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Moving forward, I would ask that we all re-
member the weightiness of these issues, the
stakes involved for Israel, for America, and for
the world. Already, there is too much loose talk
of war. Over the last few weeks, such talk has
only benefited the Iranian Government by driv-
ing up the price of oil, which they depend on to
fund their nuclear program. For the sake of Is-
rael’s security, America’s security, and the
peace and security of the world, now is not the
time for bluster. Now’s the time to let our in-
creased pressure sink in and to sustain the
broad international coalition we have built.
Now’s the time to heed the timeless advice from
Teddy Roosevelt: Speak softly; carry a big stick.
And as we do, rest assured that the Iranian Gov-
ernment will know our resolve and that our co-
ordination will—with Israel will continue.

Now, these are challenging times. But we’ve
been through challenging times before, and
the United States and Israel have come
through them together. Because of our coop-
eration, citizens in both our countries have
benefited from the bonds that bring us togeth-
er. I'm proud to be one of those people. In the
past, I've shared in this forum just why those
bonds are so personal for me: the stories of a
great-uncle who helped liberate Buchenwald,
to my memories of returning there with Elie
Wiesel; from sharing books with President
Peres to sharing Seders with my young staff in
a tradition that started on the campaign trail
and continues in the White House; from the
countless friends I know in this room to the

concept of tikkun olam that has enriched and
guided my life.

As Harry Truman understood, Israel’s story
is one of hope. We may not agree on every sin-
gle issue; no two nations do, and our democra-
cies contain a vibrant diversity of views. But we
agree on the big things, the things that matter.
And together, we are working to build a better
world, one where our people can live free from
fear, one where peace is founded upon justice,
one where our children can know a future that
is more hopeful than the present.

There is no shortage of speeches on the
friendship between the United States and Isra-
el. But I'm also mindful of the proverb, “A man
is judged by his deeds, not his words.” So, if
you want to know where my heart lies, look no
further than what I have done to stand up for
Israel, to secure both of our countries, and to
see that the rough waters of our time lead to a
peaceful and prosperous shore.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the people of Israel. God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. at
the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Lee “Rosy”
Rosenberg, president, American Israel Public
Affairs Committee; Richard ]. Goldstone,
head, United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on
the Gaza Conlflict; President Bashar al-Asad of
Syria; and Elie Wiesel, Nobel Prize winner, au-
thor, and Holocaust survivor. He also referred
to his great-uncle Charles Payne.
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Today we mark the 47th anniversary of
“Bloody Sunday,” the march from Selma to
Montgomery, Alabama, where hundreds of
courageous men and women risked their lives
in the name of equality. Those brave march-
ers knew the danger that awaited them on the
other side of the Edmund Pettus Bridge, but
they pressed on, stepping into history as they
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challenged the Nation’s conscience. Today we
remember their courage in the face of danger
and the spirit of perseverance that helped
lead to iconic legislation like the Civil Rights
Act and the Voting Rights Act. We also re-
commit ourselves to their struggle and to the
idea that we should always seek a more per-
fect Union.
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