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steadfast ally, and a faithful partner in the
United States of America.

Ladies and gentlemen, Taoiseach Kenny.
Cheers!

[At this point, Prime Minister Enda Kenny of
Ireland made brief remarks, during which he
presented President Obama with a certificate
of Irish heritage and a bowl of shamrocks.]

President Obama. Well, thank you. First of
all, this will have a special place of honor along-
side my birth certificate. [Laughter] Absolute-
ly. Absolutely. The shamrocks have brought
good luck to our garden over the past few
years. And I am extraordinarily grateful to you,
Taoiseach and Fionnuala, for just being such
wonderful hosts to us when we were there. But
I think that you get a sense from this crowd

that you have a second home on the other side
of the Atlantic and that good cheer and warmth
is fully reciprocated.

So happy St. Patrick’s week, everybody. God
bless you. May God bless both our countries.
Have a wonderful time while you’re here.
Don’t break anything.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:04 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to his cousin Henry Healy
of Moneygall, Ireland, and his mother Mary
Healy; Ollie Hayes, owner, Ollie Hayes Bar in
Moneygall, Ireland, and his wife Majella; and
Gov. Martin J. O’Malley of Maryland. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Vice
President Joe Biden, who introduced the Pres-
ident, and Prime Minister Kenny.

Remarks at the Copper Mountain Solar 1 Facility in Boulder City, Nevada
March 21, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody. Good af-
ternoon. Everybody, please have a seat. Have a
seat. It is wonderful to be here. Thank you so
much. It is great to be in Boulder City.

A couple people I want to thank for their
outstanding work. First of all, our Interior Sec-
retary, Ken Salazar, is in the house. He’s the
guy in the nice-looking hat. Not only does it
look good, but it protects his head, because the
hair has gotten a little thin up there. [Laughter] 

Audience member. One is a good-looking
guy.

The President. He is a good-looking guy.
Audience member. One of them. One of them.
The President. One of them. [Laughter] There—

that’s right. There’s the other guy. [Laughter]
I also want to thank your mayor—a big sup-

porter of solar energy—and that’s Roger To-
bler, for being here. Where’s Roger? Here he
is right there. I just met his beautiful daughter.
It’s great to see you.

I want to thank Jeffrey Martin, CEO of
Sempra, and John and Kevin, who helped just
give me this tour.

And Boulder City is the first stop on a tour
where I’ll be talking about what we’re calling

an all-of-the-above energy strategy—all of the
above—a strategy that relies on producing
more oil and gas here in America, but also
more biofuels, more fuel-efficient cars, more
wind power, and as you can see, a whole lot
more solar power.

This is the largest solar plant of its kind any-
where in the country. That’s worth applauding.
Every year, you produce enough clean energy
to power around 17,000 homes. And that’s just
the beginning. Things are going so well that
another plant is already under construction
down the road that will eventually power an-
other 45,000 homes. And a third plant is in de-
velopment that will be one day able to power
around 66,000 homes.

Now, this is an area that was hit hard by the
recession, and that’s true of the whole State.
You guys have been through a lot. But you ha-
ven’t given up. You looked around at this flat,
beautiful land and all this sun—I just—I asked
the question, how many days of sun do you get
a year—320; that’s pretty good—and decided
that Boulder City was the perfect place to gen-
erate solar power.
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In fact, as I was talking to the folks from
Sempra, they were explaining that this location
is almost optimal for solar power generation,
not only because it’s flat. Transmission lines
were already here, the sun is traveling, and
there’s no haze, and it’s absolutely clear. And so
this is an extraordinary opportunity for the
community. And when a business showed up
with plans to build a new solar plant, hundreds
of local workers got jobs because of it. Thou-
sands of families are now powering their homes
with a cleaner, renewable source of energy.

And this is not just happening here in Boul-
der City, it’s happening in cities and towns all
across America. According to experts, we’ve
now got more than 5,600 solar companies na-
tionwide, and many of them are small busi-
nesses. There are solar companies in every sin-
gle State in the Union. And today, we’re pro-
ducing enough solar energy to power 730,000
American homes. And because of the invest-
ments we’ve made as a nation, the use of re-
newable energies has actually doubled.

So this is an industry on the rise. It’s a
source of energy that’s becoming cheaper; we
all know it’s cleaner. And more and more busi-
nesses are starting to take notice. They’re start-
ing to look around for more places like Boulder
City to set up shop.

And when I took office I said, why not give
these businesses some access to public lands
that aren’t otherwise being utilized? At the
time, there wasn’t a single solar project in
place on public lands, not one. Today, thanks
to some great work by Ken Salazar, we’ve got
16 solar projects approved. And when they’re
complete, we’ll be generating enough energy
to power 2 million homes. And that’s progress.

