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ladder behind me. And I don’t think anybody
here does either.

And that’s what’s at stake in this election.
What’s at stake in this election is whether we as
a country are going to continue to look out for
one another and be able to say that it doesn’t
matter what you look like, where you come
from, what your name is, that if you’re willing
to work hard, you can get ahead.

And that is an experience that is true for ev-
erybody in this room at some level. Some-
where in your past you had an immigrant
mother or grandmother or great-grandmother
or great-grandfather who came to this country
with not much and was able to create a life for
themselves. And in the debate that’s going to
be unfolding over the next several months, you
seem to see a philosophy on the other side that
says, basically, you know what, it’s fine if a few
of us do well and everybody else is struggling.

And that’s not how America got built. That’s
not what makes America strong. The reason we
were the envy of the world is because we had
this massive middle class and you could get
rich here in America, but there was also the
possibility of everybody getting ahead.

I love looking at Magic’s story, for example.
His dad, when you talk about basketball, you
learned your work ethic from your dad, right,
working every day driving a truck, right? Well,
you know what, that was a life of dignity and
respect. You weren’t a celebrity. You might not
make millions of dollars, but you could raise a
family and have a home and pass on to your
son those same values.

And that’s what we’re fighting for here.
That’s the struggle. It has to do with our values
and who we are as Americans. So the good

news is, as I travel around the country, most
Americans agree with me.

One of the things about being President is
when things are going tough everybody looks
to you and says, why haven’t you fixed it yet?
And that’s okay. That’s what you sign up for. As
Michelle always reminds me, you volunteered
for this. [Laughter]

But no matter where I go around the coun-
try, whether it’s in a big city or a rural commu-
nity—north, south, east, west—I meet the
most incredible people, and they still have con-
fidence and optimism in America’s possibili-
ties. They get frustrated with Washington, but
they still believe in what we can accomplish as
a country when we work together.

And that’s what we’re going to continue to
strive for over the next several months. And
that’s what we’re going to continue to strive for
over the next 5 years with your help.

So thank you very much, everybody, for be-
ing here. I appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. at the
residence of Vince Carter, guard-forward, Na-
tional Basketball Association’s Dallas Maver-
icks. In his remarks, he referred to Michelle
Carter-Scott, mother of Mr. Carter; Reginald
L. Love, former Personal Aide to the Presi-
dent; Mark Cuban, owner, Dallas Mavericks;
Alonzo Mourning, center, NBA’s Miami Heat,
and his wife Tracy; former NBA player Earvin
“Magic” Johnson, Jr., his wife Earlitha “Cook-
ie” Johnson, and his father Earvin Johnson, Sr.;
Chris Paul, point guard, NBA’s Los Angeles
Clippers; and David J. Stern, commissioner,
National Basketball Association. He also re-
ferred to his mother-in-law Marian Robinson.
Audio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt
of Denmark
February 24, 2012

President Obama. Well, I want to welcome
Prime Minister Thorning-Schmidt to the
White House and to the Oval Office. This is
the first time that we’ve had a chance to meet,

but obviously, we’ve been very impressed with
the first 5 months of her Prime Ministership. I
shared with her how much Michelle and I ap-
preciated the extraordinary hospitality that was
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shown to Michelle and I when I visited Copen-
hagen in the past. And I also wanted to just say
how much we appreciate the great alliance and
partnership that we have with the Danish peo-
ple on a whole range of international issues.

Obviously, most recently, the operations in
Libya could not have been as effective had it
not been for the precision and the excellence
of the Danish armed forces and their pilots.
But that’s fairly typical of the way that Danes
have punched above their weight in interna-
tional affairs.

In Afghanistan, I thanked the Prime Minis-
ter for the extraordinary contributions of Dan-
ish troops in the Helmand area. They operate
without caveat, have taken significant casual-
ties, for which obviously all of us extend our
condolences to the families that have been af-
fected. But because of the outstanding work
that’s been done by Danish soldiers in Afghan-
istan, we’re seeing great progress in the areas
where they operate.

We had a chance to talk about the economy.
We—as we were exchanging notes, it turns out
that, like folks here in the United States, every-
body in Denmark wants to talk about the econ-
omy all the time and jobs and growth. And we
agreed that there has been some progress in
resolving the sovereign debt issues, that there’s
been some progress with respect to the agree-
ments between the EU and the IMF and
Greece, the new Government in Italy, new
Governments in Spain and Portugal are all
making some significant progress, but that
there’s a lot more work to do. And we will be
consulting closely with Denmark.

