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darkness and insist there is a future, to not give
up, to say yes to life, to believe in the possibili-
ty of justice.

To Elie and to the survivors who are here to-
day, thank you for not giving up. You show us
the way. You show us the way. If you cannot
give up, if you can believe, then we can believe.
If you can continue to strive and speak, then we
can speak and strive for a future where there’s a
place for dignity for every human being. That
has been the cause of your lives. It must be the
work of our Nation and of all nations.

So God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you very much.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Nobel Prize winner,
author, and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel and
his wife Marion; Tom A. Bernstein, chairman,
and Joshua R. Bolten, vice chairman, U.S. Ho-
locaust Memorial Council; President Umar
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan; President
Salva Kiir Mayardit of South Sudan; former
President Laurent Gbagbo and President Al-
assane Dramane Ouattara of Cote dlIvoire;
former Bosnian Serb army commander Ratko
Mladic; and President Bashar al-Asad of Syria.
He also referred to his great-uncle Charles
Payne.

Remarks on Presenting the Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the United

States Air Force Academy Falcons
Apm'l 23, 2012

Well, good afternoon. Now, I heard last
year, with this trophy on the line, Jon Davis
said, “You don’t get to meet the President ev-
ery day.” Today, you do. [Laughter]

Congratulations to the Fighting Falcons on
winning their second straight and record 18th
Commander in Chief Trophy last season. [Ap-
plause] There we go. I'm happy to meet you
too. [Laughter] And welcome, everybody, to
the White House.

Now, this trophy, which by the way is the
biggest trophy—I give a lot of these out—
[laughter]—this is the monster of all trophies
here. This trophy has logged a lot of miles just
jetting back and forth between Cadet Field
House and the White House the past couple of
years. And I'm looking forward to seeing it
again when I visit Colorado Springs next
month.

We are honored to be joined today by the
Superintendent of the Air Force Academy,
Lieutenant General Michael Gould, as well as
Representative Mike McIntyre is in the house.
To all the friends of Air Force football, con-
gratulations on holding onto the title of grid-
iron supremacy in the Armed Forces.

Now, it was no easy feat for this team to
make it here today. These guys faced a brutal
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schedule, but they never backed down. As
Coach Calhoun said, “This group had a warrior
spirit in them.” And they brought that fight to
every game this season. They shut out New
Mexico on the road. They brought home the
Ram-Falcon Trophy with a decisive victory
over Colorado State, a game that won them a
bowl bid for a record-setting fifth straight year.
They battled down to the wire against Toledo
in an exciting Military Bowl, boldly going for
the win with a 2-point conversion and falling
just short. But I like that in you. [Laughter]

Even when they were dogged by injuries,
this team pulled together when it mattered
most. These guys toughed it out—toughed out
a narrow overtime victory against Navy, with
Alex Means blocking an extra point in overtime
and Tim Jefferson barreling the last yard into
the end zone with the game on the line. They
stormed from behind to beat Army and secure
this trophy with a third quarter that included
two field goals, two touchdowns, a 2-point con-
version, and two takeaways.

So this team had to fight hard this whole
season. But the work paid off. The senior class
standing behind me distinguished itself as one
of the most talented in school history. Brady
Amack and Jon Davis put together the sixth-



ranking passing defense in the country. Asher
Clark led the Nation’s third-best rushing at-
tack. Tim Jefferson will graduate as the win-
ningest Air Force quarterback of all time and
the first quarterback in service academy histo-
ry to lead his team to four consecutive bowl
games.

So these young men have a lot to be proud
of. And if the past couple of seasons are any in-
dication of what is to come, Coach Calhoun,
we expect the Air Force will be back here this
time next year. [Laughter] Now, I know Army
and Navy will have something to say about
that. [Laughter] But I know that the next year
will take these young men from the Cadet
Field House to pilot training, to air bases
around the world, in defense of our country.
Ultimately, these seniors understand that shut-
outs and bowl games and trophies are not near-
ly as important as the solemn obligation, the
solemn oath that they will take in just a few
weeks as the newest officers in the world’s fin-
est Air Force.
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So, gentlemen, I have no higher privilege
and no greater honor than serving as your
Commander in Chief, and I look forward to
joining you for that important ceremony.

Today we honor the success that these out-
standing young men had on the playing field.
And we look forward to their continuing excel-
lence on behalf of the Nation. And, cadets, as
you look to trade the proud uniform of your
team for the proud uniform of your country, I
want you to know that this country will stand
by you and do everything possible to help you
succeed and come home safe.

So God bless all those who serve, and God
bless the United States of America, and God
bless Air Force.

Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:42 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jon Davis, defensive
back, Alex Means, linebacker, Timothy Jeffer-
son, Jr., quarterback, Brady Amack, lineback-
er, and Asher Clark, running back, U.S. Air
Force Academy football team.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Timor-Leste

April 23, 2012

I congratulate Taur Matan Ruak on his vic-
tory in Timor-Leste’s Presidential election
and the people of Timor-Leste for successful-
ly participating in a peaceful, free, and trans-
parent election. I also recognize with deep
appreciation President Jose Ramos Horta for
his close friendship with the United States
during his Presidency and look forward to
continuing that productive relationship with
Taur Matan Ruak.

Statement on Department of Defense

in the Military
April 23, 2012

I applaud the initiatives that Secretary of
Defense Leon E. Panetta and General Martin
Dempsey, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Our partnership with Timor-Leste is funda-
mental and enduring. It is based on shared val-
ues of democracy, freedom, and human rights.
The United States remains steadfast in its sup-
port of Timor-Leste’s efforts to strengthen
democratic institutions and consolidate peace
and security in the country.

NOTE: The statement referred to President-

elect Jose Maria “Taur Matan Ruak” Vasconce-
los of Timor-Leste.

Initiatives To Combat Sexual Assault
Staff, have announced to further combat sex-

ual assault in the military. The men and wom-
en of the United States military deserve an
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