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values that hold us together and keep us

strong. I know that He will guide us. He always

has, and He always will. And I pray his richest

blessings on each of you in the days ahead.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. at the
Washington Hilton hotel. In his remarks, he
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referred to Sens. Mark L. Pryor and Jefferson
B. Sessions III, cochairs, and Eric Metaxas,
keynote speaker, National Prayer Breakfast;
Joel C. Hunter, senior pastor, Northland
Church in Longwood, FL; Thomas D. Jakes,
senior pastor, The Potter’s House in Dallas,
TX; and William F. Graham, chairman of the
board, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation To Ban Insider Trading by

Members of Congress
February 2, 2012

In my State of the Union Address, I laid
out a blueprint for an economy built to last,
where everyone gets a fair shot, everyone
does their fair share, and everyone plays by
the same set of rules, especially those of us
who have been sent here to serve the Ameri-
can people.

Last week, I called on Congress to pass a bill
that makes clear that Members of Congress
may not engage in insider trading. No one
should be able to trade stocks based on non-
public information gleaned on Capitol Hill. So
I'm pleased the Senate took bipartisan action
to pass the “STOCK Act.” I urge the House of

Remarks at Fire Station 5 in Arlington,
February 3, 2012

The President. Thank you so much. Every-
body, please have a seat. Well, good morning,
everybody.

Audience members. Good morning!

The President. Jacob, thank you for that in-
troduction. More importantly, thank you for
your extraordinary service to our country.

I want to acknowledge two outstanding
members of my Cabinet who are here today.
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Ric Shinseki is in
the house, also one of our finest—[applause]—
himself one of our finest veterans and obvious-
ly an extraordinary leader when he was in our
Army. And I also want to acknowledge Interior
Secretary Ken Salazar, who's in the house.

Representatives to pass this bill, and I will sign
it right away.

And while this is an important step to re-
build the trust between Washington and the
American people, there is much more work to
be done, like prohibiting elected officials from
owning stocks in industries they impact and
prohibiting people who bundle campaign con-
tributions for Congress from lobbying Con-
gress, an idea that has bipartisan support out-
side of Washington. These are straightforward
proposals that will help eliminate the corrosive
influence of money in politics.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1148.
Virginia

And we're joined by another president, the
International Association of Fire Fighters pres-
ident, Harold Schaitberger, is here.

Now, this is a fire station that holds some
special significance for our country. On Sep-
tember 11, the firefighters of this house were
among the first to respond to the attack on the
Pentagon. You guys answered this Nation’s call
during its hour of need. And in the years that
followed, as Americans went to war, some of
you answered that call as well.

Today’s 9/11 generation of veterans has al-
ready earned a special place in our history. Our
veterans and all the brave men and women
who serve our country are the reason why
America’s military is the greatest in the history
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of the world. In the face of great odds and
grave danger, they get the job done. They work
as a team. They personify the very best that
America has to offer.

That’s true on the battlefront. But we're
here today because it’s also true on the home-
front. After a decade of war, our Nation needs
to do some building right here in the United
States of America.

Now, this morning we received more good
news about our economy. In January, Ameri-
can businesses added another 257,000 jobs.
The unemployment rate came down because
more people found work. And all together,
we've added 3.7 million new jobs over the last
23 months.

Now, these numbers will go up and down in
the coming months, and there’s still far too
many Americans who need a job or need a job
that pays better than the one they have now.
But the economy is growing stronger. The re-
covery is speeding up. And we’ve got to do ev-
erything in our power to keep it going.

We can’t go back to the policies that led to
the recession. And we can’t let Washington
stand in the way of our recovery. We want
Washington to be helping with the recovery,
not making it tougher.

