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and to push and to keep inching this country
closer to its ideals, its highest ideals.

And I said in 2008, I am not a perfect man
and I will never be a perfect President. But I
made a commitment then that I would always
tell you what I believed, I would always tell you
where I stood, and I would wake up every single
day fighting as hard as I know how for you. And
I’ve kept that promise to the American people.

So I’m a little grayer now. [Laughter] It’s
not as trendy to be involved in the Obama
campaign as it was back then. [Laughter] Some
of you have rolled up those “Hope” posters,
and they’re in a closet somewhere. [Laughter]
But I am more determined and more confi-
dent that what drove us in 2008 is the right
thing for America, than I’ve ever been before.

And if you’re willing to keep pushing
through the obstacles and reach for that vision

of America that we all believe in, I promise you
change will continue to come. And if you work
as hard as you did then now, I promise you we
will finish what we started in 2008, and we will
remind the world just why it is that America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. at
the Palmer House Hilton hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to former White House Senior Ad-
viser David M. Axelrod; Penny S. Pritzker,
chairman and founder, Pritzker Realty Group;
former White House Chief of Staff William M.
Daley; Secretary of Education Arne Duncan;
and Warren E. Buffett, chief executive officer
and chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

Statement on Representative Gary L. Ackerman’s Decision Not To Seek Re-
election
March 16, 2012

For over 30 years, Gary Ackerman has rep-
resented the people of Queens and Long Is-
land, first as a New York State senator and then
as a Member of Congress. Gary’s bipartisan ef-
forts helped our Nation confront significant
challenges at home and abroad. He was a lead-
er in the fight to pass Wall Street reform and
helped strengthen the bonds between the
United States and our allies, particularly Israel.
Always a champion of his fellow New Yorkers,

Gary was also successful in enacting a bill to
create the “Heroes” postage stamp, which ben-
efited the families of rescue workers killed or
permanently disabled while responding to the
9/11 attacks. Gary’s unique enthusiasm will be
greatly missed in the halls of Congress, but I
am confident he will continue to serve the peo-
ple of New York for years to come. Michelle
and I wish him and his family well in the fu-
ture.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Regarding High-Performance Computer
Export Controls
March 16, 2012

Dear __________:

In accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 1211(d) of the National Defense Authori-
zation Act for Fiscal Year 1998 (Public Law
105–85), I hereby notify you of my decision to
establish a new level for the notification pro-

cedure for digital computers set forth in sec-
tion 1211(a) of Public Law 105–85. The new
level will be 3.0 Weighted TeraFLOPS. The
attached report provides the rationale sup-
porting this decision and fulfills the require-
ments of Public Law 105–85, sections 1211(d)
and (e).
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