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referred to Republican Presidential candidate
former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachu-

setts. He also referred to Jefferson-Jackson
dinners, Democratic Party fundraising events.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 26, 2012

This weekend, folks across the country are
opening up the pool, firing up the grill, and
taking a well-earned moment to relax. But Me-
morial Day is more than a 3-day weekend. In
town squares and national cemeteries, in pub-
lic services and moments of quiet reflection,
we will honor those who loved their country
enough to sacrifice their own lives for it.

This Memorial Day, Michelle and I will join
Gold Star families, veterans, and their families
at Arlington National Cemetery. We’ll pay trib-
ute to patriots of every generation who gave
the last full measure of devotion, from Lexing-
ton and Concord to Iraq and Afghanistan.

Later that day, we’ll join Vietnam veterans
and their families at the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial—the wall. We’ll begin to mark the 50th
anniversary of the Vietnam war. It’s another
chance to honor those we lost at places like
Hue, Khe Sanh, Da Nang, and Hamburger
Hill. And we’ll be calling on you, the American
people, to join us in thanking our Vietnam vet-
erans in your communities.

Even as we honor those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice, we reaffirm our commitment to
care for those who served alongside them, the
veterans who came home. This includes our
newest generation of veterans, from Iraq and
Afghanistan. We have to serve them and their
families as well as they have served us: by mak-
ing sure that they get the health care and bene-
fits they need, by caring for our wounded war-
riors and supporting our military families, and
by giving veterans the chance to go to college,

find a good job, and enjoy the freedom that
they risked everything to protect.

Our men and women in uniform took an
oath to defend our country at all costs, and to-
day, as members of the finest military the
world has ever known, they uphold that oath
with dignity and courage. As President, I have
no higher honor than serving as their Com-
mander in Chief. But with that honor comes a
solemn responsibility, one that gets driven
home every time I sign a condolence letter or
meet a family member whose life has been
turned upside down.

No words can ever bring back a loved one
who has been lost. No ceremony can do justice
to their memory. No honor will ever fill their
absence.

But on Memorial Day, we come together as
Americans to let these families and veterans
know they are not alone. We give thanks for
those who sacrificed everything so that we
could be free. And we commit ourselves to up-
holding the ideals for which so many patriots
have fought and died.

Thank you, God bless you, and have a won-
derful weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12:55 p.m. on May 25 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on May 26.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 25, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on May 26.
The related proclamation of May 25 is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
May 28, 2012

Thank you very much. Please be seated.
Good morning, everybody. Thank you, Secre-
tary Panetta, for your introduction and for your

incredible service to our country. To General
Dempsey, to Major General Linnington, Kath-
ryn Condon, Chaplain Berry, all of you who are
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here today—Active Duty, veterans, family and
friends of the fallen—thank you for allowing
me the privilege of joining you in this sacred
place to commemorate Memorial Day.

These 600 acres are home to Americans
from every part of the country who gave their
lives in every corner of the globe. When a revo-
lution needed to be waged and a Union need-
ed to be saved, they left their homes and took
up arms for the sake of an idea. From the jun-
gles of Vietnam to the mountains of Afghani-
stan, they stepped forward and answered the
call. They fought for a home they might never
return to; they fought for buddies they would
never forget. And while their stories may be
separated by hundreds of years and thousands
of miles, they rest here, together, side by side,
row by row, because each of them loved this
country, and everything it stands for, more
than life itself.

Today we come together as Americans to
pray, to reflect, and to remember these heroes.
But tomorrow this hallowed place will once
again belong to a smaller group of visitors who
make their way through the gates and across
these fields in the heat and in the cold, in the
rain and the snow, following a well-worn path
to a certain spot and kneeling in front of a fa-
miliar headstone.

You are the family and friends of the fallen,
the parents and children, husbands and wives,
brothers and sisters by birth and by sacrifice.
And you too leave a piece of your hearts be-
neath these trees. You too call this sanctuary
home.

Together, your footsteps trace the path of
our history. And this Memorial Day, we mark
another milestone. For the first time in 9 years,
Americans are not fighting and dying in Iraq.
We are winding down the war in Afghanistan,
and our troops will continue to come home.
After a decade under the dark cloud of war, we
can see the light of a new day on the horizon.

Especially for those who’ve lost a loved one,
this chapter will remain open long after the
guns have fallen silent. Today, with the war in
Iraq finally over, it is fitting to pay tribute to
the sacrifice that spanned that conflict.

In March of 2003, on the first day of the in-
vasion, one of our helicopters crashed near the
Iraqi border with Kuwait. On it were four ma-
rines: Major Jay Aubin, Captain Ryan Beaupre,
Corporal Brian Kennedy, and Staff Sergeant
Kendall Waters-Bey. Together, they became
the first American casualties of the Iraq war.
Their families and friends barely had time to
register the beginning of the conflict before
being forced to confront its awesome costs.

