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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Designations Under the King-
pin Act
June 1, 2012

Dear __________:

This report to the Congress, under section
804(a) of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Des-
ignation Act, 21 U.S.C. 1903(b)(1) (the “King-
pin Act”), transmits my designations of the fol-
lowing three foreign individuals as appropriate
for sanctions under the Kingpin Act and re-
ports my direction of sanctions against them
under the Act:

Naser Kelmendi (Bosnia and Herzegovina)
Sayed Wazir Shah (Afghanistan)
Jose Antonio Soto Gastelum (Mexico)

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Carl M.
Levin, chairman, and John S. McCain III,
ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Max S. Baucus, chairman, and

Orrin G. Hatch, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Finance; John F. Kerry, chair-
man, and Richard G. Lugar, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Pat-
rick J. Leahy, chairman, and Charles E. Grass-
ley, ranking member, Senate Committee on
the Judiciary; Dianne Feinstein, chair, and
Saxby C. Chambliss, vice chairman, Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence; Howard P.
“Buck” McKeon, chairman, and Adam Smith,
ranking member, House Committee on Armed
Services; Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, chair, and
Howard L. Berman, ranking member, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs; Lamar S.
Smith, chairman, and John J. Conyers, Jr.,
ranking member, House Committee on the Ju-
diciary; Mike Rogers, chairman, and C.A.
Dutch Ruppersberger, ranking member,
House Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence; and Dave Camp, chairman, and Sand-
er M. Levin, ranking member, House Commit-
tee on Ways and Means.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Chicago, Illinois
June 1, 2012

The President. Hey, Chicago! Thank you.
Ah, it is good to be back home. I am sleeping in
my bed tonight. I’m going to go into my kitch-
en; I might cook something for myself. [Laugh-
ter] Putter around in the backyard a little bit.
It’s good being home. White House is nice, but
I’m just leasing. [Laughter]

I—it is so good to see so many great friends.
But I just have to point out the person who in-
troduced me. He was one of the best Chiefs of
Staff that you could ever want to have. He
would be in the White House at 5 or 6; he’d
leave there at 7 or 8. He’d take work home
with him. He’d be there on the weekends, sac-
rifices, all the stuff that he did. But as good as
he was at being a Chief of Staff, I have never
seen him happier than he is as Mayor of the
City of Chicago.

He loves Chicago. He loves its people. He
loves its institutions. He loves its kids. And so
all the work that he is doing on behalf of mak-
ing the schools better and streamlining govern-
ment and making things work in every part of
the city and not just some parts of the city,
that’s all reflective—all that energy, all that
pent-up energy—[laughter]—that’s reflective
of his love of the city. So I just wanted to
give—everybody to give a big round of ap-
plause to an outstanding Mayor, Rahm Eman-
uel.

So I’m here because not only do I need your
help, but your country needs your help. So
some of you have known me since I was run-
ning for the State senate. There were folks who
saw me lose a congressional race and saw me
win a U.S. Senate race. And I know you, and I
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know your values, and I know what you care
about. And as much as we may have had
friendships and relationships—and that’s part
of the reason you supported me in 2008—the
election 4 years ago wasn’t just about me; it
wasn’t about one person. It was about our com-
mitments to each other. It was about core, ba-
sic beliefs we had in America and America’s fu-
ture.

We believed that everybody should have a
fair shot and everybody should do their fair
share and everybody should play by the same
set of rules. We believed that if you’re willing
to work hard, if you’re willing to take responsi-
bility, if you’re willing to be part of a communi-
ty, then it doesn’t matter what you look like,
where you come from, what your last name is,
who you love, the bottom line is that you
should be able to make it in America. That’s
what this city is all about. That’s reflective of
this city. You’ve got surnames from everywhere
in Chicago—not just Obamas—because this
has been a magnet for people who say, if I
work hard, I can make it.

Audience member. I love you, Obama.
Audience members. Aww.
The President. Hi. [Laughter] One of my

younger friends was there.
And that’s why we came together in 2008,

because we felt as if, for a decade, those values
were being betrayed or at least we weren’t liv-
ing up to them. We had seen a surplus turned
into a deficit—massive deficits—because folks
got tax cuts who didn’t need them and weren’t
even asking for them, two wars run on a credit
card, first time in our history where we cut tax-
es while sending young men and women off to
fight.

