he saw proper
to advance a few ideas npon what may be called the sonthern ques-
tion which subjected him to a little unfavorable eriticism on the part
of a few of those who are identified with the same political organiza-
tion of which he was a distingnished leader; but they evidently did
not understand his purposes nor appreciate his motives. Those who
knew HENRY WILSON, who have carefully watched his career since
the beginning of reconstruction, conld see in his recent utterances
upon that subject the same consistent determination to bring about,
if possible, a union of the best elements from the two great masses of
which southern society is composed. They could see the same mani-
festations of an extreme anxiety on his part to bring about harmony
and a reciprocity of feeling between the two races in the South, which
all must admit is the most effectual if not the only remedy for the
evils complained of in southern politics.

HENRY WILSON was a conscientious public man and a trne Chris-
tian, His character for honesty and integrity could never be ques-
tioned. His public career, though long and eventful, was one that
was particularly free from everything that was impure or even sns-
picious. His example is one that isin every particular worthy of em-
ulation. The only thing that is consoling in the death of this great
and good man is the fact that he left behind him a glorious record,
and that, having lived the life of a pure and devoted Christian, he
was enabled to say, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith.” Left us hope, Mr. Speaker, that we
may live the life that WiLsox lived, and die the death he died.

Mr. HURLBUT. I shall not undertake, Mr, 8peaker, to touch the
details of the life of HENrRY WILSON, to delineate his character, nor
to (o more than refer to his eminent public serviee. That will be
better done by men who stood nearer to him in his life, more compe-
tent to analyze the secret springs of his sueccess, and the real value of
his work. I prefer to deal rather on this occasion with the general
effect which the man himself has produced upon the thoughtful people
who knew him only by the broad and general features of character
as these framed and molded his public course and career.

There are two names which go straight to the heart of that grand
niass of thinkers and workers who constitute the American people.
Abraham Lincoln and HexrY WILSON more than all others of our
time command the sympathy and hold the love of the people of the
Union; both children of adversity, both toilers from their infancy,
both winning their way by dint of brain-work and the dominion of
pure character to the high places of the Republic. Differing in many
essential qualities, contrasted in many elements of power—alike in
the capacity of thorough conviction and of unfaltering action in the
st.rui!;'ht. line of such conviction—each colored. and pervaded by the
peculiar atmosphere of their special surroundings, both fearlessly,
intensely, absolutely American, such men could only be reared in one
country ; such men could only have come to the front in one epoch
of that country.

HeNRY WiLsox by the force of patient labor, of solid will, of fear-
less belief, of effort to know the right and to do the right, clove asun-
der the icy barriers which society had placed between the New Hamp-
shire boy and the Massachusetts Senator. He had the heroism to stand
by the unpopular if he believed he stood by the frue—a heroism nearly
as rare now as it was then—and he had the rare satisfaction in his
own life-time of seeing the right thing pass from opprobrinm and
oppogition to success and accomplishment.

From his early days he abhorred slavery as deserving curse from
God and man, and he struck straight at the heart of the hoary in-
iquity enthroned en the prejudiee of enstoms and hnttressed thongh
it was by unholy alliance of church and state. Iis clear moral vis-
ion was clouded by no cunningly wrought veil ; no device, no subter-
fuge, no cheat in word or action, could dim the anatomic eye which
detected and exposed the loathsome lines that indicated disease and
death in the painted harlot who queened it over the fairest portion
of the Republie. The strict constructionists of that day, North and
South, denonneced him. Pilate and Herod struck hands, bat the brave
heart, strong from continuous struggle, flinched in no wise from the
task self-imposed and self-sustained. He lived to see the dead car-
cass of the great wrong buried forever onf of the sight of men, and the
once blackened bosom of the nation pure again from that ancient sin.
He lived to do his part, as a man should, in the physical struggle,
the trial of colossal forces that shook our broad territory and made
its earth-fast foundations tremble with the step of uncounted hosts.
He saw the authority of the Constitution and the supremacy of lnw
vindicated ; he saw those who rashly took the sword punished by the
sword ; he heard the sounding hammer-blows of a hundred battles,
as in the white heat of the rebellion they welded the nation into
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indissoluble nnity. He heard the glorions sentiment of his great pre-
decessor, “The Union, now and forever, one and inseparable,” pro-
nounced as the grand result of the tremendous conflict, and wrought
into the life and conscience of millions of his countrymen as the one,
primal, controlling fact before which all others were dwarfed into
insignificance. Filled himself with the largest view of this intense

-nationality, he rejoiced that it filled the heart of the nation.

As Senator, as chairman of the Military Committee, he did much val-
nable work, work which the conntry hardly appreciates yet ; and it
stands to his eternal eredit that in the exercise of the wide discretion
and vast power held by him in that capacity no sordid nor selfish
nor sectional preference ever imlmiretl the justice of his action.

He took his part fairly and well in all the legislation which followed
the war ; nor have I ever heard any man say that in anything done or
said by him in all that time there was personal bitterness or desire
for revenge.

