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hire an extra 2 people; maybe we hire an extra
3 people; maybe we hire an extra 10 people.

And they will have additional resources to
continue to grow and to continue to expand.
It’s something that in the past has been an idea
that garnered support from Democrats and
Republicans. There’s no reason why we
shouldn’t act on that right now, the same way
that we should be allowing all families to refi-
nance, because if they’ve got an extra $3,000 in
their pocket, then they can buy more hoagies
or go shop for some outstanding organic foods.

And it’s the same reason why all the other
items on the to-do list could really make a dif-
ference. For example, some of these small
businesses may be interested in hiring a veter-
an, and we’ve already done a lot of work on
veterans hiring. A lot of the items on the to-do
list is a veterans job corps that could potentially
put some veterans who are coming back from

Iraq and Afghanistan to work rebuilding Amer-
ica.

So my message to Congress—and I’m going
to have a chance to see the congressional lead-
ership when I get back to the White House;
I’m going to offer them some hoagies while
they’re there—is let’s go ahead and act to help
build and sustain momentum for our economy.
There will be more than enough time for us to
campaign and politick, but let’s make sure that
we don’t lose steam at a time when a lot of
folks like these are feeling pretty optimistic
and are ready to go.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. at
Taylor Gourmet delicatessen. In his remarks,
he referred to Casey Patten and David Mazza,
owners, Taylor Gourmet. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks on Presenting Posthumously the Medal of Honor to Specialist Les-
lie H. Sabo, Jr.
May 16, 2012

The President. Please be seated. Thank you,
General Rutherford. Good afternoon, every-
one. We gather today to present the Medal of
Honor for valor above and beyond the call of
duty. In so doing we celebrate the soldier, the
life that produced such gallantry, Specialist
Leslie H. Sabo, Jr.

Today is also a solemn reminder that when
an American does not come home from war, it
is our military families and veterans who bear
that sacrifice for a lifetime. They are spouses,
like Rose Mary, who all these years since Viet-
nam still displays in her home her husband’s
medals and decorations. They are siblings, like
Leslie’s big brother George, who carries the
childhood memories of his little brother tag-
ging along at his side. And they are our veter-
ans, like the members of Bravo Company, who
still speak of their brother Les with reverence
and with love.

Rose, George, Bravo Company, more than a
hundred family and friends, Michelle and I are
honored to welcome you to the White House.

The Medal of Honor is the highest military
decoration that America can bestow. It reflects
the gratitude of the entire Nation. So we’re
joined by Members of Congress and leaders
from across our Armed Forces, including Sec-
retary of Defense Leon Panetta; Vice Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs Sandy Winnefeld; from
the Army, Secretary John McHugh and Chief
of Staff General Ray Odierno; and from the
Marine Corps, the Commandant, General Jim
Amos.

We’re honored to be joined by Vietnam vet-
erans, including recipients of the Medal of
Honor. And we’re joined by those who have
carried on Les’s legacy in our time, in Iraq and
Afghanistan, members of the 101st Airborne
Division, the legendary Screaming Eagles.

This gathering of soldiers, past and present,
could not be more timely. As a nation, we’ve
ended the war in Iraq. We are moving towards
an end to the war in Afghanistan. After a de-
cade of war, our troops are coming home. And
this month, we’ll begin to mark the 50th
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anniversary of the Vietnam war, a time when,
to our shame, our veterans did not always re-
ceive the respect and the thanks they deserved,
a mistake that must never be repeated. And
that’s where I want to begin today, because the
story of this Medal of Honor reminds us of our
sacred obligations to all who serve.

It was 1999, around Memorial Day, and a
Vietnam vet from the 101st was at the National
Archives. He was doing research for an article.
And there, among the stacks, an archivist
brought him a box. And he took off the lid. And
inside, he found a file, marked with the name
“Leslie H. Sabo, Jr.” And there it was, a pro-
posed citation for the Medal of Honor. And so
this Vietnam veteran set out to find answers.
Who was Leslie Sabo? What did he do? And
why did he never receive that medal? Today,
four decades after Leslie’s sacrifice, we can set
the record straight.

