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Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God

bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. at the
Julia Morgan Ballroom. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Willie H. Mays, Jr., assistant to the
president and former center fielder, Major
League Baseball’s San Francisco Giants; Clin-

ton Reilly, founder and owner, Clinton Reilly
Holdings, and his wife Janet; Sen. John S. Mc-
Cain III, in his capacity as the 2008 Republi-
can Presidential nominee; Republican Presi-
dential candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Rom-
ney of Massachusetts; and former President
William J. Clinton. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of Ray D. Bradbury

June 6, 2012

For many Americans, the news of Ray Brad-
bury’s death immediately brought to mind im-
ages from his work, imprinted in our minds, of-
ten from a young age. His gift for storytelling
reshaped our culture and expanded our world.
But Ray also understood that our imaginations

could be used as a tool for better understand-
ing, a vehicle for change, and an expression of
our most cherished values. There is no doubt
that Ray will continue to inspire many more
generations with his writing, and our thoughts
and prayers are with his family and friends.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Beverly Hills, Cali-

fornia
June 6, 2012

The President. Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you so much, every-
body. Everybody, have a seat. You're going to
make me blush. [Laughter]

A couple people I want to acknowledge this
evening. First of all, your outstanding mayor,
Antonio Villaraigosa, is here. The wonderful
attorney general of the great State of Califor-
nia, Kamala Harris, is in the house. Speaker
John Perez is here.

I want to thank my wonderful friend who ac-
cepts a little bit of teasing about Michelle beat-
ing her in pushups—[laughter]—but I think
she claims Michelle didn’t go all the way down.
[Laughter] That’s what I heard. I just want to
set the record straight—Michelle outdoes me
in pushups as well. [Laughter] So she shouldn’t
feel bad. She’s an extraordinary talent and
she’s just a dear, dear friend, Ellen DeGe-
neres. Give Ellen a big round of applause. I
want to thank, in addition, an outstanding tal-
ent, Daren Criss. Give Daren—I[applause].
President of the United States. It was an ex-
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The event cochairs, Dana Perlman and Barry
Karas. Yay!

And most of all, I want to thank Vito, not
simply for that introduction, but for a lifetime
of service and a lifetime of sacrifice. As I think
about Vito’s story and his career, the lives he’s
saved, the limbs he may have saved, I'm re-
minded that day that we signed the law repeal-
ing “don’t ask, don’t tell.” And what was most
moving was not just those in active service who
were there in that auditorium to witness that
history being made. It wasn’t just the extraordi-
nary warmth that people expressed towards
Admiral Mullen, who I think showed extraordi-
nary courage in helping to guide the Pentagon
to the right place on that issue. But it was also
seeing all these veterans, some of them 60, 65,
serving in Vietnam, some in the Korean war,
who were there, and thinking about all those
years in which the wholeness of their life had
not been fully acknowledged, that they had to
live divided from themselves. And to see the
tears streaming down the faces of some of
them, that’s as good as it gets when you're
traordinary privilege to be there.
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