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We're not Democrats or Republicans first;
we’re Americans first. That’s what I believe.

And so you should all know I still believe in
you, and I'm asking you to believe in me. Be-
cause, as I told you in 2008, I'm not a perfect
man, and I'll never be a perfect President, but
I told you I'd always tell you what I thought, I'd
always tell you where I stood, and T'd always
wake up every single day fighting as hard as I
can for you. And I have kept that promise. And
I will keep that promise as long as I have the
honor of being your President.

So if you'll fight with me and stick with me
and march with me and press with me, if
you're willing to work even harder this time
than the last time, we’ll move this country for-
ward. We will finish what we started. We'll re-
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mind the world again why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you, Denver. God bless you. God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Denver hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Mancos, CO, resident Tami
Graham; Reps. Jared Polis and Edwin G. Perl-
mutter; John Register, national cochair,
Obama for America; Republican Presidential
candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts; former President William J.
Clinton; W. Harrison Dillard and Herbert P.
Douglas, Jr., members, 1948 U.S. Olympic
team; and Bennett Dodge, infant son of R.
Stanton Dodge, executive vice president, Dish
Network, and his wife Lindsey.
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The President. Thank you, everybody.
Please, please have a seat.

Well, let me start out by just saying that the
Goldman family and Doug and Lisa, they have
had my back from the get-go. At a time when a
lot of people had no idea who I was, they
stepped up and were enormous supporters,
along with some of the people in this room.
They've been great friends. Even though the
boys here beat me in air hockey—{laughter]—
they haven’t rubbed it in, except for when I
show up and they have an air hockey table
here. [Laughter] But they've just been extraor-
dinary supporters, and I could not thank them
more for everything that they've done. So
please give them another round of applause.

I want to thank David Crosby and Graham
Nash for providing some wonderful music. It’s
not every day you get Rock and Roll Hall of
Famers strumming the guitar for you. So we
really appreciate them. And they’ve been won-
derful supporters as well. We really appreciate
that.

I want to thank Don Cheadle for helping to
frame the debate here. And Don has been a
terrific friend as well. I'm not going to talk
about the basketball game we had a couple of

weeks ago. [Laughter] We're not going to say
anything about it.

Actor Don Cheadle. Thank you.

The President. Nothing. [Laughter]

And T want to thank all of you for being
here.

Now, in these kinds of settings, I try not to
give a long speech. What I'd like to do is just
make some very brief remarks at the top, be-
cause I want to save as much time as possible
just for questions, for comments, for advice. I
always get advice at these things so—[laugh-
ter]—I'm sure this crowd will not be shy.

But as has already been said, we’ve gone
through 3% of the toughest years in our life-
times. It wasn’t just the 800,000 jobs a month
that we were losing. We had lost 3 million jobs
before I was even sworn into office. We had
lost 8 million before our economic policies had
a chance to take effect. And we've still got a
long way to go here in California and all across
the country. There are a lot of folks who are
hurting, people are out of work or underem-
ployed, people whose homes are $100,000 un-
derwater and have no sense of how they’ll ever
get out from under the debts that they’ve accu-
mulated. There are an awful lot of young
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people here who are extraordinarily talented,
but don’t see a path or a vision for the future.
So our work is not done.

The good news, though, is that we’re begin-
ning to steer that ship in the right direction.
We've set a path and a target and a direction
where this is again a country where everybody
gets a fair shot, everybody does their fair share,
everybody plays by the same set of rules. A lot
of that has to do with making sure that every
kid in this country is getting a good education.
And T could not be prouder of the work that
we’ve done on education reform.

A lot of it has to do with making sure that
higher education is not a luxury. And it’s not
just 4-year colleges. We need more engineers,
we need more scientists, we need more Stan-
ford grads, but we also need folks who are go-
ing to community colleges and are able to get
the skills and the training that they need in or-
der to compete for jobs the 21st century.

We’re making progress when it comes to sci-
ence and innovation and all the investments
that we’ve been making to try to make sure
that we retain the edge that made us into an
economic superpower. We've started to re-
build our infrastructure, not just the infrastruc-
ture of the past, not just roads and bridges, but
also smart grids and high-speed rail.

We're starting to make progress when it
comes to advanced manufacturing, bringing
jobs back here to the United States of America.
And our exports have surged. We're opening
up markets all across the world. And it turns
out that America continues to have the best
workers and the best businesses in the world.
We just have to get organized, and we're start-
ing to do so.

Health care continues to be an extraordinary
challenge, but we're starting to see the impact
of the health care bill. And young people, 2.5
million young people who are able to stay on
their parent’s plan because of the health care
bill, millions of seniors who are seeing reduc-
tions in the cost of their prescription drugs.
And ultimately, 30 million people who right
now are showing up at the emergency room
are going to have the chance for affordable, de-
cent health care coverage. And in the process,
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we're rationalizing the system, so that we start
driving down costs.

