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bers of Congress who are here today, I want to
say publicly before I sign this bill—it’s going to
be important that we continue to make sure
that the SEC is properly funded, just like all
our other regulatory agencies, so that they can
do the job and make sure that our investors get
adequate protections.

This bill represents exactly the kind of bipar-
tisan action we should be taking in Washington
to help our economy. I've always said that the
true engine of job creation in this country is
the private sector, not the government. Our
job is to help our companies grow and hire.
That’s why I pushed for this bill. That's why I
know that the bipartisan group of legislators
here pushed for this bill. That's why I've cut
taxes for small businesses over 17 times. That’s
why every day I'm fighting to make sure Amer-
ica is the best place on Earth to do business.

Our economy has begun to turn a corner,
but we've still got a long way to go. We've still
got a lot of Americans out there who are look-
ing for a job or looking for a job that pays bet-
ter than the one that they’ve got. And we’re go-
ing to have to keep working together so that we
can keep moving the economy forward.
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But I've never been more confident about
our future. And the reason is because of the
American people. Some of the folks beside me
here today are a testimony to that. Day out—
after day, they’re out there pitching investors.
Some meetings go well; some meetings don’t
go so well—that’s true for me too. [Laughter]
But no matter what, they keep at it. And who
knows, maybe one of them or one of the folks
in the audience here today will be the next Bill
Gates or Steve Jobs or Mark Zuckerberg. And
one of them may be the next entrepreneur to
turn a big idea into an entire new industry.
That’s the promise of America; that’s what this
country is all about.

So, if these entrepreneurs are willing to
keep giving their all, the least Washington can
do is to help them succeed. I plan to do that
now by proudly signing this bill.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to William H. Gates III,
chairman, Microsoft Corp.; and Mark E. Zuck-
erberg, founder and chief executive officer,
Facebook, Inc. H.R. 3606, approved April 5,
was assigned Public Law No. 112-106.
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I'd like to wish a happy holiday to all those
celebrating Passover.

The story of the Exodus is thousands of
years old, but it remains as relevant as ever.
Throughout our history, there are those who
have targeted the Jewish people for harm, a
fact we were so painfully reminded of just a
few weeks ago in Toulouse. Just as throughout
history, there have been those who have
sought to oppress others because of their faith,
ethnicity, or color of their skin.

But tomorrow night Jews around the world
will renew their faith that liberty will ultimately
prevail over tyranny. They will give thanks for
the blessings of freedom, while remembering
those who are still not free. And they will ask
one of our life’s most difficult questions: Once

we have passed from bondage to liberty, how
do we make the most of all that God has given
us?

This question may never be resolved, but
throughout the years, the search for answers
has deepened the Jewish people’s commit-
ment to repairing the world and inspired
American Jews to help make our Union more
perfect. And the story of that first Exodus has
also inspired those who are not Jewish with
common hopes and a common sense of obli-
gation.

So this is a very special tradition, and it’s
one I'm proud to be taking part of tomorrow
night at the fourth annual White House Sed-
er. Led by Jewish members of my staff, we’ll
retell the story of the Exodus, listen to our
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youngest guest ask the four questions, and of
course, look forward to a good bowl of matzo
ball soup.

Michelle and T are proud to celebrate with
friends here at home and around the world, in-
cluding those in the State of Israel.

So, on behalf of the entire Obama family,
Chag Sameach.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were video-
taped at approximately 4:05 p.m. on March 29
in the Library at the White House.
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The President. Hello, everybody. Thank you.
Thank you so much. Everybody, please have a
seat. Thank you so much. Well, nice job, every-
body. [Laughter] What an extraordinary event.
It is wonderful to be here with so many old
friends and new friends as well.

A couple of people I just want to say a spe-
cial thank you to: first of all, somebody who is a
class act and cares about working families, has
been working so hard for so many years, first in
the House, now our junior Senator from the
great State of Maryland, Ben Cardin. Thank
you. I also want to acknowledge somebody who
is going to be critical to what’s happening this
year because he is going to be our host for the
Democratic National Convention, the mayor
of the great city of Charlotte, Anthony Foxx is
in the house.

Now, it is good to see all of you.

Audience member. Good to see you!

The President. Well, thank you. [Laughter]

Obviously, I have, every once in a while, a
little bit of time to reflect in between a few re-
sponsibilities as President—[laughter]—and
coaching Sasha’s basketball team—[laugh-
ter]—and making sure I'm doing what I'm told
by my wife. And so I think back to the last 3
years. And I think back to all the work we did
in 2008 and all the people who were involved
in this remarkable journey that we’ve been on.
And T'm reminded that, let’s face it, back in
2008, the reason why you guys got involved
and supported me was not because it was a
sure thing. [Laughter] I was not the odds-on
favorite. [Laughter] Whenever you support
somebody named Barack Hussein Obama to
run for President of the United States—
[laughter]—you’re betting on the underdog.
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But the reason that so many of you put your
heart and soul into the campaign, the reason
that I decided to run, despite having a pretty
young family and asking enormous sacrifices
from them, was because we shared a vision
about what America should be. We shared
commitments to each other about who we are
as a people and what we want to leave behind
for our children and our grandchildren.

And that’s what the campaign was about. It
was about bringing about change not for
change’s sake, but bringing about change be-
cause there were certain values that we cared
deeply about and we didn’t see those values re-
flected in the policies of our Government. And
we worried about the future.

Now, this was all before we knew that we
were entering into the worst financial crisis
and the worst economic crisis that any of us
have seen in our lifetimes. We didn’t under-
stand that we would be losing 4 million jobs in
the 6 months before I took office and another
4 million just in the few months after I took of-
fice, 800,000 jobs the month I was sworn in.
We didn’t realize the magnitude of the collapse
of the housing industry and the possibility that
we might dip into a great depression.

But we did understand that for too long, for
too many people, the basic American compact,
the basic idea that if you work hard, if you're
responsible, if you're looking after your family,
that you should be able to find a job that pays a
living wage, and you should be able to have
health insurance so that you don’t worry about
going bankrupt if somebody in your family gets
sick, that you should be able to send your kids
to college and aspire to higher heights than you
ever achieved, that you should be able to retire
with some dignity and respect. We understood
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