We’re also enforcing our trade laws to make
sure countries like China aren’t giving their so-
lar companies an unfair advantage over ours.
And that’s important because countries all
around the world—China, Germany, you
name it—they understand the potential. They
understand the fact that as countries all around
the world become more interested in power
generation—their population is expanding,
their income level is going up, they use more
electricity—and we’re going to have to make

sure that we’re the guys who are selling them
the technology and the know-how to make sure
that they’re getting the power that they need.

In fact, just yesterday our administration de-
termined China wasn’t playing fair when it
came to solar power. And so we took the first
step towards leveling the playing field, because
my attitude is, when the playing field is level,
then American workers and American busi-
nesses are always going to win. And that’s why
we’ve got to make sure that our laws are prop-
erly enforced.

Now, you’d think, given this extraordinary
site, given the fact that this is creating jobs,
generating power, helping to keep our environ-
ment clean, making us more competitive glob-
ally, you’d think that everybody would be sup-
portive of solar power. That’s what you’d think.
And yet, if some politicians had their way,
there won’t be any more public investment in
solar energy. There won’t be as many new jobs
and new businesses.

Some of these folks want to dismiss the
promise of solar power and wind power and fu-
el-efficient cars. In fact, they make jokes about
it. One Member of Congress who shall remain
unnamed called these jobs “phony”—called
them phony jobs. I mean, think about that
mindset, that attitude that says because some-
thing is new, it must not be real. If these guys
were around when Columbus set sail, they’d
be charter members of the Flat Earth Society.
[Laughter] It’s—we were just talking about
this: that a lack of imagination, a belief that you
can’t do something in a new way. That’s not
how we operate here in America. That’s not
who we are. That’s not what we’re about.

These politicians need to come to Boulder
City and see what I’m seeing. They should talk
to the people who are involved in this industry,
who have benefited from the jobs, who benefit
from ancillary businesses that are related to
what’s going on right here.

Now, all of you know that when it comes to
new technologies, the payoffs aren’t always go-
ing to come right away. Sometimes you need a
jumpstart to make it happen. That’s been true
of every innovation that we’ve ever had. And
we know that some discoveries won’t pan out.
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There’s the VCR and the Beta and the—all
that stuff. [Laughter]

And each successive generation recognizes
that some technologies are going to work,
some won’t; some companies will fail, some
companies will succeed. Not every auto com-
pany succeeded in the early days of the auto in-
dustry. Not every airplane manufacturer suc-
ceeded in the early days of the aviation. But we
understood as Americans that if we keep on
this track, and we’re at the cutting edge, then
that ultimately will make our economy stron-
ger, and it will make the United States stron-
ger. It will create jobs. It will create businesses.
It will create opportunities for middle class
Americans and folks who want to get into the
middle class. That’s who we are. That’s what
we’re about.

So I want everybody here to know that as
long as I’m President, we will not walk away
from the promise of clean energy. We’re not
going to walk away from places like Boulder
City. I’m not going to give up on the new to
cede our position to China or Germany or all
the other competitors out there who are mak-
ing massive investments in clean energy tech-
nology. I refuse to see us stand by and not
make the same commitment. That’s not what
we do in America. It’s not who we are as a
country.

One of the main reasons I ran for this office
is I didn’t think that our leaders were doing
enough to tackle the big challenges, the hard
challenges, to seize the big opportunities. And
energy is one of the best examples. We have
been talking about changing our energy poli-
cies for 30 years. When I was the age of these
guys right here, when I was 10, 11, right, in the
seventies, and my grandparents were com-
plaining about long gas lines, we were talking
about how we were going to do things differ-
ently. Thirty, forty years, and we keep on doing
the same stuff. We keep on punting. We keep
on putting it off. For decades, Washington
kept kicking the can down the road.

I don’t want to do that anymore. I want to
make sure when these guys are grown up that
they’re seeing solar panels all across the coun-
try. They’re seeing American-made energy and

American-made power. They’re benefiting
from a cleaner environment. They’re seeing
jobs and opportunity. That’s what I want to
see.

So, as long as I’m President, we’re going to
develop every available source of energy. That
is a promise that I’m making to you.

And yes, that means we make investments in
stuff that is new, and we stop subsidizing stuff
that’s old. The current members of the Flat
Earth Society in Congress—[laughter]—they
would rather see us continue to provide $4 bil-
lion in tax subsidies, tax giveaways, to the oil
companies, $4 billion to an industry that is
making record profits. Every time you fill up
the pump, they’re making money. They are do-
ing just fine. They’re not having any problems.

