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thought, I would always tell you where I stood,
and I would wake up every single day fighting
for you as hard as I know how. And T have kept
that promise. I have kept that promise.

And if you're willing to keep pushing with
me, to keep working on behalf of our higher
ideals, there is nothing that will stop us. And
we will finish what we started in 2008.

God bless you. God bless America.

Statement on the Death of Dick Clark
Apm'l 18, 2012

Michelle and I are saddened to hear about
the passing of Dick Clark. With “American
Bandstand,” he introduced decades” worth of
viewers to the music of our times. He reshaped
the television landscape forever as a creative
and innovative producer. And of course, for 40
years, we welcomed him into our homes to

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:34 p.m. at the
Henry Ford Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Jeff Klayo, Local 1700 member,
Keith W. Brown, Local 245 president, and
Gary Bolda, Henry Ford Museum chairman,
United Auto Workers; and Edsel B. Ford 11,
member of the Board of Trustees, Henry Ford
Museum, and his wife Cynthia.

ring in the new year. But more important than
his groundbreaking achievements was the way
he made us feel: as young and vibrant and opti-
mistic as he was. As we say a final so long to
Dick Clark, America’s oldest teenager, our
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
friends, which number far more than he knew.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Bingham Farms,

Michigan
Apm'l 18, 2012

Well, first of all, Denise and Jim, thank you
for opening up this incredible home. They
have been great friends. When I first met De-
nise, the fact that I was a Blackhawks fan—
[laughter]—was incidental. But she right away
lent us her support, and getting to know her
has been just an incredible pleasure. And Jim,
and your sons, thank you so much for helping
to make this evening happen.

I want to thank Gerry Acker, I want to thank
Barry Goodman for their great work. You've
got an outstanding former Governor here, Jim
Blanchard.

I want to thank Jalen Rose for—even though
he did not pick the Bulls to win the Eastern
Conference—[laughter]—I'm not sure I agree
with his analysis, but he is a wonderful com-
mentator and obviously is a great basketball
player. And to have Willie Horton here is a
great honor as well.

In smaller settings like this, what I love to do
is not give a long speech, but just rather say a
few things at the top and then just open it up
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for questions and comments. I just came from
the Henry Ford Museum. What a spectacular
museum. I had never been there before; it ex-
ceeded all expectation. I wanted to just go in
there and roam around a bit, but they keep me
on a schedule around here. [Laughter]

But part of what was remarkable is it cap-
tured so much of America’s history, what
makes this country exceptional, what makes us
special. You had the ingenuity and the drive
and the imagination of the Wright Brothers
and Fords and all the inventors who helped to
trigger this incredible economic superpower
and to build this remarkable middle class that
Michigan represents. And then it also had a
range of displays about the long battle for free-
dom, to make sure that everybody was includ-
ed in that American Dream. So I actually had
the chance to sit in Rosa Parks’s bus. I just sat
there for a moment and pondered the courage
and tenacity that is part of our very recent his-
tory, but is also a part of that long line of
folks—sometimes nameless, oftentimes didn’t



make the history books—but who constantly
insisted on their dignity, their stake in the
American Dream.

Now, we've gone through 3% very tough
years, worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. When I came into office we were
losing 750,000 jobs per month. Michigan had
obviously been going through tough times for a
decade or more, with outsourcing and plants
closing and layoffs. The auto industry was
buckling, on its knees, on the verge of not just
conventional bankruptey, but potentially a lig-
uidation bankruptcy. And I think a lot of peo-
ple weren’t sure whether we were going to dip
into a great depression,

And 3% years later, we can look and say to
ourselves that, in part because of the support
of some of the folks in this room who helped
not just propel me into office, but helped to
give America a vision of what we could be, GM
is now the number-one automaker in the world
again, it’s experience record profits, Chrysler is
the faster growing auto company, is making in-
vestments in plants and equipment, and we've
seen 200,000 auto workers hired back, back on
the job. And that’s just part of this steady pro-
cess of economic healing that’s led to 4 million
jobs created in the last 2 years, businesses
starting to invest again and the financial system
stabilized and banks starting to lend again to
not just businesses, but small—just like this
and small businesses and consumers.

And so as we see the economy growing, it
gives people some cautious sense of optimism.
As T was at that museum, I reminded myself
that when I ran for office in 2008, the goal
wasn’t just to get back to where we were in
2006 or 2005. We had gone through a decade
in which job growth was sluggish and incomes
and wages flatlined. The goal was to get back to
that spirit that was reflected in that museum,
where we are building again, and we are creat-
ing products that are the envy of the world and
creating that sense of opportunity for people,
where if they work hard they know that they
can support a family, buy a home, send their
kids to college, retire with dignity and respect,
that sense that everybody, regardless of what
they look like or where they come from, what
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their last name is, that everybody has a fair shot
and everybody is doing their fair share and ev-
erybody is playing by the same set of rules.

