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let it come up for a vote, refused to ask the
wealthiest among us to do their fair share.
Meanwhile, Republicans in the House just sig-
naled their willingness to gut programs like this
one that make a real difference in people’s
lives: thousands of middle class families or
folks who are trying to get into the middle
class.

And my point is the middle class has sacri-
ficed enough over the last few decades.
They're having enough trouble. And as I travel
around the country, people aren’t just con-
cerned about their immediate circumstances.
They're also concerned about our future.
They're thinking how do we make sure that
America stays ahead? How do we make sure
that if somebody is willing to work hard, they
can get ahead in this country?

And people understand Government is not
all the answer, and if they see taxpayer money
wasted, that makes them angry. They know the
Government has got to be lean and mean and
do smart things. But they also understand we
can’t stop investing in the things that are going
to create real, lasting growth in this country.
And we certainly can’t do it just as an excuse to
give me another tax cut. That’s not who we are
as a country. We're better than that.

Everybody here, we’re here because some-
body, somewhere, felt a sense of larger respon-
sibility, not just to themselves, to their family,
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first of all, but then also to their community, al-
so to their country. Maybe they served like
Dave. Maybe they worked in a local charity.
They understood—like my grandparents un-
derstood, like my mother understood, like Mi-
chelle’s parents understood—that we do what
we do not just for ourselves, but also for this
larger project we call America. And now it’s
our turn to be responsible. Now it’s our turn to
make sure the next generation has the same
opportunities that we do.

And I know we can do it. And the reason I
know is because of the folks I had a chance to
meet. It’s because of you. You're working hard.
You've haven’t given up. You've gone through
some struggles, but you're resilient. Ohio is a
great example of the core strength and decen-
cy of the American people. You believe in our
future. You believe in this country.

And if we work together in common pur-
pose, I guarantee you we will make this an
American century just like the 20th century
was the American century.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Bronson Harwood, An-
drea Ashley, David Palmer, and Duane Sutton,
students, Lorain County Community College;
and his mother-in-law Marian Robinson.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Dearborn, Michigan

April 18, 2012

The President. Hello, Michigan! How is ev-
erybody doing? It is good to be in Dearborn. It
is good to be back in the Motor City!

A couple of people I want to acknowledge
here. First of all, give it up for Jeff. Thank you
so much for that outstanding introduction.
Thank you, Jeff.

We've got Dearborn mayor—John O’Reilly
is here; Wayne County Sheriff Benny Napo-
leon; Wayne County Commissioner Gary
Woronchak. Although he is not here, he has
done an outstanding job representing this dis-
trict for longer than just about anybody—John
Dingell. And John’s wonderful wife Debbie is

here. I want to thank Keith William Brown and
Gary Bolda from the UAW. And I'm grateful
that Cynthia and Edsel Ford II are here.
Thank you so much.

And I'm glad all of you are here. This is a
fantastic museum. I've got to bring the girls
back here. I've got to check it out.

Audience member. [Inaudible]

The President. Look at this guy. I didn’t
mean to start a dialogue here. [Laughter]

Well, listen, I am here not just because I
need your help, although I do. I'm here be-
cause the country needs your help. I see a lot
of folks here who worked tirelessly on my 2008
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campaign and, let’s face it, you did not do it be-
cause you thought this was going to be a cake-
walk. When you decide to support a candidate
named Barack Hussein Obama, you know the
odds are not necessarily in your favor. You
didn’t need a poll to tell you that wasn’t going
to be a sure thing. [Laughter]

But the point is you didn’t get involved in
this campaign just because of me. You did it
because you were making a commitment to
each other. You had a shared vision for Ameri-
ca. It wasn’t a vision where just a few were do-
ing well and everybody else is left to fend for
themselves and play by their own rules. It was
a big, bold, generous vision of America where
everybody who works hard has a chance to get
ahead, not just those at the very top.

That’s the vision we shared. That’s the com-
mitment you made to each other. And we
knew it wasn’t going to be easy. We knew the
changes that we believed in wouldn’t necessar-
ily come quickly. But we understood that if we
were determined, that we could overcome any
obstacle; that we could meet any challenge.
And in just 3 years, because of what you did in
2008, we've begun to see what change looks
like. We've begun to see it.

