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nomic growth, social inclusion, and environ-
mental protection, which is tantamount to the
very definition of sustainable development.

I would like to thank the President of the
United States and also the American people
for their very warm, brotherly, and friendly
hospitality extended to me during this meeting
today, to me and, of course, to my delegation.
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Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. President Rous-
seff spoke in Portuguese, and her remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Dilma Rousseff of Brazil

April 9, 2012

At the invitation of President Barack
Obama, President Dilma Rousseff made an of-
ficial visit to the United States on April 9, 2012
to discuss their countries’ ongoing relationship
on a broad range of bilateral, regional, and
multilateral issues. The Leaders expressed sat-
isfaction with the constructive and balanced
partnership, based on the shared values and
mutual trust that exist between their countries,
the two largest democracies and economies in
the Americas.

To form a U.S.-Brazil Partnership for the
21st Century, the Leaders reviewed the prog-
ress of major dialogues elevated to the Presi-
dential-level in March 2011—the Economic
and Financial Dialogue, the Global Partner-
ship Dialogue, and the Strategic Energy Dia-
logue. To contribute to the 21st Century Part-
nership, the Presidents directed a new De-
fense Cooperation Dialogue between their two
Defense Ministers that will also report regular-
ly to the Presidents. They praised the work and
acknowledged the importance of numerous
other interactions and consultations between
their two governments in enhancing bilateral
cooperation.

They coincided on the importance of the
contributions from civil society and the private
sector to create the basis for a US-Brazil Part-
nership. The Presidents participated in the
U.S.-Brazil CEO Forum, noting the important
role that the private sector plays in the com-
mercial relationship and welcomed the activi-
ties of the April 9, 2012 “US-Brazil Partnership
for the 21st Century” conference in Washing-
ton focused on trade and investment, energy,
innovation, competitiveness, and education.

The Leaders stressed that partnerships be-
tween state and local governments contribute
to the fostering of friendship and understand-
ing between their countries and to the advanc-
ing of shared national goals. They welcomed
the signing of the Memorandum of Under-
standing to Support State and Local Coopera-
tion, encouraging subnational entities to unite
efforts to achieve goals in areas of mutual in-
terest that complement the strengthening of
U.S.-Brazil bilateral relations, such as trade
and investment, economic opportunity, sci-
ence, technology and innovation, social inclu-
sion, environmental sustainability, and prepa-
ration for the 2014 FIFA World Cup, the 2016
Olympic and Paralympic Games and other
megaevents.

The Leaders highlighted the important dis-
cussions that have taken place under the Eco-
nomic and Financial Dialogue (EFD). The
Presidents noted their satisfaction with the
EFD’s expanded focus on infrastructure and
investment in both countries and welcomed
the creation of a dialogue on investment under
the Agreement on Trade and Economic Coop-
eration. The Leaders also noted the impor-
tance of the Commercial Dialogue and the
Economic Partnership Dialogue between the
two countries. President Obama announced
the September 2012 trip of the President’s Ex-
port Council to Brazil and President Rousseff
stressed that high-level sectoral trade missions
to the US will be organized, in areas such as
foodservice, information technology, health
and machinery.

President Rousseff underscored the impor-
tance of investment in infrastructure—
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including in view of the upcoming 2014 FIFA
World Cup and the 2016 Olympic and Para-
lympics Games—as well as in the energy sec-
tor, in particular the development of technolo-
gy and productive capacity in Brazil.

They welcomed the growth of the U.S.-Bra-
zil trade and investment relationship, illustrat-
ed by a record $74 billion in two-way trade in
2011. They further emphasized the importance
of the mutual benefits of stimulating increased
trade and investment. They reiterated their
commitment to the multilateral trading system
and to working together to ensure that the
World Trade Organization contributes to glob-
al economic growth and job creation. The
Presidents reaffirmed the commitment of both
countries to advance trade in services and
manufactured goods and to strengthen collab-
oration in agricultural policies, research, sci-
ence-based sanitary and phytosanitary mea-
sures, as well as to strive, both in bilateral and
multilateral fora, towards the removal of barri-
ers to trade in agricultural products.

