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thought, I would always tell you where I stood,
and I would wake up every single day fighting
for you as hard as I know how. And I have kept
that promise. I have kept that promise.

And if you’re willing to keep pushing with
me, to keep working on behalf of our higher
ideals, there is nothing that will stop us. And
we will finish what we started in 2008.

God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:34 p.m. at the
Henry Ford Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Jeff Klayo, Local 1700 member,
Keith W. Brown, Local 245 president, and
Gary Bolda, Henry Ford Museum chairman,
United Auto Workers; and Edsel B. Ford II,
member of the Board of Trustees, Henry Ford
Museum, and his wife Cynthia.

Statement on the Death of Dick Clark
April 18, 2012

Michelle and I are saddened to hear about
the passing of Dick Clark. With “American
Bandstand,” he introduced decades’ worth of
viewers to the music of our times. He reshaped
the television landscape forever as a creative
and innovative producer. And of course, for 40
years, we welcomed him into our homes to

ring in the new year. But more important than
his groundbreaking achievements was the way
he made us feel: as young and vibrant and opti-
mistic as he was. As we say a final so long to
Dick Clark, America’s oldest teenager, our
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
friends, which number far more than he knew.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Bingham Farms,
Michigan
April 18, 2012

Well, first of all, Denise and Jim, thank you
for opening up this incredible home. They
have been great friends. When I first met De-
nise, the fact that I was a Blackhawks fan—
[laughter]—was incidental. But she right away
lent us her support, and getting to know her
has been just an incredible pleasure. And Jim,
and your sons, thank you so much for helping
to make this evening happen.

I want to thank Gerry Acker, I want to thank
Barry Goodman for their great work. You’ve
got an outstanding former Governor here, Jim
Blanchard.

I want to thank Jalen Rose for—even though
he did not pick the Bulls to win the Eastern
Conference—[laughter]—I’m not sure I agree
with his analysis, but he is a wonderful com-
mentator and obviously is a great basketball
player. And to have Willie Horton here is a
great honor as well.

In smaller settings like this, what I love to do
is not give a long speech, but just rather say a
few things at the top and then just open it up

for questions and comments. I just came from
the Henry Ford Museum. What a spectacular
museum. I had never been there before; it ex-
ceeded all expectation. I wanted to just go in
there and roam around a bit, but they keep me
on a schedule around here. [Laughter]

But part of what was remarkable is it cap-
tured so much of America’s history, what
makes this country exceptional, what makes us
special. You had the ingenuity and the drive
and the imagination of the Wright Brothers
and Fords and all the inventors who helped to
trigger this incredible economic superpower
and to build this remarkable middle class that
Michigan represents. And then it also had a
range of displays about the long battle for free-
dom, to make sure that everybody was includ-
ed in that American Dream. So I actually had
the chance to sit in Rosa Parks’s bus. I just sat
there for a moment and pondered the courage
and tenacity that is part of our very recent his-
tory, but is also a part of that long line of
folks—sometimes nameless, oftentimes didn’t
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