The most important thing Congress needs
to do right now is to stop taxes from going up
on 160 million Americans at the end of this
month. They’ve got to renew the payroll tax cut
that they extended only for a couple of months.
They need to pass an extension of the payroll
tax cut and unemployment insurance and do it
without drama, without delay, without linking
it to some ideological side issues. They just
need to get it done. It shouldn’t be that com-
plicated. Now is not the time for self-inflicted
wounds to our economy. Now is the time for
action.

So I want to send a clear message to Con-
gress: Do not slow down the recovery that
we’re on. Don’t muck it up. Keep it moving in
the right direction.

Beyond preventing a tax hike, we need to do
a lot more to create an economy that’s built to
last. To restore American manufacturing, we
need to stop giving tax breaks to companies
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that ship jobs overseas. Give those tax breaks to
companies that are investing in plants and
equipment and hiring workers right here in the
United States of America. That makes a lot of
sense.

To reduce our dependency on foreign oil,
we need to stop subsidizing oil companies that
are already making record profits and double
down on clean energy that creates jobs and
creates opportunities in new industries, but al-
so improves our security because we’re not as
dependent on foreign oil.

To make sure our businesses don’t have to
move overseas to find skilled workers, weve
got to invest in education and make sure col-
lege is affordable for every hard-working
American.

And—this is the reason we’re here today—
we need to make sure that as our troops return
from battle, they can find a job when they get
home. That’s what I want to talk about today.

The war in Iraq is over. The war in Afghani-
stan is moving to a new phase; we’re transition-
ing to Afghan lead. Over the past decade, near-
ly 3 million servicemembers have transitioned
back to civilian life, and more are joining them
every day.

And when these men and women come
home, they bring unparalleled skills and expe-
rience. Folks like Jacob, they've saved lives in
some of the toughest conditions imaginable.
They've managed convoys and moved tons of
equipment over dangerous terrain. They've
tracked millions of dollars of military assets.
They've handled pieces of equipment that are
worth tens of millions of dollars. They do in-
credible work. Nobody is more skilled, more
precise, more diligent, more disciplined.

Our veterans are some of the most highly
trained, highly educated, highly skilled workers
that we’ve got. These are Americans that every
business should be competing to attract. These
are the Americans we want to keep serving
here at home as we rebuild this country. So
we're going to do everything we can to make
sure that when our troops come home, they
come home to new jobs and new opportunities
and new ways to serve their country.



Now, this has been a top priority of mine
since I came into office. Already, we’ve helped
600,000 veterans and their family members go
back to school on the post-9/11 GI bill. We've
hired over 120,000 veterans to serve in the
Federal Government. We’ve made it easier for
veterans to access all sorts of employment ser-
vices. We've set up online tools to connect vet-
erans with job openings that match their skills.

Michelle and Jill Biden have worked with
the private sector, with businesses, to secure a
pledge of 135,000 jobs for veterans and their
families. And with the support of Democrats
and Republicans, we’ve put in place two new
tax credits for companies that hire veterans. So
these are all important steps. We've made
progress. But we’ve got to do more. There’s
more we can do.

In my State of the Union Address, I pro-
posed a new initiative called the Veterans Jobs
Corps to put veterans back to work protecting
and rebuilding America. And today we're lay-
ing out the details of this proposal.

First, we want to help communities hire
more veterans as cops and firefighters. You
guys have seen what a great job Jacob is doing.
Well, there are a whole bunch of folks like that
who could be doing that same outstanding
work all across the country. But it’s not that
easy these days to get a job at a firehouse.

Over the past few years, tight budgets have
forced a lot of States, a lot of local communities
to lay off a lot of first-responders. Now, my ad-
ministration, when I first came into office, one
of the first things we did was, through the Re-
covery Act, make sure that States and local
governments helped—or got the help that they
needed to prevent some of these layoffs. And
thousands of jobs were saved all across the
country.