Think about it. Change is the decision we
made to rescue the American auto industry
from collapse, when some politicians said let
Detroit go bankrupt. There were 1 million jobs
on the line, and fate—the fate of communities
all across the Midwest was on the line, and we
weren’t going to let it happen. I placed my bets
on American workers. Today, GM is back on
top as the number-one automaker in the
world. Chrysler is growing faster than any oth-
er car company. Ford is investing billions in
plants and factories all across America, bring-
ing thousands of jobs home—200,000 new jobs
over the last 24 years. The American auto in-
dustry is back. And that happened because of
you. That happened because of you.

There are folks like Jeff all across the coun-
try and all across Michigan, all across Ohio and
Indiana, and all across the Midwest. Because
you had confidence in America’s capacity to
change, they were able to show just what they
can do.
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Change is the decision we made to stop
waiting for Congress to do something about
our oil addiction and finally raise fuel efficien-
cy standards on cars. With the agreement of
the auto industry, by the next—by the middle
of the next decade, we will be driving Ameri-
can-made cars, better than ever, that get 55
miles to a gallon. That saves the typical family
over $8,000 at the pump; helps the environ-
ment. That’s what change is. That happened
because of you.

Change is the first bill T signed into law.

Audience member. Lilly Ledbetter!

The President. Lilly Ledbetter, a law that
says women deserve an equal day’s pay for an
equal day’s work. Our daughters should have
the same opportunities as our sons.

Change is the fight we won to stop handing
out over $60 billion in taxpayer giveaways to
banks who are managing the student loans—
give that money directly to the students. And
now you've got millions of students all across
America who are benefiting with higher stu-
dent loans, help—more help. That happened
because of you. This young man right here
mentioned it when I saw him behind stage.

Change is health care reform that we passed
after a century of trying. Because of your com-
mitment, here in the United States of America,
nobody has to go broke because they get sick.
Already 2.5 million young people have health
insurance that didn’t have it before, because
this law lets them stay on their parent’s plan.
Millions of seniors, now paying less for their
prescription drugs. It means Americans can no
longer be denied or dropped by their insur-
ance companies when they need care the most.
And it means every American will be able to
get health care, regardless of who you are, how
much money you make. It doesn’t matter if
you've got a preexisting condition, you will be
able to get coverage. That’s what change is.

Change is the fact that for the first time in
history, you don’t have to hide who you love in
order to serve the country you love, because
we ended “don’t ask, don’t tell.”

Change is the promise we made in 2008:
For the first time in 9 years, there are no
Americans fighting in Iraq. We have refocused



our efforts on the terrorists who actually at-
tacked us on 9/11. Al Qaida is weaker than it’s
ever been. Thanks to our amazing troops, Usa-
ma bin Laden no longer walks the face of this
Earth. We have begun to transition out of Af-
ghanistan. That’s what change is.

None of this change would have happened if
it weren’t for you. And now we've got more
work to do. We've got a lot more work to do.
There’s still too many Americans here in Mich-
igan and all across the country that are out
there looking for work. There’s still too many
Americans who have a tough time paying the
bills or making the mortgage. We're still recov-
ering from the worst economic crisis of our
generation.

But the good news is, is that over the past 2
years, businesses have added over 4 million
new jobs. Our manufacturers are creating jobs
for the first time since the 1990s. Now we’ve
got to keep it going. And the last thing we can
afford to do is to go back to the very same poli-
cies that got us into this mess in the first place.
That’s part of what this election is all about.

You know we—that’s what these other folks
who are running for this office want to do.
They make no secret about it. They want to roll
back Wall Street reforms, so suddenly Wall
Street is playing by its own rules again. They
want to roll back health insurance reform; go
back to the days when insurance companies
could jack up your rates or deny you coverage
without any reason. They want to spend tril-
lions of dollars more on tax breaks for our
wealthiest citizens, even if it means adding to
the deficit, even if it means gutting student
loan programs and education programs and
clean energy, and making Medicare more ex-
pensive for seniors.