I just spent some time with Rose and
George and the Sabo family. Last week
marked 42 years since Les gave his life. This
soldier, this family, has a uniquely American
story. Les was actually born in Europe, after
World War II, to a family of Hungarian refu-
gees. And as the Iron Curtain descended, they
boarded a boat for America and arrived at Ellis
Island, past the Statue of Liberty. They settled
in the steel town of Ellwood City, Pennsylva-
nia. Les’s father worked hard, pulled his family
into the middle class. And when Les was a
teenager, the family went to the county court-
house together, raised their hands and became
proud American citizens.

They say that Les was one of the nicest guys
you’d ever want to meet. He loved a good joke.
He loved to bowl. He could have given me
some tips. [Laughter] Rose says he was pretty
good looking too. That’s what I hear.

He’d do anything for anybody. And when
George went to college, Les looked after their
mom. When George went to night school, Les
helped care for his three young sons. When
Les fell in love with Rose—who couldn’t wait
to start a life together—he slipped the ring on
her finger, right there in his car, while stopped
at a red light. [Laughter] And as he headed out
for Vietnam, he stopped at a shop and ordered

some flowers for his mom, for Mother’s Day,
and for Rose, for her birthday.

For Les and Bravo Company, those early
months of 1970 were a near constant battle,
pushing through jungles and rice paddies in
their heavy packs, enduring incredible heat
and humidity, the monsoon rains that never
seemed to stop, an enemy that could come out
of nowhere and then vanish just as fast. For his
bravery in battle, Les earned the respect of his
comrades. And for his family, he wrote home
every chance he could.

When American forces were sent into Cam-
bodia, Bravo Company helped lead the way.
They were moving up a jungle trail. They en-
tered a clearing. And that’s when it hap-
pened—an ambush. Some 50 American sol-
diers were nearly surrounded by some 100
North Vietnamese fighters. Said Les’s com-
rades, “The enemy was everywhere”—in bun-
kers, behind trees, up in the trees, shooting
down. And they opened up on them.

And Les was in the rear, and he could have
stayed there. But those fighters were unload-
ing on his brothers. So Les charged forward
and took several of those fighters out. The ene-
my moved to outflank them. And Les attacked
and drove them back. Ammo was running low.
Les ran across a clearing to grab more. An ene-
my grenade landed near a wounded American.
Les picked it up and he threw it back. And as
that grenade exploded, he shielded that soldier
with his own body.

Throughout history, those who have known
the horror of war, and the love behind all great
sacrifice, have tried to put those emotions into
words. After the First World War, one soldier
wrote this: “They are more to me than life,
these voices, they are more than motherliness
and more than fear; they are the strongest,
most comforting thing there is anywhere: they
are the voices of my comrades.”

Those were the voices Leslie Sabo heard
that day: his comrades, pinned down, at risk of
being overrun. And so, despite his wounds, de-
spite the danger, Leslie did something extraor-
dinary. He began to crawl straight toward an
enemy bunker, its machine guns blazing.
Those who were there said the enemy zeroed
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in with everything they had. But Les kept
crawling, kept pulling himself along, closer to
that bunker, even as the bullets hit the ground
all around him.

And then, he grabbed a grenade and he
pulled the pin. It’s said he held that grenade
and didn’t throw it until the last possible mo-
ment, knowing it would take his own life, but
knowing he could silence that bunker. And he
did. He saved his comrades who meant more
to him than life.

Leslie Sabo left behind a wife who adored
him, a brother who loved him, parents who
cherished him, and family and friends who ad-
mired him. But they never knew. For decades,
they never knew their Les had died a hero.
The fog of war and paperwork that seemed to
get lost in the shuffle meant this story was al-
most lost to history.

And so today we thank that Vietnam vet who
found Les’s files in the Archives and who was
determined to right this wrong—that’s Tony
Mabb, who joins us here today. Where’s Tony?
Tony, thank you.

We salute Les’s buddy, George Koziol, who,
wounded in his hospital bed, first drafted the
citation we’ll hear today and who spent the last
years of his life fighting to get Les the recogni-
tion that he deserved.

And most of all, we salute the men who were
there in that clearing in the jungle. More than
two dozen were wounded. Along with Les, sev-
en other soldiers gave their lives that day. And
those who came home took on one last mis-
sion, and that was to make sure America would
honor their fallen brothers. They had no idea
how hard it would be or how long it would
take.

