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Statement on Representative Maurice D. Hinchey’s Decision Not To Seek

Reelection
January 19, 2012

As a native New Yorker, Maurice Hinchey
has served the people of the Empire State for
over 35 years. Prior to his time in office, Mau-
rice proudly served his country as a member
of the United States Navy. He then went on
to serve as a member in the State Assembly
for 18 years, followed by 10 consecutive terms
as a U.S. Representative for the 22d congres-

sional district of New York. Throughout his
career Maurice has been a champion for the
middle class, leading the charge for renew-
able energy and Wall Street reform and work-
ing tirelessly to get Americans back to work.
Michelle and T join the people of New York in
thanking Congressman Hinchey for his ser-
vice.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East Peace

Process
January 19, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared with respect to foreign terror-
ists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process is to continue in effect beyond
January 23, 2012.

The crisis with respect to grave acts of vio-
lence committed by foreign terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace pro-
cess that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 23, 1995, has not been
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to engage

in activities that have the purpose or effect of
threatening the Middle East peace process and
that are hostile to United States interests in the
region. Such actions constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency with respect to foreign terrorists
who threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process and to maintain in force the economic
sanctions against them to respond to this
threat.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in New York City

January 19, 2012

The President. Hello! Everybody, please
have a seat. Have a seat. Thank you. You're go-
ing to make me blush. [Laughter] Well, it is

wonderful to be back in New York, and it is
wonderful to be with all of you.
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I understand that you already had a chance
to talk with the outstanding junior Senator
from New York, and Kirsten is doing a wonder-
ful job, so all of you guys should be very proud.
I'm sure that a number of you supported her in
previous campaigns and will continue to do so.

As I look around the room, I see some old
friends—not in years, but—some of you in
years—[laughter]—but who have known me
for a very long time, people who supported me
in my first U.S. Senate race. Andy supported
me in my first State senate race.

Audience member. Bobby Rush.

The President. That’s exactly right.

I'm going to speak very briefly at the top be-
cause I want to spend most of my time in con-
versation. We're obviously living through a his-
toric time. We just went through the worst fi-
nancial crisis in our history since the Great De-
pression—worst financial crisis. We have an
Arab Spring that is transforming an entire re-
gion of the world. The structure of the global
economy, the changes in technology all are
happening at a breathless pace.

And I think that—when I think back to the
last 3 years, I could not be prouder of what
we’ve been able to do in averting a depression,
saving an auto industry. We've now seen 22
consecutive months of job growth in the pri-
vate sector. We're starting to see manufactur-
ing come back to the United States.

On the international stage, we've been able
to manage the end of one war and the begin-
ning of a transition of another. We have been
on the right side of democracy. We've
strengthened our alliances, restored respect
for the United States around the world.

On issues of equity and the values that we
care most deeply about, we’ve made enormous
advances: ending “don’t ask, don’t tell,” making
sure that equal pay for equal work is—[ap-
plausel—appointing two really smart women
to the Supreme Court.

But we have so much more work to do.
We’ve got so many things that remain to tackle.
We have an economy that, although now is get-
ting close to where we were before the finan-
cial crisis struck, continues to struggle with
these long-term trends that had been going on
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for decades, where middle class families felt
less and less secure, where the education sys-
tem wasn’t equipping our kids to compete in a
global economy, where we had an absence of
an energy policy, a health care system that was
bleeding companies and the Federal Treasury
dry and not providing any care for millions of
people.

And so part of our task is to tell a story about
everything that we’ve gotten done over the last
3 years so that people have confidence that
change is possible. It’s not easy, it’s messy.
There are times where it’s frustrating, some-
times we experience setbacks, but change oc-
curs, meaningful change that concretely helps
people’s lives. But even as we tell that story,
we've also got to tell a story about where this
country needs to go.

