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Remarks Honoring the 2011 Stanley Cup Champion Boston Bruins
January 23, 2012

Hello, everybody! Thank you so much.
Thank you. Everybody, please have a seat.

Well, I am happy to welcome the Stanley
Cup champion Boston Bruins to the White
House. I know you are all wicked happy to be
here. [Laughter]

I know there are some Members of Con-
gress, members of my Cabinet who are joining
us today who are also pretty excited to see you.
I understand we got Mayor Menino here.
Where is he? There he is right in front of me.
Great to see you.

The Bruins, the Sox, the Celtics, now the
Patriots. [Laughter] Enough already, Boston.
[Laughter] What’s going on, huh?

Last year, this team endured a long season
and even longer playoffs. They are the first
team in NHL history to win three full seven-
game series. They had some pretty long playoff
beards to show it—to show for it. And I appre-
ciate them looking a little more clean cut as
they come here today. [Laughter]

These Bruins finally brought the Stanley
Cup back to Causeway Street for the first time
since 1972, when Bobby Orr was leading the
team. And obviously, that was before most of
the guys on this stage were born. [Laughter]

Now, Bobby Orr is obviously a hockey leg-
end. He took the ice without a helmet, and
kids, don’t try that at home. He attacked every
puck, and he lived by the motto, “Forget about
style; worry about results.”

Well, that’s what this year’s offense deliv-
ered: big-time results.

Brad Marchand went into the season playing
on the fourth line, but “The Little Ball of
Hate” shrugged off the rookie jitters and—
[laughter]—what’s up with that nickname,
man?—[laughter]—scored five goals in the last
five games of the finals series.

After two series-winning goals to lead the
Bruins to the championships, Nathan Horton
went down hard in game three of the finals.
But that didn’t stop him from doing everything
he could to help his team win. He even
brought some Boston water all the way to Van-

couver and poured it in the ice before decisive
game seven. So Beantown delivered.

And there is no better image of the Bruins
dominance than the tallest player in NHL his-
tory—I’ll let you guess which one that is—
[laughter]—Zdeno Chara, hoisting the cup
above the ice in Vancouver, which is, I’m sure,
the highest that the Stanley Cup had ever
been. [Laughter]

This Stanley Cup was won by defense as
much as by offense. Tim Thomas posted two
shutouts in the Stanley Cup’s finals, set an all-
time record for saves in the postseason. He al-
so earned the honor of being only the second
American ever to be recognized as the Stanley
Cup’s Playoffs MVP.

And together, these players proved that
teamwork is everything. It can overcome inju-
ries, it can overcome long odds. The wise old
man of the team, Mark Recchi, summed up
the season by saying, “We played together, we
drank together”—how much did you drink?—
[laughter]—“we lost together, and we never
wavered.”

I know that loyalty is important in Boston,
which is why the Boston Bruins Foundation
has raised and donated more than $7 million in
charitable contributions for organizations all
across New England.

I want to thank them for bringing their spirit
of service to Washington. They led a hockey
clinic at the Boys and Girls Club—or they’re
going to do that later this afternoon.

These Bruins understand that winning the
Stanley Cup is more than just men on ice. It’s
about the people that stand behind them. And
that’s why, since the last buzzer sounded in
June, the Bruins have been taking their Cup all
over the world to share it with their fans.

Zdeno invited his mailman to check it out,
wheeled it around town in a baby carriage.
[Laughter] Coach Julien’s daughter ate her
morning Cheerios out of it. [Laughter] That’s
pretty cool. The Cup has traveled from the
back of a duck boat in the streets of Boston to
the greens of Pebble Beach and from a sauna
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in Finland to a Slovakian castle. Dennis Se-
idenberg even brought it to his son’s [daugh-
ters’]* christening.

Under the leadership of owner Jeremy Ja-
cobs and Coach Julien, this team has shown a
commitment to the game and to each other
that is a testament to them, but obviously also a
testament to fans who cheer for the black and
gold all around the world. They know that be-
ing a champion doesn’t end when you hang up
your skates at the end of practice or at the end
of the season. And the new banner that hangs
from the rafters of the Garden commemorates
the place that they have earned in history.

And I know that the season is heating up
again, so I don’t want to be too long. I just want
to make sure that I wish everybody good luck

on the ice tomorrow night and during the rest
of the season as well.

Congratulations, gentlemen. Great job. All
right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor Thomas M. Me-
nino of Boston, MA; Robert G. Orr, former de-
fenseman, Brad Marchand, left wing, Nathan
Horton, right wing, Zdeno Chara, defenseman,
Tim Thomas, goaltender, Mark Recchi, former
right wing, Claude Julien, head coach, and
Dennis Seidenberg, defenseman, Boston Bru-
ins; Katryna C. Julien, daughter of Mr. Julien;
and Story and Noah Grace Seidenberg, daugh-
ters of Mr. Seidenberg.

Statement on the European Union’s Sanctions Against Iran
January 23, 2012

I applaud today’s actions by our partners in
the European Union to impose additional
sanctions on Iran in response to the regime’s
continuing failure to fulfill its international ob-
ligations regarding its nuclear program. These
sanctions demonstrate once more the unity of
the international community in addressing the
serious threat presented by Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. The United States will continue to im-

pose new sanctions to increase the pressure on
Iran. On December 31, I signed into law a new
set of sanctions targeting Iran’s Central Bank
and its oil revenues. Today the Treasury De-
partment announced new sanctions on Bank
Tejerat for its facilitation of proliferation, and
we will continue to increase the pressure un-
less Iran acts to change course and comply
with its international obligations.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union
January 24, 2012

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members
of Congress, distinguished guests, and fellow
Americans: Last month, I went to Andrews Air
Force Base and welcomed home some of our
last troops to serve in Iraq. Together, we of-
fered a final, proud salute to the colors under
which more than a million of our fellow citi-
zens fought and several thousand gave their
lives.

We gather tonight knowing that this genera-
tion of heroes has made the United States safer
and more respected around the world. For the

first time in 9 years, there are no Americans
fighting in Iraq. For the first time in two de-
cades, Usama bin Laden is not a threat to this
country. Most of Al Qaida’s top lieutenants
have been defeated. The Taliban’s momentum
has been broken, and some troops in Afghani-
stan have begun to come home.

These achievements are a testament to the
courage, selflessness, and teamwork of Ameri-
ca’s Armed Forces. At a time when too many of
our institutions have let us down, they exceed
all expectations. They’re not consumed with

 * White House correction.
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