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loaded down with debt, that had something to
do with our economy. But what they really
meant was, this distracts from our basic argu-
ment that you’re frustrated and it’s Obama’s
fault. [Laughter] And they will spend hundreds
of millions of dollars trying to drill that home.

But I’m not worried. And the reason I’m not
worried is because of you, because I believe
that if we are getting our message out effec-
tively, if we are describing not only what we’ve
done over the last 3½ years, not only the 2½
million young people who have health insur-
ance who wouldn’t otherwise have it because
they can stay on their parent’s plan, not just ev-
erything that we’ve done to make sure that
we’re changing the rules on things like people
being able to visit their loved ones in hospitals,
not just everything that we’ve done in terms of
restoring the auto industry, but when we de-
scribe what we plan to do for the future, if we
can get that message out effectively, I believe
we’ll win. But more importantly, the country
will win.

But I’m going to need all of you. This is go-
ing to be a tough race. It is going to be a tight
race. Nobody should be taking this for granted,
especially when I come to New York some-
times people go around and say, I don’t know
anybody who is not supporting you, Barack.
[Laughter] I say, you live in Manhattan, man.
[Laughter]

This is going to be a challenging race. But
we can win as long as all of you are activated, as
long as all of you are motivated, as long as
you’re doing everything you can, not just mak-

ing phone calls, not just raising money, but I
want folks out hitting the streets, knocking on
doors, talking to your family, talking to your
friends.

In 2008, a lot of people were skeptical, but
we showed them that when ordinary folks are
motivated, they can’t be stopped. When they
decide it’s time for change to happen, change
happens. And that’s going to happen this time
as well.

I used to say in 2008, I’m not a perfect man,
and I’m not going to be a perfect President,
but I’d always tell you what I thought, I always
would tell you where I stood, and I’d work ev-
ery single day—every day I would wake up
thinking about how I could make your lives
better and making sure that every kid out there
has the same kind of amazing possibilities that
Malia and Sasha have. And that promise I’ve
kept.

So I still believe in you. I hope you still be-
lieve in me. And if you do, I’m absolutely posi-
tive we’re going to win this election.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at the
Rubin Museum of Art. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to musician and actor Ricky Martin; phi-
lanthropists Donald and Shelley Rubin; former
Kansas State Rep. Rajeev K. Goyle; Sen. John
S. McCain III, in his capacity as the 2008 Re-
publican Presidential nominee; and Republi-
can Presidential candidate former Gov. W.
Mitt Romney of Massachusetts.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in New York City
May 14, 2012

Thank you. Well, first of all, let me thank
Tony and Amie for hosting us here today. De-
scribing what it’s like to have people move fur-
niture out of six of your rooms—[laughter]—
and I’ve been assured that it will all be put
back where it was. [Laughter]

I want to thank all of you for being here.
And frankly, because this is a nice, intimate
setting, I’m not going to spend a lot of time
talking at the top; I want to spend most of the

time answering your questions, taking your
comments, having a conversation.

I tell you though, I couldn’t make the argu-
ment too much better than Tony just made it.
When I ran in 2008, it was based on the prem-
ise that America was built on the idea that any-
body can make it if they try, that everybody
gets a fair shot, everybody does their fair share,
everybody plays by the same rules. And that
idea had been slipping away for too long. So



May 14 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

620

you’d seen a decade of sluggish job growth, in-
comes and wages had flatlined even as the cost
of health care and college were going up. And
the question was, how do we restore that sense
of balance?

Now, this is all before we had a sense that
we were going to be experiencing the worst fi-
nancial crisis and the worst economic crisis in
our lifetimes. And over the last 3½ years, obvi-
ously, we have had extraordinary challenges,
challenges unlike any that we’ve seen. And
there are a lot of folks still hurting out there: a
lot of people who are still looking for work or
underemployed, a lot of folks whose homes are
still underwater, a lot of people who are fearful
or anxious about the future.

But we’ve made progress. The good news is,
is that over the last 2 years, we’ve created more
than 4 million jobs, a million jobs in the last 6
months—close to the last 6 months alone. We
have been able to restore the greatness of the
U.S. auto industry at a time when a lot of folks
thought it would liquidate. We’ve doubled
clean energy production. We’ve been able to
start seeing manufacturing come back to our
shores in a way that a lot of people hadn’t an-
ticipated. The financial system, although it is
still healing, is in obviously much better shape
than it was back in 2007, 2008.

So we’ve made some progress. Now, the
reason I’m running is we haven’t made enough
yet. We still have a long way to go. And this
election is going to present as stark a choice in
terms of visions for the future as any election
that we’ve seen in a very long time. I believe
that the free market is the greatest wealth gen-
erator ever devised by man, and it’s at the
heart, at the core, of who we are. I think risk
takers and innovators should be rewarded. I
think all of us benefit from the freedom of free
enterprise.