He was active as a politician, for he believed in the necessity of vig-
orous and enlightened political action. He made enemies, as all stron
men do; but even this time in which we live, prolific in slander an
prompt to accuse, never charged HENrY WiLsoN with dishonest act
or impure motive. b

Not standing in the rank of our greatest men, measured by intellec-
tual standards, his influence was due more to faith in his personal
character, his devotion to right, than to pre-eminent mental stature.

He did the work set before him to do with the same good faith and
the same steady energy with which he filled out the coarser tasks of
his early manhood, and the people for whom he labored so long and
well heartily unite in the plaudits of * good and faithful servant,” as
they look back upon his long career of public service and feel that
it is well with any people when from its institntions and modes of life
and thought can spring such a life and such a character as that of
HexrRY WILSON.

Mr. REAGAN. Some days ago it was suﬁgfsted that I should take
a part in the addresses on this occasion. ad then, on account of
the pressure of other duties, reluctantly to decline to do so. Until I
saw the list to-day of those who were fo make addresses I did not
know that it was anticipated I should say anything on this oceasion,
and what I do say shall be limited to stating an incident illustrative
of the character and virtues and the charity of the great man whose
memory is this day being honored.

My first personal acquaintance with Mr. WiLsox was in 1857, and our
associations were such as might spring np between two men of differ-
ent ages and different positions, and differing in polities. At the close
of the war I was made, with others, a prisoner, and was taken, with
Mr. Alexander H. Stephens,now a member of this House, to Fort War-
ren. In the fall of the year 1865, when we were released, I immedi-
ately returned to the city of New Yorlk, and while spending a few days
there I metwith Mr. WiLsoN, who was then engaged in canvassing the
State of New York. We had a somewhat free conversation about the
condition in which the country then was,and especiallyabout the con-
dition of that section of the country in which% lived. A short time
before that, feeling that I comprehiended the condition of the country
and what would Dbe necessary for the future, not only of the southern
portion but of all of if, I had addressed a communication to the peo-
ple of Texas from my prison, urging them to accept promptly thein-
evitable results of the war as the shortest and surest way to bring to
an end the evils which had sprung from it, advising them not only
to recognize the freedom of the slaves, but to secure to them the pro-
tection of the law and to concede to them the qualified right of suf-
frage. This had been published, and had come back and been read by
Benator WiLsoN. It became the subject of conversation. He asked
my opinion as to whether the people of Texas and the South would
accept the policy indicated in that communication. I had to tell him
that I could only express the hope they might do so; that for more
than four years I had not been in the State in which I lived or min-
gled with the people of that State. He then said—and I repeat it
now because it is in accordance with what others, his personal friends
and acquaintances, say of his character; for I would not if it were
different from that speak of what was merely a private conversation—
he then said he felt it was a duty I owed to Texas and the South,
as well as the rest of the country, to return home and urge the people
to adopt the policy which I had snggested. Hesaid to me at the same
time that if the peof)le of Texas and of the South generally would for
themselves adopt that policy he wonld accept it as a final basis of
adjnstment of the remaining differences between the North and the
Sonth, and would urge its adoption in the Senate of the United States,
with the exception that he would ask that the cases of one or two hun-
dred of the leading men should stand over, and that in addition to that
which I had snggested he would urge, if they saw proper to take that
course, that all except this one or two hundred he referred to should be
at onee relieved from all liability on account of having participated
in the war.

In the condition in which I was then placed, with the feelings I
then experienced, remembering that I was returning to a desolated
country and a conquered people to mingle again with them, looking
abroad and seeing the passions which the war had aroused, remem-
bering the earnest, active part which that distinguished Senator had
taken on the one side while he knew that I had been as earnestly en-
gaged on the other, I could not but feel that there was something of

a.grand magnanimity in his conduct, something of kindness and of
generosity in his expressions, which met with an earnest and sincere
response from me. k

I may say one other thing. He then informed me that while Mr.
Stephens and myself were in prison at Fort Warren he had come from
his home in Massachusetts twice to Washington to secure our release,
not on account of any application which had been made to him by ns
for that kindness, but because he felt that there was no necessity for
retaining us there; for he did not feel any spirit of revenge, and, as
was disclosed in the conversation we then had, he felt, as his great
colaborer Horace Greeley had felt, that it was not his desire in freeing
the slaves of the South to make slaves of those who had been free in
the South. He did not wish to see the passions of the war protracted,
and urged as a reason why I should endeavor to secure in the portion
of the country where I lived the policy I had indicated that the
adoption of such a policy was the only thing that could avert mili-
tary government there, the consequences that would spring from it,
and dangers which might result to the Union from having to control
large sections of the country by military authority.

