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Now, these have been some tough years
we’ve been in. And I know a lot of your mem-
bership can get discouraged, and they can feel
like nobody is looking out for them, and they
can get frustrated and they—sure, it’s easy to
give up on Washington. I know that. But we’ve
been through tougher times before. Your
unions have been through tougher times be-
fore. And we’ve always been able to overcome
it because we don’t quit.

I know we can get there, because here in
America we don’t give up. We’ve been through
tougher times before, and we’ve made it
through because we didn’t quit and we didn’t
throw in the towel. We rolled up our sleeves,
we fired up our engines, and we remembered a
fundamental truth about our country: Here in
America, we rise or fall together as one Nation,
as one people.

It doesn’t matter where you come from,
what you look like, what your last name is. It
doesn’t matter whether your folks came from
Poland or came from Italy or came from Mexi-
co. One people—strong, united, firing all cylin-
ders—that’s the America I know. That’s the
America I believe in. That’s the America we
can rebuild together.

So, if you’re willing to join us in this project
of rebuilding America, I want you to know—
when I was running for this office, I told peo-
ple I’m not perfect, not a perfect man. Mi-
chelle can tell you that—[laughter]—not a per-
fect President. But I made a promise, I’d al-
ways tell you where I stood. I’d always tell you
what I thought, what I believed in. And most
importantly, I would wake up every single day
working as hard as I know how to make your
lives a little bit better.

And for all that we’ve gone through over the
last 3½ , 4 years, I have kept that promise. I
have kept that promise. And I’m still thinking
about you. I’m still thinking about you, and I
still believe in you. And if you join me, we’ll re-
mind the world just why it is that America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. at the
Washington Hilton hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sean McGarvey, secretary-treasurer,
Building and Construction Trades Department,
AFL–CIO.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda of
Japan
April 30, 2012

President Obama. Please be seated. Good
afternoon, everybody. It is a great pleasure to
welcome Prime Minister Noda of Japan, one of
America’s closest allies in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, but also around the world. And of course,
one of the reasons that we enjoy such a strong
alliance between our nations is because it’s
rooted in the deep friendship between our
peoples. I’ve felt it in my own life, during my
visits to Japan, including as a young boy. And
we’ve seen that friendship on display very pro-
foundly over the past year.

Last month, we marked the first anniversary
of the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsuna-
mi and nuclear crisis that followed. All across
Japan, people stopped and stood in silence at

2:46 p.m., the moment that the Earth shook.
Mr. Prime Minister, on behalf of the American
people, I want to say to you and the people of
Japan, we continue to stand with you as well.

We stand with Japan in honoring the lost
and the missing: 19,000 men, women, and chil-
dren who will never be forgotten. We stand
with you as you rebuild, what you, Mr. Prime
Minister, have called “the rebirth of Japan.”
And we stand with Japan—in the Asia-Pacific
and beyond—because even as it has focused
on the hard work at home, Japan has never
stopped leading in the world. It is a great trib-
ute to the Japanese people and to leaders like
Prime Minister Noda.
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I’m told that over the past year many Japa-
nese have found strength in what they call ki-
zuna: the bonds of solidarity between friends
and neighbors, bonds which cannot be broken.
Mr. Prime Minister, the same could be said of
the bonds between the United States and Ja-
pan. And today we welcome you in that spirit.

As President, I’ve worked to strengthen the
ties between our two nations since my first
days in office. And when Prime Minister Noda
and I first met last September, we agreed to
modernize our alliance to meet the needs of
the 21st century. And, Mr. Prime Minister, I
want to thank you for the personal commit-
ment that you’ve brought to this effort. You’ve
called the alliance with the United States Ja-
pan’s greatest asset. And in our work together,
we’ve seen your trademark determination and
humility.

In fact, during our discussions today, the
Prime Minister compared his leadership style
to that of a point guard in basketball; he may
not be the flashiest player, but he stays focused
and gets the job done. He’s brought that same
sense of teamwork to our partnership, and it’s
helped make this visit a milestone in the histo-
ry of our alliance.