Harold and I were talking as we came over
here. Thousands of firefighter jobs were saved
because of the actions we took. But budgets
are still tight, and that’s a problem we need to
fix. Jobs that protect our families and our com-
munities shouldn’t be the first on the chopping
block. They should be one of our highest prior-

ities as a nation.
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Over the past 3 years, my administration has
made it possible for States to keep thousands
of first-responders on the job. But today we’re
announcing that communities who make it a
priority to recruit veterans will be among the
first in line when it comes to getting help from
the Federal Government. And I know that’s
one of the things, Chief, that you've been do-
ing here in Arlington. So we want to prioritize
veterans, and we want to help States and local
communities hire veterans to firehouses and
police stations all across the country.

The second thing we want to do is to con-
nect up to 20,000 veterans with jobs that in-
volve rebuilding local communities or national
parks. That's why Ken Salazar is here as the In-
terior Secretary. He needs some help. And our
veterans are highly qualified to help him.
They've already risked their lives defending
America. They should have the opportunity to
rebuild America. We've got roads and bridges
in and around our national parks in need of re-
pair. Let’s fix them.

Of course, Congress needs to fund these
projects. Congress should take the money that
we’re no longer spending on war, use half of it
to pay down our debt, and use the rest to do
some nation-building here at home, to improve
the quality of life right here in the United
States of America and put our veterans to
work.

So let’s get more cops on the beat. Let’s gets
more rangers in the parks. Let’s get more fire-
fighters on call. And in the process, we’re going
to put more veterans back to work. It’s good
for our communities, it’s good for our econo-
my, and it’s good for our country.

And for veterans who want to do something
else—maybe put their leadership skills to use
starting a small business—we’re going to start
offering entrepreneurial training to our veter-
ans. We want servicemembers prepared for
battle and for professional success when they
come home. So we should do all that we can to
support our troops and our veterans in helping
them start a business, in helping them get a
foothold in a fire station like this one and start
moving up the ranks, doing outstanding work
the way Jacob’s been doing.
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But we also need to follow their lead. We
want to help them, but we should also learn
from them. We should remember from our
veterans that no matter what the circumstanc-
es, those men and women in uniform—a lot
like the firefighters in this fire station—work
together, act as a team, finish the job. That’s
what we’ve got to do when it comes to our Na-
tion’s recovery.

Now, these are challenging times for Ameri-
ca, but we've faced challenging times before.
On the grounds here you've got a stone from
the Pentagon and a beam from the World
Trade Center. And that reminds us of our re-
solve as a people. They remind us that when
we come together as one people and as one
community and one Nation, then we prevail.
That’s who we are.

This is a nation that exists because genera-
tions of Americans worked together to build it.
This is a nation where, out of many, we come
together as one. Those are the values that ev-
ery veteran understands. Those are values that
this fire station understands. We've got to
make sure that we return to those values. And
if we do, then I guarantee you we’ll remind ev-
erybody around the world just why it is the
United States is the greatest country on Earth.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless

you. God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Lt. Jacob Johnson
and Chief James H. Schwartz of the Arlington
County Fire Department; and Jill T. Biden,
wife of Vice President Joe Biden.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to Cote d’'Ivoire

February 3, 2012
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency, un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13396 of
February 7, 2006, with respect to the situation
in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire is to continue
in effect beyond February 7, 2012.

The situation in or in relation to Cote
d’Ivoire, which has been addressed by the
United Nations Security Council in Resolution
1572 of November 15, 2004, and subsequent
resolutions, has resulted in the massacre of
large numbers of civilians, widespread human
rights abuses, significant political violence and
unrest, and fatal attacks against international
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peacekeeping forces. Since the inauguration of
President Alassane Ouattara in May 2011, the
Government of Cote d’Ivoire and its people
have made significant advances in the promo-
tion of democratic, social, and economic devel-
opment. Although considerable progress has
been made, the situation in or in relation to
Cote d'Ivoire continues to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency and
related measures under Executive Order
13396 of February 7, 2006, Blocking Property
of Certain Persons Contributing to the Con-
flict in Cote d’Ivoire.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 3, 2012.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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