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Statement on Signing the Ultralight Aircraft Smuggling Prevention Act of

2012
February 10, 2012

This bill gives our Nation’s law enforcement
expanded authority to combat illicit drug traf-
ficking on our northern and southern borders,
and being able to sign it next to my friend Gab-
by Giffords gives me enormous pride. She has
spent her career fighting for the safety of the
people of Arizona and the fact that it passed
unanimously shows just how much Gabby is
respected by her colleagues in Congress in
both parties. Her dedication to fairness and to
this country has been an inspiration to so

The President’s Weekly Address
February 11, 2012

Hello, everybody. In recent weeks, we've
seen signs that our economy is growing stron-
ger and creating jobs at a faster clip. While
numbers and figures will go up and down in
the coming months, what cannot waver is our
resolve to do everything in our power to keep
stoking the fires of the recovery.

And the last thing we should do is let Wash-
ington stand in the way. You see, at the end of
the month, taxes are set to go up on 160 million
working Americans. If youre one of them,
then you know better than anyone that the last
thing you need right now is a tax hike. But if
Congress refuses to act, middle class taxes will
go up. It’s that simple.

Now, if this sounds familiar, it’'s because
we’ve been here before. Back in December,
Congress faced this exact same predicament.
Ultimately, thanks to your voices, they did the
right thing, but only after a great deal of bick-
ering and political posturing that put the
strength of our economy and the security of
middle class families at risk. We can’t go
through that again.

Congress needs to stop this middle class tax
hike from happening—period. No drama, no
delay, and no ideological side issues that have
nothing to do with this tax cut. Now is not the
time for self-inflicted wounds to our recovery.

many, including myself. I wished Gabby well in
her recovery and told her that I expect to see
more of her in the months and years to come.
I'm confident that while this legislation may
have been her last act as a Congresswoman, it
will not be her last act of public service.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Rep.
Gabrielle D. Giffords. H.R. 3801, approved
February 10, was assigned Public Law No.
112-93.

Now is the time for commonsense action, and
this tax cut is common sense. If you're a family
making about $50,000 a year, this tax cut
amounts to about $1,000 a year. That’s about
$40 in every paycheck. I know there are some
folks in this town who think $40 isn’t a lot of
money. But to a student or a senior who’s try-
ing to stretch the budget a little bit further, to a
parent who’s filling up the tank and looking at
rising gas prices—to them, $40 can make all
the difference in the world.

And so can your voice. I hope you'll pick up
the phone, send a tweet, write an e-mail, and
tell your Representative that they should get
this done before it’s too late. Tell them not to
play politics again by linking this debate to un-
related issues. Tell them not to manufacture
another needless standoff or crisis. Tell them
not to stand in the way of the recovery. Tell
them to just do their job. That’s what our mid-
dle class needs. That’s what our country needs.

In the wake of the worst economic crisis of
our lifetimes, we’re getting things going again.
And we're going to keep at it until everyone
shares in America’s comeback.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approx-
imately 4:50 p.m. on February 10 in the
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