I’m proud to announce that we have agreed
to a new joint vision to guide our alliance and
help shape the Asia-Pacific for decades to come.
This is part of the broader effort I discussed in
Australia last year in which the United States is
once again leading in the Asia-Pacific.

First, we recognize that the U.S.-Japan alli-
ance will remain the foundation of the security
and prosperity of our two nations, but also a
cornerstone of regional peace and security. As
such, we reviewed the agreement that our gov-
ernments reached last week to realign Ameri-
can forces in Japan. This reflects our effort to
modernize America’s defense posture in the
Asia-Pacific with forces that are more broadly
distributed, more flexible, and more sustain-
able. At the same time, it will reduce the im-
pact on local communities like Okinawa.

Second, our joint vision commits us to deep-
ening our trade and investment. We’re already
among each other’s top trading partners, and
our exports to Japan and Japanese companies

here in the U.S. support more than 1 million
American jobs. But there’s more we can do, es-
pecially as we work to double U.S. exports. So I
appreciate the Prime Minister updating me on
his reform efforts in Japan, including liberaliz-
ing trade and playing a leading role in Asia-Pa-
cific’s economy. We instructed our teams to
continue our consultation regarding Japan’s in-
terest in joining the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
which would benefit both our economies and
the region. And we agreed to deepen our coop-
eration on nuclear safety, clean energy, and cy-
bersecurity to enhance our economic competi-
tiveness.

Third, our joint vision lays out the future we
seek in the Asia-Pacific: a region where inter-
national rules and norms are upheld, where na-
tions contribute to regional security, where
commerce and freedom of navigation is not
impeded, and where disputes are resolved
peacefully. As such, we continue our close con-
sultations on the provocative actions of North
Korea, which are a sign of weakness and not
strength and only serve to deepen Pyongyang’s
isolation. And we discussed the changes under-
way in Burma and how our two nations can
both reward progress there while encouraging
more reforms that improve the lives of the
Burmese people.

Fourth, our joint vision reaffirms our role as
global partners bound by shared values and
committed to international peace, security, and
human rights. For example, our nations are the
largest donors in Afghanistan. As we plan for
the NATO summit in Chicago and the next
phase of the transition in Afghanistan, Japan is
planning for a donor conference to sustain de-
velopment there.

I also want to take this opportunity to com-
mend the Prime Minister and Japan for show-
ing such strong leadership with regard to Iran’s
nuclear program. The regime in Tehran is now
feeling the economic screws tighten, and one of
the reasons is that countries like Japan made
the decision to reduce oil imports from Iran.
This is just one more example of how, despite
challenging times at home, Japan has continued
to serve as a model and a true global leader.
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Finally, our joint vision commits us to deep-
ening the ties between our peoples. This in-
cludes new collaborations between our scien-
tists, researchers, and entrepreneurs to foster
innovation. And it includes new exchanges that
will bring thousands of our young people to-
gether, including high school students, to help
Japanese communities rebuild after last year’s
disasters.

So again, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for
helping to revitalize our extraordinary alliance
so that we enjoy even greater security and pros-
perity for both our countries. And I once again
want to salute the people of Japan for the
strength and the resilience and the courage that
they’ve shown during this past year. More than
ever, the American people are proud to call you
a friend and honored to call you an ally.

And before I turn it over to the Prime Min-
ister, I just want to warn the American press
that the Prime Minister once considered him-
self a journalist, and instead, he became a judo
expert. He is a black belt. [Laughter] So, if you
get out of line—[laughter]—I’ve got some pro-
tection here. [Laughter]

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Noda. Well, following Presi-

dent Obama forward, I, the point guard, Noda,
will take up the microphone.

Now, this is the first visit to the United
States by a Japanese Prime Minister in the
context—the bilateral context since the change
of Government took place in Japan. I wish to
thank President Obama for the warm welcome
and hospitality, as I know how busy he is with
official duties.

