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simply a ward, but is able to marshal the re-
sources to create its own agenda and its own
destiny and its own economic development
and its own businesses. That’s what we’re look-
ing for.

We want new businesses and new opportu-
nities to take root on the reservation. We want
to stop repeating the mistakes of the past and
begin building a better future, one that honors
old traditions and also welcomes every single
Native American into the American Dream.

We’ve done some great work together.
Whether it’s making sure that Indian Health
was permanently extended and that we were
putting additional resources to make sure that
we’re picking up the health of Native Ameri-
cans all across the country, whether it’s an Ex-
ecutive order that specifies our focus on educa-
tion with all of your tribes, whether it’s making
sure that we are working hard to allow the ex-
pansion of land in trust on behalf of nations to

go further, we’ve made some significant prog-
ress. But we’ve got a lot more to do.

And I’m going to need all of you to continue
to consult with us, to continue to work with us,
continue to partner with us. I guarantee you
that the work we’ve done over these first 3
years is not the end, it’s just the beginning.

And if you stick with me, I promise you guys
I’m going to be sticking with you. All right,
God bless you. Thank you. Thank you.

[At this point, the President answered ques-
tions from members of the audience, and no
transcript was provided.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:44 p.m. at the
Mandarin Oriental hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Kimberly Teehee, Senior Policy Ad-
viser for Native America Affairs, White House
Domestic Policy Council. He also referred to
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act; and
Executive order 13592.

Statement on International Holocaust Remembrance Day
January 27, 2012

This International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, Michelle and I join people in the United
States, in Israel, and across the globe as we re-
member the 6 million Jews and millions of oth-
ers who were murdered at the hands of the
Nazis.

We commit ourselves to keeping their mem-
ories alive not only in our thoughts, but
through our actions. As we remember all those
who perished in camps from Auschwitz to Tre-
blinka, Dachau to Sobibor, we pledge to speak
truth to those who deny the Holocaust.

As we celebrate the strength and resilience
of survivors, we pledge to stand strong against
all those who would commit atrocities, against
the resurgence of anti-Semitism, and against
hatred in all its forms.

As we draw inspiration from the righteous
gentiles who risked their lives to save friends,
neighbors, and even strangers, we pledge to
continue the hard work of repairing the world.

Together with the State of Israel and all our
friends around the world, we dedicate our-
selves to giving meaning to those powerful
words: “Never forget. Never again.”

Statement on the Resignation of Aneesh P. Chopra as United States Chief
Technology Officer
January 27, 2012

As the Federal Government’s first Chief
Technology Officer, Aneesh Chopra did
groundbreaking work to bring our Govern-
ment into the 21st century. Aneesh found

countless ways to engage the American people
using technology, from electronic health re-
cords for veterans to expanding access to
broadband for rural communities to moderniz-
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ing Government records. His legacy of leader-
ship and innovation will benefit Americans for

years to come, and I thank him for his out-
standing service.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 28, 2012

On Tuesday, in my State of the Union Ad-
dress, I laid out a blueprint for an economy
built to last, an economy built on American
manufacturing, American energy, skills for
American workers, and a renewal of American
values.

This week, I took that blueprint across the
country, and what I saw was people who work
hard and believe in each other. They believe in
the America that’s within our reach. But they’re
not sure that the right thing will get done in
Washington this year or next year or the year
after that. And frankly, when you look at some
of the things that go on in this town, who could
blame them for being a little cynical?

Just 2 days ago, a Senator promised to ob-
struct every single American I appoint to a
judgeship or a public service position unless I
fire the consumer watchdog I put in place to
protect the American people from financial
schemes or malpractice.

For the most part, it’s not that this Senator
thinks these nominees are unqualified. In fact,
all of the judicial nominees being blocked have
bipartisan support. And almost 90 percent
have unanimous support from the Judiciary
Committee.

Instead, one of the Senator’s aides told re-
porters that the Senator plans to, and I’m quot-
ing here, “Delay and slow the process in order
to get the President’s attention.”

Well, this isn’t about me. We weren’t sent
here to wage perpetual political campaigns
against each other. We were sent here to serve
the American people. And they deserve better
than gridlock and games. One Senator gum-
ming up the whole works for the entire country
is certainly not what our Founding Fathers en-
visioned.

The truth is, neither party has been blame-
less in tactics like these. But it’s time for both
parties to put an end to them. I’m asking Con-
gress, both Democrats and Republicans, to

stop this kind of behavior by passing a rule that
allows all judicial and public service nomina-
tions a simple up-or-down vote within 90 days.

We should also stem the corrosive influence
of money in politics. The House and Senate
should send me a bill that bans insider trading
by Members of Congress, and I will sign it im-
mediately. They should limit any elected offi-
cial from owning stocks in industries they im-
pact. And they should make sure people who
bundle campaign contributions for Congress
can’t lobby Congress, and vice versa.

During my address on Tuesday night, I
spoke about the incredible example set by the
men and women of our Armed Forces. At a
time when too many of our institutions have let
us down, they exceed all expectations. They’re
not consumed with personal ambition. They
don’t obsess over their differences. They focus
on the mission at hand. They work together.

If you agree with me that leaders in Wash-
ington should follow their example, then make
your voice heard. Tell your Member of Con-
gress that it’s time to end the gridlock and start
tackling the issues that really matter: an econo-
my built on American manufacturing, Ameri-
can energy, American skills and education, and
a return to American values—an economy
built to last.

Thanks. God bless you, and have a great
weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 6 p.m. on January 27 in the East Room
at the White House for broadcast on January
28. In the address, the President referred to
Sen. Michael S. Lee; and Richard A. Cordray,
Director, Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 27,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
January 28.
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