And we exchanged ideas on how we can en-
sure not only economic stability in Europe, but
also growth in Europe, because if Europe is
growing, then that benefits the U.S. economy
as well. And we’ve emphasized, are there addi-
tional ways that we can encourage trade and
reduce economic frictions between the two
sides of the transatlantic relationship.

In preparation for our meeting in Chicago,
at NATO, in my hometown, we talked about
the transition that was already agreed to in Lis-
bon, when it comes to putting Afghans in the
lead in security over the next several years.

And we are going to be consulting closely with
not only Denmark, but our other allies in mak-
ing sure that that is a smooth transition and
one that is sustainable, where we continue to
help the Afghan Government to support its
own sovereignty and to effectively control its
borders.

We also discussed the extraordinary coun-
terterrorism cooperation that’s taking place be-
tween our two countries. And I thanked the
Prime Minister for the excellent work that her
intelligence team has done. We are in constant
communication on a whole host of issues. The
Danes are very much one of the leaders when
it comes to counterterrorism and are obviously
familiar with the significant threats that are
posed by terrorism. So we appreciated that
very much.

And we had a chance to talk about a wide
range of international issues, including the sit-
uation in Syria. And I have to say that all of us
who’ve been seeing the terrible pictures com-
ing out of Syria and Homs recently recognize it
is absolutely imperative for the international
community to rally and send a clear message to
President Asad that it is time for a transition, it
is time for that regime to move on, and it is
time to stop the killing of Syrian citizens by
their own Government.

And I’m encouraged by the international
unity that we are developing, the meeting that
took place in Tunisia that Secretary Clinton
had attended. And we are going to continue to
keep the pressure up and look for every tool
available to prevent the slaughter of innocents
in Syria. And this is an area where I think the
Prime Minister and I deeply agree. It’s impor-
tant that we not be bystanders during these ex-
traordinary events.

At the same time, there are other threats in
the region, including the situation in Iran. And
I thanked the Prime Minister and the Danish
Government for their leadership role in apply-
ing the toughest sanctions we’ve ever seen
coming out of the EU. Difficult sanctions to
apply, but we both agreed that we’re making
progress and they are working in sending a
message to Iran that it needs to take a different
path if it wants to rejoin the international
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community and that there is a expectation on
the part of the world that they abide by their
international obligations when it comes to their
nuclear program.

So the final thing we talked about was the
fact that we both have two daughters. [Laugh-
ter] They’re roughly the same ages. We traded
notes. The Prime Minister’s daughters are
slightly older than Malia and Sasha. She as-
sures me that they continue to behave them-
selves, even well into their teenage years. So
I’m encouraged by that report. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Thorning-Schmidt. Very good.
President Obama. And I thank you very

much. I hope that you have a wonderful stay
while you’re here, and we look forward to
working with you again in the near future.

Prime Minister Thorning-Schmidt. Thank
you, Mr. President. And thank you so much for
your kind words. I mean, the Danish people
have a very strong sense of closeness to the
United States. We always have had that sense.
We have close economic, political ties with
each other. But not only that, we exchange—
we have exchanged tourism, students, ideas,
culture. But perhaps most important of all, we
have—we share common values. And I think in
a turbulent time, this is very, very important.

So, basically, the friendship and the alliance
between our two countries is in a very good
shape right now. And I thank you for that.

As you said, we discussed the economic situ-
ation. Denmark holds the Presidency of the
EU right now, and we talk about the debt situ-
ation most of the time in Europe. I conveyed
the message to the President that I am con-
vinced that we will see our self through this cri-
sis. We have now put some very important
measures in place. We have fiscal consultation,
we have reforms, and we have a focus on
growth and jobs right now.

In doing that, in this endeavor, I think a
closer transatlantic relationship would be im-
portant. We are dependent on each other, and
we should have closer trade with each other,
and I think that would be part of creating a sus-
tainable growth in our countries.

As you were saying, Mr. President, we also
have close ties in terms of security. It is clear—
it has been for a long time—that Danish sol-
diers are serving alongside American soldiers
in Afghanistan, and I used the opportunity to-
day to thank you and the American people for
the great effort you have put in Afghanistan. It
is greatly appreciated worldwide. And I know
that the Danish people really appreciate the
global leadership that you and your people
have taken also in that context.