I've never felt more confident about the ca-
pacity of America to meet the moment and as-
sure a solid future for our kids and our grand-
kids. But it’s going to require more work, and
it’s going to require us making good choices.
And this year is going to be as stark a choice as
we have seen—a starker choice than we saw in
2008.

I mean, think about it. In 2008, I was run-
ning against a Republican nominee who agreed
that we should ban torture, agreed that we
should close Guantanamo, believed in climate
change, had worked on immigration reform.
And so as profound as the differences were be-
tween myself and John McCain, there was
some sense of convergence when it came to
some very important issues.

If you've been listening to the Republican
debates, they have moved. [Laughter] T've
stayed here. [Laughter] They've gone in a dif-
ferent direction.

Now, that’s going to make for a hugely im-
portant, hugely consequential election, partly
because we need to win this election to consol-
idate all the gains that we’ve made over the last
3 years and make sure that financial reform is
actually implemented effectively and not wa-
tered down, and somebody like a Richard Cor-
dray as the head of the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau is able to prevent people
from being subjected to predatory lending,



partly because health care reform still has to be
implemented.

We already have 2.5 million young people
who have insurance because of that bill and
millions of seniors who are saving money on
prescription drugs because of that bill. But
there are a whole bunch of folks with preexist-
ing conditions who are still going to need help
and a whole bunch of working families who
still don’t have health insurance, and they’re
going to need those exchanges that we're set-
ting up put in place so that they can get afford-
able health care.

But it’s not just a matter of implementing
many of the things we've already done. It’s a
matter of meeting the requirements to get to
where we need to go. We're going to have to
solve this fiscal crisis that we’re in, in a way
that’s balanced and fair, and in which every-
body does their fair share.

We're going to have to make sure that we
are investing in community colleges and early
childhood education so that everybody genu-
inely has a fair shot. We're going to have to re-
build America. In a city like New York, we've
got tens, hundreds of billions of dollars of in-
frastructure work where we could put con-
struction workers, right now, who are sitting at
home, back to work, making ourselves more
productive to meet the challenges of a 21st-
century economy.

We're going to have to make sure that the
budgets for the NTH and NSF and all our basic
research in science is maintained so that we
continue to be the leading innovators in the
world.

We're going to have to make sure that all the
work we've done over the last 3 years to restore
America’s standing in the world, that that’s
preserved, and that people everywhere contin-
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ue to see America as the one indispensable na-
tion in assuring that there’s an international or-
der that thinks about everybody and not just
thinks in terms of raw power.

So this is a big deal, this race. And I am very
confident about our prospects. As tough as the
economic environment is, as many headwinds
as we're experiencing, I believe we're going to
win. But that belief is premised on my confi-
dence in you, that you guys are going to step
up, that you are going to show the same kind of
resolve and determination and enthusiasm that
you showed in 2008.

If you do, then I think we’ll win the argu-
ment, because I think we have a better vision
for the future. And I continue to have this pro-
found confidence and faith in the American
people and that a vision of a America that gives
everybody opportunity and is inclusive and
considers our values important to project
around the world and in our own Govern-
ment—I think that’s what they want to—that’s
how they think about America as well.

So I hope all you guys are ready to go

Audience member. Fired up.

The President. 1 hope you're fired up.
[Laughter] And I don’t—I'm glad you guys
wrote checks, but I don’t just want your mon-
ey. I'm going to want your ideas and your
time and your energy and your effort. And if
you give me that, I promise you I will be
working harder this time than I did in 2008.
All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. in the
Bellcour reception area of Daniel restaurant.
Audio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in New York City

January 19, 2012

The President. 1 am so thrilled to be here,
not only because of the extraordinary hospitali-
ty of Spike and Tonya and Jackson and Satchel,
but also because I see a lot of good friends
around the room. And so I just want to thank

you in advance for everything that you've done
in the past and everything that I know you’re
committed to doing this year.

Tonya, I saw “Bamboozled” a while back.
[Laughter]
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