I had a very good exchange of views with the
President today on bilateral relations between
Japan and the United States, the situation in
the Asia-Pacific region, and various global chal-
lenges, among others. We were able to confirm
from broader perspectives the present-day sig-
nificance of the Japan-U.S. alliance and where
the Japan-U.S. relations should be headed in
the longer term.

The President just now spoke about his sup-
port, and I would like to take this opportunity
to say thank you for all the unsparing support
given by the Government and people of the

United States, starting with Operation Tomo-
dachi conducted by U.S. forces at the time of
the Great East Japan Earthquake of last year.

Yesterday I met with the bereaved family—
bereaved families of Taylor Anderson, who un-
fortunately passed away, but who took care of
children until the very last moment following
the Great East Japan Earthquake. I also met
with representatives of the Fairfax County
search and rescue team who, immediately fol-
lowing the earthquake, deployed in the disas-
ter-affected region to help the people. So I was
able to see—meet myself with these true
friends of Japan.

Now, I have always held the conviction that
our bilateral alliance is the lynchpin of Japan’s
diplomacy. And having had conversations with
my—with U.S. friends yesterday only renewed
my conviction that Japan-U.S. alliance must be
unshakeable and in fact is unshakeable. Now,
as one holding such conviction, I am particu-
larly gratified that we’re able to announce to-
day a Japan-U.S. shared vision.

This document explicitly spells out the de-
termination of Japan and the United States to
fulfill their responsibilities and the roles in the
interest of the peace and prosperity not only in
the Asia-Pacific, but around the world by mak-
ing full use of their respective capabilities and
resources.

And this is my conviction as well. [Inaudi-
ble]—and arms buildup, and not to speak of
the presence of D.P.R.K. In other words, ma-
jor opportunities and challenges exist side by
side in the region.

To cope with such conditions we are deter-
mined, as spelled out in the shared vision, to
realize the new U.S. forces realignment plan in
accordance with the Security Consultative
Committee, or 2-plus-2, joint statement re-
leased the other day and to step up bilateral se-
curity and defense cooperation in a creative
manner.

We also need to work with regional partners
to build a multilayered network that is open,
comprehensive, and building on international
rules utilizing such frameworks as trilateral di-
alogues among Japan-U.S.-R.O.K. and Japan-
U.S.-Australia, East Asia Summit, and APEC.
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From this point of view, we shall also cooper-
ate with China, which is an important partner.

It is also important that Japan and the Unit-
ed States cooperate to promote necessary
rules-making in the areas of nontraditional
threats such as terrorism, proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, and piracy, as
well as human security and peace-building and
development assistance: ocean, space, and cy-
berspace.

In the economic area, we shall deepen bilat-
eral economic ties and fortify the growth and
prosperity of the two countries through their
promotion of economic integration in the Asia-
Pacific region. And to this end, both our coun-
tries will work on regional trade and investment
rules-making, with a view to building FTAAP,
or the free trade area of the Asia-Pacific. From
this vantage point as well, we shall advance con-
sultations with a view to participating in the
Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations.

The shared vision also calls for the strength-
ening of energy cooperation. And we discussed
in our meeting today expanding LNG exports
from the United States to Japan.

Last, but not the least, as stated in the
shared vision it is important to boost exchanges
among next generation youth in the interest of
the future of the Japan-U.S. alliance. We will
further step up people-to-people exchanges
among youth through such endeavors as Ja-
pan’s Kizuna Project and U.S. Tomodachi Ini-
tiative.

Japan-U.S. alliance has reached new
heights. Together with President Obama, I
shall firmly advance these steps. I thank you.

President Obama. So we’ve got two ques-
tions on each side. We’re going to start with
Laura MacInnis of Reuters.

Chinese Activist Chen Guangcheng/Human
Rights/North Korea

Q. President Obama, could you confirm
whether the blind Chinese dissident Chen
Guangcheng is under U.S. protection in Bei-
jing? And how do you foresee that situation be-
ing resolved? Would the United States grant
him asylum if he asked for it?