We had seen an economic system that was
dependent on financial speculation and frankly
a lot of recklessness. We had seen manufactur-
ing move overseas. We became known as the
country that was consuming things. We were
the engine of the world economy because of
what we bought on credit cards or on home eq-
uity loans, instead of what we had previously
been known as, a country that made things and
sold them all around the world with those
three proud words: Made in America.

And all this came tumbling down in a finan-
cial crisis that really began to happen just as we
were still in the midst of the campaign. So, be-
fore I took office, we had lost 3 million jobs.
The month I took office, we lost 800,000 jobs,
8 million all told before our economic policies
had a chance to take effect. And so we had to
make a series of tough decisions quickly. We
had to make sure that an iconic auto industry
was saved. We had to make sure that the bank-
ing system was stabilized. We had to make sure
that teachers’ layoffs were minimized and
States got some help and middle class families
got tax cuts.

And because of those decisions, we were
able to stabilize the economy and begin to
grow again, because we had faith in the Ameri-
can people. Most of those decisions weren’t
easy. We knew we’d be subject to political crit-
icism, but they were the right thing to do for
our country. And despite all the noise and the
misinformation and the obfuscation and bam-
boozling—[laughter]—that you hear, what we
did worked to help make sure that the econo-
my began to grow again, so that we have now
seen over 2 years of the economy growing and
jobs being produced, more than 4 million jobs
produced, over 800,000 produced just this year
alone.

Now, here’s the thing, though: We’re not
where we need to be. We’re not there yet. We
saw that in today’s jobs report. Yes, a lot of that
is attributable to Europe and the cloud that’s
coming over from the Atlantic, and the whole
world economy is—has been weakened by it.
And it’s having an impact on us. But beyond
that, we still know too many of our friends and
family who are out of work. And there are too
many folks whose homes are still underwater,
too many people still struggling to pay the bills,
too many kids still locked out of opportunity.

And when we embarked on this journey in
2008, it wasn’t just to get back to where we
were before the financial crisis. The idea was
to start fixing things in a more fundamental
way: to make sure that every child in America
gets a good education, to make sure people ar-
en’t bankrupt when they get sick, to make sure
we’ve actually got an energy policy that works
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for this country, to make sure we’re still a na-
tion of innovators, to build an economy that
lasts and that allows middle class families to get
a sense of security again. That’s what we were
fighting for.

And we’ve got more work to do. On that
front, we’ve got more work to do. We are not
satisfied. As proud as we are of the work that
we’ve gotten done, we’ve still got miles to go
on this journey.

Now, what makes this year so important is
because we’ve got a contrast this time that we
may not have seen in American politics in quite
some time. Even the last time we ran, we had a
Republican candidate who—I had some pro-
found disagreements with him, but he ac-
knowledged the need for immigration reform
and acknowledged the need for campaign fi-
nance reform, acknowledged the need for poli-
cies that would do something about climate
change.

Now what we’ve got is not just a nominee,
but a Congress and a Republican Party, that
have a fundamentally different vision about
where we need to go as a country. Look, I be-
lieve they love this country. The nominee, he’s
achieved great personal success, seems to have
a wonderful family. God bless them. But the
vision that he has for this country, like the vi-
sion that Republicans in Congress have for this
country, is exactly the vision that got us into
this mess in the first place. Except, as Bill Clin-
ton said a few weeks ago, it’s on steroids this
time. [Laughter]

They don’t have a new idea about how to
move the country forward. They’re just regur-
gitating all the old ideas: We want more tax
cuts for some of the wealthiest individuals. We
want to cut back further on things like educa-
tion and transportation and the basic invest-
ments that have allowed America to succeed.
They want to further roll back—to pay for the
tax cuts—our core social safety net of Medi-
care and Medicaid. They want to strip away
regulations that we fought to put in place to
make sure, for example, that we don’t have the
same kind of financial crisis on Wall Street that
we just went through. They want to strip it all
away.