They highlighted education as an increas-
ingly important strategic priority for strength-
ening and supporting all aspects of the U.S.-
Brazil partnership, particularly science, tech-
nology, innovation, and competitiveness. Rec-
ognizing the economic advantages for both
countries of increasing contact between Amer-
icans and Brazilians, the Presidents welcomed
the momentum of and support for the U.S.
100,000 Strong in the Americas and the Brazil-
ian Science Without Borders international ex-
change initiatives. They hailed the start of ac-
tivities of the first group of students and re-
searchers participating in Science Without
Borders and look forward to welcoming thou-
sands more students in both countries.

The Presidents welcomed the VII US-Brazil
CEO Forum’s support for the 100,000 Strong
in the Americas and Science Without Borders
initiatives, and their joint recommendations
and commitment to enhanced engagement
aimed at strengthening the business environ-
ment, increasing bilateral trade and invest-
ment, improving infrastructure, enhancing
women’s economic empowerment, encourag-
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ing energy and aviation cooperation, and track-
ing progress toward these ends.

In the context of the EFD, the Presidents
discussed greater collaboration in international
financial institutions and as they look toward
the G20 Summit in Mexico to reduce global
imbalances, promote financial stability and in-
clusion; and to create the conditions for strong,
sustained, and balanced growth. They stressed
the need to deepen the reform of the interna-
tional financial institutions, which must reflect
the new economic realities and, in this regard,
underscored the importance of working to-
gether on quota and governance reforms in the
IMF.

They welcomed the consolidation of the
G20 as the highest forum for coordination of
international economic policies and reaffirmed
the G20 role in advancing measures to pro-
mote inclusive growth, job creation and over-
coming global imbalances. They recommend-
ed that the two countries’ senior representa-
tives to the G20 continue to hold regular bilat-
eral consultations. They noted the continued
uncertainty present in the international econo-
my while highlighting the important steps re-
cently taken by European policymakers. They
welcomed the continued signs of economic re-
covery in the United States. The Leaders also
highlighted the opportunity for closer coopera-
tion in the Multilateral Development Banks.

The Presidents noted the convergence of
positions regarding the application of the
“Emissions Trading System” (ETS) of the Eu-
ropean Union, to international air transport.
They further emphasized that issues related to
international civil aviation emissions should be
resolved multilaterally.

The Presidents underscored the importance
of the upcoming United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Bra-
zil as an opportunity to promote sustainable
development through innovation and broad
stakeholder engagement. They emphasized the
importance of broad participation in the High
Level Segment of the Conference, on June
20-22, 2012. In support of this expanded col-
laboration, they recognized progress on mobi-
lizing investments in smart and sustainable in-



frastructure in Rio de Janeiro and Philadelphia
under the US-Brazil Joint Initiative on Urban
Sustainability.

The Leaders praised the strengthening of
US-Brazil dialogue on sustainable develop-
ment and welcomed the adoption of an Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency-Ministry of En-
vironment Memorandum of Understanding,
focused on environmental impact assessment,
risk analysis, social inclusion and environmen-
tal justice. The leaders also praised the signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding on Sus-
tainable Housing and Urban Development to
grow cooperative efforts and deepen learning
exchange in the field of sustainable housing
and urban development in support of the En-
ergy and Climate Partnership of the Americas
(ECPA).

They welcomed the outcomes of the 17th
Conference of the Parties to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate
Change held in Durban, in December 2011,
which reached a comprehensive and balanced
result. They further highlighted the impor-
tance of the multilateral system in dealing with
climate change through effective implementa-
tion of the outcomes from Durban.

The Leaders praised the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding on the Avia-
tion Partnership, as well as progress made to-
ward facilitating greater travel and tourism be-
tween their countries while maintaining and
improving border security. They noted that the
US-Brazil Aviation Partnership will promote bi-
lateral cooperation in infrastructure, air trans-
portation, and air traffic, which will contribute
to growth, competitiveness and socioeconomic
development in both countries. Areas of en-
gagement may include exchanges of best prac-
tices, research and development, innovation,
new technologies, sustainability, training, logis-
tics, supply chains and other topics.

