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Black, White, Hispanic, Asian, Latino, Na-
tive American, gay, straight—it doesn’t matter.
What matters is that we have this sense of com-
mon purpose and common resolve. That’s
what is going to help ensure that this recovery
continues. That’s what is going to make sure
that this country’s future is bright. That is at
the core, I believe, not only of what it means to
be a Democrat, but I also think that’s at the
core of what it means to be an American.

I believe in you guys. You guys have had my
back through some very tough times. I'm going
to have your back, as well. And together, we’re
going to move this country forward.
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God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. And thank you, Democratic cau-
cus, for all the great work that you do. Let’s go
out there and change the country. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:36 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf Resort,
Spa & Marina. In his remarks, he referred to
musician Al Green; Rep. John B. Larson; Jessi-
ca Buchanan, an aid worker held hostage in So-
malia and rescued by U.S. Armed Forces on
January 25; and Warren E. Buffett, chief exec-
utive officer and chairman, Berkshire Hatha-
way Inc.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser

January 27, 2012

Thank you, everybody. Please, please have a
seat. It is wonderful to see all of you here this
afternoon. Some old friends and some new
friends.

As you know, I'm not here tonight just as
President, but also as an adopted member of
the Crow Nation. If my adoptive parents were
here, I know what they’d say: Kids just grow up
so fast. [Laughter]

When I made that visit to Montana, I said
that my job wasn’t just to win an election. It
was to make sure that Washington started to
focus on you. And I took that commitment se-
riously.

My commitment is deeper than our unique
nation-to-nation relationship. It's a commit-
ment to making sure that we get that relation-
ship right. Native Americans have to be full
partners in our economy. Your children and
your grandchildren have to have an equal shot
at the American Dream.

And that's why for 3 years in a row now,
we’ve brought tribal leaders to Washington to
develop an agenda that reflects your hopes and
your aspirations and the needs of your tribes.
I've appointed Native Americans to senior po-
sitions in my administration and in my White
House. And many of you have had a chance to
work with Kim Teehee, who does an extraordi-
nary job coordinating our Native American af-
fairs in the White House. And we’ve worked

together to tackle some of the most difficult
challenges facing Native American families.

And we should be proud of what we’ve done
so far, but it should also sharpen our resolve to
do even more. As long as Native Americans
face unemployment rates that are far higher
than the national average, we’ve got more work
to do. And I wake up every day focused on how
do we restore America’s promise for all our
people, including our first Americans.

So, in my State of the Union Address this
week, I laid out my blueprint for an economy
that’s built to last, an economy built on Ameri-
can manufacturing and American energy, skills
for American workers, and a return to Ameri-
can values of fair play and responsibility. And
that’s what we’re fighting for.

And T want you guys to be full partners in
that fight because I believe that one day we’re
going to be able to look back on these years
and say that this was a turning point in nation-
to-nation relations; that this was a turning
point when the nations all across the country
recognized that they were full partners, treated
with dignity and respect and consultation; that
this wasn’t just a side note on a White House
agenda, but this was part and parcel of our
broader agenda to make sure that everybody
has opportunity.

And it’s also a moment when we build a
strong middle class in Indian Country. It’s not
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simply a ward, but is able to marshal the re-
sources to create its own agenda and its own
destiny and its own economic development
and its own businesses. That’s what we’re look-
ing for.

We want new businesses and new opportu-
nities to take root on the reservation. We want
to stop repeating the mistakes of the past and
begin building a better future, one that honors
old traditions and also welcomes every single
Native American into the American Dream.

We've done some great work together.
Whether it’s making sure that Indian Health
was permanently extended and that we were
putting additional resources to make sure that
we're picking up the health of Native Ameri-
cans all across the country, whether it’s an Ex-
ecutive order that specifies our focus on educa-
tion with all of your tribes, whether it'’s making
sure that we are working hard to allow the ex-
pansion of land in trust on behalf of nations to

go further, we’ve made some significant prog-
ress. But we’ve got a lot more to do.

And I'm going to need all of you to continue
to consult with us, to continue to work with us,
continue to partner with us. I guarantee you
that the work we’ve done over these first 3
years is not the end, it’s just the beginning.

And if you stick with me, I promise you guys
I'm going to be sticking with you. All right,
God bless you. Thank you. Thank you.

[At this point, the President answered ques-
tions from members of the audience, and no
transcript was provided. ]

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:44 p.m. at the
Mandarin Oriental hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Kimberly Teehee, Senior Policy Ad-
viser for Native America Affairs, White House
Domestic Policy Council. He also referred to
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act; and
Executive order 13592.

Statement on International Holocaust Remembrance Day

January 27, 2012

This International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, Michelle and I join people in the United
States, in Israel, and across the globe as we re-
member the 6 million Jews and millions of oth-
ers who were murdered at the hands of the
Nazis.

We commit ourselves to keeping their mem-
ories alive not only in our thoughts, but
through our actions. As we remember all those
who perished in camps from Auschwitz to Tre-
blinka, Dachau to Sobibor, we pledge to speak
truth to those who deny the Holocaust.

As we celebrate the strength and resilience
of survivors, we pledge to stand strong against
all those who would commit atrocities, against
the resurgence of anti-Semitism, and against
hatred in all its forms.

As we draw inspiration from the righteous
gentiles who risked their lives to save friends,
neighbors, and even strangers, we pledge to
continue the hard work of repairing the world.

Together with the State of Israel and all our
friends around the world, we dedicate our-
selves to giving meaning to those powerful
words: “Never forget. Never again.”

Statement on the Resignation of Aneesh P. Chopra as United States Chief

Technology Officer
January 27, 2012

As the Federal Government’s first Chief
Technology Officer, Aneesh Chopra did
groundbreaking work to bring our Govern-
ment into the 21st century. Aneesh found
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countless ways to engage the American people
using technology, from electronic health re-
cords for veterans to expanding access to
broadband for rural communities to moderniz-
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