AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

May 20 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in Chicago

May 20, 2012

President Obama. Well, T just want to not
only welcome Secretary General Rasmussen to
my hometown of Chicago—my understanding
is he’s already enjoyed some of the sights, and
we were hearing about him jogging along the
lake, appreciating the outstanding views and
the skyline—but more importantly, I want to
thank him for his extraordinary leadership.

Secretary General Rasmussen arrived in this
post during one of most challenging times that
NATO has faced. He has guided us through
some very rocky times, and I think the results
of this NATO summit are reflective of his ex-
traordinary leadership.

At this summit, we anticipate not only ratify-
ing the plan for moving forward in Afghani-
stan—a transition process that will bring the
war to an end at the end of 2014 and put Af-
ghans in the lead for their own security—but
we're also going to be talking about the prog-
ress that we’ve made in expanding NATO’s de-
fense capabilities, ensuring that every NATO
member has a stake and is involved and inte-
grated in our mutual defense efforts.

And we’re going to have an opportunity to
talk about the partnerships that NATO has
been able to set up with like-minded countries
around the world and find ways that we can
deepen and engage those partners to help to
promote security and peace around the world.

All this has happened because of Secretary
General Rasmussen’s leadership. I'm very
proud of the work that he’s done. I think it’s
going to be reflected in the success of this sum-
mit. And on behalf of the American people, we
want to say thank you.

Secretary General Rasmussen. Thank you
very much. Mr. President, I would like to
thank you very much for your strong leader-
ship, for your dedication to our alliance. Amer-
ica has always been a source of strength and in-
spiration in NATO, and I'm very pleased that
we can hold our 25th summit in your home
city, Chicago.

Chicago has always been a place where Eu-
ropeans and North Americans have come to-
gether. And now, we have come together to re-
affirm the unbreakable bond between us.

I look very much forward to a successful
summit, and I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all those who have worked so hard
to make this summit a success. And I would
like to thank the people of Chicago for their
great hospitality.

President Obama. All right. Thank you so
much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:52 p.m. at
McCormick Place convention center.

Remarks at the North Atlantic Council Meeting in Chicago

May 20, 2012

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary General
Anders, T want to take this opportunity on be-
half of all of us to thank you for your outstand-
ing leadership over these past 3 years. And I
want to begin by welcoming each and every one
of you to my hometown. I hope everybody has
enjoyed themselves. I understand some took a
architectural boat tour, some have run along the
lakefront. Chicago is a great place, and we look
forward to having you back again.
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As Anders mentioned, so many people here
in Chicago trace their roots back to NATO
countries. So it’s especially fitting that Chica-
go is the first American city outside of Wash-
ington, DC, ever to host a NATO summit.
Given the moment of silence we just ob-
served, I also want to take the opportunity to
salute Admiral Stavidris, General Abrial, Gen-
eral Allen, and all of our men and women who
are serving in uniform on our behalf, and es-



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:08:31-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