Instead of being celebrated, our Vietnam
veterans were often shunned. They were called
many things, when there was only one thing
that they deserved to be called, and that was
American patriots. In 2 weeks, on Memorial
Day, Michelle and I will join our Vietnam vet-
erans and their families at the wall to mark the
50th anniversary of their service. It will be an-
other chance for America to say to our Vietnam
veterans what should have been said when you
first came home: You did your job; you served

with honor; you made us proud. And here to-
day, as I think Les would have wanted it, I’d
ask the members of Bravo Company to stand
and accept the gratitude of our Nation.

So yes, this Medal of Honor is bestowed on
a single soldier for his singular courage. But it
speaks to the service of an entire generation
and to the sacrifice of so many military fami-
lies. Because, you see, there is one final chap-
ter to this story.

You’ll recall that as he shipped out to Viet-
nam, Les stopped at that flower shop. Well,
the day he gave his life was Mother’s Day. And
on that day the flowers he had ordered arrived
for his mom. And the day he was laid to rest
was the day before Rose’s birthday. And she
received the bouquet he had sent her, a dozen
red roses. That’s the kind of guy—the soldier,
the American—that we celebrate today.

Les’s mother and father did not live to see
this day. But in his story we see the shining val-
ues that keep our military strong and keep
America great. We see the patriotism of fami-
lies who give our Nation a piece of their heart:
their husbands and wives, their sons and their
daughters. And we see the devotion of citizens
who put on the uniform, who kiss their families
goodbye, who are willing to lay down their lives
so that we can live ours in peace and in free-
dom.

No words will ever be truly worthy of their
service. And no honor can ever fully repay
their sacrifice. But on days such as this we can
pay tribute. We can express our gratitude. And
we can thank God that there are patriots and
families such as these. So, on behalf of the
American people, please join me in welcoming
Rose for the reading of the citation.

[At this point, Maj. Gary Marlowe, USAF, Air
Force Aide to the President, read the citation,
and the President presented the medal. Follow-
ing the presentation, Brig. Gen. Donald L.
Rutherford, USA, Army Chief of Chaplains,
said a prayer.]

The President. I want to thank everybody for
their attendance. Please give another round of
applause to the Sabo family. I hope that
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everybody enjoys the reception. I hear the
food is pretty good around here. [Laughter]

God bless you. God bless our troops. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rose Mary Sabo-Brown,
widow of Spc. Sabo.

Message to the Congress on Blocking Property of Persons Threatening the
Peace, Security, or Stability of Yemen
May 16, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) declaring a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States posed
by the actions and policies of certain members
of the Government of Yemen and others to
threaten Yemen’s peace, security, and stability.

The order does not target the entire country
of Yemen or its government, but rather targets
those who threaten the peace, security, or sta-
bility of Yemen, including by obstructing the
implementation of the agreement of Novem-
ber 23, 2011, between the Government of Ye-
men and those in opposition to it, which pro-
vides for a peaceful transition of power that
meets the legitimate demands and aspirations
of the Yemeni people for change, or by ob-
structing the political process in Yemen. The
order provides criteria for the blocking of
property and interests in property of persons
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury,
in consultation with the Secretary of State, to:

• have engaged in acts that directly or indi-
rectly threaten the peace, security, or sta-
bility of Yemen, such as acts that obstruct
the implementation of the agreement of
November 23, 2011, between the Gov-
ernment of Yemen and those in opposi-
tion to it, which provides for a peaceful
transition of power in Yemen, or that ob-
struct the political process in Yemen;

• be a political or military leader of an entity
that has engaged in the acts described above;

• have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, the acts described
above or any person whose property and
interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to the order; or

• be owned or controlled by, or to have act-
ed or purported to act for or on behalf of,
directly or indirectly, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to the order.

The designation criteria will be applied in
accordance with applicable Federal law includ-
ing, where appropriate, the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to the
President by IEEPA as may be necessary to
carry out the purposes of the order. All agen-
cies of the United States Government are di-
rected to take all appropriate measures within
their authority to carry out the provisions of
the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 16, 2012.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.
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