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March 12, 2012

The progress report I received today from
members of my administration underscores
the headway our Nation has made towards re-
ducing our reliance on foreign oil, while also
expanding American made energy. As the re-
port highlights, we have made progress, with
imports of foreign oil decreasing by a million
barrels a day in the last year alone. Our focus
on increased domestic oil and gas production,
currently at an 8-year high, combined with the
historic fuel economy standards we put in
place, means that we will continue to reduce
our Nation’s vulnerability to the ups and downs

Remarks on Trade Policy
March 13, 2012

Good morning, everybody. Before I make
an announcement about our efforts to stand up
for U.S. businesses and U.S. workers, I'd like
to say a few words about the situation in Af-
ghanistan.

Civilian Deaths in Afghanistan

Over the weekend, as many of you know,
there was a tragic incident in which a number
of Afghan civilians were killed. What I've made
to President Karzai when I spoke to him is that
the United States takes this as seriously as if it
was our own citizens and our own children who
were murdered. We're heartbroken over the
loss of innocent life. The killing of innocent ci-
vilians is outrageous, and it’s unacceptable. It’s
not who we are as a country, and it does not
represent our military.

And for that reason, I've directed the Penta-
gon to make sure that we spare no effort in
conducting a full investigation. I can assure the
American people and the Afghan people that
we will follow the facts wherever they lead us,
and we will make sure that anybody who was
involved is held fully accountable with the full
force of the law.
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of the global oil market. We’ve also made prog-
ress in the expansion of clean energy, with re-
newable energy from sources like wind and so-
lar on track to double, along with the construc-
tion of our first advanced biofuel refineries.
And yet, despite the gains we’ve made, today’s
high gas prices are a painful reminder that
there’s much more work to do free ourselves
from our dependence on foreign oil and take
control of our energy future. And that’s exactly
what our administration is committed to doing
in the months ahead.

Yesterday I met with General Allen and Am-
bassador Crocker, who were here in Washing-
ton, and I've extraordinary confidence in them
and in the many Americans who are serving in
Afghanistan and who have made extraordinary
sacrifices to be there. Today I'll be meeting
with Prime Minister Cameron, who is part of
our broad coalition serving in Afghanistan, and
we’ll have an opportunity to consult about the
way forward as we prepare for the NATO sum-
mit in Chicago later this spring.

So make no mistake, we have a strategy that
will allow us to responsibly wind down this war.
We're steadily transitioning to the Afghans
who are moving into the lead, and that’s going
to allow us to bring our troops home. Already
we're scheduled to remove 23,000 troops by
the end of this summer, followed by—follow-
ing the 10,000 that we withdrew last year. And
meanwhile, we will continue the work of dev-
astating Al Qaida’s leadership and denying
them a safe haven.

There’s no question that we face a difficult
challenge in Afghanistan, but I am confident
that we can continue the work of meeting our
objectives, protecting our country, and respon-
sibly bringing this war to a close.
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