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important gift of grace through the resurrec-
tion of His Son and experience the wonder of
Easter morning.

These holidays have their roots in miracles
that took place thousands of years ago. They
connect us to our past and give us strength as
we face the future. And they remind us of the
common thread of humanity that connects us
all.

For me, and for countless other Christians,
Easter weekend is a time to reflect and rejoice.
Yesterday many of us took a few quiet mo-
ments to try and fathom the tremendous sacri-
fice Jesus made for all of us. Tomorrow we will
celebrate the resurrection of a Savior who died
so that we might live.

And throughout these sacred days, we re-
commit ourselves to following His example.
We rededicate our time on Earth to selfless-
ness and to loving our neighbors. We remind
ourselves that no matter who we are or how
much we achieve, we each stand humbled be-
fore an almighty God.

The story of Christ’s triumph over death
holds special meaning for Christians. But all of

us, no matter how or whether we believe, can
identify with elements of His story: the tri-
umph of hope over despair, of faith over doubt;
the notion that there is something out there
that is bigger than ourselves.

These beliefs help unite Americans of all
faiths and backgrounds. They shape our values
and guide our work. They put our lives in per-
spective.

So to all Christians celebrating the resurrec-
tion with us, Michelle and I want to wish you a
blessed and happy Easter. And to all Ameri-
cans, I hope you have a weekend filled with joy
and reflection, focused on the things that mat-
ter most.

God bless you, and may God bless the Unit-
ed States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:50 a.m. on April 6 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
April 7. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on April 6,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
April 7.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
April 9, 2012

The President. Good morning, everybody.
How about Rachel Crow? Give her a big round
of applause.

I want to wish everybody a wonderful Eas-
ter. And we are so thrilled that all of you could
join us here today. My job is very simple: It is
to introduce the powerhouse of the White
House, the one truly in charge, as Malia, Sasha,
and Bo all know, the First Lady of the United
States, Michelle Obama.

The First Lady. Thank you, honey. My job is
simple as well. I just want to officially welcome
you all to the White House Easter Egg Roll. It
is a beautiful day, perfect weather. We are so
excited to have you all here. We’ve got a great
set of activities planned for you. There’s some-
thing for everyone. We’re going to be over
there doing a little egg roll. I think the Presi-
dent is going to try to beat a 3-year-old, which I
hope he does not. [Laughter]

But we also have a wonderful yoga garden.
We’ve got some storytime guests. We’ve got
great readers here this year, as we do every
year. You can get your face painted. We’ve got
wonderful musical guests. Rachel was amazing,
and she’s a really sweet kid, which is more im-
portant. We’ve got wonderful athletes here.
We’ve got Chris Evert—my gosh—and many,
many others. The Harlem Globetrotters are
here. You can do an obstacle course. We’re go-
ing to be down at the kitchen learning how to
do some healthy cooking with the—some of
our celebrity chefs.

So it’s a wonderful day, and I hope you all en-
joy it. I hope you put on your comfortable shoes.
We’ve got ours on, right, all the Obamas here.

So, on behalf of our family, I also want to
wish you all a happy Easter and a happy Easter
Egg Roll. So, in the theme of this year’s Easter
Egg Roll, let’s go, let’s play, let’s move.
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The President. Thank you, everybody. Have
a great time. We’ll see you down there.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dilma Rousseff of Brazil
April 9, 2012

President Obama. Well, it gives me great
pleasure to welcome to the Oval Office my
good friend President Rousseff. This gives me
an opportunity to return some of the extraordi-
nary hospitality that I received when Michelle
and our daughters and I had a chance to visit
Brazil last year.

It gives me an opportunity as well to remark
on the extraordinary progress that Brazil has
made under the leadership of President Rous-
seff and her President—her predecessor, Pres-
ident Lula, moving from dictatorship to de-
mocracy, embarking on an extraordinary
growth path, lifting millions of people out of
poverty, and becoming not only a leading voice
in the region, but also a leading voice in the
world.

We’ve made enormous progress since we
last met on our bilateral relationship. Our
trade and investment is reaching record levels,
which creates jobs and business opportunities
in both countries. We have seen an extraordi-
nary expansion of people-to-people contacts,
including a unprecedented exchange of stu-
dents around math and science and technolo-
gy, where President Rousseff has shown in-
credible leadership. We are announcing de-
fense cooperation of the sorts that we have not
seen in the past.

And this meeting gives us an opportunity to
also discuss a wide range of global issues,
whether it’s global economic growth, the situa-
tion in the Middle East, our work together on
various multilateral platforms, as well as the
progress that we’ve been able to make together
in the Open Government Partnership that is
increasing transparency, accountability, and
reducing corruption, where the United States
and Brazil were the initial cochairs, and now
we’re seeing countries all around the world ea-
gerly involved and engaged in what can be a
very important initiative.

Of course, we still have more work to do.
We are consulting around the Summit of the
Americas meeting this weekend to make sure
that we are coordinating closely on issues of
great importance like expanding educational
exchanges, improving the cooperation between
our countries on clean energy, dealing with is-
sues like narcotrafficking, and citizen security
issues that are so important to the region.

We have important progress to make on en-
ergy cooperation. Brazil has been a extraordi-
nary leader in biofuels and obviously is also be-
coming a world player when it comes to oil and
gas development. And the United States is not
only a potential large customer to Brazil, but
we think that we can cooperate closely on a
whole range of energy projects together.

And both our governments are going to con-
tinue to work to make it easier to cultivate the
friendships, the commerce, and interaction be-
tween the peoples of the United States and
Brazil. For example, we have drastically cut
down on visa wait times for Brazilian visitors to
the United States and are opening up two new
consulates. We want to continue to make prog-
ress on that front. We’re going to have the op-
portunity to meet with business leaders from
both Brazil and the United States to get their
recommendations on how we can further en-
hance trade and investment relationships be-
tween our two countries.

So the good news is, is that the relationship
between Brazil and the United States has nev-
er been stronger. But we always have even
greater improvements that can be made. And
I’m—feel very fortunate to have such a capable
and farsighted partner as President Rousseff,
so that not only Brazil and the United States,
but the world can benefit from our deeper co-
operation.

So welcome, Madam President. We’re
thrilled to have you here.
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