But if you look at our history, what we also
realize is that what makes our markets work
and what allows us then to go out and pursue
our individual dreams is that there are some
things we’ve done in concert. There are some
things that we’ve done as a common enter-
prise: making sure that our schools are teach-
ing our kids the skills that they need to com-

pete in a new economy; making certain that
we’re investing in science and research so that
the next medical breakthrough or the next
great business idea takes root right here in the
United States; making sure we’re investing in
roads and bridges and airports and broadband
lines and wireless networks that allow—that
provide a platform for businesses and individu-
als to succeed; and making sure that we’ve got
basic rules of the road in place so that the mar-
kets function in a transparent, clear way so that
small investors have confidence if they invest
on Wall Street they’re not going to get bilked
by somebody who has more information than
them; that we make sure that our financial sys-
tem is stable and that we’re not going to tip
over into a situation where, because of some-
body’s miscalculation or sometimes just be-
cause of panic, suddenly, the whole system is at
risk; making sure that we have a basic safety
net so that seniors who have worked all their
lives can count on Social Security and Medi-
care; that the most vulnerable among us are
cared for through programs like Medicaid; and
making sure that something like health care is
not the luxury of a few, but is something that if
people are playing by the rules and working
hard, they can count on, and they don’t have to
worry about losing their home because their
child gets sick.

And in this campaign, what’s going to be
tested is whether that view which says, yes, we
believe in individual initiative and we believe
in risk-taking and we believe in markets and
entrepreneurship, but we also believe in doing
some things together, because all of us prosper
from that, whether that’s a better idea. Or the
better idea is just, everybody is on their own,
we slash taxes more for those of us who have
been incredibly fortunate and blessed by this
system, slowly those rungs on the ladder to up-
ward mobility start to fray; people are left to
fend for themselves. There is a theory that that
somehow is going to unleash the kind of
growth that we imagine for this country. And
my argument is, is that we tried it and it
doesn’t work. It’s not good for the markets. It’s
not good for business. It’s not good for con-
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sumers. It’s not good for our kids. It’s not good
for our future.

And that’s ultimately what this election is
going to be about. When you cut through all
the other stuff—there’s going to be a lot of
noise and a lot of day-to-day skirmishes and ar-
guing—but ultimately, it’s going to come down
to, whose vision do you believe? And I think
we’ve got the facts and the evidence on our
side. And the fact that you’re all here today
tells me that you’re interested in that same
kind of vision, one in which our kids succeed,
but you know what, other people’s kids suc-
ceed too. Because I think that will be a better
America and a better world for our kids as well.

This is going to be a tough election. This is
going to be a close election precisely because
there are folks out there who are still hurting.
But I’m pretty confident that if we work hard,
if we stay true to that vision, that it’s the one
that the American people believe in as well.

So I’m grateful for your help. I’m looking
forward to your questions. And I hope you are
ready to get to work. All right, thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:56 p.m. at the
residence of Amie and Hamilton E. “Tony”
James. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 15. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at the National Peace Officers Memorial Service
May 15, 2012

Please have a seat. Thank you so much.
Thank you, Chuck, for that very kind introduc-
tion. Chuck is a proud police officer, he’s the
proud parent of a police officer, and he has
dedicated his life to law enforcement and their
families. So I want to thank him for his extraor-
dinary service.

I want to recognize the entire Fraternal Or-
der of Police and its leadership, including Jim
Pasco, for all your work on behalf of those who
wear the badge. I’d like to recognize FOP Aux-
iliary President Linda Hennie, all the members
of the FOP Auxiliary, Members of Congress
including Speaker Boehner, Congressman
Hoyer, and Senator Leahy, as well as members
of my administration. And most of all, I want to
acknowledge and thank the families of those
who have fallen.

As Scripture tells us, “Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they shall be called sons of God.”
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God.

Our country’s law enforcement officers use
force when they have to. They are well armed,
and they are well trained. But they never for-
get that theirs is a mission of peace. Their job is
to keep the peace, to allow all of us to enjoy
peace in our neighborhoods and for our fami-
lies. And today, with heavy hearts, we honor

those who gave their lives in the service of that
mission. Their families are in our thoughts and
prayers, as we remember the quiet courage of
the men and women we have lost.

These are officers like Detective John Fal-
cone, of Poughkeepsie, New York. In Febru-
ary, Detective Falcone responded to a “shot
fired” call on Main Street. And when he ar-
rived on the scene, he saw a man holding a gun
with one hand and a small child with the other.

In a situation like that, every instinct pushes
us towards self-preservation. But when the sus-
pect fled, still holding the child, Detective Fal-
cone didn’t think twice. He took off in pursuit,
and tragically, in the struggle that followed, he
was shot and killed. He is survived by his par-
ents.

But there’s another survivor as well: a 3-
year-old child who might not be alive today
had it not been for the sacrifice of a hero who
gave his life for another.

This willingness to risk everything for a com-
plete stranger is extraordinary. And yet, among
our Nation’s law enforcement officers, it is also
commonplace. Last summer, the North Platte
River was running high near Douglas, Wyo-
ming. When a teenage girl got caught in the
current, Deputy Bryan Gross, of the Converse
County Sheriff’s Office, jumped in after her.
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