The Presidents reviewed the implementa-
tion of measures that facilitate the flow of tour-
ists and business executives between the two
countries. They committed to work closely to-
gether to satisfy the requirements of the of the
US Visa Waiver Program and Brazil’s applica-
ble legislation to enable US and Brazilian citi-
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zens visa free travel. They discussed the “Glob-
al Entry” pilot-program and praised the efforts
of both governments to facilitate travel, to the
benefit of their respective citizens. President
Obama recalled his directive to accelerate the
U.S. ability to process visas by 40 percent in
Brazil this year as well as the Department of
State’s recent announcement of its intent to
open new consulates in Belo Horizonte and
Porto Alegre.

They expressed their satisfaction with the
advancement of a “Green-Lane” pilot-project
on air cargo transportation, aimed at adopting
a broad program of mutual recognition of au-
thorized economic operators, to facilitate trade
in goods between the two countries.

The Presidents welcomed the adoption of
the Brazil-US Action Plan on Science and
Technology Cooperation, which reflects the
outcome of the March 2012 Joint Commission
Meeting (JCM) on Science and Technology
and highlighted the creation of a working
group on innovation to explore the role of in-
novation in promoting competitiveness and job
creation. The JCM also addressed cooperation
in ocean science, technology and observation,
disaster management, basic science, measure-
ment standards, including for advanced biofu-
els, and the importance of access to Earth Ob-
servation data. They also welcomed the discus-
sions during the IIT JCM on health, biomedi-
cine and life sciences, women in science and
nanotechnology.

The Leaders highlighted the importance of
strengthening the bilateral space cooperation
and instructed the appropriate agencies to ex-
amine the feasibility of developing joint space
projects. They took note of the recent meeting
in Brasilia of the Space Security Dialogue.

They highlighted the increasing importance
of Internet and information and communica-
tion technologies (ICT)-related issues and the
need to deepen discussion and expand cooper-
ation between the U.S. and Brazil on issues so
vital to their economies and societies. They
noted with satisfaction the longstanding collab-
oration in those areas and welcomed the estab-
lishment of a new mechanism for consultations
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on issues such as Internet governance, Inter-
net/ICT policy, and cyber security.

The Presidents spoke at length about global
developments and welcomed the continued
progress of the Global Partnership Dialogue
(GPD). They welcomed the advancement of
educational cooperation, scientific coopera-
tion, and trilateral cooperation under the
GPD. The Leaders noted their commitment to
promote democracy, respect for human rights,
cultural awareness, and social and economic
inclusion around the world.

The Presidents concurred that just as other
international organizations have had to change
to be more responsive to the challenges of the
21st century, the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) also needs to be reformed,
and expressed their support for a modest ex-
pansion of the Security Council that improves
its effectiveness and efficiency, as well as its
representativeness. President Obama reaf-
firmed his appreciation for Brazil’s aspiration
to become a permanent member of the Securi-
ty Council and acknowledged its assumption of
global responsibilities. The two leaders
pledged to continue consultation and coopera-
tion between the two countries to achieve the
vision outlined in the UN Charter of a more
peaceful and secure world.

In exchanging views on recent challenges in
Africa and the Middle East, the Presidents un-
derscored the importance of cooperative ef-
forts to bring about the sustainable settlement
of disputes that contribute to peace and stabili-
ty. They expressed their commitment to sup-
port, as a matter of urgency, comprehensive
and lasting multilateral solutions to today’s
pressing global issues and crises.

The Leaders reaffirmed their commitment
to government transparency and accountabili-
ty, as well as citizen engagement as key to
strengthening democracy, human rights, and
good governance, and preventing corruption.
They celebrated their joint launch of the Open
Government Partnership (OGP) in New York
last September, praised the close collaboration
between the two countries as co-chairs of the
Partnership and discussed the upcoming OGP
meeting in Brasilia, at which more than forty
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new countries will issue National Action Plans
that include concrete new commitments on
fighting corruption, promoting transparency,
and harnessing new technologies to empower
citizens.