Mr. Speaker, words so spoken to one sitnated as I was it will be un-
derstood wonld make an impression which has gone with me from
then till now. After my return home, when my friends in Texas who
desired to be relieved at Washingten, and who had no acquaintance
here, applied to me to see if there was some person here who would
take an interest in their behalf, I did not hesitate on more than one
occasion to write to Senator WiILsoN on their behalf, and I never
wrote to him without getting a prompt and kindly answer, indicating
a desire to do what he could for the interests of our people. What-
ever differences in politics may have existed in the past, and however
divergent our views may have been on great questions; however ear-
nestly we may have strunggled on opposite sides in the days in which we
had opposed each other, expressions like these and kindness like this
made me feel that these were the expressions -and the kindness of a
sincere and just heart, and it makes me feel sincere gratification that
I have the privilege of saying so in this presence on this occasion.

I am not qualified by association or information to dwell npon the
historic features of his character, nor is it necessary that I shonld do so
if I were, after the eloquent portraitures of his character which have
been made upon this floor to-day. I did not rise to make an address.
I only rose to speak of these incidents, and fo speak of them as having
made me feel a sincere respect for him while living, and feeling that
his death, ococurring when it did, was a misfortune to our common
country. A year ago,sir, when Mr. WILsoN wasmaking a tour through
the Southern States, the people of Texas in large numbers, and with
whom I united, nrgently invited him to come to Texas to enable us
to testify our feeling of respect for his generous and manly conduct
toward us in the hour of our ealamity and misfortune.

Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, again a dark shadow covers the Capi-
tol and veils its lofty Dome in glnom. Relentless death has in
cﬁt_.e}ed the Senate House, and with remorseless fury struck down the
chief.

HENRY WILSON is dead. His last work has been performed, his
last dufy discharged, and he has gone to his reward.

To-day a nation mourns its loss and bows in grief at its bereave-
ment ; from Champlain to the Gulf; from Faneuil Hall to the golden
shores, the Republic is shrouded in mourning, and its mighty heart
ceases for a moment its pulsations while hnmanity places the chap-
let upon the tomb of the philanthropist, the patriot statesman, and
the Christian. y

0, what a wealth of sorrow ; what a majesty of woe!

Amml%l the millions who gather in sorrow around his open grave
to pay the last sad tribute to his memory come the brave and pat-
riotic people of my own State and claim a near approach to that
sacred spot.

Vermont comes to-day to add one more leaf to the garland that
decorates his tomb. _

Outside the limits of the noble Commonwealth in which repose his
ashes—a State so rich in historical events, in clustering memories, in
great names, and in noble men—there is no spotin the broad universe
where he was more loved and respected and where his memory is
more honored and revered than in the State I have the honor in
part to represent.

His name is as familiar as those of her own sons in every cottage
and cabin that nestles among her green hills.

It seemed to me that it would be eminently proper that the Je-
scendants of Slade and Harrington, pioneers in the ecause of civil
liberty, shonld come to the hnmble tomb at Natick as near mourners
of the illustrions dead.

The doctrine of human freedom and the political equality of all
men before the law is as firmly and deeply rooted in the hearts of
her people to-day as it was on the morning when Allen was doomed
to an immortality of fame and Stark drove the mercenaries of King
George, routed and bleeding, from the plains of Bennington.

The whole pathway of history sparkles with the names of illostri-
ous men and the noble deeds of heroes and patriots; but it was
reserved to the nineieenth century to furnish the most remarkable
body of men that has ever existed in the world’s annals.

Garrison, and Sumner, and Hale, and Lovejoy, and Giddings, with
whom were associated Slade, and Nicholson; and Fletcher, and Shafi-




1876. -

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

249

ter, and Marsh of my own State, were among the leaders and heraes
of the old anti-slavery party—a party which embodied the very
-essence and dpirit of integrity, perseverance, independence, honest
convictions, high and exalted moral conrage, and genuine public
virtne, With these men Hexry WiLsoN was early enlisted in the
-great work of emancipation and enfranchisement, to which he de-
voted every energy of body and mind during his whole life. He es-
poused this mlpogulﬂr cause when it required physical as well as
moral courage to do it. A

With Collamer and Foot he bore the heat and burdens of the day;
with them he bore the vexation and ignominy of a temporary defeat,
and with them af last rejoiced in a complete and glorious victory.
And the last public act of his life was an eloquent and stirring ad-
aress to Vermont’s survivors of the great conflict, rejoicing with
them in its grand results and imparting words of encouragement
and precepts of wisdom by which to shape the present and guide
them in the future.

New Hampshire may claim the honor of his birthplace, Massachu-
setts his home and last resting-place, but his untarnished fame and
the history of his noble life cannot be circumscribed by State lines.
1t is the nation’s legacy and the rich heritage of the Republie.

The period of Mr. WiLson’s life was in some respects the golden
age of our country’s history. It wasa time which called for men of
iron nerve, of settled conscientious convictions, and manly independ-
ence,

It was a time which demanded men who were not afraid to do
right regardless of the consequences; who were willing to bear the
tannts, sneers, and perseentions of the champions of an accursed in-
stitution intrenched behind power, wealth, learning, influence, and
religious bigotry.

