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our time has no room for the vision of 
the Taliban or Al Qaida. 

This is a time of promise for America. 
I’m incredibly optimistic about this Nation’s 
future, because I understand America and 
I understand the people of America. Frank-
lin Roosevelt warned us 70 years ago that 
fear feeds on itself and contributes to the 
very problems that first gave it rise. Amer-
ica has prevailed over fear in a Great De-
pression and in a global war, and we will 
do so again. 

The character of our country has not 
changed. Oh, the TV sets have changed; 
the telephones have changed; the cars have 
changed; but not the heart and soul of 
America. When they struck America, they 
did not understand our Nation. They did 
not understand our resolve. They did not 
understand our patience. They did not un-
derstand our will to win. 

I want to thank the Business Council 
for coming and for joining this war. All 

of us need to understand, it is now time 
to plant the flag of freedom firmly in our 
Nation and around the world, because what 
we do today will determine whether or not 
our children and our grandchildren can 
grow up in a life that we knew. What we 
do today will determine how free America 
is for the future. And we will not fail. 

Thank you all for coming, and God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Thomas L. Morris, 
Jr., and Joseph P. Curseen, Jr., postal workers 
at the Brentwood postal facility in Wash-
ington, DC, who died as a result of anthrax 
infections contracted from contaminated 
mail processed at the facility. H.R. 3162, 
Uniting and Strengthening America by Pro-
viding Appropriate Tools Required To Inter-
cept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PA-
TRIOT ACT) Act of 2001, approved October 
26, was assigned Public Law No. 107–56.

Statement on the Death of Gerry Solomon
October 26, 2001

Gerry Solomon was a true patriot. A 
decorated veteran of the U.S. Marine 
Corps, he was a tireless advocate of the 
men and women of the United States mili-
tary who continued to work to protect the 

interests of America’s veterans long after 
his service in the U.S. Congress ended. 
Gerry Solomon will always be remembered 
as true to his creed: duty, honor, country.

The President’s Radio Address 
October 27, 2001

Good morning. I’m pleased to report that 
our Nation continues to take important 
steps in the war against terrorism. Next 
week, the House of Representatives will be 
voting on an airline security bill that Con-
gressman Don Young has introduced. 

It was modeled after proposals I made 
last month. Under the Young bill, the Fed-
eral Government will assume complete con-
trol of airport security and screening. It 
also greatly expands the Federal air marshal 
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