Eight years, 7 months, and 25 days later, Ar-
my Specialist David Hickman was on patrol in
Baghdad. That’s when his vehicle struck a
roadside bomb. He became the last of nearly
4,500 American patriots to give their lives in
Iraq. A month after David’s death—the days
before the last American troops, including Da-
vid, were scheduled to come home—I met
with the Hickman family at Fort Bragg. Right
now the Hickmans are beginning a very diffi-
cult journey that so many of your families have
traveled before them, a journey that even more
families will take in the months and years
ahead.

To the families here today, I repeat what I
said to the Hickmans: I cannot begin to fully
understand your loss. As a father, I cannot be-
gin to imagine what it’s like to hear that knock
on the door and learn that your worst fears
have come true. But as Commander in Chief, I
can tell you that sending our troops into harm’s
way is the most wrenching decision that I have
to make. I can promise you, I will never do so
unless it’s absolutely necessary, and that when
we do, we must give our troops a clear mission
and the full support of a grateful nation.

And as a country, all of us can and should
ask ourselves how we can help you shoulder a
burden that nobody should have to bear alone.
As we honor your mothers and fathers, your
sons and daughters, we have given—who have
given their last full measure of devotion to this
country, we have to ask ourselves how can we
support you and your families and give you
some strength?

One thing we can do is remember these he-
roes as you remember them: not just as a rank
or a number or a name on a headstone, but as
Americans, often far too young, who were



May 28 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

690

guided by a deep and abiding love for their
families, for each other, and for this country.

We can remember Jay Aubin, the pilot, who
met his wife on an aircraft carrier, and told his
mother before shipping out, “If anything hap-
pens to me, just know I’m doing what I love.”

We can remember Ryan Beaupre, the for-
mer track star, running the leadoff leg, always
the first one into action, who quit his job as an
accountant and joined the Marines because he
wanted to do something more meaningful with
his life.

We can remember Brian Kennedy, the rock
climber and lacrosse fanatic, who told his fa-
ther 2 days before his helicopter went down
that the marines he served alongside were
some of the best men he’d ever dealt with, and
they’d be his friends forever.

We can remember Kendall Waters-Bey, a
proud father, a proud son of Baltimore, who
was described by a fellow servicemember as “a
light in a very dark world.”

And we can remember David Hickman, a
freshman in high school when the war began, a
fitness fanatic who half-jokingly called himself
Zeus, a loyal friend with an infectious laugh.

We can remember them. And we can meet
our obligations to those who did come home,
and their families who are in the midst of a dif-
ferent, but very real battle of their own.

To all our men and women in uniform who
are here today, know this: The patriots who
rest beneath these hills were fighting for many
things—for their families, for their flag—but
above all, they were fighting for you. As long as
I’m President, we will make sure you and your
loved ones receive the benefits you’ve earned
and the respect you deserve. America will be
there for you.

And finally, for all of you who carry a special
weight on your heart, we can strive to be a na-
tion worthy of your sacrifice, a nation that is
fair and equal, peaceful, and free, a nation that
weighs the cost of every human life, a nation
where all of us meet our obligations to one an-
other and to this country that we love. That’s
what we can do.

As President, I have no higher honor and no
greater responsibility than serving as Com-
mander in Chief of the greatest military the
world has ever known. And on days like this, I
take pride in the fact that this country has al-
ways been home to men and women willing to
give of themselves until they had nothing more
to give. I take heart in the strength and resolve
of those who still serve, both here at home and
around the world. And I know that we must al-
ways strive to be worthy of your sacrifice.

God bless you. God bless the fallen. God
bless our men and women in uniform, and may
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. in
the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred to
Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, USA, Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff; Maj. Gen. Michael S. Lin-
nington, USA, commanding general, and Col.
Steven L. Berry, USA, command chaplain,
Joint Force Headquarters-National Capital
Region and Military District of Washington;
Kathryn A. Condon, Executive Director, Army
National Military Cemeteries; Rhonda Aubin,
wife, and Nancy Chamberlain, mother, of Maj.
Jay T. Aubin, USMC; and Mark D. Kennedy,
father of Cpl. Brian M. Kennedy, USMC. The
related proclamation of May 25 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War
May 28, 2012

Good afternoon, everybody. Chuck,
thank you for your words and your friend-
ship and your life of service. Veterans of the
Vietnam war, families, friends, distin-
guished guests: I know it is hot, but you are
here to honor your loved ones. And Mi-

chelle and I could not be more honored to
be here with you.

It speaks to the complexity of America’s
time in Vietnam that, even now, historians can-
not agree on precisely when the war began.
American advisers had served there and died
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