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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to Iran
March 13, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent the enclosed notice to the Federal Regis-
ter for publication stating that the national
emergency with respect to Iran that was de-
clared on March 15, 1995, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond March 15, 2012.

The crisis between the United States and
Iran resulting from the actions and policies of
the Government of Iran has not been resolved.

The actions and policies of the Government of
Iran are contrary to the interests of the United
States in the region and continue to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the nation-
al security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared with respect to Iran
and maintain in force comprehensive sanctions
against Iran to respond to this threat.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for Prime Minister David Cameron of

the United Kingdom
March 14, 2012

President Obama. Good morning, everyone.

The storied relationship between the United
States and the United Kingdom is steeped in
tradition. And last night, as President, I shared
with the Prime Minister a uniquely American
tradition of bracketology—[laughterl—March
Madness. He’s learned to appreciate one of
our great national pastimes. His team has told
me he has decided to install a hoop at 10
Downing Street. [Laughter]

Today we carry on another tradition, an offi-
cial visit for one of our closest friends and our
dearest allies. Prime Minister Cameron, Mrs.
Cameron, members of the British delegation,
on behalf of the American people, it is my
great honor to welcome you to the United
States.

David, Samantha, on behalf of Michelle and
myself, we welcome you to the White House.
And, Samantha, just let me say that we are de-
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lighted that you’ve made America your first of-
ficial foreign trip.

It's now been 200 years since the British
came here, to the White House, under some-
what different circumstances. [Laughter] They
made quite an impression. [Laughter] They re-
ally lit up the place. [Laughter] But we moved
on. [Laughter] And today, like so many Presi-
dents and Prime Ministers before us, we meet
to reaffirm one of the greatest alliances the
world has ever known.

This visit is also an opportunity to recipro-
cate the extraordinary and gracious hospitality
shown to us by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth,
by David and Samantha, and by the British
people during our visit to London last year.
And we are proud that this visit comes as Her
Majesty begins her Diamond Jubilee, celebrat-
ing 60 extraordinary years on the British
throne.



It is remarkable to consider: Down the de-
cades, we’ve seen nations rise and fall; wars
fought and peace defended; a city divided, a
wall come down; countries imprisoned behind
an Iron Curtain, then liberated. We've seen
the demise of a cold war and the rise of new
threats, the transition from an industrial revo-
lution to an Information Age where new tech-
nologies empower our citizens and our adver-
saries like never before. Our world has been
transformed over and over, and it will be again.
Yet, through the grand sweep of history,
through all its twists and turns, there is one
constant: the rock-solid alliance between the
United States and the United Kingdom.

And the reason is simple. We stand togeth-
er, and we work together, and we bleed togeth-
er, and we build together, in good times and in
bad, because when we do, our nations are
more secure, our people are more prosperous,
and the world is a safer and better and more
just place. Our alliance is essential—it is indis-
pensable—to the security and prosperity that
we seek not only for our own citizens, but for
people around the world.

And that is why, as President, I've made
strengthening this alliance and our alliances
around the world one of my highest foreign
policy priorities. And because we have, I can
stand here today and say with pride and with
confidence—and I believe with David’s agree-
ment—that the relationship between the Unit-
ed States and the United Kingdom is the stron-
gest that it has ever been.

And so in the sunlight of this beautiful
morning, with children from both nations in at-
tendance, we reaffirm the enduring values in
which our alliance is forever rooted. We be-
lieve that every person, if theyre willing to
work hard, if they play by the rules, deserve a
fair shot, deserve a chance to succeed. So, in
these tough economic times, we stand united
in our determination to create the jobs that put
our people back to work, in expanding trade
that is both free and fair, and in fighting for a
global economy where every nation plays by
the same rules.

We believe that our citizens should be able
to live free from fear. So, like generations be-
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fore us, we stand united in the defense of our
countries and against those who would terror-
ize our people or endanger the globe with the
world’s most dangerous weapons.

We believe in the universal rights of all peo-
ple, so we stand united in our support for those
who seek to choose their leaders and forge
their future, including the brave citizens of the
Middle East and North Africa, who deserve
the same God-given rights and freedoms as
people everywhere.