Their philosophy is, is that we’re better off if
a few are doing well at the top and everybody
else is fending for themselves. And they’re
wrong. I have no doubt they love this country,
but they’re wrong about this.

In the United States of America, we have al-
ways been greater together than we are on our
own. We're better off when we stick to that no-
tion that if you work hard in this country—no
matter where you come from, no matter what

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Apr. 18

you look like, no matter what your religious
faith, if you work hard—if you believe in this
country, you can do well enough to raise a fam-
ily, own a home, send your kids to college, put
a little away for retirement.

That idea—that’s what’s at stake. That’s the
choice in this election. This is not just another
political debate. There’s always going to be de-
bating in Washington. I mean, they’ll argue
about anything. [ Laughter] But this—this is re-
al. This is a make-or-break moment for the
middle class in this country and all those who
are fighting to get into the middle class. Are we
going to create those rungs on the ladder to op-
portunity, so that everybody has a shot?

We can go back to an economy that’s built on
outsourcing and bad debt and phony financial
profits. That's what we saw before 2008. Or we
can fight for an economy that’s built to last,
built on American manufacturing and Ameri-
can energy and skills for American workers, and
the values that made this country great: hard
work, fair play, shared responsibility.

You look at these amazing planes in this mu-
seum and cars in this museum, and you're re-
minded, part of what made us great is making
stuff. And I want the next generation of manu-
facturing taking root not in Asia, not in Eu-
rope. I want it to happen right here in Detroit,
right here in Michigan, in Pittsburgh, in Cleve-
land, in the United States of America. I don’t
want us to just be known for buying stuff from
other countries: I want to invent and build and
sell American products all around the world.

I want us to stop rewarding businesses that
ship jobs overseas. I want to reward companies
that are investing here, creating jobs in Ameri-
ca. I want us to make sure that we've got the
best schools in the world. And that means re-
form. It means properly funding our schools. It
means looking out for the man or woman at the
front of the classroom.

A good teacher can increase the lifetime
earnings of a classroom by over $250,000. A
great teacher can offer an escape from poverty
for a child who thinks maybe theyre bound by
their circumstances but suddenly, that teacher
helps them to raise their sights. So I don’t want
us defending the status quo, but I also don’t
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want a bunch of folks in Washington bashing
teachers. I want to give schools the resources
they need to keep good teachers, to reward the
best ones. I want to give schools the flexibility
they need to teach with creativity and passion
and stop teaching to the test and train teachers
properly.

And those who can’t make it, we understand
they shouldn’t be in the classroom. We want
accountability, but we also want to make sure
that we understand how important teaching is.
N ()thing is more important.

And when kids do graduate from high
school, we've got to make college affordable.
Americans already owe more tuition debt than
credit card debt. That's one of the reasons
Congress has to stop interest rates on student
loans, which are scheduled to go up in July, if
we don’t do anything.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Yes, that’s not good. And
then, colleges and universities have to do their
part by keeping tuition from going up. And
State legislatures have to step up and make
sure that they’re providing the support to high-
er education that’s necessary. Higher educa-
tion cannot be a luxury. Whether it’s a 2-year
program at a community college or a 4-year
program or a postdoctorate program, it is not a
luxury. It is an economic imperative. Every
American family should be able to afford get-
ting the skills they need to compete in this
global economy. And that’s what we’re fighting
for.

We need to be supporting scientists and re-
searchers who are trying to make the next
breakthrough in clean energy or biotech. I
want clean energy to happen here in the Unit-
ed States. I want advanced batteries made here
in the United States. I want electric cars made
here in the United States. I want solar and
wind power made here in the United States.
We’ve been subsidizing oil companies with tax-
payer giveaways for about 100 years now. It’s
time for us to double down on clean energy
that has never been more promising.

And we need to build in America—roads,
bridges, ports, airports, broadband lines
that’s what this museum reminds us of, is what
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it means to build. It’s time we stop taking the
money that we're spending at war—use half of
it to pay down our debt, use the other half to
do some nation building here at home. And
when we talk about the deficit

Audience member. We love you, Obamal!

The President. 1 love you, baby. [Laughter]
Thank you.