We've doubled fuel efficiency standards on
cars. We have doubled the amount of clean en-
ergy that we're producing. We've still got a
long way to go to have the kind of energy strat-
egy that we need. But we actually have seen
our imports of foreign oil drop down under 50
percent, the lowest that it's been in 15 years.
And through not only the production of clean
energy, but massive investments in energy effi-
ciency, we've got a chance to get control of our
energy future in a way that is good for our
economy, good for our national security, and is
good for our environment. And we can start
tackling climate change in a serious way and
lead the world on that issue.

It’s been mentioned that we ended the war
in Iraq. We're in the process of ending the war
in Afghanistan. And in the process, we're also
restoring respect for this country all around the
world. T had a chance to speak to 1,100 cadets
who were graduating from the Air Force Acad-
emy this afternoon—this morning. And I told
them, don’t buy this whole notion that Ameri-
ca’s influence is declining in the world, be-
cause the truth is, as we travel everywhere, we
continue to be the agenda setters. Folks con-
tinue to look to us to help shape international
rules and norms that allow us to tackle things
like terrorism or climate change or poverty and
development. We continue to be the one indis-
pensible nation. And because we project it
with our values and our ideals and restored a
sense of rule of law, people are paying atten-
tion, people are listening, and people are hun-
gry for our leadership.

So the strides that we’ve made over the last
3% years have been extraordinary, but we've
still got a long way to go. We've got a lot of
work to do. We may not even finish it in 5
years, but I certainly need 5 more years to get
us locked in on where we need to go.

And that’s where all of you come in. A lot of
people here have made a lot of sacrifices to put
me in this office. And you've continued to help
inform and guide a lot of my thinking on a lot
of important issues. But I tell you, we’re not
done. And as much noise as there is out



there—and those of you who follow this stuff
and you're reading blogs and watching cable
TV and it feels like the sky is falling—let me
tell you, when you get out into the country, this
is a country full of decent people who believe
in America and are generous and kind and tol-
erant.

You know, I gave one commencement this
week before I went to the Air Force Academy;
it was the high school graduation at Joplin
High. Now, you'll recall this is a town that had
been devastated by a tornado, and the kids
ended up going to high school in a mall, and
they ended up eating at the food court there
for lunch, which they thought was an improve-
ment. [Laughter] But to see the faces of these
young people and their parents, and all they
had been through—there was a young man
who had lost both his parents in the tornado,
had been thrown and was out for 3 days. When
he finally woke up, he had to go through 5
weeks of rehabilitation, and he had to look af-
ter a sister. And he was graduating this year
and going on to college. And when you talk to a
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young man like that and he says, “T know it’s
not easy, but I don’t quit,” that captures who
we are and what we’re about.

And that’s been displayed—that resilience
and that strength has been displayed—over the
last 3% years, just like it’s been displayed over
the last 300 years. And that’s not fading. That’s
as strong as it’s ever been. And that’s what in-
spires me. That’s what makes me as deter-
mined now, more determined now than I was
in 2008.

So I hope you have that same determina-
tion, because I intend to win this things, and I
intend to keep on changing this country.

So thank you. Thank you. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. at the
residence of Douglas E. and Lisa M. Goldman.
In his remarks, he referred to Jason E. and
Matthew W. Goldman, sons of Mr. and Mrs.
Goldman; and Quinton Anderson, student, Jo-
plin High School in Joplin, MO, and his sister
Grace. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 24.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Redwood City, Cali-

fornia
May 23, 2012

The President. How’s it going, Redwood City?
Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you,
guys. Well, it is good to be back in California.

A couple of people I just want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, your mayor, Alicia Aguirre;
give her a big round of applause—she’s here.
And please give it up for Ben Harper for per-
forming tonight.

Now, you guys can have a seat. I'm going to
be talking for a while. [Laughter] It is good to
see all of you. Are you having fun tonight?

Well, listen, I'm here not just because I
need your help—although I do need your help.
I'll get to that in a second. But I'm here be-
cause your country needs your help.

Now, 4 years ago, we came together because
we wanted to reclaim the basic bargain that
had built the largest middle class and the most
prosperous nation on Earth. We shared a be-

lief that in America, your circumstances
shouldn’t be determined—or your success
shouldn’t be determined by the circumstances
of your birth, right? We—and you can see that
in Redwood City—people from every back-
ground, from every corner not just of the coun-
try, but of the world.

This represents that idea that if you're will-
ing to work hard, you should be able to create a
life for yourself and your family, find a good
job. If you're willing to meet your responsibili-
ties, you should be able to own a home and
maybe start a business, strike out with a new
idea, send your kids to a good school, give
them a chance to do even better than you, no
matter who you are, no matter where you
come from, no matter what you look like, no
matter who you love.
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