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more years. We need 5 more years to reform
an immigration system that doesn’t work and
make sure that we are a nation of laws and a
nation of immigrants. We need 5 more years
because we still have to implement energy pol-
icies that work for everybody. And that means
continuing to push on clean energy and energy
efficiency.

I was over at the University of Miami, where
these amazing engineering students are help-
ing businesses right now save millions of dol-
lars just by making their physical plants and
equipment more energy efficient.

That’s more work to do. We've got to follow
through and implement health care reform
legislation so that 30 million people have
health insurance who wouldn’t otherwise have
it and to make sure that 2.5 million young peo-
ple who already have health care because of
that health care bill—because they can stay on
their parents’ health insurance—that they
don’t lose it.

We're going to have to make sure that we ef-
fectively implement Wall Street reform. I want
our financial sector to be the most vibrant in
the world, but I also want it to not engage in
the kind of recklessness that may lead to anoth-
er big bailout. We can’t afford it.

And we're going to have to continue to in-
vest in our infrastructure: the Port of Miami,
all across the country, roads, bridges, airports,
school buildings, science labs.

There’s so much more that we've got to do,
and I'm only going to be able to do it because
of you. You are going to have to send back Bill

Nelson. You're going to have to elect Mr. Mur-
phy. We're going to need strong partners in
Congress, but—well, Debbie is probably—I
don’t know, what are you, 30 in the polls?
[Laughter]

But the most important thing I'm going to
need is all of you sustaining that same sense of
hope and vision for the future that led you to
get involved in that campaign back in 2008.
And if you do that, we can’t lose. Because the
American people, they have deep in their core,
deep in their gut, a belief that we are all in this
together, that we look out for one another, that
our country is at its best when everybody, re-
gardless of what you look like, where you come
from, what your last name is, what your sexual
orientation is, regardless of who you are, you
deserve a fair shot in life.

That’s what America is about. That’s what
we're fighting for. That’s what this election is
going to be about. And that’s why I'm grateful
for your help.

Thanks, everybody. And thank you to the
staff back there for all the great help. I appreci-

ate you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. at the
residence of Christopher G. and Irene Korge.
In his remarks, he referred to Rep. Deborah
Wasserman Schultz, chair, Democratic Na-
tional Committee; and Democratic congressio-
nal candidate Patrick E. Murphy. Audio was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Cuba and of the Emergency Authority Relating to the Reg-
ulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels

February 23, 2012
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-

202

less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary



date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent the enclosed notice to the Federal Register
for publication, stating that the national emer-
gency declared with respect to the Government
of Cuba’s destruction of two unarmed U.S.-reg-
istered civilian aircraft in international airspace
north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, as amend-
ed and expanded on February 26, 2004, is to
continue in effect beyond March 1, 2012.
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Sincerely,
BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to Libya
February 23, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13566 of
February 25, 2011, is to continue in effect be-
yond February 25, 2012.

Colonel Muammar Qadhafi, his govern-
ment, and close associates took extreme mea-
sures against the people of Libya, including by
using weapons of war, mercenaries, and wan-
ton violence against unarmed civilians. In addi-
tion, there was a serious risk that Libyan state
assets would be misappropriated by Qadhafi,
members of his government, members of his
family, or his close associates if those assets
were not protected. The foregoing circum-
stances, the prolonged attacks, and the in-
creased numbers of Libyans seeking refuge in
other countries caused a deterioration in the
security of Libya, posed a serious risk to its sta-
bility, and led me to declare a national emer-

gency to deal with this threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United States.

We are in the process of winding down the
sanctions in response to the many positive de-
velopments in Libya, including the fall of Qad-
hafi and his government. We are working
closely with the new Libyan government and
with the international community to effectively
and appropriately ease restrictions on sanc-
tioned entities, including by taking actions con-
sistent with the U.N. Security Council’s deci-
sion to lift sanctions against the Central Bank
of Libya and two other entities on December
16, 2011. However, the situation in Libya con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States and we need to protect
against this threat and the diversion of assets or
other abuse by certain members of Qadhafi’s
family and other former regime officials.
Therefore, I have determined that it is neces-
sary to continue the national emergency with
respect to Libya.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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