And we had a nice big event over at the mu-
seum. I told people, sometimes when you look
at Washington you may not feel as if that spirit,
that can-do spirit—that spirit of not just inno-
vation and possibility, but also that spirit that
everybody can take part in it—you might not
feel that that’s very evident in Washington. Be-
cause it just seems like folks in Washington are
much more interested in ideological argu-
ments and bickering.

But I'tell you, as you travel around the coun-
try that spirit is still there. It’s here in Michi-
gan. It’s in Ohio, where I just was. You see it in
our men and women in uniform as they’re de-
fending our country around the world. You see
it in our places of worship. That sense that we
rise and fall together and that it makes sense
for us to constantly be thinking not just about
ourselves, but about others; not just about to-
day, but about the next generation. That spirit
is still out there. It’s still out there.

And we captured that spirit in 2008. We've
got to recapture it in 2012. And the stakes
could not be higher, because the contrast be-
tween the two parties is going to be probably
more pronounced in 2012 than it was in 2008.
The other side has a very different vision. Yes,
they're patriots; they care about the country.
But their basic mission seems to be one in
which a few folks are doing well at the top and
everybody else is struggling to get by, but that’s
okay, that somehow that is a formula for
growth.

We’ve got a different idea: that we believe in
the free market, we believe in individual initia-
tive, but we also believe in giving back and in-
vesting in schools so that everybody gets the
education they need; investing in science and
technology so that the great inventions that the
marketplace takes advantage of are constantly
happening here in the United States in our labs
and our universities. We believe in creating the
infrastructure that serves as a platform for eco-
nomic growth. We believe in making sure that
the vulnerable among us and our seniors have
a basic safety net, because we never know
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which one of us might at some point be strick-
en with an illness or suffer a layoff. And most
of us in this room have somebody in their back-
ground who knows what it’s like to fall on hard
times and understand how important those
safety nets are in order to get people back on
their feet so they can succeed.

So we've got a lot at stake in this election.
The good news is that I think we've got the
truth on our side, and I think the values that
we're going to be talking about over the next
several months are not Democratic values or
Republican values, they're American values.
And I think people are going to be, once again,
choosing a better future and our best tradi-
tions. That's what we’re going to be fighting

for. I'm glad you guys are on the team as I go
out there and do that.
So thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:37 p.m. at the
residence of Denise Ilitch and James Scalici.
In his remarks, he referred to Sam Lites and
Paul Scalici, sons of Ms. Ilitch and Mr. Scalici;
Gerald H. Acker and Barry J. Goodman, senior
partners, Goodman Acker, P.C.; Jalen A. Rose,
former guard, University of Michigan men’s
basketball team; and Willie W. Horton, former
left fielder and designated hitter, Major
League Baseball’s Detroit Tigers. Audio was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the 2011 NCAA Football Champion University of Ala-

bama Crimson Tide
April 19, 2012

The President. Well, good afternoon, every-
body. Have a seat. Have a seat. It is my plea-
sure to welcome the Alabama Crimson Tide
back to the White House and congratulate
them on winning their 14th national champi-
onship, their second in 3 years. Roll Tide.

I told Coach he’s making this a habit.
[Laughter] I'm also happy to see the best team
in DC high school football in the house. Con-
gratulations to the other Crimson Tide—Dun-
bar High School—on their city championship.
Might have some recruits out here, Coach.

Now, we've got a lot of proud 'Bama fans
here today. It is good to see Mayor Maddox of
Tuscaloosa again. Mayor Bell of Birmingham is
here, as well as Members of Congress, includ-
ing several Alabama alums. I also want to rec-
ognize Alabama Director of Athletics Mal
Moore and Interim University President Dr.
Judy Bonner for their support of the best team
in college football.

Now obviously, this is a team that knows
something about adversity. It was 1 year ago
next week that an F4 tornado carved a path
right through the town of Tuscaloosa. I trav-
eled down there 2 days later to see the devasta-
tion with the mayor and the Governor. And

488

I've got to tell you, I'd never seen anything like
it.

And I remember something the mayor said
that day. He said that when something like that
happens, folks tend to forget all their petty dif-
ferences. Things like politics, religion, race,
when we’re confronted with a tragedy of such
magnitude, all that just fades away. We're re-
minded that all we have is each other. And if
you need proof of that, just look how the Au-
burn community stepped up during that time
of need.

The storm took the lives of 248 people, in-
cluding 6 students. And it touched this team
personally. Long snapper Carson Tinker’s girl-
friend lost her life in the storm. And a few
weeks later, there was fresh grief for Aaron
Douglas, an offensive lineman who passed
away. So this became a team in every sense of
the word. They remembered Aaron and those
lost in the storm not just with their hearts, but
on their helmets, with a houndstooth ribbon
and the number 77.

And then they took to the field, they steam-
rolled opponent after opponent, they racked
up an 8-0 record going into the rivalry game
against LSU. Folks called it the “game of the
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