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So, on Syria, although there had been some
differences over the last several months, we
both agreed that we should be supportive of
Kofi Annan’s efforts to try to end some of the
bloodshed that’s taking place within Syria and
move towards a mechanism that would allow
for the Syrian people ultimately to have a rep-
resentative and legitimate government that
serves their interest.

On Iran, we agreed that the P–5-plus-1 talks
with Iran that should be announced soon offer
us an opportunity to resolve diplomatically the
critical issue of ensuring that Iran is abiding by
its international obligations that will allow it to
rejoin the community of nations and have
peaceful uses of nuclear energy while not de-
veloping nuclear weapons.

And with respect to North Korea, we are go-
ing to be both sending messages to North Ko-
rea that they should not go forward with this
missile launch, which would violate existing
U.N. Security Council resolutions. And our
hope is, is that we can resolve these issues dip-
lomatically.

So let me just say that at a time of great chal-
lenges around the world, cooperation between
the United States and Russia is absolutely criti-
cal to world peace and stability. And I have to
say that I could not have asked for a better
partner in forging that strong relationship than
Dmitry. I am confident that in his new role he
is going to continue to have an outstanding in-
fluence in world affairs and help to continue to
deepen and improve the relationship between
our two countries. 

I wish him all the best. And I would love to
visit St. Petersburg. He is absolutely right that
my next visit to Russia will undoubtedly be af-
ter my election. [Laughter]

Good luck, my friend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m. at the
Millennium Seoul Hilton hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to former Secretary-General Kofi
A. Annan of the United Nations, in his capacity
as Joint U.N.-Arab League Special Envoy for
Syria. President Medvedev spoke in Russian,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Ka-
zakhstan in Seoul
March 26, 2012

President Obama. Well, it is wonderful to
see, once again, President Nazarbayev from
Kazakhstan. And I want to first of all congratu-
late him on his leadership for the issues that
are going to be discussed over the next 2 days.

Twenty years ago, Kazakhstan made a deci-
sion not to have nuclear weapons. And not only
has that led to growth and prosperity in his
own country, but he has been a model in ef-
forts around the world to eliminate nuclear
materials that could fall into the wrong hands.
So I very much appreciate his leadership.

In fact, one of the major deliverables that
will take place at this summit is a outstanding
effort to deal with nuclear materials that were
a carryover over from the Soviet era. Working
with Russia and the United States, Kazakhstan
has been able to secure those materials, and
that makes us all safer.

I know that we’ll have an opportunity during
this bilateral meeting to also discuss some of
the other efforts that Kazakhstan has made
when it comes to highly enriched uranium,
plutonium, their efforts at helping to develop a
international fuel bank that can lessen the
need for countries to pursue their own enrich-
ment capabilities.

And so across the board, Kazakhstan has
been a key leader on these issues and is appro-
priately going to be featured during the next 2
days at this nuclear security summit.

The close relationship between our two
countries extends beyond just the nuclear se-
curity issue, so this meeting will give us an op-
portunity to discuss the cooperation that we
have built over the last several years with re-
spect to Afghanistan and the help we’ve
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received in supplying our troops and helping to
assist the Afghan Government.

We obviously have commercial ties as well,
and we’ll be discussing how we can deepen
those. I’ll be interested in discussing with the
President efforts to further expand democracy
and human rights within Kazakhstan, which
will help to lead to further growth and prosper-
ity in the future.

And so I very much appreciate his leader-
ship, his efforts. And I look forward to continu-
ing to strengthen the relationship between our
two countries.

President Nazarbayev. Well, I’m very grate-
ful for this opportunity to participate in this
important summit in Seoul. We are discussing
a very crucial issue: nuclear security. And I am
very grateful to you, Mr. President, for the in-
vitation to participate at the Washington sum-
mit, and now we are here in Seoul to discuss a
very important issue: nuclear security.

And, Mr. President, I support your call to all
nations to struggle for a nuclear-free world,
and we fully support the nuclear strategy of the
United States. When you said that all the coun-
tries that support the Non-Proliferation Treaty
will get the support of nuclear powers and will
never be threatened by any nuclear state, and I
think this is very important over the future.

You discussed in details—and your plan in
details—the joint work that we carry out be-
tween our nations. And Kazakhstan 20 years
ago was the first country to close its nuclear
test site—in Semipalatinsk we voluntarily re-
nounced our nuclear arsenal. And you know
very well that at that time, on the territory of
Kazakhstan, was 1,100 warheads were de-
ployed on the intercontinental missiles.

And in the last years, we have worked close-
ly—I mean, Russia, the United States, and Ka-

zakhstan—to demolish the infrastructure that
was left over on the Polygon, and we did a lot
to rehabilitate the part of the Kazakhstan terri-
tory that was radiated. And the people of Ka-
zakhstan, who suffered a lot and who lost many
lives in that tragedy, they appreciate that ef-
forts very much.

And we worked very closely with the United
States, and we have achieved a lot. We worked
jointly on many projects. And about 20 billion
U.S. dollars have been invested in the Kazakh-
stan economy so far. And 80 percent of all for-
eign investments that were directed in Central
Asia ended up in Kazakhstan. And I always
show this collaboration as a very shining and
bright example of good collaboration. And I
talk to all the nuclear powers and those who
are threshold countries, and I talked to the
leaders of Iran, and I explained that there can
be better collaboration with the two countries
will strive for peace.

And of course, we work very closely on
struggling terrorism, on Afghanistan, and the
issues of transportation and transit through the
territory of Kazakhstan that we discussed 2
years ago are all settled and solved now.

And, Mr. President, we hope that the good
and strong relations between us and the Unit-
ed States will strengthen further in the future,
especially in economics and politics. And we’re
ready to work shoulder to shoulder on this par-
ticular issue of nuclear safety and in other—all
of the issues that we believe that will involve
our part of the world.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:27 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Seoul hotel. President Naz-
arbayev spoke in Russian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Seoul
March 26, 2012

President Hu. This is our first meeting this
year, and our 11th meeting in the last 3 years
and more. A month ago, Vice President Xi Jin-
ping made a successful visit to the United States.
I asked him to hand to you, Mr. President, my

reply to your earlier letter, and I want to thank
the American side for the warm hospitality and
thoughtful arrangements made for his visit.

Now I’d like to first listen to you, Mr. Presi-
dent.
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