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I promise you change will come. The change
you believe in will come. And we will remind the
world once again just why it is the United States
of America is the greatest country on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. at the
Tyler Perry Studios. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to actor and comedian Tyler Perry;
Warren E. Buffett, chief executive officer and
chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.; and his
mother-in-law Marian Robinson.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Atlanta

March 16, 2012

The President. So, usually, T have better ac-
commodations for our events. [Laughter] But
we decided to slum it here today. Everybody,
have a seat. Everybody, have a seat.

It is wonderful to see all of you. I've got a
bunch of good friends here. It is a nice, inti-
mate setting, which means that I'm going to
have time to have a conversation instead of giv-
ing a long speech. And since I've been giving
long speeches all day, I'm—and most of you
have heard it before—I'm glad that it’s going
to be more of a dialogue.

First of all, T just want to thank Tyler for this
event. I was saying to him, when we were over
at his studio, there is something about Ameri-
ca, with all the struggles we've been going
through and all the changes that have taken
place in our history, for him to come from
where he is and be who he is, for me to come
from where I am and have this extraordinary
privilege. It says something special about this
place. And for Tyler to continue to be so hum-
ble and thoughtful and generous is just a—is a
testimony to him and his family. And so we are
just so grateful to him and just feel blessed to
see his success. So thank you so much, Tyler.
Appreciate it.

We've got a couple of elected officials who
are doing outstanding work. First of all, your
own mayor, who is blowing up, as they say.
[Laughter] He is a star, and people all across
the country are starting to get a sense of how
astute he is and how effective he is in leading
this city; Mr. Kasim Reed is in the house.

Our host when we get to Charlotte, North
Carolina, Mayor Anthony Foxx is here.

And then there is my good friend Oprah,
who very early on, when I was still running,
just decided that she would support this guy
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with a name that nobody could pronounce.
And just like books and skin cream—(laugh-
ter]—when Oprah decides she likes you, then
other people like you too. [Laughter] And she
has continued to be just—not just a friend, but
somebody who Michelle and I seek out in
thinking about not just the day-to-day issues of
the day but trying to keep our focus on the big
picture. And what she’s done for so many peo-
ple, not just in America, but around the world,
is extraordinary. So I just want to say thank you
to Oprah.

We’ve had a good day. I was back home in
Chicago, came down to Atlanta. It's warm ev-
ery place. It gets you a little nervous about
what’s happening to global temperatures, but
when it’s 75 degrees in Chicago in the begin-
ning of March, you start thinking——

Audience member. Something is wrong.

The President. Yes. On the other hand, real-
ly have enjoyed the nice weather. [Laughter]

And we're starting to gear up, starting to get
into—back into that campaign mode. And it
makes you reflect on the journey we've trav-
eled so far over the last 3 years. As some of you
may have seen, we released a video yesterday.
If you haven’t seen it, it’s worth catching. Be-
cause what it reminds us of is where we were,
because you can’t understand where we are
unless you have a good sense of where we've
been.

And this time—around this time 4 years
ago—or 3 years ago, we were losing 800,000
jobs a month. The banking system had com-
pletely locked up. The auto industry was on the
verge of collapse. The world economy was
hemorrhaging. And 3 years later, we've now
created close to 4 million jobs. The banking
system is healthy again. Credit is flowing.



Small businesses are starting to get back on
their feet. Manufacturing is as strong as it’s
been in a couple of decades in terms of job
growth. We still have enormous challenges,
but we’ve made extraordinary progress.

Now, what I always remind people of is, I
ran for President not just to get back to where
we were before the crisis; I ran because the
status quo precrisis wasn’t good enough. But it
was for too many people a betrayal of the
American Dream, the idea that if you work
hard, you can make it, regardless of what you
look like, where you come from, what your
name is, that as a consequence of hard work
you could support a family, buy a home, send
your kids to college, retire with dignity and re-
spect. That core American Dream had been
fraying for too many people.

And so even as these last 3 years we have
been dealing with crises and getting the auto
industry back on its feet and making sure the
banking system was sounder and dealing with
two wars and going after Al Qaida and trying to
clean up after these extraordinary challenges,
I've still tried to stay focused on the fact that
the promises we made in the campaign had to
do with building an economy that sustained it-
self and that was built on a solid foundation,
not phony financial profits or debt, but was
built on something more sound and more last-
ing and that we would reopen opportunity for
everybody and give people more security as
they pursue their dreams.

And that’s what we’ve done. The health care
bill will give 30 million people health care for
the first time. But it also means that everybody
who already has health care, the insurance
companies can’t drop you just because you get
sick or you've got a preexisting condition or—
young people, 2% million people right now
have health care that didn’t have it before be-
cause they can stay on their parent’s plan.

The changes we’re making in education, 46
States have initiated reforms across the coun-
try that are reemphasizing training teachers,
and not just teaching to the test, but allowing
creativity and passion in the classroom, holding
folks accountable, saying we’re going to get rid
of teachers who aren’t doing a good job, but al-
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so rewarding teachers who are doing a great
job and lifting them up.

