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responsibility are rewarded, an economy that’s
built to last. I hope you’ll tune in. 

In the meantime, I’m going to keep doing
everything I can to make this country not only
the best place to visit and do business, but the
best place to live and work and build a better
life.

Thanks for watching, have a great weekend,
and I’ll see you on Tuesday.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:55 p.m. on January 20 in the East
Room at the White House for broadcast on
January 21. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Richard A. Cordray, Director, Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 20, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on January 21. 

Statement on the 39th Anniversary of the Supreme Court Decision in Roe v.
Wade
January 22, 2012

As we mark the 39th anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, we must remember that this Supreme
Court decision not only protects a woman’s
health and reproductive freedom, but also af-
firms a broader principle: that Government
should not intrude on private family matters. I
remain committed to protecting a woman’s
right to choose and this fundamental constitu-
tional right. While this is a sensitive and often
divisive issue, no matter what our views, we

must stay united in our determination to pre-
vent unintended pregnancies, support preg-
nant woman and mothers, reduce the need for
abortion, encourage healthy relationships, and
promote adoption. And as we remember this
historic anniversary, we must also continue our
efforts to ensure that our daughters have the
same rights, freedoms, and opportunities as
our sons to fulfill their dreams.

Statement on the Resignation of Representative Gabrielle D. Giffords
January 22, 2012

Gabby Giffords embodies the very best of
what public service should be. She’s universally
admired for qualities that transcend party or
ideology: a dedication to fairness, a willingness
to listen to different ideas, and a tireless com-
mitment to the work of perfecting our Union.
That’s why the people of Arizona chose Gabby:
to speak and fight and stand up for them.
That’s what brought her to a supermarket in
Tucson last year: so she could carry their hopes
and concerns to Washington. And we know it is
with the best interests of her constituents in
mind that Gabby has made the tough decision
to step down from Congress.

Over the last year, Gabby and her husband
Mark have taught us the true meaning of hope
in the face of despair, determination in the
face of incredible odds, and now, even after
she’s come so far, Gabby shows us what it
means to be selfless as well.

Gabby’s cheerful presence will be missed in
Washington. But she will remain an inspiration
to all whose lives she touched—myself includ-
ed. And I’m confident that we haven’t seen the
last of this extraordinary American.

NOTE: The statement referred to Mark E. Kel-
ly, husband of Rep. Giffords.
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