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If you keep on believing, we’ll finish what
we started in 2008. Change will come. If you
fight with me and press on with me, I promise
you change will come. And we will remind ev-
erybody just why it is that the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:56 p.m. at the
Apollo Theater. In his remarks, he referred to
Ny Whittaker, organizer, Obama for America;
composer, lyricist, and actor Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa; and Sen. John S. McCain III, in his ca-
pacity as the 2008 Republican Presidential
nominee.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 21, 2012

Hello, everybody. On Thursday, I went
down to Florida to visit Disney World, and to
Sasha and Malia’s great disappointment, I was
not there to hang out with Mickey or ride
Space Mountain. Instead, I was there to talk
about steps we’re taking to boost tourism and
create jobs.

Tourism is the number-one service we ex-
port. Every year, tens of millions of tourists
come from all over the world to visit America.
They stay in our hotels, eat at our restaurants,
and see all the sights America has to offer.

That’s good for local businesses. That’s good
for local economies. And the more folks who
visit America, the more Americans we get back
to work. It’s that simple.

We can’t wait to seize this opportunity. As
I’ve said before, I will continue to work with
Congress, States, and leaders in the private
sector to find ways to move this country for-
ward. But where they can’t act or won’t act, I
will. Because we want the world to know that
America is open for business. And that’s why I
announced steps we’re taking to promote
America and make it easier for tourists to come
and visit.

Frequent travelers who pass an extensive
background check will be able to scan their
passports and fingerprints and skip long lines
at immigration at more airports. We’re going to
expand the number of countries where visitors
can get precleared by Homeland Security so
they don’t need a tourist visa. And we’re going
to speed up visa processing for countries with
growing middle classes that can afford to visit
America, countries like China and Brazil.

We want more visitors coming here. We
want them spending money here. It’s good for
our economy, and it will help provide the boost
more businesses need to grow and hire. And
we can’t wait to make it happen.

Too often over the last few months, we’ve
seen Congress drag its feet and refuse to take
steps we know will help strengthen our econo-
my. That’s why this is the latest in a series of
actions I’ve taken on my own to help our econ-
omy keep growing, creating jobs, and restoring
security for middle class families.

In September, we decided to stop waiting
for Congress to fix No Child Left Behind and
give States the flexibility they need to help our
kids meet higher standards. We made sure that
small businesses that have contracts with the
Federal Government can get paid faster so
they can start hiring more people. We made it
easier for veterans to get jobs and put their
skills to work. We took steps to help families
whose home values have fallen refinance their
mortgages and save up to thousands of dollars
a year. We sped up the loan process for compa-
nies that want to rebuild our roads and bridges,
putting construction workers back on the job.
And I appointed Richard Cordray to be Ameri-
ca’s consumer watchdog and protect working
Americans from the worst abuses of the finan-
cial industry.

These are all good steps. Now we need to do
more.

On Tuesday evening, I’ll deliver my State of
the Union Address, where I’ll lay out my blue-
print for actions we need to take together—not
just me, or Congress, but every American—to
rebuild an economy where hard work and
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responsibility are rewarded, an economy that’s
built to last. I hope you’ll tune in. 

In the meantime, I’m going to keep doing
everything I can to make this country not only
the best place to visit and do business, but the
best place to live and work and build a better
life.

Thanks for watching, have a great weekend,
and I’ll see you on Tuesday.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:55 p.m. on January 20 in the East
Room at the White House for broadcast on
January 21. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Richard A. Cordray, Director, Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 20, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on January 21. 

Statement on the 39th Anniversary of the Supreme Court Decision in Roe v.
Wade
January 22, 2012

As we mark the 39th anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, we must remember that this Supreme
Court decision not only protects a woman’s
health and reproductive freedom, but also af-
firms a broader principle: that Government
should not intrude on private family matters. I
remain committed to protecting a woman’s
right to choose and this fundamental constitu-
tional right. While this is a sensitive and often
divisive issue, no matter what our views, we

must stay united in our determination to pre-
vent unintended pregnancies, support preg-
nant woman and mothers, reduce the need for
abortion, encourage healthy relationships, and
promote adoption. And as we remember this
historic anniversary, we must also continue our
efforts to ensure that our daughters have the
same rights, freedoms, and opportunities as
our sons to fulfill their dreams.

Statement on the Resignation of Representative Gabrielle D. Giffords
January 22, 2012

Gabby Giffords embodies the very best of
what public service should be. She’s universally
admired for qualities that transcend party or
ideology: a dedication to fairness, a willingness
to listen to different ideas, and a tireless com-
mitment to the work of perfecting our Union.
That’s why the people of Arizona chose Gabby:
to speak and fight and stand up for them.
That’s what brought her to a supermarket in
Tucson last year: so she could carry their hopes
and concerns to Washington. And we know it is
with the best interests of her constituents in
mind that Gabby has made the tough decision
to step down from Congress.

Over the last year, Gabby and her husband
Mark have taught us the true meaning of hope
in the face of despair, determination in the
face of incredible odds, and now, even after
she’s come so far, Gabby shows us what it
means to be selfless as well.

Gabby’s cheerful presence will be missed in
Washington. But she will remain an inspiration
to all whose lives she touched—myself includ-
ed. And I’m confident that we haven’t seen the
last of this extraordinary American.

NOTE: The statement referred to Mark E. Kel-
ly, husband of Rep. Giffords.
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