And, Prime Minister Noda, how likely do
you think it is that North Korea will carry out a
third nuclear test? How would Japan respond
to such a test? And what would you like the
U.S. to do to respond?

President Obama. Obviously, I’m aware of
the press reports on the situation in China, but
I’m not going to make a statement on the issue.
What I would like to emphasize is that every
time we meet with China, the issue of human
rights comes up. It is our belief that not only is
that the right thing to do because it comports
with our principles and our belief in freedom
and human rights, but also because we actually
think China will be stronger as it opens up and
liberalizes its own system.

We want China to be strong, and we want it
to be prosperous. And we’re very pleased with
all the areas of cooperation that we’ve been
able to engage in. But we also believe that that
relationship will be that much stronger and
China will be that much more prosperous and
strong as you see improvements on human
rights issues in that country.

I know it wasn’t directed at me, but I’ll just
make a quick statement around North Korea.
This was a topic of extensive discussion be-
tween myself and Prime Minister Noda. Our
consultation throughout the failed missile
launch was, I think, reflective of how impor-
tant our alliance is not just to our two coun-
tries, but to the region as a whole. And what
I’ve tried to do since I came into office is to
make sure that the North Koreans understand
that the old pattern of provocation that then
gets attention and somehow insists on the
world purchasing good behavior from them,
that that pattern is broken.

And what we’ve said is, is that the more you
engage in provocative acts, the more isolated
you will become, the stronger sanctions will be
in place, the more isolated you will be diplo-
matically, politically, and commercially. And so
although we can’t anticipate—and I don’t want
to hypothesize on what might happen in the
coming months—I think Pyongyang is very
clear that the United States, Japan, South Ko-
rea, other countries in the region are unified in
insisting that it abide by its responsibilities,
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abide by international norms, and that they will
not be able to purchase anything from further
provocative acts.

Prime Minister Noda. With regard to North
Korea, between myself and President Obama
earlier we—with regard to the so-called launch
of satellite—the missile launch—we share the
view that it undermines the efforts of the vari-
ous countries concerned to achieve resolution
through dialogue.

Now, in the latest round of missile launch,
they also conducted a nuclear test, which
means that there is a great possibility they will
conduct a nuclear test. And I believe the inter-
national community as a whole, together, will
need to call for restraint on the part of
D.P.R.K. And more specifically, I believe the
measures incorporated in the recent U.N. Se-
curity Council chairman’s statement need to
be complied with. And among Japan, the U.S.,
and Korea, as well as China and Russia, we
need to communicate with each other fully and
also call—stress that China’s role continues to
be very important and cooperate with China
while also maintaining close coordination with
the United States. And we shared this view
with President Obama.

And let me ask Mr. Imaichi of TBS, from Ja-
pan, to ask a question.

U.S. Military Installations in Japan

Q. Imaichi of TBS Television, and I have a
question for both President Obama and Prime
Minister Noda. How do you regard the Futen-
ma relocation issue in the context of this joint
statement, although you did not refer specifi-
cally to Futenma relocation? And the interim
report on U.S. Forces Japan realignment
leaves this question open to some extent. And
what do you think of the possibility that Futen-
ma Air Station ultimately will be relocated to a
place other than Henoko as agreed between
Japan and the United States?

Prime Minister Noda. Now, it is most mean-
ingful that in the 2-plus-2 joint statement, as
well as the summit meeting today, that we
were able to confirm that our two countries
will cooperate in the context of a deepening bi-
lateral alliance towards the realization of the

optimum U.S. force posture in the region and
the reduction of burden on Okinawa, and we’ll
continue to work for an early resolution of this
issue by taking into account the development
of the—[inaudible]—date.