Across the country, we are seeing a renais-
sance of advanced manufacturing, so we’re not
just a country that’s known for buying stuff and
consuming stuff, but we’re starting to build
and sell and export things that are made in
America.

We want to rebuild our infrastructure, and
we began to do that through the Recovery Act,
so that once again we've got the best airports
and the best roads and the best bridges and the
best Internet service, accessing rural commu-
nities and inner cities so that everybody can tap
into this new 21st-century economy.

We've tried to make sure that fairness is not
just something we give lip service to, but that
we actually deliver on. And so whether it’s re-
invigorating the Justice Department’s Office of
Civil Rights or ending “don’t ask, don’t tell,”
we've tried to make sure that we mean what we
say when we say that this is a country where ev-
erybody is equal before the law.

Internationally, we’ve restored respect for
America. We've ended one war. We're transi-
tioning out of another one. We went after the
people who actually attacked us on 9/11, and
Al Qaida is weaker than it’s been in years. And
Usama bin Laden is not around.

We strengthened our alliances, the respect
for the United States, the restoration of our
moral standing by banning torture and uphold-
ing rule of law. That makes all kinds of differ-
ences for people as they travel overseas and
they try to do business overseas.

So here’s the thing though: This is not a 3-
year project; this is an 8-year project. So I need
you one more time. And we're confident we
can get there, but we’re going to need your
help. So I've said this—I was saying this at the
speech that I gave at Tyler’s studio: I know I'm
a little grayer now—/[laughter]—and it’s not as
trendy to be an Obama supporter, because it’s
not as fresh. Those posters are kind of rolled
up in some closet somewhere. [Laughter] But
my determination—my determination is un-
wavering. My passion to bring about change is
undiminished. The need is still great. The
American people are still relying on us.
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And so I'hope that you are game to work just
as hard, if not harder, in the coming months to
make sure we finish what we began. T'll be
counting on you, and more importantly, the
American people are counting on you.

All right. Thank you very much.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 17, 2012

Hi, everybody. As I know you’ve noticed
over the past few weeks, the price at your local
pump has been going up and up. And because
it’s an election year, so has the temperature of
our political rhetoric.

What matters most to me right now is the
impact that rising prices have on you. When
you've got to spend more on gas, you've got
less to spend on everything else. It makes
things harder. So I wanted to take a minute
this weekend to explain what steps my admin-
istration is taking when it comes to energy—
most importantly, producing more of it while
using less of it.

The truth is, the price of gas depends on a
lot of factors that are often beyond our control.
Unrest in the Middle East can tighten global
oil supply. Growing nations like China or India
adding cars to the road increases demand. But
one thing we should control is fraud and ma-
nipulation that can cause prices to spike even
further.

For years, traders at financial firms were
able to game the energy markets, distort the
price of oil, and make big profits for them-
selves at your expense. And they were able to
do all that because of major gaps and loopholes
in our regulations. When I took office, we did
something about it.

The Wall Street reforms I signed into law
are helping bring energy markets out of the
shadows and under real oversight. They're
strengthening our ability to go after fraud and
to prevent traders from manipulating the mar-
ket. So it’s not just wrong, but dangerous that
some in Congress want to roll back those pro-
tections and return to the days when compa-
nies like Enron could avoid regulation and
reap enormous profits, no matter who it hurt.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 p.m. at the
residence of Tyler Perry. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to talk show host Oprah Winfrey. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

What's more, at a time when big oil compa-
nies are making more money than ever before,
we're still giving them 4 billion of your tax dol-
lars in subsidies every year. Your Member of
Congress should be fighting for you. Not for
big financial firms. Not for big oil companies.

In the next few weeks, I expect Congress to
vote on ending these subsidies. And when they
do, we’re going to put every single Member of
Congress on record: They can either stand up
for the oil companies, or they can stand up for
the American people. They can either place
their bets on a fossil fuel from the last century,
or they can place their bets on America’s fu-
ture. So make your voice heard. Send your
Representative an e-mail, give them a call, tell
them to stand with you.

And tell them to be honest with you. It’s
easy to promise a quick fix when it comes to
gas prices. There just isn’t one. Anyone who
tells you otherwise—any career politician who
promises some three-point plan for $2 dollar
gas—they’re not looking for a solution. They’re
just looking for your vote.

If we're truly going to make sure we're not at
the mercy of spikes in gas prices every year, the
answer isn’t just going to be to drill more, be-
cause we're already drilling more. Under my ad-
ministration, we’re producing more oil here at
home than at any time in the last 8 years. That’s a
fact. We've quadrupled the number of operating
oil rigs to a record high. That’s a fact. And we’ve
opened millions of acres of land and offshore to
develop more of our domestic resources.

Those are the facts. But we can’t just rely on
drilling. Not when we use more than 20 per-
cent of the world’s oil, but still only have 2 per-
cent of the world’s known oil reserves. If we
don’t develop other sources of energy and the
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