And we believe in the inherent dignity of ev-
ery human being. So we will stand united in
advancing the developments that lift people
and nations out of poverty: the new crops that
feed a village, the care that saves a mother in
childbirth, the vaccine that allows a child to
live a long and healthy life.

This is what we believe. This is who we are.
This is what we do together, what we achieve
together every single day. And this is the alli-
ance that we renew today, guided by the inter-
ests we share, grounded in the values that we
cherish not just for our time, but for all time.

And finally, T would just note that while this
is not the first official visit of my Presidency, it
is one of the few where I have not had to pause
for translation. [Laughter] We Americans and
Brits speak the same language, most of the
time. [Laughter] So let me just say, David, we
are chuffed to bits that you are here—[laugh-
ter]—and I'm looking forward to a great natter.
I'm confident that together we're going to keep
the relationship between our two great nations
absolutely top notch. [Laughter]

David, Samantha, the warmest of welcomes
from Michelle and myself, but more impor-
tantly, from the American people. We are hon-
ored to have you here.

Prime Minister Cameron. President Obama,
First Lady, Mr. Vice President, members of
both Cabinets, guests of honor, ladies and gen-
tlemen: Thank you for such an incredibly
warm welcome. Am I—I have to say, Barack,
with that spectacular command of our shared
language—[laughter]—with all these Union
flags and with so many friends at home, you are
really making me feel very at home here in
Washington.
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So I am a little embarrassed, as I stand here,
to think that 200 years ago—[laughter]—my
ancestors tried to burn this place down.
[Laughter] Now, looking around me, I can see
you've got the place a little better defended to-
day. [Laughter] You're clearly not taking any
risks with the Brits this time. [Laughter]

And thank you also for the lessons last night.
I will leave America with some new words—al-
ley-oops—(laughter]—brackets, fast breaks,
and who knows, maybe that hoop will be in-
stalled in Downing Street after all. It was a
great evening. Thank you very much indeed.

Now, of course, since that unfortunate epi-
sode 200 years ago, generations of British and
American service men and women have fought
together. Our grandparents fought in the same
campaign. My grandfather, wounded a few
days after D-day, the greatest ever British and
American operation in history‘ And yours,
Barack, serving under General Patton as the
Allies swept through France. Whether it is de-
feating the Nazis, standing up to the Soviets,
defending the Korean Peninsula, or hunting
down Al Qaida in Afghanistan, there can be no
more tangible illustration of our two nations
defending our values and advancing our inter-
ests than the mutual sacrifice made by our ser-
vice men and women. And let us once again
pay tribute to their valor, their courage, their
professionalism, and their dedication here in
Washington today.

From the Balkans to Baghdad, across the
world and across the decades, we have been
proud to serve with you. When the chips are
down, Britain and America know that we can
always count on each other because we are al-
lies not just prepared to say the right thing, but
to do the right thing and to do it in the right
way: promoting our values, standing up for our
ideals.

The partnership between our countries, be-
tween our peoples, is the most powerful part-
nership for progress that the world has ever
seen. That is why whenever an American Pres-
ident and a British Prime Minister get togeth-
er, there is a serious and important agenda to
work through. And today is no different. Af-
ghanistan, Iran, the Arab Spring, the need for
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trade, for growth, for jobs in the world econo-
my, the biggest issues in the world, that is our
agenda today.

But what makes our relationship so vigorous
and so lasting is that it draws its strength from
roots far deeper and broader than government
or the military. It is a meeting of kindred spir-
its. When the world’s brightest minds want to
generate the innovations that will make tomor-
row more free and more fair, they look to our
great universities, like Harvard and Stanford,
Cambridge and Oxford.

When the most audacious and entrepre-
neurial philanthropists, like the Gates Founda-
tion, want not just to give out to charity, but to
eliminate polio and other avoidable diseases so
that no child in our world should die unneces-
sarily, they find partners across the Atlantic in
the British aid agencies, like Save the Chil-
dren, Oxfam, and Christian Aid.

