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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Executive Order Blocking
the Property and Suspending Entry Into the United States of Certain Per-
sons With Respect to Grave Human Rights Abuses by the Governments of
Iran and Syria Via Information Technology
April 22, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) that takes addi-
tional steps with respect to the national emer-
gencies declared in Executive Order 12957 of
March 15, 1995, and relied on for additional
steps in subsequent Executive Orders, and in
Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, as
modified in scope and relied on for additional
steps in subsequent Executive Orders.

I have determined that the commission of
serious human rights abuses against the people
of Iran and Syria by their governments, facili-
tated by computer and network disruption,
monitoring, and tracking by those govern-
ments, and abetted by entities in Iran and Syria
that are complicit in those governments’ ma-
lign use of technology for those purposes,
threaten the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States. Consistent with the vi-
tal importance of providing technology that en-
ables the Iranian and Syrian people to freely
communicate with each other and the outside
world, as well as the preservation, to the extent
possible, of global telecommunications supply
chains for essential products and services to
enable the free flow of information, the mea-
sures in the order are designed primarily to ad-
dress the need to prevent entities located in
whole or in part in Iran and Syria from facilitat-
ing or committing serious human rights abus-
es. To address this situation, the order takes
additional steps with respect to the national
emergencies described above.

The order blocks the property and interests
in property, and suspends entry into the Unit-
ed States, of persons listed in the Annex to the
order, as well as persons determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with

or at the recommendation of the Secretary of
State:

• to have operated, or to have directed the
operation of, information and communi-
cations technology that facilitates com-
puter or network disruption, monitoring,
or tracking that could assist in or enable
grave rights abuses by or on behalf of the
Government of Iran or the Government
of Syria;

• to have sold, leased, or otherwise provid-
ed, directly or indirectly, goods, services,
or technology to Iran or Syria likely to be
used to facilitate computer or network
disruption, monitoring, or tracking that
could assist in or enable grave human
rights abuses by or on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of Iran or the Government of
Syria;

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, the activities de-
scribed above or any person whose prop-
erty and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA, as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order.

All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate
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measures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on April 23. Identical let-
ters were sent to John A. Boehner, Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., President of the Senate. The Execu-
tive order is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
April 23, 2012

Good morning, everyone. It is a great honor
to be with you here today. Of course, it is a tru-
ly humbling moment to be introduced by Elie
Wiesel. Along with Sara Bloomfield, the out-
standing director here, we just spent some
time among the exhibits, and this is now the
second visit I’ve had here. My daughters have
come here. It is a searing occasion whenever
you visit. And as we walked, I was taken back
to the visit that Elie mentioned, the time that
we traveled together to Buchenwald.

And I recall how he showed me the barbed-
wire fences and the guard towers. And we
walked the rows where the barracks once
stood, where so many left this Earth, including
Elie’s father Shlomo. We stopped at an old
photo: men and women lying in their wooden
bunks, barely more than skeletons. And if you
look closely, you can see a 16-year old boy,
looking right at the camera, right into your
eyes. You can see Elie.

And at the end of our visit that day, Elie
spoke of his father. “I thought one day I will
come back and speak to him,” he said, “of
times in which memory has become a sacred
duty of all people of good will.” Elie, you’ve de-
voted your life to upholding that sacred duty.
You’ve challenged us all, as individuals, and as
nations, to do the same, with the power of your
example, the eloquence of your words, as you
did again just now. And so to you and Marion,
we are extraordinarily grateful.

To Sara, to Tom Bernstein, to Josh Bolten,
members of the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Council, and everyone who sustains this
living memorial, thank you for welcoming us
here today. To the Members of Congress,
members of the diplomatic corps, including

Ambassador Michael Oren of Israel, we are
glad to be with you.

And most of all, we are honored to be in the
presence of men and women whose lives are a
testament to the endurance and the strength of
the human spirit, the inspiring survivors. It is a
privilege to be with you on a very personal lev-
el. As I’ve told some of you before, I grew up
hearing stories about my great uncle, a soldier
in the 89th Infantry Division who was stunned
and shaken by what he saw when he helped to
liberate Ordruf, part of Buchenwald. And I’ll
never forget what I saw at Buchenwald, where
so many perished with the words of Sh’ma
Yis’ra’eil on their lips.

I’ve stood with survivors in the old Warsaw
ghettos, where a monument honors heroes
who said we will not go quietly, we will stand
up, we will fight back. And I’ve walked those
sacred grounds at Yad Vashem, with its lesson
for all nations: The Shoah cannot be denied.

During my visit to Yad Vashem, I was given
a gift, inscribed with those words from the
Book of Joel: “Has the like of this happened in
your days or in the days of your fathers? Tell
your children about it, and let your children
tell theirs, and their children the next genera-
tion.” That’s why we’re here. Not simply to re-
member, but to speak.

I say this as a President, and I say it as a fa-
ther. We must tell our children about a crime
unique in human history. The one and only
Holocaust—6 million innocent people, men,
women, children, babies—sent to their deaths
just for being different, just for being Jewish.
We tell them, our children, about the millions
of Poles and Catholics and Roma and gay peo-
ple and so many others who also must never be
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