Their basic philosophy is, if a few folks are
doing really, really well, and we strip away
whatever restraints on how the market oper-
ates to protect consumers and to make sure
that everybody gets a chance and everybody
can start a small business or everybody can be
out there and compete and succeed, that if we
just let everybody be on their own, that some-
how we’re going to be better off. And that is a
fundamental misreading of American history.
That is not how Chicago became a great city.
That’s not how Illinois became a great State.
That’s not how America became a great nation.

We’re a nation of rugged individualists with
an entrepreneurial spirit. We believe in re-
warding risk takers and innovators, but we also
believe that we’re all in this together. We also
believe that when we make investments to-
gether in quality public schools, then those
kids who are being educated are going to be
the workers of the future and the business
leaders of the future, and we will all be richer
for it. We will all benefit. So it’s worth us mak-
ing that investment.

As I was coming down the lakefront today
and thinking about Daniel Burnham and
“make no little plans,” we understand that
when we build our infrastructure and great
roads and railways and, in the 21st century,
broadband lines and wireless and high-speed
rail, that that’s what helped drive us as an eco-
nomic superpower.

When we make investments in research and
science, so that the Government gets involved
and suddenly, there’s an Internet, that creates
a platform for all kinds of private industry, all
sorts of wealth creation, all sorts of opportuni-
ty. We don’t do it for one individual, for one
group; we do it for everybody.

The same way that together we paid for fire-
fighting and police departments and national
defense, there are some things we do better to-
gether. That’s what we’ve always understood,
and that is what has made this country great.

And so the choice in this election is going to
be between a vision that didn’t work during
2000 to 2008, didn’t work right before the
Great Depression. We’ve gone through peri-
odic spasms of this: the Gilded Age, Roaring
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Twenties. We’ve seen this philosophy before.
But the good thing is usually we come to our
senses. [Laughter] We realize, you know what,
that’s not the way our democracy is built.
That’s not how this country’s built. And that’s
the vision that we’re going to have to confront
and address in this election.

Now, the good news is when you cut
through the noise, if you just ask people, it
turns out most people agree with this, the
things that we’ve already done. When you ask
people, you know what, is it a good idea to
make sure that we have more teachers in the
classroom, people say, absolutely. When we
tell them, you know what, taking tens of bil-
lions of dollars that were going to the banks in
the student loan program, cutting out the mid-
dleman, and giving that money directly to stu-
dents so that college was more affordable, is
that a good idea? Absolutely.

Does it make sense for us to double fuel ef-
ficiency standards on cars, so that a decade
from now every car is going to be getting 55
miles per gallon, so that even though our oil
production is higher than it’s been in the last 8
years and imports of foreign oil have actually
dropped, we’ve also doubled clean energy so
that we are starting to control our energy fu-
ture and be able to do something about climate
change? Is that a good idea? People say, yes.

When we tell people, you know what, manu-
facturing’s coming back—seeing more jobs in
manufacturing than at any time since the
1990s, not just in the auto industry—and com-
panies are starting to say, you know what, it
makes sense for us to reinvest in America again
because America has still got the best market
and the best workers, why not bring some jobs
home? We’re starting to see that happen. And
so when you ask people, does it make sense for
us to stop giving tax breaks to companies that
are shipping jobs overseas, let’s give those tax
breaks to companies to help with their moving
expenses to bring jobs back to America, they
say, that’s a good idea, we agree.

And when we say to people, doesn’t it make
sense for us to make sure that young people
can stay on their parent’s health insurance plan
until they’re 26 and make our seniors’ prescrip-

tion drug plans more affordable and make sure
that everybody is guaranteed preventive care
and women are able to get preventive care and
make determinations about their own health,
people say, yes, that’s a good idea. And we tell
them, well, that’s my health care bill. [Laugh-
ter]

So the good news is that the majority of the
American people share our vision. They be-
lieve that we have to work hard, each of us. We
have to take responsibility, each of us, for our
families, for ourselves, for our neighborhoods,
for our communities. They understand govern-
ment can’t solve every problem and it
shouldn’t try. They understand that not every-
body can be helped if they’re not willing to
help themselves. They understand that not ev-
ery regulation is a smart one and not every dol-
lar of government money is well spent. They
want lean and smarter government, the kind of
government that Rahm’s providing here in
Chicago. They understand that—those things.