And when a great innovator like Sir Tim
Berners-Lee wanted a partner to make the
World Wide Web a reality, he turned to Amer-
ica. Why? Because he knew that it was in
America that he would find that same spirit of
creativity, innovation, and risk-taking that de-
fines our unique approach to enterprise and to
business.

He’s not alone. In 2010, transatlantic part-
nerships produced eight of the nine Nobel
Prizes in science. Foreign direct investment
between Britain and America is the largest in
the world and now stands at $900 billion. This
creates and sustains around a million jobs each
side of the Atlantic. And it provides a strong
foundation for bilateral trade worth nearly
$200 billion a year. In fact, American invest-
ment in the U K. is eight times larger than Chi-
na, and U K. investment in America is nearly a
hundred and forty times that of China.

So yes, the world is changing at a faster rate
than ever before, and the ways we will influ-
ence events are changing with it. But one thing
remains unchanged: the ceaseless back-and-
forth between our two nations through ideas,
friendship, business, and shared endeavor. And
that’s why I believe that we can be sure that in
50 years’ time, an American President and a
British Prime Minister will stand on this very



spot, just as we do now; they will stand here, as
we do, for freedom and for enterprise; our two
countries, the united states of liberty and en-
terprise.

That is why I'm so pleased to be here today
to celebrate an essential relationship that, as
you say, has never been stronger, and to work
with you to make sure we deliver that, and to
make our countries closer and closer still.
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Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:33 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Prime
Minister Cameron was accorded a formal wel-
come with full military honors. In his remarks,
Prime Minister Cameron referred to Timothy
J. Berners-Lee, director, World Wide Web
Consortium (W3C).

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister David Cameron of

the United Kingdom
March 14, 2012

President Obama. Good afternoon, every-
one. Please have a seat. Again, it is a great hon-
or to welcome my friend and partner, Prime
Minister David Cameron, back to the White
House for this official visit.

I know there’s been a lot of focus on last
night’s game. Some have asked how it came
about. So T want to set the record straight.
During my visit to London last year, David ar-
ranged for us to play some local students—ta-
ble tennis. As they would say in Britain, we got
thrashed. So, when it came to sports on this
visit, I thought it would be better if we just
watched. That said, I'm still trying to get David
to fill out his bracket.

We've just finished up a very good discus-
sion, and it was a reminder of why I value Da-
vid’s leadership and partnership so much. He
appreciates how the alliance between our
countries is a foundation not only for the secu-
rity and prosperity of our two nations, but for
international peace and security as well. David
shares my belief that in a time of rapid change,
the leadership of the United States and the
United Kingdom is more important than ever.
And we share the view that the future we seek
is only possible if the rights and responsibilities
of nations and people are upheld. And that’s a
cause that we advanced today.

At a time when too many of our people are
still out of work, we agree that we’ve got to stay
focused on creating the growth and jobs that
put our people back to work, even as both our
countries make difficult choices to put our fis-

cal houses in order. Between us, we have the
largest investment relationship in the world,
and we’ve instructed our teams to continue to
explore ways to increase transatlantic trade and
investment. And I very much appreciate Da-
vid’s perspective on the fiscal situation in the
euro zone, where both our countries—our
economies, our businesses, our banks—are
deeply connected.

We moved on to discuss Afghanistan, where
we are the two largest contributors of forces to
the international mission and where our forces
continue to make extraordinary sacrifices. The
tragic events of recent days are a reminder that
this continues to be a very difficult mission.
And obviously, we both have lost a number of
extraordinary young men and women in the-
ater. What's undeniable, though, and what we
can never forget, is that our forces are making
very real progress: dismantling Al Qaida,
breaking the Taliban’s momentum, and train-
ing Afghan forces so that they can take the lead
and our troops can come home.

That transition is already underway, and
about half of all Afghans currently live in areas
where Afghan security forces are taking re-
sponsibility. Today the Prime Minister and I
reaffirmed the transition plan that we agreed
to with our coalition partners in Lisbon. Spe-
cifically, at the upcoming NATO summit in my
hometown of Chicago, well determine the
next phase of transition. This includes shifting
to a support role next year, in 2013, in advance
of Afghans taking full responsibility for security
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