I look forward, of course, to coming back to
the States, to your hometown, Chicago, to par-
ticipate in the NATO summit. What we will be
discussing there is Afghanistan, of course. One
of the major issues there is to transition to the
next phase in Afghanistan, and where—what
we want to see is the Afghans taking responsi-
bility for their own security. And we are, in Eu-
rope, with the—under Danish leadership, try-
ing to gather donors in this—in securing that
the Afghans are capable of taking over their
own security.

We have some great examples of our alliance.
We have worked together, again, in Libya, where
we made sure that we—that Libya came out on a
path of democracy. And I think, again, the Amer-
icans showed leadership in that context.

Another area that we discussed, as you’ve
said, was Syria, which is quite the opposite sit-
uation. It is horrendous what we see in Syria
right now. But I think it is also very, very true
that we have worked together in that area. We
must continue that endeavor, and just today we
have seen that, under the leadership of the
League of Arab States, there has been a step
forward in trying to put pressure on Syria,
which is very, very important. The same, of
course, goes for Iran.

Another area in security where we work to-
gether is in terms of piracy, and I used the op-
portunity of thanking sincerely the President
for the courageous operation that led to the
freeing of two aid workers that worked for the
Danish Refugee Council. They are now safe
because of the Americans. Thank you for that.

So, basically, our security—our cooperation
in terms of security are very great indeed.
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I will finish here just by saying that I think
our meeting here today has confirmed the
friendship and the alliance between our two
countries. We—there’s a lot we can do that—
you’re always welcome to come to Denmark—
and I think it is very, very important that we
have these kind of meetings to renew the
friendship, and this is what we’ve done today.

Thank you.
President Obama. Okay. Thank you very

much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:41 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Johanna and Camilla Kinnock,
daughters of Prime Minister Thorning-
Schmidt. Prime Minister Thorning-Schmidt re-
ferred to Jessica Buchanan of the United
States, and Poul Hagen Thisted of Denmark,
who were rescued in a Navy SEAL operation
on January 24, after being held hostage by So-
mali pirates in Galcayo, Somalia, since October
25, 2011.

The President’s Weekly Address
February 25, 2012

Hi, everybody. In the State of the Union, I
laid out three areas we need to focus on if
we’re going to build an economy that lasts: new
American manufacturing, new skills and edu-
cation for American workers, and new sources
of American-made energy.

These days, we’re getting another painful
reminder why developing new energy is so im-
portant to our future. Just like they did last
year, gas prices are starting to climb. Only this
time, it’s happening earlier. And that hurts ev-
eryone: everybody who owns a car, everybody
who owns a business. It means you have to
stretch your paycheck even further. Some folks
have no choice but to drive a long way to work,
and high gas prices are like a tax straight out of
their paychecks.

Now, some politicians always see this as a
political opportunity. And since it’s an election
year, they’re already dusting off their same
three-point plan for $2 gas. I’ll save you the
suspense: Step one, according to them, is drill;
step two is drill; and step three is to keep drill-
ing. We hear the same thing every year. We’ve
heard the same thing for 30 years.

Well the American people aren’t stupid. You
know that’s not a plan, especially since we’re
already drilling. It’s a bumper sticker. It’s not a
strategy to solve our energy challenge. It’s a
strategy to get politicians through an election.

You know there are no quick fixes to this
problem, and you know we can’t just drill our
way to lower gas prices. If we’re going to take
control of our energy future and avoid these

gas price spikes down the line, then we need a
sustained all-of-the-above strategy that devel-
ops every available source of American energy:
oil, gas, wind, solar, nuclear, biofuels, and
more. We need to keep developing the tech-
nology that allows us to use less oil in our cars
and trucks, in our buildings and plants. That’s
the strategy we’re pursuing, and that’s the only
real solution to this challenge.

Now, we absolutely need safe, responsible
oil production here in America. And that’s why
under my administration, America is produc-
ing more oil today than at any time in the last 8
years. In 2010, our dependence on foreign oil
was under 50 percent for the first time in more
than a decade. And while there are no short-
term silver bullets when it comes to gas prices,
I’ve directed my administration to look for ev-
ery single area where we can make an impact
and help consumers in the months ahead, from
permitting, to delivery bottlenecks, to what’s
going on in the oil markets.

But over the long term, an all-of-the-above
energy strategy means we have to do more. It
means we have to make some choices.

Here’s one example: Right now 4 billion of
your tax dollars subsidize the oil industry every
year. Four billion dollars, imagine that. Maybe
some of you are listening to this in your car
right now, pulling into a gas station to fill up;
and as you watch those numbers rise, know
that oil company profits have never been high-
er. Yet, somehow, Congress is still giving those
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