Such a man was found in HENRY WILSON ; a man fortunate in his
origin and useful life, and equally fortunate in the time and place of
his death. A A

In early life he was the child of poverty and domestic sorrow ; he
was cast out upon the cold charities of the world and left uTou his
own resources ; he labored and struggled, buffeting the world’s ad-
verse fortunes and storms with a strong arm and an honest heart,
strong in his own conscious rectitude, and in God’s own good time
was ushered at once into the public arena, to combat with intellec-
tual gladiatorial champions scarcely excelled in the world’s history.

Manfully he bore himself in the &,rreat struggle, battling for the
right against wealth, arrogance, and power. isdaining the codes
and dogmas of honor, falsely so called, he planted himself upon the
eternal principles of self-defense and personal preservation until
victory crowned his efforts and the voice of his country called him to
the second position in the nation.

Mr. WiLsoN's industry was untiring and knew no bounds. He
allowed himself neither recreation nor repose, but, amid all the vast
and multiplied labors of his official position, devoted himself with
unfaltering courage to the second great work of his life, the gather-
ing up and preserving the facts and fragments relating to the rise
and fall of the slave power in Ameriea, in order that some future
Baneroft may write the history of that gigantic struggle and glori-
ous victory. The work he performed was immense, and a just and
generous posterity will award him the meed of praise which is justly
and honestly his dune for his invaluable services in the cause of jus-
tice and equal rights.

Of his long and honorable eareer in the National Legislature I need
not speak; it is a part of the history of our country, and the world
knows it by heart. i

His Herculean labors at the head of the Senate Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs during the war for the supremacy of the Government is
beyond description, and can be fully known only by those who were
his associates in anxious solicitude and toil.

The great Lincoln leaned upon him in the dark hours as a firm sup-
Eort, while every pulsation of his heart, during the whole term of

is official life, was for the honor and welfare of the Republic, for
human freedom, and the emancipation and enfranchisement of the

op{::saad.
onE the foremost of the patriot band to whom, under God, we
are indebted for universal liberty, peace, and a redeemed and re-united
country, stood HENry Wirsox. Ile neverflinched or faltered ; when
the hearts of the timid quaked with fear he wasalways 'hopei‘ul and
courageous ; when others doubted and turned back he stood firm as a
_rock in midocean until the storm had spent its fury and peace again
brooded over the face of the great deep.

When grim-visaged wir had smoothed his wrinkled front, and the
dark clouds which had lowered upon our country were in the deep
bosom of the ocean buried, he was among the first to counsel for-
giveness and brotherly love; and no man rejoiced more than he did
in the era of good feeling inaugurated at Lexington and Concord
Ticonderoga and Bunkerlilill, at the late centennial celebration ; and
he looked forward with a longing anxiety and joyous delight to the
great exposition at Philadelphia, in 1876, when he hoped to witness
the final burial of the last sad relic of the great eivil strife, and the
princi{les it had forever settled, and which he had helped so much to
crystallize and establish, should be honestly andin good faith accepted
by all, the nghts of all men everywhere respected, and peace and
ﬁuod—fellowahxp once more reign throughout the whole length and

readth of our favored Republic.

Vice-President WiLsox was notl, perhaps, great as an orator, a
scholar, or a statesman; but he was great in industry, in the power
of intense and continued application, in toil, in courage, in assiduous,
conscientious devotion to duty.

He was great in honesty and integrity, in his moral courage, and in
the faith and practice of Christianity.

ITe marched, by the power of his own will, his indomitable indus-
try, and his patriotic impulses, from the bench of the shoemaker to
the Senate of the United States; from his humble calling at Natick
to the responsible duties at Washington. In all his conduct, both
public and private, conscience was his constant monitor and guiding
star. No hope of earthly reward or preferment could swerve him
from the path of duty and no threats counld silence his voice or cause
him to abate his ardor in the great work to which he had conseerated
his life. Amid the storms and tempests of political life, when the
loved and honored were suspected and shaken like a reed, he stood
proudly forth, pure and undefiled. No stain of corruption ever tar-
nished the luster of his bright escutcheon and no bribe ever left its
plague-spot upon his hand.  Surrounded during his official life with
the blandishments of power and the fascinations of wealth, he pre-
served his character, and died comparatively poor. While many of
the gifted and mighty were swallowed up in the whirljpool of dissi-
pation and crime, he walked among them with a charmed life, and
came out of the furnace with not so much as the smell of fire upon
his garments.

Every noble cause and genuine reform found in him an eloquent
advocate and an ardent champion. He represented in an eminent
degree the noble elements of our American nationality. His life was -
the natural and generous outgrowth of our free institutions and of our
higher and purer civilization. His character and history demonstrate
what industry, will, determination, and integrity can accomplish,
and show the value and advantage of steady perseverance and con-
tinued and honest adherence to conscientious convictions.

He lived to seethe great work of his life accomplished : the political
equality of all men securely imbedded in. the organie law, and the
emancipated and enfranchised bondmen standing ns the honored
representatives of American freemen in both branches of the National
Legislature.

f he had ambition, it was an ambition to do right, to advance the
welfare of his fellow-men, and be reckoned among the world’s bene- -
factors. If he desired position, it was because it would enable him
tio accomplish more for humanity and render greater service to his
conntry.

