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Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Los Angeles
February 15, 2012

Hello, everybody. It is great to see you. Ob-
viously, I want to, first of all, thank the Bell
family, Colleen and Brad, for opening up this
spectacular venue and for being such incredi-
ble friends. And thanks your kids, too, for put-
ting up with all of us. [Laughter]

I want to just make—in addition to the host
committee, I want to make two other acknowl-
edgements. First of all, your outstanding may-
or, Antonio Villaraigosa, is in the house. And
the mayor who is going to be responsible for
making sure that we have a great convention in
Charlotte, North Carolina, Anthony Foxx is
here as well.

So I’m going to be very brief at the top be-
cause I want to spend most of this time in con-
versation and answering your questions, get-
ting your comments and advice.

We’ve gone through 3 pretty tough years in
this country. And as I was just telling the crowd
outside, I think when I think back to 2008, no-
body here got involved in that campaign be-
cause you thought it was going to be easy. The
odds were not in favor of Barack Hussein
Obama ending up as President of the United
States. [Laughter] The reason you got involved
was because we shared a vision of what this
country should be.

We believed in a country where everybody
gets a fair shot. It doesn’t matter who you are,
what you look like, where you come from, if
you’re willing to put in the sweat and hard
work, you’re able to achieve. And we believed
in a country where everybody does their fair
share. It’s not just some people who are re-
quired to be good citizens, not just some who
are required to the common good, but every-
body has to pull their weight. Whether it
comes to service, whether it comes to taxes,
whether it comes to participation, whether it
comes to caring for those who are vulnerable,
all of us are called.

The third idea was a country in which every-
body follows the same set of rules, a country
based on fair play. We don’t have one set of
rules for Wall Street and a different set of rules

for Main Street. We don’t have one set of rules
for kids who are born into wealthy neighbor-
hoods and another set of rules for kids that are
born into poor neighborhoods, that we expect
everybody is showing responsibility and every-
body is acting in accordance with some of our
deepest held values.

And that’s what the campaign was about.
There were issues, specific things we wanted
to accomplish. We wanted to end the war in
Iraq; we ended the war in Iraq. We wanted to
reinstate rule of law as we’re fighting terrorism
and stop torture, and we did that. We wanted
to make sure that we reversed this economic
chaos coming out of the recession where we
were losing 750,000 jobs a month, and we’re
now gaining 250,000 jobs a month and have
created 3.7 million jobs over the last 23
months.

We said that in this country nobody should
go bankrupt because they get sick. This coun-
try is too wealthy for us to allow something like
that to happen. And despite all the frustrations
and barriers and setbacks that we experienced,
we got it done. And right now 2.5 million kids
have insurance right now that didn’t have it be-
fore—2.5 million.

I get letters from young people who say, you
know what, I got diagnosed with a treatable
cancer—wouldn’t have had a chance if it
hadn’t been for the fact that this health care
bill passed, and I was on my parent’s health
care plan, and I was able to go in and get a
checkup. That’s happening right now.

We said that it shouldn’t matter who you
love if you want to serve the country you love.
And we ended “don’t ask, don’t tell.” And I was
telling the folks outside about the fact that
when I was out in Kaneohe Marine Base,
working out with marines—which is a bad idea
because they’re in better shape than you are—
[laughter]—on three separate occasions, the
marines came up and said, thank you for end-
ing “don’t ask, don’t tell.” And you know what,
I didn’t even ask them, did it apply to you, be-
cause it didn’t matter. The point was they un-
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derstood that the integrity of our Armed Forc-
es would be enhanced, not debilitated, when
we got rid of that law.

And so there were a bunch of specific objec-
tives and specific issues that we wanted: mak-
ing sure that the kids got health care; making
sure that we expanded student loans for young
people so that the circumstances they were
born into wouldn’t be a barrier to their ability
to achieve; being able to project an America
around the world that is based not just on our
might, but also on our values.

There were specific things that we did in
each of those categories. But the bigger mis-
sion in 2008 was everybody getting a fair shot,
everybody doing their fair share, everybody
playing by the same set of rules. And that’s still
what this election is about. It’s still what this
battle is about in this country.

The other side has a very different vision
about where they want to take this country.
And they’ve got fervor and sincerity, a vision
that says, you know what, it’s okay if just a few
people do very well and those who are left be-
hind, it’s probably their fault. And if we just go
back to a philosophy that says we slash taxes for
those of us who’ve been most fortunate—the
folks in this room—that somehow that’s going
to be good for everybody else. If we get rid of
regulations that keep our air clean and our wa-
ter clean, that somehow business will be un-
leashed. That if we roll back reforms that were
designed to make sure that the kind of reck-
lessness that got us in this mess in the first
place, that those same institutions have a free
hand, that somehow we’re going to better off.

That’s their working theory. And it’s wrong.
And it’s not who we are.