And yet, on top of what we’re paying at the
pump, we’re also going to give them $4 billion
in subsidies that could be going into making
sure there were investments in clean energy
for the future? That doesn’t make any sense.
Does that make any sense?

Audience members. No!
The President. All right, I just wanted to

make sure. Because I didn’t think it was a wise
use of your tax dollars. [Laughter]

We have subsidized oil companies for a cen-
tury. We want to encourage production of oil
and gas and make sure that wherever we’ve got
American resources, we are tapping into them.
But they don’t need an additional incentive
when gas is $3.75 a gallon, when oil is $120 a
barrel, $125 a barrel. They don’t need addi-
tional incentives. They are doing fine.

Audience member. [Inaudible]—our retire-
ment!

The President. Yes. A century of subsidies to
oil companies is long enough. It’s time to end
the taxpayer giveaways to an industry that’s
rarely been more profitable and double down
on investments in an energy industry that has
never been more promising. That’s what we
need to do.

So Congress needs to pass more tax credits
for projects like this one, needs to provide cer-
tainty when it comes to these tax credits. We
need to go out there and do what a lot of States
are doing right now, which is saying, let’s get a



Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Mar. 21

335

certain percentage of our energy from clean
energy sources. Because when we do that, that
gives a company like this one certainty that
they’re going to have customers, and they can
invest more and build more.

We need to keep Americans on the job. We
need to keep these homes powered by clean
energy. We need to support the businesses
that are doing it.

And again, I just want everybody to be clear,
because sometimes, when you listen to the
news and you listen to some of these other pol-
iticians, they seem a little bit confused about
what I’m saying. We are going to continue pro-
ducing oil and gas at a record pace. That’s got
to be part of what we do. We need energy to
grow. That’s why we’re producing more oil
right now, here in America, than at any time in
the last 8 years—any time in the last 8 years.
We’re opening up more land for oil explora-
tion. We’ve got more oil rigs operating. There
are more pipelines out there that are being ap-
proved. I’ll be visiting one of those rigs and one
of those pipelines this week.

But an energy strategy that focuses only on
drilling and not on an energy strategy that will
free ourselves from our dependence on foreign
oil, that’s a losing strategy. And that’s not a
strategy I’m going to pursue. America uses 20
percent of the world’s oil, and we’ve got 2 per-
cent of the world’s oil reserves. Think about—I
wasn’t a math major, but I just want—[laugh-
ter]—if you’re using 20, you’ve only got 2, that
means you got to bring in the rest from some-
place else. Why wouldn’t we want to start find-
ing alternatives that make us less reliant, less
dependent on what’s going on in the Middle
East?

So we’ve got to develop new energy technol-
ogies, new energy sources. It’s the only way

forward. And here in Boulder City, you know
that better than anybody. You know the prom-
ise that lies ahead because this city has always
been about the future. Eight decades ago, in
the midst of the Great Depression, the people
of Boulder City were busy working on another
energy project you may have heard of. Like to-
day, it was a little bit ahead of its time. It was a
little bit bigger than this solar plant; it was a lit-
tle louder too. It was called the Hoover Dam.
And at the time, it was the largest dam in the
world. Even today, it stands as a testimony to
American ingenuity, American imagination,
the power of the American spirit, a testimony
to the notion we can do anything.

That was true back then; it is true today. You
know the choice we need to make when it
comes to energy. We’ve got to invest in a sus-
tained, all-of-the-above strategy that develops
every available source of energy. We’ve got to
stay ahead of the curve. We’ve got to make
sure that we’re taking some risks. We’ve got to
make sure that we’re making the investments
that are necessary. We’ve got to support ex-
traordinary entrepreneurs that are on the cut-
ting edge. That’s who we are. That’s what we
do. And if we keep on doing it, nothing’s going
to stop us.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Alyssa Tobler, daugh-
ter of Mayor Roger L. Tobler of Boulder City,
NV; Jeffrey W. Martin, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, John A. Sowers, vice president
of operations, and Kevin Gillespie, director of
operations, Sempra U.S. Gas and Power, LLC;
and Rep. John C. Fleming. 

Remarks in Maljamar, New Mexico
March 21, 2012

Hello, New Mexico! Thank you so much
for being here! Everybody, have a seat. I
know it’s a little windy out here, but you guys
are used to it. It is wonderful to be back in
New Mexico.

I want to acknowledge a couple of folks who
are here. Well, first, mainly I want to thank
Concho Resources and the Southwest New
Mexico ConocoPhillips team for helping to set
this up. Thank you. Good job, everybody.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:06:45-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