Audience member. We love you more!
[Laughter]

The President. When we talk about the defi-
cit, it’s a real problem. It is something that
we're going to have to address. We can’t leave
a bunch of unpaid bills for our kids and our
grandkids. And so that means that we’ve got to
make some tough decisions, get rid of pro-
grams that don’t work to make that we can in-
vest in programs that do. But we’ve also got to
make sure that the tax system reflects every-
body doing their fair share.

The Republicans in the Senate just rejected
the Buffett rule; wouldn’t let it come up for a
vote. Simple idea that if you make more than a
million dollars a year, you shouldn’t pay a low-
er tax rate than your secretary. Now, the rea-
son that’s important is because if we abided by
that rule, then we could say to folks what I
have repeatedly said, which is, the 98 percent
of Americans who make $250,000 a year or
less, your taxes shouldn’t go up. And that idea
is not—it’s not class warfare to say that some-
body like me can afford to do a little bit more.
It’s just basic math.

If T get a tax break that I don’t need and the
country can’t afford, then one of two things has
to happen. Either it adds to the deficit because
it’s not paid for; that's what they’ve been doing.
Or somebody else is going to have to shoulder
the burden: a student who has to pay a higher
rate on their student loan, a senior who has got
to pay higher for their Medicare, a veteran who
doesn’t get the help that they need to deal with
the aftermath of having fought for our free-
doms, a family that’s trying to get by. That’s not
right. That’s not who we are.

And when I hear politicians talk about val-
ues, I agree: This campaign is, and should be,
about values. Hard work, that’s a value. Look-
ing out for one another, that’s a value. The idea




that T am my brother’s keeper, I am my sister’s
keeper, that’s a value. That I have a commit-
ment to something larger than myself.

Each of us is here—every one of us is here
because somebody, somewhere

Audience member. Made a sacrifice.

The President. ——made a sacrifice, was
looking out for us. It starts with the family, but
it extends beyond the family. You think about
what—this museum was built because the
Ford family and others said, you know what,
this is important to the community that gave us
so much. Our grandparents, our great-grand-
parents, immigrants, slaves—think about all
the sacrifices they made not just to think about
themselves, but to think about the country.
Think about all our men and women in uni-
form making sacrifices because they believe
that we are all in this together.

The American story has never been about
just what we do on our own. We don’t win the
race for new jobs and new businesses and secu-
rity and growth if it’s just a you're-on-your-own
economics. It doesn’t work. And it’s never
worked. And we've tried it. We just finished
trying it. Between 2000 and 2008, we tried
what they’re selling. It didn’t work. Most slug-
gish job growth that we’ve seen, outsourcing,
manufacturing deteriorating, and then it cul-
minates in the worst crisis since the Great De-
pression. Why would we think that it would
work now? [Laughter] Why would we want to
go back to that?

We've all got a stake in each other’s success.
When an outstanding teacher is attracted to
the profession, given the pay that she deserves,
and then that teacher goes on to teach some
talented kid, maybe of modest means, and that
kid goes on to become the next Steve Jobs, we
all benefit. If we provide faster Internet service
and then it goes to a rural community and sud-
denly some small business has the chance to
market to the world and is hiring more work-
ers, that benefits everybody’s bottom line. That
benefits the entire economy. We build a new
bridge that saves the shipping company time
and money. You think about the research that
led to the invention of the Internet and how
much wealth has been created, but that came
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out of our collective efforts. We all invested in
that. That’s how we grow.

This is not a Democratic idea or a Republi-
can idea. This is an American idea. It was Ted-
dy Roosevelt, a Republican, who called for a
progressive income tax and Dwight Eisenhow-
er, a Republican, who built the Interstate
Highway System so all these outstanding cars
from Michigan could have somewhere to go. It
was a Republican in Congress that helped
FDR give millions of returning heroes, includ-
ing my grandfather, a chance to go to college
under the GI bill. This is an American idea.

And you know that spirit still exists today.
Maybe not in Washington, but out in the coun-
try, you go on Main Streets and town halls and
VFW halls, you talk to the members of our
Armed Forces, you go to our places of worship.