And so we’ve got to fight for what we believe
in as much now as we fought for it in 2012.
And it’s not going to be easy because there are
a lot of folks out there who are still hurting.
And there are a lot of people out there who,
understandably, after just slogging for 3 years
and after maybe in some cases slogging for a
decade or two decades and seeing their stan-
dard of living deteriorating and seeing their
home underwater and seeing their families
struggling and folks losing jobs. It’s under-

standable that some of them may feel discour-
aged and feel cynical, and say, you know what,
nothing changes.

But part of our job is to say, as tough as it is,
as incremental as it sometimes seems, things
have changed. And they can change more if we
fight for it, if we’re determined, if we have con-
fidence in each other, if we decide to unite in-
stead of divide.

And I think the American people, beneath
all the pain and hurt and frustration that they
feel, they still want to believe that that change
is possible and there’s still that hope there.
They’re optimistic, fundamentally, about this
country. They love it so deeply.

And our job over the next year is to make
sure that they can channel that fundamental
optimism and decency and courage and come
together to create the kind of country that we
want for our kids and our grandkids.

I mentioned outside I am much grayer now
than I was when I started this thing. [Laugh-
ter] And Mario Cuomo once said that cam-
paigning is poetry and governance is prose.
And we’ve been slogging through prose for the
last 3 years and sometimes that gets people dis-
couraged. Because people, they like the poet-
ry. That’s what’s inspiring. The prose is frus-
trating because it involves compromises and it
involves half-loaves and it involves getting
some progress, but not as much as you want.
And so people get frustrated.

And I guarantee you, there are all kinds of
friends of yours who, when you talk to them:
“Well, Guantanamo is not closed yet, or the war
in Afghanistan is still raging. Or why isn’t it that
the housing crisis hasn’t been completely fixed
and climate change is still going on?” And I un-
derstand that. I feel the same way sometimes.

Every morning I wake up and I say, are we
doing everything we can to get everything that
needs to be done done right now? But one of
the things that’s happened over the last 3 years
is a recognition that nothing beats persistence.
Inspiration is wonderful, nice speeches are
wonderful, pretty posters—that’s great.
[Laughter] But what’s required at the end of
the day to create the kind of country we want is



Feb. 15 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

162

stick-to-it-ness. It’s determination. It’s saying
we don’t quit.

And we’ll be tacking and zigging and zag-
ging, and sometimes it will feel like there’s no
wind behind us and we’re just sitting there and
it’s frustrating. But that north star is still out
there. And if you are determined, then you’ll
get there.

And this country has always gotten there.
We have always been able to tack towards that
north star. And we’re not going to stop now.
That’s what this election is about. That’s why
you’re here. And I couldn’t be more excited
about the prospect.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.
Thank you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:07 p.m. at the
residence of Bradley P. and Colleen B. Bell.
In his remarks, he referred to Bradley C., Car-
oline C., Charlotte C., and Oliver P. Bell, chil-
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Bell; and former Gov.
Mario M. Cuomo of New York. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on February 16. Audio was not available
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Corona del Mar,
California
February 16, 2012

Thank you, Orange County! Thank you.
Thank you. Everybody, please have a seat. It is
great to be here on such a spectacular day. This
is what California weather is supposed to look
like. I have to say, yesterday, up in L.A., I
could see my breath when I was speaking.
[Laughter] I was a little concerned. But today
you guys are living up to your billing.

I want to thank everybody who’s here, but
obviously I want to, first of all, thank Janet for
the wonderful introduction, but also being
such a powerhouse in terms of helping making
this thing happen. Janet Keller, thank you. As
well as Bernie—thank you so much for letting
Janet spend all this time on this. [Laughter]

I want to thank Jeff and Nancy and their en-
tire family for opening up their spectacular
home to us. Thank you so much. Thanks for
your hospitality. To Wylie and Bette and so
many other who’ve helped to pull this togeth-
er, you guys have been with me through thick
and thin, so thank you so much. We love you
guys.

And a couple of wonderful elected offi-
cials—one, your own Representative, Loretta
Sanchez, is in the house. But we also have an
import here. He is going to be hosting us at the
Democratic National Convention. He’s the

mayor of Charlotte. Anthony Foxx is here—
Charlotte, North Carolina.

Now, usually in these things what I like to
do is be brief at the top and then I have some
time to answer questions and take comments
and suggestions, and so it ends up being a little
more informal.

But picking up on something that Janet said,
we’ve obviously gone through 3 of the toughest
years that America has seen in our lifetime: the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion; the worst financial crisis since the 1930s;
4 million people losing their jobs in the 6
months before I took office, 4 million more in
the 6 months after I was sworn in, but before
our economic policies had a chance to take ef-
fect; an auto industry on the brink of collapse;
layoffs all across the country; State and local
governments struggling; at the same as we
faced enormous global challenges from two
wars to a global economy that was shrinking.

And as we look back over these last 3 years, I
think we can all say that we’re not yet where
we need to be, we haven’t solved every chal-
lenge, but what we’ve been able to accom-
plish—in part because of you, in part because
of your support and your voices—has been re-
markable.
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