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Statement on Elections in Taiwan
January 14, 2012

We congratulate Ma Ying-jeou on his re-
election and the people of Taiwan on the suc-
cessful conduct of their Presidential and legis-
lative elections.

Through the hard work of its people and its
remarkable economic and political develop-
ment over the past decades, Taiwan has proven
to be one of the great success stories in Asia. In
this year’s elections, Taiwan has again demon-
strated the strength and vitality of its demo-
cratic system. We are confident Taiwan will
build on its many accomplishments, and we
will continue to work together to advance our
many common interests, including expanding
trade and investment ties.

Cross-Strait peace, stability, and improved
relations in an environment free from intimi-

dation are of profound importance to the Unit-
ed States. We hope the impressive efforts that
both sides have undertaken in recent years to
build cross-Strait ties continue. Such ties and
stability in cross-Strait relations have also ben-
efited U.S.-Taiwan relations.

The relationship between the people of the
United States and the people of Taiwan is
based on common interests and a shared com-
mitment to freedom and democracy. As we
have done for more than 30 years, we will
maintain our close unofficial ties with the peo-
ple on Taiwan through the American Institute
in Taiwan and according to our “one China”
policy based on the three joint communiques
with the People’s Republic of China and the
Taiwan Relations Act.

Remarks at a Service Event at Browne Education Campus
January 16, 2012

The President. Well, good morning, every-
body!

Audience members. Good morning!
The President. Oh, this looks like an out-

standing group. I can already tell. I’m not go-
ing to make a long speech because we’re here
to do some work. But mainly what I want to do
is just to say thank you to all of you for partici-
pating. I know there are a lot of organizations
that are represented here today. We are so
glad to be at this outstanding school where
we’re going to be doing a whole bunch of stuff
to make it—make the facilities even better
than they already are.

But this is the third year now that Michelle
and Malia and usually Sasha is here—she
couldn’t make it today—that we provide or en-
gage in some sort of service on Dr. King’s
birthday. And there’s no better way to cele-
brate Dr. King than to do something on behalf
of others.

I know there’s been a lot of controversy
lately about the quote on the memorial, and
they’re changing it and making some modifi-

cations, but if you look at that speech talking
about Dr. King as a drum major, what he real-
ly said was that all of us can be a drum major
for service, all of us can be a drum major for
justice. There’s nobody who can’t serve, no-
body who can’t help somebody else. And
whether you’re 7 or 6 or whether you’re 76,
then you can find opportunities to make an
enormous difference in your community. And
at a time when the country has been going
through some difficult economic times, for us
to be able to come together as a community,
people from all different walks of life, and
make sure that we’re giving back, that’s ulti-
mately what makes us the strongest, most ex-
traordinary country on Earth, is because we
pull together when times are good, but also
when times are hard. And you guys all repre-
sent that.

So, on behalf of our family, we want to say
thank you. I’m sure Dr. King, were he here,
he’d want to say thank you. And I look forward
to spending some time next to you guys. Hope-
fully, I have some good instructors here so that
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