Our politics is divided, but most Americans,
they still understand we’re in this together. No
matter where we come from, no matter what
we look like, no matter what our last names
are, we rise or fall as one Nation and as one
people. And that’s what’s at stake right now.
That’s what this election is all about.

So let me just say, Michigan, I know these
last 3% years, 4 years, have been tough. I know
there are times where we think change isn’t
happening as fast as we’d like. But—and I
know that there’s a tendency sometimes—and
look at Washington and just say, you know
what, it’s easier being cynical. It’s easier just—
it’s tempting to just say, maybe this isn’t possi-
ble. But remember what we said during the
last campaign. I said this was going to be hard.
Change takes time. Sometimes it takes more
than a year, it takes more than a single term. It
takes more than a single President.

As T was walking in here, you've got a display
of Abraham Lincoln, and then you've got the
bus that Rosa Parks sat down in. It takes ordi-
nary citizens to bring about change, who are
committed to keep fighting and keep pushing
and keep inching this country closer to our
highest ideals.

That's why I need all of you. I need all of you.
I said in 2008, I am not a perfect man, T will
never be a perfect President. But what I prom-
ised you was that I would always tell you what I
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thought, I would always tell you where I stood,
and I would wake up every single day fighting
for you as hard as I know how. And T have kept
that promise. I have kept that promise.

And if you're willing to keep pushing with
me, to keep working on behalf of our higher
ideals, there is nothing that will stop us. And
we will finish what we started in 2008.

God bless you. God bless America.

Statement on the Death of Dick Clark
Apm'l 18, 2012

Michelle and I are saddened to hear about
the passing of Dick Clark. With “American
Bandstand,” he introduced decades” worth of
viewers to the music of our times. He reshaped
the television landscape forever as a creative
and innovative producer. And of course, for 40
years, we welcomed him into our homes to

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:34 p.m. at the
Henry Ford Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Jeff Klayo, Local 1700 member,
Keith W. Brown, Local 245 president, and
Gary Bolda, Henry Ford Museum chairman,
United Auto Workers; and Edsel B. Ford 11,
member of the Board of Trustees, Henry Ford
Museum, and his wife Cynthia.

ring in the new year. But more important than
his groundbreaking achievements was the way
he made us feel: as young and vibrant and opti-
mistic as he was. As we say a final so long to
Dick Clark, America’s oldest teenager, our
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
friends, which number far more than he knew.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Bingham Farms,

Michigan
Apm'l 18, 2012

Well, first of all, Denise and Jim, thank you
for opening up this incredible home. They
have been great friends. When I first met De-
nise, the fact that I was a Blackhawks fan—
[laughter]—was incidental. But she right away
lent us her support, and getting to know her
has been just an incredible pleasure. And Jim,
and your sons, thank you so much for helping
to make this evening happen.

I want to thank Gerry Acker, I want to thank
Barry Goodman for their great work. You've
got an outstanding former Governor here, Jim
Blanchard.

I want to thank Jalen Rose for—even though
he did not pick the Bulls to win the Eastern
Conference—[laughter]—I'm not sure I agree
with his analysis, but he is a wonderful com-
mentator and obviously is a great basketball
player. And to have Willie Horton here is a
great honor as well.

In smaller settings like this, what I love to do
is not give a long speech, but just rather say a
few things at the top and then just open it up
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for questions and comments. I just came from
the Henry Ford Museum. What a spectacular
museum. I had never been there before; it ex-
ceeded all expectation. I wanted to just go in
there and roam around a bit, but they keep me
on a schedule around here. [Laughter]

But part of what was remarkable is it cap-
tured so much of America’s history, what
makes this country exceptional, what makes us
special. You had the ingenuity and the drive
and the imagination of the Wright Brothers
and Fords and all the inventors who helped to
trigger this incredible economic superpower
and to build this remarkable middle class that
Michigan represents. And then it also had a
range of displays about the long battle for free-
dom, to make sure that everybody was includ-
ed in that American Dream. So I actually had
the chance to sit in Rosa Parks’s bus. I just sat
there for a moment and pondered the courage
and tenacity that is part of our very recent his-
tory, but is also a part of that long line of
folks—sometimes nameless, oftentimes didn’t
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