President Obama congratulated President
Rousseff on Brazil’'s Freedom of Information
Act, and its regional and global leadership role
in engaging civil society and attracting a di-
verse set of countries to the second major high-
level meeting. President Rousseff also congrat-
ulated President Obama on the U.S. imple-
mentation of its OGP plan, including the re-
cent launch of Ethics.gov and the new Green
Button initiative to ensure consumers have ac-
cess to their own energy data.

The Leaders also reviewed and noted the
progress of their countries’ trilateral develop-
ment cooperation in Latin America, the Carib-
bean, and Africa on issues ranging from food
security, energy, agriculture, health, decent
work, and humanitarian cooperation. They re-
called their collaborative work and directed
further efforts on trilateral food security coop-
eration. They welcomed the signing of an
agreement on technical cooperation activities
to improve food security in third countries.

They encouraged greater trilateral security
cooperation and welcomed the recent launch-
ing of the pilot project for integrated monitor-
ing system for surplus coca cultivation reduc-
tion in Bolivia.

The Presidents praised the cooperation fos-
tered under the Joint Action Plan To Eliminate
Racial and Ethnic Discrimination and Promote
Equality in the areas of health, environmental
justice, access to justice, education, and entre-
preneurship in sports megaevents. They noted
that as their economies grow, it is important
that the benefits accrue to all sectors, including
children and aged people and historically mar-
ginalized sectors such as women, people of Af-
rican descent, indigenous peoples, people with
disabilities, and LGBT people. They welcomed
additional collaboration on LGBT issues in hu-
man rights multilateral fora. They also high-
lighted progress in bilateral cooperation for
gender equality and advancement in the status
of women, including efforts aimed at increas-



ing women’s political and economic participa-
tion in the fields of science and technology; as
well as the prioritization of prevention and re-
sponse to gender-based violence globally.

The Presidents reaffirmed the commitment
of both countries to the conclusion of an effec-
tive international instrument in the World In-
tellectual Property Organization that ensures
that copyright is not a barrier to equal access to
information, culture, and education for visually
impaired persons and persons with print dis-
abilities.

They expressed their satisfaction with the
positive effect of the dialogue regarding the
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of In-
ternational Child Abduction on the implemen-
tation of this instrument in Brazil and in the
United States.

The Leaders expressed their support for the
theme of the upcoming Summit of the Ameri-
cas, “Connecting the Americas: Partners for
Prosperity”, which focuses on the role of physi-
cal integration, regional cooperation, poverty
and inequalities, citizen security, disasters, and
access to technologies as a means to achieve
greater levels of development and overcome
challenges in the Americas.

The Heads of State discussed the impor-
tance of continued economic progress and po-
litical stability in Haiti, to include the forma-
tion of a new government and timely elections.
They underlined the achievements of the UN
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH)
and encouraged the Government of Haiti
(GOH) to work toward strengthening gover-
nance and the rule of law. They further en-
couraged Haiti to continue to pursue the de-
velopment of the Haitian National Police. To
spur new public-private partnerships for Hai-
ti’s energy sector, the Leaders committed to
working with the GOH on developing and im-
plementing its national energy plan, including
its plans to modernize Haiti’s electric utility
and harness renewable energy sources, like the
Artibonite 4C hydroelectric plant, to power
Haiti’s future development.

The Presidents noted the launch of the Stra-
tegic Energy Dialogue (SED) with significant
interagency collaboration of both countries.
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They underscored increased cooperation on oil
and gas, biofuels, renewable energy and energy
efficiency, science, and clean energy. Under-
scoring the importance of developing all of
these key resources for global energy security,
the Leaders directed their governments to
seek greater opportunities to work with indus-
try partners to help stabilize global oil and gas
markets, increase access to energy, and en-
hance and promote the development and de-
ployment of renewable, clean and low-carbon
energy technologies.

