
Apr. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

550

Japan and the United States are working
with partners in the region to strengthen insti-
tutions and foster networks that are open, in-
clusive, and support internationally accepted
rules and norms, including through fora such
as the East Asia Summit (EAS) and APEC.
This approach respects diversity in the region,
while promoting mutual understanding, confi-
dence, and transparency. Japan and the United
States welcome all regional partners to make
positive contributions to this process.

We face both conventional and emerging se-
curity threats, and commit to act together
based on our 2011 Common Strategic Objec-
tives in addressing global challenges such as
terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction, and piracy. We pledge to work to-
gether to promote the rule of law, protect hu-
man rights, and enhance coordination on
peacekeeping, post-conflict stabilization, de-
velopment assistance, organized crime and
narcotics trafficking, and infectious diseases.
We must also work to protect and develop the
tremendous potential of critical areas such as
the high seas, space, and cyberspace, ensuring
their use is responsible and rule-based.

We aim to enhance economic growth and
prosperity for both our nations through bilater-
al economic harmonization and the promotion
of regional economic integration. We will con-
tinue to seek ways to deepen our bilateral trade
and investment ties and to promote coopera-
tion on innovation, entrepreneurship, supply
chain security, the Internet economy, and sci-
ence and technology, as well as women’s entre-
preneurship and economic empowerment. We
are also committed to working together to de-
velop high standard trade and investment rules

in the region and promote regional economic
integration, consistent with the long-term ob-
jective of the APEC economies to develop a
Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP).
We will continue to advance our ongoing bilat-
eral consultations on the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership (TPP), and further explore how bilat-
eral economic harmonization and the promo-
tion of regional economic integration could be
achieved.

We also affirm our commitment to cooper-
ating on energy, including the development of
clean and renewable energy sources, peaceful,
safe, and secure uses of nuclear energy, and on
energy security. We share a mutual commit-
ment to address the global impact of climate
change.

The close bond between our people remains
the greatest resource for our Alliance and for
our shared vision of the future. To develop the
strong ties between future generations of Japa-
nese and American citizens, we commit to
strengthening people-to-people connections at
all levels through efforts such as the Kizuna
Project and the TOMODACHI initiative. We
pledge to increase the number of students and
researchers attending one another’s schools
and universities and work together to facilitate
greater travel and tourism.

In these areas and beyond, Japan and the
United States of America are determined to
expand our cooperation and further strengthen
the Alliance in order to realize our shared vi-
sion for a future of peace and prosperity for all
of our citizens and for the world.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Executive Order Prohibit-
ing Certain Transactions With and Suspending Entry Into the United States
of Foreign Sanctions Evaders With Respect to Iran and Syria
May 1, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)

(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) that takes addi-
tional steps with respect to the national emer-
gencies declared in Executive Order 12957 of
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March 15, 1995, as relied on for additional
steps in subsequent Executive Orders; in Exec-
utive Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, as modi-
fied in scope and relied on for additional steps
in subsequent Executive Orders; in Executive
Order 12938 of November 14, 1994, as relied
on for additional steps in subsequent Executive
Orders; and in Executive Order 13224 of Sep-
tember 23, 2001, as relied on for additional
steps in subsequent Executive Orders.

I have determined that efforts by foreign
persons to engage in activities intended to
evade U.S. economic and financial sanctions
with respect to Iran and Syria undermine our
efforts to address the national emergencies de-
scribed above. To address this situation, the or-
der takes additional steps with respect to those
national emergencies.

The order authorizes the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, to impose specified measures on a for-
eign person upon determining that the foreign
person:

• has violated, attempted to violate, con-
spired to violate, or caused a violation of
any license, order, regulation, or prohibi-
tion contained in, or issued pursuant to,
any Executive Order relating to the na-
tional emergencies declared in Executive
Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, or in
Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 2004,
as modified in scope in subsequent Exec-
utive Orders;

• has violated, attempted to violate, con-
spired to violate, or caused a violation of
any license, order, regulation, or prohibi-
tion contained in, or issued pursuant to,
to the extent such conduct relates to
property and interests in property of any
person subject to United States sanctions
concerning Iran or Syria, Executive Or-
der 13382 of June 28, 2005, any Execu-
tive Order subsequent to Executive Or-
der 13382 of June 28, 2005, that relates
to the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 12938 of November 14,
1994, or any Executive Order relating to
the national emergency declared in Ex-

ecutive Order 13224 of September 23,
2001;

• has facilitated deceptive transactions for
or on behalf of any person subject to
United States sanctions concerning Iran
or Syria; or 

• is owned or controlled by, or is acting or
purporting to act for or on behalf of, di-
rectly or indirectly, any person deter-
mined to meet the criteria set forth
above.

The measures to be imposed on the foreign
persons determined to meet one or more of
these criteria are prohibitions on all transac-
tions or dealings, whether direct or indirect, in-
volving such persons, including any exporting,
reexporting, importing, selling, purchasing,
transporting, swapping, brokering, approving,
financing, facilitating, or guaranteeing, in or
related to (i) any goods, services, or technology
in or intended for the United States, or (ii) any
goods, services, or technology provided by or
to United States persons, wherever located.
The order also suspends entry into the United
States of the foreign persons determined to
meet the above criteria.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA, as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order.

All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate mea-
sures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. Executive Order 13608 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.
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