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President Obama. Well, Mr. President, first
of all, I’d like to say, it is wonderful to see you
again and your delegation. And I think that the
fact that we have met 11 times during the
course of my Presidency is an indication of the
importance that both of us place on strong
U.S.-China relations.

I think that—I am very pleased to hear that
Vice President Xi had a wonderful visit. We
very much enjoyed hosting him in the United
States, and he did deliver your letter, which I
appreciate very much.

I think this is an excellent opportunity for us
to discuss a wide range of issues. First of all,
the fact that we are at a nuclear security sum-
mit, following up on our discussions in Wash-
ington 2 years ago, shows the progress that the
international community has made in prevent-
ing nuclear proliferation and making sure that
we’ve secured nuclear materials. And I know
that’s in the interest of both the United States
and China.

I think this is also an opportunity to build on
the excellent cooperation and dialogue across
all the dimensions of our relationship that
we’ve been able to establish over the last 3
years. So I’m looking forward to discussing
economic and commercial issues, how we can
continue to expand trade and make sure that

there is strong mutual understanding about the
potential benefits of commerce between our
two nations, in accordance with international
rules and norms.

It also gives us an opportunity to talk about a
wide range of international issues. Obviously of
great importance to us, and I know to you as
well, the situation in North Korea, the situation
in Iran. We both have an interest in making
sure that international norms surrounding non-
proliferation and preventing destabilizing nu-
clear weapons is very important. Issues like Su-
dan, where we both have an interest in ensur-
ing peace and stability and development in a
previously war-torn region of the world, the
situation in the Middle East. In all of these is-
sues, I think cooperation and coordination be-
tween the United States and China is very im-
portant, not only to the interest of our two
countries, but to the interests of the world.

And so I’m looking forward, as always, to a
constructive and frank and productive meeting
that can ultimately benefit both the peoples of
China and the peoples of the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m. at the
Coex Center. President Hu spoke in Chinese,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Senegal
March 26, 2012

I congratulate Macky Sall on his victory in
Senegal’s Presidential elections. Domestic and
international observers report that the election
was carried out transparently, freely, and re-
flects the will of the Senegalese people.

I also recognize President Abdoulaye Wade
for his leadership and friendship to the United
States during his Presidency. I look forward to
building similarly productive ties with Presi-
dent-elect Sall, while deepening the longstand-
ing bonds between the United States and the
Senegalese people.

Senegal has, through this election, reaf-
firmed its tradition as a leading example of
good governance and democracy at work in Af-

rica and remains an example for its neighbors.
The Government and people of Senegal have
once again demonstrated their commitment to
political expression through peaceful, demo-
cratic elections, making it harder for nondemo-
cratic forces, near and far, to prevail. Today’s
results deepen hopes across the continent and
around the world that the quest for human dig-
nity cannot be denied and that Africa’s demo-
cratic wave must continue.

The United States looks forward to main-
taining its strong partnership and close engage-
ment with the people and Government of Sen-
egal to continue to strengthen democracy,
peace, and prosperity in the region.
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