The Leaders noted the importance of broad-
er collaboration on oil and gas exploration; in
particular the safe, clean, and efficient produc-
tion of their countries” oil and gas reserves.
They emphasized their commitment to provide
opportunities that encourage companies to in-
vest in production and to share their technology
and their experience in ways that develop ca-
pacity in the oil and gas sector. They highlight-
ed the importance of their governments and in-
dustries sharing information on best practices,
including on unconventional gas development
and through ongoing technical collaboration on
deep-water oil and gas operations.

The Leaders committed to continue build-
ing on their countries’ collaboration on bioen-
ergy technology development and research, as
well as sustainability; including for aviation bio-
fuels and cooperation in third countries, such
as Global Bioenergy Partnership capacity
building in West Africa. They hailed the joint
efforts that resulted in the conclusion of the
first phase of viability studies for bioenergy
production in third countries under the frame-
work of the Memorandum of Understanding to
Advance Cooperation on Biofuels.

The Presidents highlighted the importance
of their regional cooperation on renewable en-
ergy through identification of potential finan-
cial resources from multilateral organizations.
With regard to energy efficiency, they commit-
ted to support regional efforts to increase co-
operation in the energy sector and further col-
laboration under the auspices of the Energy
and Climate Partnership of the Americas.

As part of the Presidential Dialogues, the
Leaders directed the establishment of a
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Defense Cooperation Dialogue (DCD) and
announced its first meeting on April 24 in Bra-
zil. They noted the importance of the en-
hanced dialogue in enabling closer bilateral de-
fense cooperation between their countries
based on mutual respect and trust. They also
observed the DCD will provide a forum for ex-
changing views and identifying opportunities
for collaboration on defense issues around the
globe.

They reiterated both countries” strong re-
solve to support international efforts towards
nuclear non-proliferation, nuclear security,
and disarmament, aiming to achieve the peace
and security of a world without nuclear weap-
ons. In this regard, they expressed support for
the review cycle of the Treaty for the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), and the

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund
dens, Florida
April 10, 2012

Thank you very much. The only title you for-
got was husband of Michelle—[laughter]—fa-
ther of Malia and Sasha and Bo. [Laughter]

I have to first of all thank Hansel and Paula
for opening up their extraordinary home to us,
and your wonderful hospitality. Please give
them a big round of applause. Grateful for
your friendship and grateful for your support.

A couple other people I want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, your outstanding Senator
from the great State of Florida, Bill Nelson is
in the house. More importantly, his lovely wife
Grace is in the house. And we also have Con-
gresswoman and head of the DNC, Debbie
Wasserman Schultz.

So I'm going to be very brief at the outset
because I want to spend most of my time in
conversation with you, take questions, get
some comments, advice, tips. But let me just
start off by saying it'’s undeniable we've gone
through as tough a 3 years as we’ve seen in our
lifetimes. I like to remind people that when I
took office, that month we lost 800,000 jobs.
We had lost 4 million jobs in the 6 months pre-
ceding me taking office. We lost another 6—
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goals identified in the Action Plan adopted by
the VIII NPT Review Conference, which in-
cludes the entry into force of the Comprehen-
sive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), the be-
ginning of negotiations on a treaty banning the
production of fissile materials for nuclear
weapons or other explosive purposes, and re-
lated initiatives. They decided to intensify bi-
lateral and multilateral cooperation in the field
of physical protection and nuclear safety, as
well as the use of nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Portuguese transcript of this joint
statement. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

2012 Fundraiser in Palm Beach Gar-

another 4 million jobs in the few months right
after I took office. The housing market had col-
lapsed. The banking system was locked up.
And there was a very real threat that we would
tip into a second Great Depression. And what
that meant is we had to act quickly and boldly
and, at times, in ways that weren’t popular po-
litically.

So the auto industry was on the verge of col-
lapse, which would have meant the loss of a
million jobs as well as an iconic industry in the
United States that generations of middle class
families had depended on. And we had to act
quickly. And there were those who said let that
industry go bankrupt. But we said that
wouldn’t be the right thing to do; it wouldn’t
be good for America long term.

We had to intervene in the banks in ways
that got folks on the left and the right upset.
But the fact of the matter is, is that finance is
the lifeblood of industry, and had we not been
able to unlock financing for large and small
businesses alike, we would have seen more and
more businesses close.
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