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everybody enjoys the reception. I hear the
food is pretty good around here. [Laughter]

God bless you. God bless our troops. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rose Mary Sabo-Brown,
widow of Spc. Sabo.

Message to the Congress on Blocking Property of Persons Threatening the
Peace, Security, or Stability of Yemen
May 16, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) declaring a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States posed
by the actions and policies of certain members
of the Government of Yemen and others to
threaten Yemen’s peace, security, and stability.

The order does not target the entire country
of Yemen or its government, but rather targets
those who threaten the peace, security, or sta-
bility of Yemen, including by obstructing the
implementation of the agreement of Novem-
ber 23, 2011, between the Government of Ye-
men and those in opposition to it, which pro-
vides for a peaceful transition of power that
meets the legitimate demands and aspirations
of the Yemeni people for change, or by ob-
structing the political process in Yemen. The
order provides criteria for the blocking of
property and interests in property of persons
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury,
in consultation with the Secretary of State, to:

• have engaged in acts that directly or indi-
rectly threaten the peace, security, or sta-
bility of Yemen, such as acts that obstruct
the implementation of the agreement of
November 23, 2011, between the Gov-
ernment of Yemen and those in opposi-
tion to it, which provides for a peaceful
transition of power in Yemen, or that ob-
struct the political process in Yemen;

• be a political or military leader of an entity
that has engaged in the acts described above;

• have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, the acts described
above or any person whose property and
interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to the order; or

• be owned or controlled by, or to have act-
ed or purported to act for or on behalf of,
directly or indirectly, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to the order.

The designation criteria will be applied in
accordance with applicable Federal law includ-
ing, where appropriate, the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to the
President by IEEPA as may be necessary to
carry out the purposes of the order. All agen-
cies of the United States Government are di-
rected to take all appropriate measures within
their authority to carry out the provisions of
the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 16, 2012.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.
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