His convictions were clear cut and as firm as the granite hills of
his native State; he believed in political parties, and loved his own
almost to idolatry; but no partisan blindness prevented his seeing
its errors and no timid time-serving policy could deter him from
point'mmem out and demanding their correction.

If he faults, they were of the negative kind, and were so mixed
up with bold and generous deeds that the world could scarce discern
them.

It is well that he died under the roof and almost upon the very spot
where he had won his earthly lanrels and h"'lll:"d to achieve one of
the %'reateat victories recorded upon the pages of human history. With
worldly honors thick upon him and the prayers of a grateful and gen-
erous nation filling the whole land, his spirit took its flight from the
portals of the National Capitol, with the shackles struck from four
millions of bondmen, the shining record of awell-spent life, and a
vital and living faith in a erucified Savior, to gain him admittance
to the golden city. Tender hands and loving hearts were there in the
trying hour to smooth his pathway to the tomb and watch the pre-
cious sands as they gently ebbed away. Aund then, as was so beanti-
fully said of another of Massachusetts’ illustrious sons :

With solemn steps and sorrowing hearts, they bore him back to the State he served
so faithfully and which loved him so well; and to her soil, precions with the dust
of patriotism and of valor, of letters and of art, of stat hip and of eloguence,
they have committed the body of him who is worthy to rest by theside of the noblest
and the best of those who, in the century of her history, have made her the model
of o free Commonwealth. :

His last public utterance was an admonition to’those with whom
he had acted politically, which they will do well to observe and heed ;
it was characteristic of the man; it breathed a spirit of patriotic de-
votion to country and an anxious solicitude for the prosperity and wel-
fare of her people.

And to-day, as we stand around the open grave of him who harbored
nomalice, but whoselove of country and pureand lofty patriotism knew
no North, no South, no East, no West, let us bury every feeling of hit-
terness and sectional animosity ; let us pledge burselves anew to our
country and receive a new baptism into her service; let us all rally
around the old flag with all its glorious histories and recollections,
drawing our inspiration from one living fountain, and, with one heart,
one purpose, and one impulse, press on together to a common and glo-
rious destiny.

Mr. LAWRENCE. I ask the indulgence of the House for a few mo-
ments while I pay a brief tribute oF respect to the memory of the
illustrious dead. It was my good fortune during seven sessions of
Con, to board at the same house and sit at the same table with
the honored citizen whose demise we now mourn. During all that
time, and more, I had the honor to share his friendship. I many
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opportunities to know the qualities of head and heart which render
his name dear to the people of every land, and which have made it
illustrions throughont the world. It is well that we should pause in
the work of legislation toexpress a profound respect for these, to study
them as a means of instruction for ourselves, and that we may be
itgsplimd with an earnest purpose to profit by the lessons which they

ach. .

It is one of the advantages of our repnblican formn of government
that it gives equal opportunity to all to fill every place of publie trust,
to render nseful services to mankind, and to rise to the highest dis-
tinetion which private worth and publie service and useful and meri-
torious labors ean give. This fact is illustrated in a remarkable de-
gree by the life, character, and services of the deceased, and by the
froits which they have borne. These have been so fully stated, and
are so widely known, and are so interwoven with the history of our
times, and the great movements of nearly half a century in behalf of
humanity, right, and good government, that it is wholly unnecess:
for me to speak of them in detail. It is well that these should he
studied by young men and all men, that they may know the elements
which made the life of HENRY WILSON a 1d success. To some of
these I may briefly allude. First of all, HENRY WiILsON was “the
noblest work of God”—an honest man. Withount this quality no man
can rise to and maintain permanent success. His life illustrated a fact
which eannot be ton widely known ; that “ there is no excellence with-
out great labhor”—Nil sine magno vita labore dedit mortalibus. Few men
ever devoted more hours to industrious study, to patient investiga-
tion, to laborious attention to every duty, than did HENrY WILSON.
The results of these are before us and mankind, teaching #eir lessons
of usefulness. His official and literary labors were immense. In
Congress he was not a great declaimer, but he was a great orator. He
spoke ably and strongly for the right. Another characteristic brought
its rewards; he always dared to do right, and trust to God and the
sober second thought of the people to sustain him.

When oppression and wrong sit in places of power, or for a time
control the popular will, men who are not actuated from a sense of
duty may bow to the storm. These are dangerous and unsafe men.
HeNrY WILSON was nof of this class. In all he said or did he was
;E';lig(ui by the love and fear of God and a purpose to benefit man-

nd.

In all the relations of life the heart of HENRY WiLsON overflowed
with kindness and a tender regard for the feelings of all his fellow-
men. He was kindly and gentle in his nature ; he never turned away
unheard the request of the most humble or lowly.

His life and labors prove that his acqnirements were extensive and
varied, and these he had the natural and educated ability fo apply
so as to make them bring suceess, and to enroll his among the “ im-
mortal names that were not born to die.” He has passed to his reward.
More than a nation mourns his loss. :

The good he has done will live after him; it is a part of imperish-
able history in which he bore a useful and conspicuous part. His
monument is more durable than brass. It will be seen and known
through the endless cycles of eternity.