But they also say, you know what, I’ve got
obligations to something bigger. I’ve got obli-
gations to the next generation. I’ve got obliga-
tions to the future. That’s worth fighting for.
That’s worth fighting for.

And nowhere do we see it more than in our
men and women in uniform. Now, I talked to-
day about a—one more initiative that I’m try-
ing to push Congress to create a veterans jobs
corps, so that all these young men and women,
now that we’ve ended the war in Iraq and are
starting to wind down the war in Afghanistan,
that anybody who fought for this country
doesn’t have to fight for a job when they come
home or fight for a roof over their heads when
they come home.

But in our troops, we see that spirit, that
sense of common purpose, and that sense of
mission and that sense of sacrifice. But every-
body feels that to some degree. We just have to
tap into it. We know that is right, not just right
for the country, but right for ourselves. Be-
cause I don’t want to live in a country where all
we’re doing is thinking about ourselves, where
we’re not thinking about future generations.

Now, when you make this argument, by the
way, to the other side, what they’ll say is,
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“We’re thinking about the future; that’s why
we have to do something about these deficits.”
That’s what they’ll—“out-of-control Govern-
ment spending.” And I smile, and I say, you are
absolutely right. We’ve got to get Government
spending and our deficits and our debt under
control, which is why I signed a trillion dol-
lars—$2 trillion worth of tax cuts in this last
plan. It’s the reason why Government spend-
ing has gone up at a slower rate under my ad-
ministration than any administration since
Dwight Eisenhower.

But I say, you know what, if you’re really se-
rious about deficit reduction, then why don’t
we get together? We’ll build on the cuts we’ve
already made. We’ll work with you to see if
there are some additional waste and streamlin-
ing and Government organization we can do.
We’ll look at health care costs in Medicare and
Medicaid, which are the main drivers of the
deficit. And if—as long as we’re not voucheriz-
ing that program like you guys have proposed,
and as long as we’re keeping that basic com-
mitment we make to folks in their golden
years, as long we’re keeping that intact, I’m
happy to work with you.

But here’s just one thing. I think somebody
like myself, I should pay a little bit more in tax-
es, because I don’t want us to be cutting stu-
dent loans to young people or Medicaid for a
disabled child or shortchanging our veterans
for the care they need when they come home.
I don’t want that, because I don’t need that tax
cut big enough. I don’t need it bad enough.
And you know what, it turns out most million-
aires and billionaires don’t need it either.
They’re doing just fine. Their tax rates are low-
er than they’ve been in 50 years.

And what we’ve proposed is simply, well,
let’s go back to the rates under the last Demo-
cratic administration, when we created 22 mil-
lion jobs. It didn’t seem to be a problem for job
creators then. Why is it a problem for job cre-
ators now? What happened? What happened?

So we put forward plans. Here’s $4 trillion
that we can reduce our deficit in a balanced
way that protects the investments we need for
growth and helps our middle class. I haven’t
gotten any takers so far on that side. [Laugh-

ter] Actually, there are a number of Republi-
cans who think it’s a good idea to have a bal-
anced approach like this, but they’re out of of-
fice now. [Laughter]

So don’t tell me that you’re interested in the
future, but you’re not willing to make just an
iota of sacrifice, a little bit of modification of
your ideology in order to secure that future.
And if you look at Mr. Romney’s plan, he’s got
$5 trillion worth of additional tax cuts on top of
the Bush tax cuts, and he hasn’t identified how
that they’d be paid for. He says, “Well, we’ll
close some loopholes.” Well, which loopholes?
“I don’t know.” [Laughter]

I mean, we put forward a detailed budget.
Here, here’s how we can do it. Haven’t gotten
any takers so far. So don’t buy that song and
dance about, yes, we’re concerned about future
generations, but you don’t think Warren Buffet
can pay a dime more in taxes in order to sup-
port that future? So that’s the debate we’re go-
ing to be having over the next several months.
It’s a critical debate about the economy.

