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made a commitment to you. First, your par-
ents. But it wasn’t just your parents. It was the
folks who decided, you know what, we’re going
to set up a public university. It was the folks
who made a decision early on in this Republic
that said we believe that all men are created
equal, that everybody is endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain inalienable rights. Those were
commitments that were made by previous gen-
erations to future generations.

So somebody here had a parent or a grand-
parent who said, maybe I can’t go to college,
but some day my son can. Maybe I can’t start
my own business, but someday I can picture
my daughter starting her own business. Maybe
I'm an immigrant, but I believe that this is the
country, this is the place where no matter who
you are, no matter what you look like, no mat-
ter where you come from, no matter what your
last name is, you can make it if you try. That’s
what we believe.

That is what we believe. You and me, all of
us, we're only here because someone, some-
where, felt a responsibility not just to them-
selves, but to this country’s future. And now it’s
our turn to be responsible. Now it’s our turn to
keep that promise alive. That’s where I need
your help.

I'm asking everybody here, anybody who’s
watching, anybody who’s following online,
send your Member of Congress a message.
Tell them you’re not going to set your sights
lower. Tell them you're not going to settle for
something less. Call them, e-mail them, write
on their Facebook page, tweet. [Laughter]
We've got a hashtag: #dontdoublemyrate.
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[Laughter] Don’t double my rate. Don’t dou-
ble my rate.

We asked students at North Carolina, then
at University of Colorado, to do this yesterday.
They got it trending worldwide for a while.
Let’s see if you guys can do even better. See
how the Hawkeyes can do. Because we've got
to keep the heat on Congress until this gets
done. And I need your help to do it. I need you
to be heard. I need you to be counted.

Now is not the time to double the interest
rates on our student loans. Now is not the time
to double interest rates. Now is the time to
double down on starting investments that build
a strong and secure middle class. Now is the
time to double down on building an America
that’s built to last.

If we work together, with clear eyes and a
common purpose, I guarantee you we’ll meet
our challenges. We will rise to this moment.
And the reason I know that is because I believe
in you. I believe in you. And it’s because of you
that we will remind everybody just why it is
that this is the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you, Towa. God bless you. God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:28 p.m. at the
Field House. In his remarks, he referred to
Blake T. Anderson, Marissa L. Boles, Myranda
L. Burnett, Jordan Garrison-Nickerson, and
Martin J. Lopez, students, University of Towa;
Rep. Todd W. Akin; and Brendan Buck, Press
Secretary for Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives John A. Boehner.

Statement on Israeli Independence Day

April 26, 2012

Sixty-four years ago, the United States be-
came the first country in the world to recog-
nize the State of Israel, the realization of a
modern day state in the historic homeland of
the Jewish people. Since that momentous day,
the special bond of friendship between the
United States and Israel has grown stronger.
Ours is a unique relationship founded on an
unbreakable commitment to Israel’s security

and anchored by our common interests and
deeply held values. These values continue to
enlighten and guide our efforts as we work
with Israel, as well as with others in the region,
to confront shared challenges and to achieve a
just and comprehensive peace based on a two-
state solution that will usher in a future of
peace, security, and dignity for the people of
Israel and its neighbors.
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Today, as Israelis celebrate their 64th Inde-
pendence Day and their remarkable achieve-
ments over the past six decades, it gives me
great pleasure to extend my best wishes and

Remarks at Fort Stewart, Georgia
April 27, 2012

Thank you. Hello, Fort Stewart! It is good to
be here at Fort Stewart. First of all, how about
the First Lady, Michelle Obama? Hooah! She
is a tough act to follow. For the gentlemen out
there who are not yet married, let me just ex-
plain to you, your goal is to improve your gene
pool by marrying somebody who is superior to
you. Isn’t that right, General? [Laughter]

Listen, and as you just heard, when it comes
to all of you—when it comes to our military,
our veterans, your families—Michelle Obama
and Jill Biden have your back. They are work-
ing tirelessly to make sure that our military
families are treated with the honor and respect
and support that they deserve. And I could not
be prouder of all the efforts that they've been
making on their behalf.

It's a privilege to hang out with some of
America’s finest. The “Dog Face Soldiers” of
the 3d Infantry Division! Rock of the Marne!
We've got a lot of folks in the house. We've got
the Raider Brigade! We've got the Spartan Bri-
gade! We've got the Vanguard Brigade! We've
got the Provider Brigade! And we've got the
Falcon Brigade!

Let me thank Major General Abrams and
his beautiful wife Connie, for welcoming us.
Abe is doing an incredible job carrying on his
family’s incredible tradition of service to our
country. So we are grateful for him. Give him a
big round of applause. I want to thank Com-
mand Sergeant Major Edd Watson and his
beautiful wife Sharon.

I want to thank someone who’s made it her
life’s mission to stand up for the financial secu-
rity of you and your families, somebody who
knows a little bit about military families and
military service. And actually, this is a home-
coming for her because she spent over 3 years
when they were posted down here—Holly Pe-
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the best wishes of the American people to
President Peres, Prime Minister Netanyahu,
and the people of Israel.

traeus is in the house. I want you guys to give
her a big round of applause.

But most importantly, I want to thank all of
you. I want to thank you for your service. I
want to thank you for your sacrifice. I want to
thank you for your unshakeable commitment
to our country. You have worn the uniform
with honor. You've performed heroically in
some of the most dangerous places on Earth.
You have done everything that has been asked
of you, and more. And you have earned a spe-
cial place in our Nation’s history.

Future generations will speak of your
achievements. They'll speak of how the 3d In-
fantry Division’s “thunder run” into Baghdad
signaled the end of a dictatorship and how you
brought Iraq back from the brink of civil war.
They'll speak of you and your service in Af-
ghanistan and in the fight against Al Qaida,
which you have put on the path to defeat.

And to the members of the Special Opera-
tions Forces community, while the American
people may never know the full extent of your
service, they will surely speak of how you kept
our country safe and strong and how you deliv-
ered justice to our enemies.

So history will remember what you did, and
so will we. We will remember the profound
sacrifices that you've made in these wars. Mi-
chelle and T just had a few moments at the
Warriors Walk, paying tribute to 441 of your
fallen comrades, men and women who gave
their last full measure of devotion to keep our
Nation safe. And we will remember them. We
will honor them, always. And our thoughts and
prayers also go out to the troops from Fort
Stewart who are serving so bravely right now as
we speak in Afghanistan. And I know many of
you will be deploying there too, so you know
you're going to be in our thoughts and prayers.
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