Mr. LAPHAM. Mr. Speaker, it would perhaps become my position
best, not having been accustomed to speak on this floor, to refrain
from expressing any of the thoughts which are crowding for utterance
at the present moment. There is, however, a single view of the life,
character, and services of the late Vice-President, already referred to
by those who have preceded me, nupon which I will dwell for a mo-
ment, for I am not willing that the great State I have the honor in
plart to represent should remain entirely silent on an occasion like
this. i

When, at so short a period since, that it seems but as yesterday, our
Chief Magistrate was stricken down by the hand of an assassin, all
the civilized nations of the earth united with us in mourning and
sympathy for the great loss we had sustained in the tragic death of our
patriot President.

Now that the second officer of the Government has fallen almost as
saddenly by the sfroke of disease, our grief is scarcely less intense.
Snch emotions of sorrow arise not solely by reason of the exalted sta-
tions from which these truly great men have fallen, but also from a
remembrance of the humble origin of each. Each had risen from
obsenrity and poverty to snch exalted station, not by any suddén
fortune, but by patient and steady steps of progress. Each furnished
an example of that gradual growth in greatness and goodness attain-
able only under institutions of government like ours. They were em-
inently the children of the Republic.

Mr. WiLsoN, amidst all the honors and blandishments of office and
place, never lost sight of the obscure condition from which he had
risen. He was always full and fervent in sympathy with sufferin
and intense hatred of wrong. He lived a life of singnlar purity an
of the most unswerving fidelity to his convictions of duty. It wasthis
which endeared him to the masses of the American people and which
renders his demise a source of the most profound grief.

Although the grave eovers him, and all that was visible o us is for-
ever hidden from our sight, yet, sir, it is not death. The noble exam-
ple his wonderfully useful life has furnished to the young of every
station will long endure, and sérve to emulate the rising statesmen of
the Republic.

As has been so felicitonsly written hy a Massachusetts poetof the late
distinguished colleague of Mr. WiLsoN in the Senate, so it may also
De fitly said of him:

Alike are life and death,
‘When life in death survives,

And the uninterrupted breath
Inspires a thonsand lives.

‘Were a star quenched on high,
. Far ages would its tht}m
Still traveling downward m the sky,
Shine on our mortal sight ;

So when a great man dies,

* For years beyond our ken

The light he leaves behind him lies
Upon the paths of men. *

Mr. BLAIR, The great men whose forms we have seen and who in
their lives have illustrated and vindicated the prineiples of American
liberty and of just government on earth, who preserved them by the

at deeds of the war and crystallized the i(.lena evolved in the de-
ates and battles of this momentous era into enduring forms of con-
stitutional legislation, are rapidly disappearing from the scene.

Among them all, with one pre-eminent exception, whose apotheosis
was by martyrdom, there was no man who, by his early and iutense
convictions; his life-long, zealous, judicious, and unweamned labors;
his perennially youthful and steadfast faith in the final triuinph of
the cause of freedom in the entire land; who, by his resources in disas-
ter, his confidence even in seasons of despair, his wise counsels, his
sagacions perception and forecasting of the currents of thonght and
of the actual condition of the public ju(lgmeut and of the impnlses of
the popular heart, accomplished more in his life-time for his country and
for mankind, no man who better deserves to be immortalized among
the benefactors of humanity, than he whose name dignified even the
lofty official appellation of Vice-President of the United States, and
whose memory draws sweet tears from the eyes of thousands of his
countrymen while over his new-made grave the frozen winds of dis-
tant New England are singing their requiem to-day.

HeNRY WILSON was a great man, not alone in moral heroism, which
was perhaps the strong aspect of his character, not alone because he
was ever equally ready with his most inflexible associates to dare and
to do all things for his principles ; but more especially in this, that he
more than most of them knew how to so do and dare that doing and
daring might not be in vain. e was a practical statesman. e was
great use he knew men and dealt with them as men. He recog-
nized the truth which must ever be applied by those who transmute
abstractions into human history and transfer the dreams of the ideal
into the conerete utilities of life, that means must be adapted to ends,
and that the average motives of a nation must be machag and stimu-
lated in order to accomplish a national result.

The industrial institutions of a people are seldom, unless remotely,
affected by purely moral causes. It is only when such forces have
taken hold of material interests that men will consent to overturn the
existing state, and it was given to HENRY WILSON more clearly than
to almost any other of the great men who led the prevailing sentiment
of the nation during its last and great transition to comprehend that
practical democracy or republicanism is equality in the conditions of
toil. His own ragged lot in early life, when he struggled with ad-
verse fate in his native New Hampshire, whose pride in his career and
earnest love for the pure life and noble manhood of her son are the sole
reason why my voiceis lifted in this augunst presence to-day, enabled him
to comprehend how real freedom is something more than mere absence
of legal restraint; that the bondage of the colored man was less the
consequence of positive law than of those relations and conditions of
society of which the positive law itself was an outgrowth and conse-
quence, and not a cause. He comprehended how all laborers, whether
of the North or Sonth and of whatever race, were enslaved in a sub-
stantial sense by the existence of the institution of slavery anywhere
on the national domain, and, whether sanctioned by the fawa of -the
land or otherwise, how impossible it was and is for these opposing
tendencies to co-exist permanently under one common government.

