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times when change just doesn’t come fast
enough. I don’t watch some of these cable
news shows and all this sniping, but I imagine
if you’re sitting back, or, lord knows if you live
in a swing State and you’re watching these neg-
ative ads and, at a certain point, you must just
step back and sort of say, maybe this change
we believed in, maybe it’s just not possible. It’s
tempting to be cynical and say you know what,
this just is too hard.

So I’m here to remind you, I didn’t say it
was going to be easy. I told you real change,
big change, takes time. These problems didn’t
build up overnight, and they’re not going to be
solved overnight. It will take more than a single
term, more than a single President. What it
takes is ordinary citizens. It takes folks like you
who are committed to this larger project of
making sure that America is constantly moving
closer and closer to its highest ideals.

Back in 2008, I used to tell you, I’m not a
perfect man, I will never be a perfect Presi-
dent. But I made a promise to everybody. I

said, I will always tell you what I think; I’ll tell
you where I stand. And I told you I would
wake up every single day fighting for you as
hard as I know how. And I have kept that
promise. I’ve kept that promise.

And so if you’re willing to stick with me on
this thing, if you’re willing to keep pushing
through the obstacles and knocking on doors
and making phone calls and fighting for what is
right, if you’re willing to work even harder than
we did in 2008, we will finish what we started.
And we will remind the world just why it is that
America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. at the
Westin Diplomat Resort and Spa. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rep. Deborah Wasser-
man Schultz, chair, Democratic National Com-
mittee; Pompano Beach, FL, resident Gerri A.
Bongiovanni-Capotosto; and musician John
Legend.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Somalia
April 10, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13536 of
April 12, 2010, is to continue in effect beyond
April 12, 2012.

The fragile security situation and the persis-
tence of violence in Somalia, and acts of piracy
and armed robbery at sea off the coast of So-
malia, which have repeatedly been the subject

of United Nations Security Council resolu-
tions, and violations of the Somalia arms em-
bargo imposed by the United Nations Security
Council, continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency with re-
spect to Somalia and related measures block-
ing the property of certain persons contribut-
ing to the conflict in Somalia.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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