AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Apr. 6/ Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

Or they can read about the extraordinary
leadership of a woman who went by the title
Madam Speaker. Or they can turn on the
news and see that one of the most formida-
ble Presidential candidates and Senators we
ever had is now doing as much as anybody to
improve America’s standing abroad as one of
the best Secretaries of State that we’ve ever
known. And they can see that every single
day, another 500 women, just like your-
selves, take the helm of their own company
right here in America and do their part to
grab those doors of opportunity that they
walked through and open them just a little
bit wider for the next generation.

As long as I've got the privilege of being
your President, we’re going to keep working
every single day to make sure those doors for-
ever stay open and widen the circle of opportu-
nity for all our kids. Thank you for what you do.
Keep it up. God bless you. God bless the Unit-
ed States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in
the South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Mika Brzezinski and
Joe Scarborough, cohosts, MSNBC’s “Morning
Joe” program; his mother-in-law Marian Rob-
inson and sister Maya Soetoro-Ng; and House
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi.

Statement on the Observance of Easter

April 6, 2012

This Sunday, Michelle and I will join Chris-
tians across the country and around the world
to celebrate Easter and give thanks for the all-
important gift of grace. Easter is a time to re-
flect on both Christ’s suffering and ultimate

triumph, as the anguish of the cross continues
to give way to the victory of resurrection. So to
all those celebrating with us, we extend our
warmest Easter greetings and best wishes in

the days ahead.

Statement on the 18th Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda

April 6, 2012

Eighteen years after the Rwandan genocide,
we pause to reflect with horror and sadness on
the 100 days in 1994 when 800,000 people lost
their lives. The specter of this slaughter of
mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters haunts
us still and reminds the nations of the world of
our shared responsibility to do all we can to
protect civilians and to ensure that evil of this
magnitude never happens again. The United
States grieves with the Rwandan people, and
we remember those whose lives were cut

The President’s Weekly Address
April 7, 2012

For millions of Americans, this weekend is a

time to celebrate redemption at God’s hand.
Tonight Jews will gather for a second Seder,
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short. And as we do, we also recognize Rwan-
da’s progress in moving beyond this horrible
tragedy, the strides it has taken to improve the
lives of its people, and its contributions to pro-
tecting civilians from other nations in U.N.
peacekeeping missions around the world. The
U.S. Government and the American people
will continue to extend our friendship, partner-
ship, and support to the Rwandan people as
they seek to build a peaceful and prosperous
future.

where they will retell the story of the Exodus.
And tomorrow my family will join Christians
around the world as we thank God for the all-



important gift of grace through the resurrec-
tion of His Son and experience the wonder of
Easter morning,

These holidays have their roots in miracles
that took place thousands of years ago. They
connect us to our past and give us strength as
we face the future. And they remind us of the
common thread of humanity that connects us
all.

For me, and for countless other Christians,
Easter weekend is a time to reflect and rejoice.
Yesterday many of us took a few quiet mo-
ments to try and fathom the tremendous sacri-
fice Jesus made for all of us. Tomorrow we will
celebrate the resurrection of a Savior who died
so that we might live.

And throughout these sacred days, we re-
commit ourselves to following His example.
We rededicate our time on Earth to selfless-
ness and to loving our neighbors. We remind
ourselves that no matter who we are or how
much we achieve, we each stand humbled be-
fore an almighty God.

The story of Christ’s triumph over death
holds special meaning for Christians. But all of
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us, no matter how or whether we believe, can
identify with elements of His story: the tri-
umph of hope over despair, of faith over doubt;
the notion that there is something out there
that is bigger than ourselves.

These beliefs help unite Americans of all
faiths and backgrounds. They shape our values
and guide our work. They put our lives in per-
spective.

So to all Christians celebrating the resurrec-
tion with us, Michelle and I want to wish you a
blessed and happy Easter. And to all Ameri-
cans, I hope you have a weekend filled with joy
and reflection, focused on the things that mat-
ter most.

God bless you, and may God bless the Unit-
ed States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:50 a.m. on April 6 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
April 7. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on April 6,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on

April 7.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll

April 9, 2012

The President. Good morning, everybody.
How about Rachel Crow? Give her a big round
of applause.

I want to wish everybody a wonderful Eas-
ter. And we are so thrilled that all of you could
join us here today. My job is very simple: It is
to introduce the powerhouse of the White
House, the one truly in charge, as Malia, Sasha,
and Bo all know, the First Lady of the United
States, Michelle Obama.

The First Lady. Thank you, honey. My job is
simple as well. T just want to officially welcome
you all to the White House Easter Egg Roll. It
is a beautiful day, perfect weather. We are so
excited to have you all here. We've got a great
set of activities planned for you. There’s some-
thing for everyone. We're going to be over
there doing a little egg roll. T think the Presi-
dent is going to try to beat a 3-year-old, which I
hope he does not. [Laughter]

But we also have a wonderful yoga garden.
We've got some storytime guests. We've got
great readers here this year, as we do every
year. You can get your face painted. We've got
wonderful musical guests. Rachel was amazing,
and she’s a really sweet kid, which is more im-
portant. We've got wonderful athletes here.
We’ve got Chris Evert—my gosh—and many,
many others. The Harlem Globetrotters are
here. You can do an obstacle course. We're go-
ing to be down at the kitchen learning how to
do some healthy cooking with the—some of
our celebrity chefs.

So it’s a wonderful day, and I hope you all en-
joy it. T hope you put on your comfortable shoes.
We've got ours on, right, all the Obamas here.

So, on behalf of our family, T also want to
wish you all a happy Easter and a happy Easter
Egg Roll. So, in the theme of this year’s Easter
Egg Roll, let’s go, let’s play, let’'s move.
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