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[President Karzai's remarks were joined in
progress.]

President Karzai. prosperity and peace
for the people of Afghanistan.

Stability in Afghanistan and peace in Af-
ghanistan—people will sleep, will be safe in
their house, and also law-abiding citizens.
Their life will be—will not threat their life by
any forces. The people of Afghanistan in past
three decades, they didn’t have this, so now
they want. This is the responsibility of Govern-
ment of Afghanistan to fulfill the wishes of the
people of Afghanistan to a better life, better fu-
ture, and peace and prosperity and changing to
reality for them.

For us, people of Afghanistan, as we know,
this is a very important years in our life of our
country and the people of Afghanistan. The
people of Afghanistan want the transition Af-
ghanistan before the 2014—end of—we will
get all the responsibility to—and the end of—
take the responsibility for the people of Af-
ghanistan as one of our responsibility to—we
have to take to—/[inaudible].

With the—accepting this responsibility of
this—all the forces who were in Afghanistan
past 10 years, they worked with us, helped us,
and support us—go back to their country. And
of course, the people of Afghanistan will never
forget their help and their support and also
their relationship with this country. We will
start a new start with this relationship, and we
will continue with this relationship.

And, Mr. President, sir, I just want to say,
and this—all the help and support the people
of the United States and—to the people of Af-
ghanistan did it, T thank you for that from the
bottom my heart, sir. And I just—well, thank
you. And also, we just want to thank you, sir,
for the—all the—which is provide all the nec-
essary to bring this strategic partnership for
signing today—or tonight. And T just thank
your—all your team, which is Ryan Crocker—
Ambassador Crocker, General Allen. I thank
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them for the hard work that with our team
worked together. They were—very patiently
worked together and continue this dialogue.
Today we will see the result of this talking and
communication. Today we sign it.

And T just want to thank you. I just ask you
to, sir, to give your speech, sir. Thank you very
much.

President Obama. President Karzai, leaders
of the Afghan Government and society who are
here, and most of all, to the Afghan people,
thank you so much for welcoming me here to-
day, especially in these beautiful surroundings.

I too want to thank Ambassador Ryan
Crocker and National Security Adviser Spanta
and their teams for the extraordinary work that
brought about this day.

I've come to Afghanistan to mark a historic
moment for our two nations, and to do so on
Afghan soil. I'm here to affirm the bonds be-
tween our countries, to thank American and
Afghans who have sacrificed so much over
these last 10 years, and to look forward to a fu-
ture of peace and security and greater prosper-
ity for our nations.

Neither Americans nor the Afghan people
asked for this war. Yet, for a decade, we've
stood together to drive Al Qaida from its
camps, to battle an insurgency, and to give the
people of Afghanistan the possibility to live in
peace and in dignity. The wages of war have
been great for both our nations. But today,
with the signing of the strategic partnership
agreement, we look forward to a future of
peace.

Together, we’ve made much progress.
We've reached an agreement to transition de-
tention facilities to Afghan control and to put
Afghans in the lead on special operations. And
today were agreeing to a—to be long-term
partners in combating terrorism and training
Afghan security forces and strengthening dem-
ocratic institutions and supporting develop-
ment and protecting human rights of all Af-
ghans. With this agreement, the Afghan people



and the world should know that Afghanistan
has a friend and a partner in the United States.

Mr. President, there will be difficult days
ahead. But as we move forward with our transi-
tion, I'm confident that Afghan forces will
grow stronger, the Afghan people will take
control of their future. With this agreement, I
am confident that the Afghan people will un-
derstand that the United States will stand by
them, and they will know that the United
States can achieve our goal of destroying Al
Qaida and denying it a safe haven, but at the
same time, we have the capacity to wind down
this war and usher in a new era of peace here
in Afghanistan.

Mr. President, I'm reminded of all who
made the ultimate sacrifice in Afghanistan, in-
cluding members of your own family. I pay
tribute to those Afghans who have lost their
lives alongside our men and women and sacri-
ficed for their country. Of course, our hearts
are heavy as we remember so many who have
died in this war. I'm grateful that this agree-
ment pays tribute to the sacrifices made by the
American people here in Afghanistan.

As T've said before, the United States has
not come here to claim resources or to claim
territory. We came with a very clear mission:
We came to destroy Al Qaida. And we have

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / May 2

enormous respect for Afghan sovereignty and
the dignity of the Afghan people. Together,
we're now committed to replacing war with
peace and pursuing a more hopeful future as
equal partners.

To borrow words from this agreement, we
“are committed to seeking a future of justice,
peace, security, and opportunity.” And I'm
confident that although our challenges are not
yet behind us, that the future before us is
bright.

Thank you so much, Mr. President.

President Karzai. Thank you.

[At this point, President Obama and President
Karzai signed the agreement. ]

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 a.m. at the
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he referred
to National Security Adviser Rangin Dadfar
Spanta of Afghanistan. President Karzai re-
ferred to Gen. John R. Allen, USMC, com-
mander, NATO International Security Assis-
tance Force, Afghanistan. President Karzai
spoke in Pashto and Dari, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. A portion of
these remarks could not be verified because
the audio was incomplete.

Joint Statement—Enduring Strategic Partnership Agreement Between the
United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

May 2, 2012
I. PREAMBLE

The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (“Af-
ghanistan”) and the United States of America
(“United States”) have partnered closely since
2001 to respond to threats to international peace
and security and help the Afghan people chart a
secure, democratic, and prosperous future. As a
result, Afghanistan is now on a path towards sus-
tainable self-reliance in security, governance,
economic and social development, and construc-
tive partnership at the regional level.

The Parties express their appreciation for
the November 2011 Traditional Loya Jirga,
which declared: “Emphasizing the need to pre-
serve the achievements of the past ten years,
respect the Afghan Constitution, women’s
rights, freedom of speech, and taking into con-
sideration the prevailing situation in the re-
gion, strategic cooperation with the United
States of America, which is a strategic ally of
the people and government of Afghanistan, is
considered important in order to ensure
political, economic and military security of the
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