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take right now that are going to make an actual
difference. And so far, all we've heard are addi-
tional tax cuts to the folks who are doing fine,
as opposed to taking steps that would actually
help deal with the weaknesses in the economy
and promote the kind of economic growth that
we would all like to see.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Republican Presidential
candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts.
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Hello, everybody! Well, I—everybody,
please have a seat. Welcome to the White
House, and congratulations to the Super Bowl
Champion New York Giants.

We've got some Members of Congress and
members of my administration who are here
today and rabid Giants fans. I want to also rec-
ognize the Maras and the Tisches, as well as, of
course, Head Coach Tom Coughlin and Gen-
eral Manager Jerry Reese. They have built this
team into one of the NFL’s most outstanding
franchises. So we are very proud of them.

Now, I know for some of you, this is just,
welcome back. [Laughter] You guys have been
through this drill before. The last time the Gi-
ants were here was in 2008. A lot of folks
thought that team didn’t have a chance to win a
Super Bowl. They ended up winning with a cir-
cus catch in the fourth quarter, MVP perfor-
mance by Eli Manning, a come-from-behind
win over the Patriots. So this is all starting to
sound kind of like déja vu all over again.

But every season’s different, and last year’s
Giants were obviously a special bunch, not just
because of where they ended up, but because
of how they got there. Every team has to deal
with injuries to the players. Not many teams
have to deal with a late hit on the head coach.
[Laughter] You saw that Jets game.

Now, Coach Coughlin reminds everybody,
he did not go down. That’s a tough guy, and
you can see that toughness reflected in every-
body else on this team. The Giants took a
whole bunch of hits this season, but they never
went down. From day one, they followed a
simple motto: Finish. Finish the play. Finish
the game. Finish the season.
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And after week 15, sitting at 7-7, they knew
that every game was a playoff game. But the
players, the coaches, the staff, the owners, they
didn’t quit. They believed in each other. And
they kept winning, all the way to Indianapolis.

The night before the Super Bowl, they
watched a highlight reel set to Justin Tuck’s
good-luck song, “In the Air Tonight.” T don’t
know about a little Phil Collins before a big
game. [Laughter] I may try that before a big
meeting with Congress.

But apparently it worked. Next night, Eli
Manning led the way, earned his second Super
Bowl MVP. So I would just advise the sports-
writers out there, the next time Eli says he
thinks he’s a elite quarterback, you might just
want to be quiet. [Laughter]

Eli wasn’t alone, of course. Justin Tuck got
to the QB, Victor Cruz scored and salsaed, Ma-
rio Manningham kept his feet inbounds for the
biggest catch of his life. Nobody was perfect,
but everybody did their job. And when the Pa-
triots’” Hail Mary hit the ground, the Giants
were Super Bowl champions. Of course, the
fans back home went crazy.

Now, people from New York and New Jer-
sey don’t fall for just anybody. It’s a tough
crowd, let’s face it. You've got to earn their re-
spect. They’re never completely satisfied, and
you've got to earn it both on and off the field.
And that’s exactly what the Giants did. From
fighting childhood obesity—Michelle likes
that—to wrapping up leftover food for home-
less shelters to working with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation to bring kids to practices and
games, Big Blue supports the folks who sup-
port them.



They've certainly earned the respect of folks
like Ray Odierno who’s here, who is obviously
one of our greatest warriors and one of our
greatest soldiers, because this team is always
there for our men and women in uniform. This
is a New York Giants tradition that goes back
to World War II. Back in World War 11, Wel-
lington Mara served in the United States Navy,
so this is a long tradition here.

And these guys have made it clear that no
matter who you root for on Sundays, if you're a
veteran, the New York Giants are on your
team. Whether it’s setting up tickets to games
or inviting folks to practices, the Giants never
forget the men and women who risk everything
to protect our freedom. And I especially want
to thank and congratulate Coach Coughlin on
receiving the Army’s Outstanding Civilian Ser-
vice Award. That’s a great honor.

By the way, we've got some wounded war-
riors here today. Let’s give them all a big round
of applause. Having these folks here today,
seeing how much the Giants means to them is
a reminder of how important sports and foot-
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This week, I spent some time talking with
college students about how we can make high-
er education more affordable. And one of the
things I told them was how proud I was that
they were making that investment in them-
selves, because in today’s economy, the best
predictor of success is a good education.

That’s not just true for our individual suc-
cess; it’s also true for America’s success. New
jobs and new businesses will take root wherev-
er they can find the most highly educated,
highly skilled workers. And I want those work-
ers to be American workers. I want those good-
paying, middle class jobs to take root right
here.

So it should concern everybody that right
now, all across America, tens of thousands of
teachers are getting laid off. In Pennsylvania
alone, there are 9,000 fewer educators in our
schools today than just a year ago. In Ohio, the
number is close to 7,000. And nationwide, over
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ball can be, but it’s also a reminder that there
are some things that are more important than
football, and the Giants know that. They fin-
ished strong, they won six straight games with
everything on the line, they made a difference
in the lives of those around them. But most im-
portantly, they did it not just on Sunday, but
every week.

So again, I want to congratulate the New
York Giants. Good luck this season. It looks
like we've got somebody singing for you.
[Laughter] That's how happy everybody is.

Give the New York Giants a big round of ap-
plause.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Justin Tuck, defensive
end, Victor Cruz, wide receiver, and Mario
Manningham, former wide receiver, New York
Giants; and Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA,
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. He also referred to
the Mara and Tisch families, owners, New
York Giants franchise.

the past 3 years, school districts have lost over
250,000 educators. Think about what that
means for our country. When there are fewer
teachers in our schools, class sizes start climb-
ing up, our students start falling behind, and
our economy takes a hit.

The point is, teachers matter. One study
found that a good teacher can increase the life-
time income of a classroom by over $250,000.
A great teacher can change the course of a
child’s life. So the last thing our country needs
is to have fewer teachers in our schools.

Now, I know States are still going through
some tough times. I realize that every Gover-
nor is dealing with limited resources and many
face stark choices when it comes to their bud-
gets.

But that doesn’t mean we should just stand
by and do nothing. When States struggle, it’s
up to Congress to step in and help out. In 2009
and in 2010, we provided aid to States to keep
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