President Obama. The realignment ap-
proach that’s being taken is consistent with the
security interests of both Japan and the United
States. We think we’ve found an effective
mechanism to move this process forward in a
way that is respectful of the situation in Okina-
wa, the views of residents there, but also is able
to optimize the defense cooperation between
our two countries and the alliance that’s the
linchpin not just of our own security but also
security in the region as a whole.

So we’re confident that we can move for-
ward with an approach that realigns our base
posture or our deployments, but also is con-
tinuing to serve the broad-based interests of
our alliance as a whole.

And I want to thank publicly Prime Minister
Noda for having taken such a constructive ap-
proach to an issue that has been lingering in
our bilateral relationship for quite some time.

Christi Parson [Christi Parsons, Chicago
Tribune].

Counterterrorism Efforts

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. We’re coming
up on the 1-year anniversary of the killing of
bin Laden. I wonder if you would share some
thoughts on that anniversary. And I also want-
ed to mention that your likely opponent says
anybody would have made that call, “even Jim-
my Carter.” So I’m curious to see what you
would say about that.

And, Mr. Prime Minister, if I may, on the
same topic, you mentioned the international
fight against terrorism in your opening re-
marks, and I wonder if you could reflect on
President Obama’s record here and if you
think from an international perspective the
U.S. is playing it right in marking this anniver-
sary? Or if you think it—you might advise
against excessive celebration?

President Obama. Well, let me make a cou-
ple of points. First of all, Christi, I hardly think
that you’ve seen any excessive celebration tak-
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ing place here. I think that people—the Amer-
ican people rightly remember what we as a
country accomplished in bringing to justice
somebody who killed over 3,000 of our citi-
zens. And it’s a mark of the excellence of our
intelligence teams and our military teams, a
political process that worked. And I think for
us to use that time for some reflection to give
thanks to those who participated is entirely ap-
propriate, and that’s what’s been taking place.

As far as my personal role and what other
folks would do, I’d just recommend that every-
body take a look at people’s previous state-
ments in terms of whether they thought it was
appropriate to go into Pakistan and take out
bin Laden. I assume that people meant what
they said when they said it. That’s been at least
my practice. I said that I’d go after bin Laden if
we had a clear shot at him, and I did.

If there are others who have said one thing
and now suggest they’d do something else,
then I’d go ahead and let them explain it.

Prime Minister Noda. President Obama has
been standing at the very forefront in the fight
against terrorism, and I hold him in very high
regard for that.

Now, although bin Laden has been killed,
terrorism has not been rooted out, and I think
continued efforts will be needed in coopera-
tion with the United States. We also would like
to continue all our efforts against terrorism. I
think the forms of terrorism are being very di-
verse, amongst them, cyberterrorism, for ex-
ample. This—[inaudible]—between Japan and
the United States not just in the cyber—in the
space and ocean, but we also decided to coop-
erate in cybersecurity as well. So, inclusive of
all these, Japan and the United States shall
work together to root out terrorism of all sorts.

Let me call on Takatsuka-san of Mainichi
Shimbun.

China

Q. I’m Takatsuka with Mainichi Shimbun
newspaper, and I would like to ask a question
for Prime Minister Noda and President
Obama.

There’s no direct reference to China in this
joint statement. What sort of exchange of views

did you have on China in the context of work-
ing for stability in the Asia-Pacific connected
with their advances in the oceans and also their
military buildup? I wonder what sort of interlo-
cution you had on the subject.

Prime Minister Noda. Let me answer first.
As you correctly pointed out, the shared vision
does not refer to any specific country, but we
recognize China as a major partner in the re-
gion. And in our exchange of views, both of us,
in fact, confirmed that viewpoint. China’s de-
velopment is an opportunity for the interna-
tional community, for Japan, and for the Asia-
Pacific.

Now, I explained in the meeting to Presi-
dent Obama that when I visited China last De-
cember, I broached to the Chinese leaders my
six-point initiative, including confidence-build-
ing and cooperation in the East China Sea in
order to further advance our mutually benefi-
cial relationship based on common strategic in-
terests, and that I’ll work steadily to implement
this.