There are a lot of other issues out there. I
believe that we’ve got to have comprehensive
immigration reform. We’re a nation of laws
and a nation of immigrants. My opponent has a
different view. I believe we did the right thing
in repealing “don’t ask, don’t tell” and that we
have to fight for a future of fairness and equali-
ty in this country under the law. My opponent
has a different view. I think I did the right
thing in ending the war in Iraq and in setting a
timeline for getting out of Afghanistan. My op-
ponent has a different view.

So there are going to be a whole bunch of is-
sues to fuss about. But the central one, about
how we build an economy that works for every-
body, that’s the one I want everybody to pay at-
tention to. But this is going to be a close race.
And the reason it’s going to be a close race is
we’ve gone through a tough 4 years on top of a
tough decade for a lot of families before that,
and folks feel worn out.

And if you don’t have a job, you don’t care
that there have been 4 million jobs created.
You’re still waiting for yours. If your house is
$100,000 underwater, the fact that the housing
market’s beginning to stabilize isn’t satisfacto-
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ry. You’re still trying to figure out how you dig
yourself out of a hole.

And that’s going to make it tough. And
frankly, it makes it easier for the other guys,
because the other side, all they’ve got to do is
just say, you know what, you’re frustrated,
things aren’t where they need to be, and it’s
Obama’s fault. And if they can spend hundreds
of millions of dollars promoting that argument,
then they don’t have to come up with answers.
They don’t have to come up with a credible
plan. They figure they can surf folks’ frustra-
tions all the way to the White House.

We’ve seen this game before. We’ve just
never seen this much money behind the game.
So the question then for us is going to end up
being, well, how badly do we believe in what
we say we believe in? How hard are we willing
to fight for the future that we say we want for
our kids and our grandkids?

The one thing I learned in 2008—traveling
all across the country, starting in Iowa—was
for all the cynicism and negativity and phony
issues and sometimes outright lies that passed
for political campaigns, when a group of ordi-
nary citizens say, we want to bring change to
our country, we want to make this work for ev-
erybody, when voters start talking to each oth-
er and making commitments to each other, not
just to a candidate, but to an idea, change hap-
pens. That’s what you showed me last time.

And so this time, we’re going to have to be
more determined and we’re going to have to
make those same commitments. I told people
back in 2008, I said, I’m not a perfect man and
I won’t be a perfect President. But I promise
you this: I will always tell you what I think, and
I’ll always tell you where I stand. And I’ll wake
up every single day just working as hard as I
can to make your lives a little better. And you
know what, I’ve kept that promise. I’ve kept
that promise.

I still believe in you. I still believe in the
American people. I still believe in the Ameri-
can idea. And if you still believe in me and if
you are willing to knock on some doors and
make some phone calls and get out there and
get working and fight to finish what we started
in 2008, we will not just win an election, we
will continue down a path of glory for this
country and remind the entire world just why it
is that America is the greatest nation on earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:27 p.m. at the
Chicago Cultural Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Sen. John S. McCain III, in his ca-
pacity as the 2008 Republican Presidential
nominee; Republican Presidential candidate
former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachu-
setts; and Warren E. Buffett, chief executive
officer and chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Chicago
June 1, 2012

Well, I can follow a lawyer, but following a
poet—[laughter]—that’s hard.

I’m so grateful to Chaka and Tracey and
their beautiful daughters for opening up this
great home. I want to acknowledge somebody
who is doing outstanding work on behalf of Illi-
nois families every single day, your Governor,
Pat Quinn, who’s here today. Good job, Pat.

It’s nice to be back on the South Side. For
some reason, they didn’t—whoever organized
this didn’t understand the geography of Chica-
go, because—[laughter]—we came south, now
I’m going to have to go back north. [Laughter]

And then I go home back south. [Laughter]
See, we could have just kept on going. [Laugh-
ter] But it’s good to be home, and it’s good to
see so many good friends, and I appreciate all
the new ones.

It is true Chaka and I have know each other
for a long time. The first time we met, he was
still a young up-and-comer. Now he’s a big
ship—[laughter]—now he’s a big ship in the
deep ocean, so—[laughter]. But not only has
he not gotten any gray hair, whereas I have—
[laughter]—but he hasn’t changed in terms of
his graciousness and his character. And so
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