He knew, for he was instinctively a statesman, that nunless the prin-
ciple of absolutely free labor should prevail, whatever might be the
written law, the opposing principle would wax stronger and stronger
until the laboring man every where would be practically ensl:wml%f
the custom of the country. It is a great mistake to imagine that aH
the slavery which existed within the limitsof the Union was confined
to the colored race and to the Southern States. The poison was in the
atmosphere of the continent and all over the conntry ; the white race,
too, was in partial bondage, and neither, although greatly enlarged, is
absolutely and practically free even to-day. Ignorance is slavery.
Mighty prejudices, the fetters of the soul, are still unbroken, and mag-
nificent victories of peace are yet to be won. We have entered npon
a new era, wherein the tendencies and prevailing influences point to
the ultimate emancipafion of all men, to a period wherein every yoke
shall be broken and the oppressed shall some time in the millennial
future be absolutely free. In this great exigency of our generation,
which we hope we have passed fulﬁ' throngh in crossing the Jordan
of this trinmphant transition, it was given to HENrRY WILSON to march
conspicuounly in front of the halting host for many years bearing aloft
the stan of equality for all. It was his to rally, as with the bugles
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of his native hills, the more elevated sentiments of the nation, tolarge-
ly aid to fﬂl‘Fl! its stray convictions into a solid mass until the moral
and material motives and forces of the people overcome all opposition
and the broad theory of absolute freedom for all has been established
forever as the fundamental working model of the Government. In
this great work the war was but an incident, terrible to be sure, but
inevitable; pastnow, thank God, but full sure to return unlessits canses
are avoided, its fruits garnered, and its conelusions sacredly regarded;
and it would methinks increase the joys of the blessed dead to hear
the generous tributes to departed worth with which these chastened
walls have echoed the eloquent grief of our sunny and beloved South
for ];lim who lived and died the true friend of every human being on
earth.

Sinee the termination of the strife no man has labored more stren-
uously than the late Vice-President, not only to secure the enactment
of the decision of arms into proper and enduring forms of constitu-
tional law, but more especially have his broad patriotism and humane
sentiments made him indefatigable in his endeavors to secure the full
return of reciprocal love between the sections of our country so un-
fortunately imbittered against each other by the unavoidable animos-
ities of fratricidal war. ’

Probably no man contributed more than he to the revival of these
gentler thoughts and more generous sentiments which are prevailin
to-day, and which may God grant us to cultivate more and more unti
no discordant note shall mar the joy of our centennial year.

HexrY WiLsoxN is dead. His voice is hushed. His great heart is
still. His form has vanished. To-morrow the Capitol will put away
its badges of mourning, and history alone will know aught more of
him on earth forever. But he has left to the patriot, the statesman,
and the Christian the lofty example of an unsullied and illustrious
life ; to the toiling man and woman and child of every race and clime,
and of all ages to come, an inspiration ; to his native and to his adop-
ted State, and to the whole country which he loved so well, the mem-
ory of a character most rare and exalted, a character which under the
adverse conditions of his origin our precious institutions alone conld
have made possible ; and as time rolls away his fame will grow brighter
and rise higher in the firmament of history until it shines perpetually,
a fixed star in the resplendent galaxy of the greatest and best of his
generation. -

The resolutions were then unanimously a&opt.ed, and the House (at
five minutes to five p. m.) adjourned.

.

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were presented
at the Clerk’s desk under the rule, and mfermn{, as stated:

By Mr. BASS: The petition of R. W. Clark, for pay as an employé
of the Post-Office Departinent, to the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. BOONE: The petition of Drury Dunaway, for a pension, to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois: The petition of citizens of Illi-
nois, for the repeal of the check-stamp tax, to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. CLARK, of Missouri: The petition of J. W. Christopher and
other citizens of Missouri, for the repeal of the check-stamp tax, to
the same committee.

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of Luther Hall, for an extension of
letters-patent, to the Committee on Patents.

By Mr. CULBERSON : The petition of citizens of Cass and Bowie
Counties, Texas, for a post-route from Sidney to Dalby’s Springs,
Texas, to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

- Also, the petition of citizens of Cass County, for a post-route from
Atlanta to Wheatville, Texas, to the same committee.

By Mr. DARRALL: The petitions of John Miller, John N. Smith,
and J. B. V. Richard, for pay for property taken by the United States,
to the Committee on War Claims,

By Mr. DAVY: Papers in the case of John Rosecrans, to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. DOUGLAS : The petition of Elizabeth A. Bryant, for pay for
%‘i"?ert'y desfroyed by the United States, to the Committee on War

alms.