I also told to the President that I wish to re-
alize his strategic dialogue among Japan, U.S.,
and China. Now, EAS last year, we—where
the view that was a success—and of course,
ASEAN countries also participated in discus-
sions that we need to seek a rules-based re-
sponse for behavior from the Chinese. And we
had these exchange of views.

President Obama. I think that I’ve said in
the past and firmly believe that we welcome a
peacefully rising China. And we have devel-
oped a very important strategic and economic
dialogue with China. We think what they’ve ac-
complished in terms of lifting millions of peo-
ple out of poverty is good for its own sake and
it’s also potentially good for the world and for
the region.

As Prime Minister Noda and I noted, we do
believe that as China continues to grow, as its
influence continues to expand, that it has to be
a strong partner in abiding by international
rules and norms, whether those are economic
norms like respecting intellectual property,
whether these are norms of dispute resolution.

So, in maritime disputes, ensuring that
small countries and large countries are both
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respected in international fora in resolving
these issues; that across the board, we want
China to be a partner with us in a set of inter-
national rules and norms that everybody fol-
lows. And I think as China makes that transi-
tion from a developing country into a major
power, that it will see that over the long term
it is in its interest as well to abide by these
rules and norms.

And so all of our actions are not designed to
in any way contain China, but they are de-
signed to ensure that they are part of a broader
international community in which rules, norms
are respected, in which all countries can pros-
per and succeed.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 2:16 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, Prime Minister Noda
referred to Andy and Jeanne Anderson, par-
ents, and Julia Anderson, sister, of Taylor An-
derson, who died in Ishinomaki, Japan, in
March 2011; David Barlow, captain, Keith
Johnson, deputy chief, and Jennifer Massey,
K–9 handler, Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department; and U.S. Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations Susan E. Rice, in her
capacity as President of the U.N. Security
Council. A reporter referred to Republican
Presidential candidate former Gov. W. Mitt
Romney of Massachusetts. Prime Minister No-
da and two reporters spoke in Japanese, and
their remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda of
Japan—A Shared Vision for the Future
April 30, 2012

The U.S.-Japan Alliance is the cornerstone
of peace, security, and stability in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. This partnership has underwritten
the dynamic growth and prosperity of the re-
gion for 60 years.

The strength of this Alliance, which was
demonstrated during the Great East Japan
Earthquake of 2011, is founded on the close
bonds between our two nations and our peo-
ple. These bonds will continue to anchor and
sustain our partnership.

Japan and the United States share a commit-
ment to democracy, the rule of law, open soci-
eties, human rights, human security, and free
and open markets; these values guide us in our
joint efforts to address the global challenges of
our time.

The U.S.-Japan partnership continues to be
defined by our enduring commitment to the
maintenance of peace. Over the decades, our
Alliance has steadily developed into a compre-
hensive partnership that contributes to peace
and stability in the Asia-Pacific region, an im-
portant center for global economic growth, and
beyond.

Japan and the United States pledge to fulfill
our roles and responsibilities by utilizing the
full range of capabilities to advance regional
and global peace, prosperity and security. Our
cooperation and dialogue extend to all levels
and areas of government and the private sec-
tor.

To accomplish our shared vision for the fu-
ture, we seek to further enhance our bilateral se-
curity and defense cooperation. We reaffirm the
indispensability of the U.S.-Japan Alliance to the
security of Japan, and to the peace, security, and
economic prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region,
which faces diverse challenges in a changing in-
ternational environment. We will pursue our re-
spective commitments, including the develop-
ment of Japan’s dynamic defense force under
the 2010 National Defense Program Guidelines,
and the U.S. strategic rebalancing to the Asia-
Pacific with its efforts to achieve a more geo-
graphically distributed and operationally resil-
ient force posture in the region. Our updated
U.S. force realignment plan will further enhance
the Alliance’s ability to respond to a variety of
contingencies in the region.
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