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tell them it’s still about hope and it’s still
about change. And if you’re willing to knock
on some doors and make some phone calls
and talk to your friends and neighbors and
work just as hard as you did in 2008, we will
finish what we started and remind the world
why it is America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 p.m. at the
New Amsterdam Theatre. In his remarks, he
referred to Margo Lion, Cochair, President’s
Committee on the Arts and the Humanities;
and Republican Presidential candidate former
Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of former
President William J. Clinton.

Statement on Senate Action on Paycheck Fairness Legislation
June 5, 2012

This afternoon Senate Republicans refused
to allow an up-or-down vote on the “Paycheck
Fairness Act,” a commonsense piece of legis-
lation that would strengthen the Equal Pay
Act and give women more tools to fight pay
discrimination. It is incredibly disappointing
that in this make-or-break moment for the
middle class, Senate Republicans put partisan
politics ahead of American women and their
families. Despite the progress that has been

made over the years, women continue to earn
substantially less than men for performing the
same work. My administration will continue
to fight for a woman’s right for equal pay for
equal work, as we rebuild our economy so
that hard work pays off, responsibility is re-
warded, and every American gets a fair shot to
succeed.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 3220.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia
June 6, 2012

Willie Mays, everybody, the “Say Hey Kid.”
Thank you so much, everybody. Everybody,
have a seat.

First of all, it is true that they provide me
with this really nice plane in this job. [Laugh-
ter] But as cool as Air Force One is, it is much,
much cooler when Willie Mays is with you on
the plane. [Laughter] I am so grateful to him
for his support, but more importantly—he
mentioned, obviously, the history that was
made with my election. The fact is, is that we
don’t make that history unless there are people
like Jackie Robinson and Willie Mays, who
helped to lay the groundwork for a more inclu-
sive America. And so we could not be prouder
of him, and he could not be more gracious.

A couple of other people I want to acknowl-
edge. Your outstanding Governor of the great
State of California, Jerry Brown; there he is.
Your equally dynamic Lieutenant Governor,

Gavin Newsom, is in the house. The wonderful
mayor of San Francisco, Ed Lee, give him a big
round of applause.

I want to thank Clint and Janet Reilly for
hosting us here today. We are in their spot, and
we are very grateful. You can give them a
round of applause.

And we’ve got a guy who I guess is a little bit
of a carpetbagger here today. [Laughter] He is
former chairman of the DNC, former Gover-
nor of Virginia, now running for the United
States Senate in Virginia, but is also one of my
dearest friends. This was the first guy outside
of Illinois, the first elected official outside of Il-
linois to endorse my candidacy for President.
And we made that announcement together in
Richmond, the seat of the former Confedera-
cy. And this was at a time when Barack Husse-
in Obama was not favored to win. [Laughter]
And so he is a man of character. And I would
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