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of E. D. Hammer and others, for
a change in the postal laws, to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

By Mr. ELKINS: The petitions of M. Chaves and L. Labodi, for pay
for losses by reason of Indian depredations, to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

By Mr. GOODE : The petition of Mrs. Mary A. Hughes, for compen-
sation for property taken and used by the United States, to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of Pryor N. Lea, for pay for res-
cuing three United States soldiers from a sand-bar in the Mississippi
River and for nursing them and furnishing them food and medicine,
N HAMILTON, of Tndi

v Mr. N, of Indiana: A paper relating to a t-route
from Bluffton to Warren, Indiana, to thl; (ll)eommittee gn the Post-Office
and Post-Roads. : :

By Mr. HARDENBERGH : Papers relating to the claim of Mary H.
Noonan, to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: The petition of Agnes May, for com-
pensation for loss of a leg by a shell from the United States Army, to
the same committee.

Also, the petition of William 8. Downs, for pay for property taken
and used by the United States Army, to the same committee.

By Mr. HENKLE: The Ec-t.itiou of Ca%tai.n Joseph Owens, for an
increase of pension, to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and
War of 1312,

By Mr. HOAR: The petition of the Congregational church of Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts, for a commission of i.nquil;iy concerning the alco-
holic liquor traffic, to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HOLMAN : The petition of Edward Doherty, for relief, to
the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claim of D. W. Glassie and
others, to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, papers relating to the claim of Sarah A. Turner, to the same
committee. *

Also, papers relating to the claim of Martha A. Stevens, to the same
committee.

By Mr. LEAVENWORTH: The petition of John T. Brown, for pay
for carrying a dispatch and for acting as a spy and pilot for the United
States Army, to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, the petition of James P. Gillespie, for pay as an informer in
revenue cases, to the Committee on Claims. .

By Mr. MCFARLAND: The petition of Mary Ann Hale, for arrears
of pension, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of H. L. Green, of Missouri, for re-
lief, to the Commiftes on War Claims.

Also, the petitions of Joseph J. Browne and Alexander C. Cloud, for
pay for property taken and destroyed by the United States Army, to
the same committee.

Also, the petition of Dr. Edward Dunscomb, for relief, to the Com-
mittee on Claims.

By Mr. PATTERSON : The petition of certain registers and receiv-
ers of land offices in Colorado, relative to allowance for office-rent and
fuel, to the Committee on the Public Lands.

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of William H. Pond and others, of
Milford and New Haven, Connecticut, for a reduction of postage-rates
on third-class mail matter, to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

Also, the petition of Henry C. Miles and others, of New Haven
County, Connecticut, against a further appropriation by Con for
distribution of seeds from the Agricultural Department, to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

Also, the petition of Frank M. Lovejoy and others, of New Haven,
Connecticut, for the issue of 3.65 convertible gold bonds, to the Com-
mittee on Banking and Currency.

By Mr. RANDALL : The petition of the heirs of Jacob Cramer, for
relief, to the Committee on War Claims. 3

By Mr. ROBINSON : The petition of Z. Parrish and other citizens
of Madison and Grant Counties, Indiana, for a post-route from El-
wood to Mandia, Indiana, to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

By Mr. SEELYE: The petition of eitizens of Massachusetts, for the
of the check-stamp fax, to the Committee on Ways and Means.
Mr. TARBOX: The petition of Cynthia H. Abbott, for a pension,

to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ]

By Mr. TEESE: Papers relating to the claims of Robert M. Hen-
ning and Albert Pierce, to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York : The petition of citizensof Troy
i{[)r the repeal of the check-stamp tax, to the Committee on Ways and

eans.

By Mr. VANCE, of North Carolina: Papers relating to the claim of
Pinkney Rollins, to the same committee.

By Mr. WADDELL: The petition of John Brown, for pay for prop-
erty used by the United States Army, to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, the memorial of John Rand, Joseph Royal, and A. T. Guthrie,
for pay for services as light-house-keepers, to the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. WALKER, of Virginia: The certificate of the secretary of
state of Sonth Carolina, showing the number of votes cast in certain
Erecincts in connection with the contested-election case of C. W.

nttz, contestant, against E. W. M. Mackey, to the Committee on
Elections,

By Mr. A. 8. WILLIAMS: The petition of John Phillips, for pay for
Indian depredations, to the Committee on Indian Affairs,

By Mr. WIGGINTON: Papers relai.iné; to the Rancho Canada de
Guadalupe la Visitacion y Rodeo Viejo Company, to the Committee
on the Public Lands.

Also, papers relating to the Pulgas Rancho claims, to the Commit-
tee on Private Land Claims.

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claims of James G. Moore,
Martha M. Parker, Mary A. Somerville, W. B. Hamlin, and Benjamin
Coleman, to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, papers relating to the application of Gill & Able, for a return’
of ahiﬁing fees, to the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. : A paper relative to the complaint J. C. Smith, Dun-
dee, Scotland, from Henry A. Smythe, addressed to the Secretary of
the Treasury, to the same committee.

By Mr. The petition of William and James Vance, for pay
for barracks at San Antonio, to the same committee.

Te
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